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Join us by Phone or Zoom. 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 

(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 

 

Forth Sunday of 
Advent  

Year B 

December 20th, 2020 9:30 AM 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY-NC 

https://techboomers.com/zoom-audio-video-not-working
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


2 | P a g e  
 

ENTRANCE HYMN  Oh come, Oh come, Emanuel   H’82 #56 

The Word of God 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 

coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

When the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house 

of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you 

have in mind; for the LORD is with you." 

But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: 

Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a 

house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 

moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people 

of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 

commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of 

cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of 

hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 

Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 

before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 

earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 

live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 

as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you 

rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you 

a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne 

shall be established forever. 

The Response: The Song of Mary Magnificat 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
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He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is 
now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according 
to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise 
God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said 
to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

Sermon 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 
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“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 

With these words, the Angel Gabriel announces 
God’s call to Mary. Mary is unique in all creation 
with the young woman from Nazareth being 
offered a pivotal role in the redemption of all 
creation. We see in Mary’s faithfulness the model 
for the way the grace of God can and will, albeit in 
smaller ways, use each of us. 

Look at the many ways God had already acted in scripture. God used Miriam’s bravery as she 
kept an eye on her brother Moses, floating in a basket. She would go on to lead her people in 
praising God after they were brought out of Egypt. God raised up Deborah to free her people 
from the Canaanite king, Sisera. Esther discovered that she had been placed in King Xerxes’ 
palace in order to rescue her people from death. The prophetess Anna saw the infant Jesus in 
the Temple and praised God, speaking of him to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. An unnamed woman at a well in Samaria heard Jesus speaking and became an 
evangelist, bringing her village to faith. The wealthy businesswoman Lydia heard the Good 
News from Paul and became the first of her people to follow Jesus, using her means to support 
the new faith taking root in the Roman Empire. 

Mary’s call came through the appearance of the Angel Gabriel. Even in biblical times, hearing 
God speak audibly or having an angel appear with a message from God was a rare event. While 
her call was singular, Mary’s response of “Here am I” is part of a pattern woven into scripture. 
Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Samuel, and others heard God’s call and responded with those words. 

Isaiah was in the temple when he had a vision of God on the throne with seraphim, six-winged 
angels, flying around the throne, calling out, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” The voice of the Lord calls to 
Isaiah and says, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah responds, “Here am I; send 
me” (Isaiah 6:1-8). 

Then we come to Mary in our Gospel reading for today. Gabriel lays out the plan for Mary, 
explaining how she is to be the mother of the Messiah. Mary’s response is the time-tested 
response of those who answered God’s call before her: “Here am I.” 

The people of faith whose stories we named share the common attribute of making themselves 
available to God. God calls and they reply, “Here am I,” before they even know what God has in 
mind for them. 

In this, Mary is part of an ongoing pattern: God’s plan always involves using ordinary people to 
bring about extraordinary changes. In a dialogue between Anglicans and Roman Catholics, a 
statement emerged that named how Mary forms a template. Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ 
explains, “The pattern of hope and grace already foreshadowed in Mary will be fulfilled in the 
new creation in Christ when all the redeemed will participate in the full glory of the Lord.” 

Mary’s call to be the Theotokos—the God-bearer—was unlike any other in all creation, with the 
exception of the fact that God calls and uses ordinary and flawed me and ordinary and flawed 
you, fitting the pattern we see working its way through human history. Every Christian shares a 
common call to use the gifts God has given us toward the reconciliation of all the world. 
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But how might we hear God’s call? What is it like to discern how the Holy Spirit might use you? 
First, know that this is common. Your own life has been shaped by those who were in some 
ways responding to how the Holy Spirit was moving in their lives. 

But how do you know when it is the Holy Spirit who is guiding you? After all, we know that God 
can use your own interests and desires to call you, but your own interest and desire alone are 
not God’s call. 

Second, know that a call happens in community. If you are being led toward something, test 
whether or not it is God calling you – with prayer, by surrounding yourself with godly people 
who are also praying for your discernment. Then ask God to make a way or close the way. This 
is not about ordained ministry, certainly not that alone. God may call you to something – a 
vocation, whether as a teacher or physician or real estate agent, or as a foster parent or scout 
leader, or even just to reach out to one person on a given day. In fact, the Holy Spirit can use 
you anywhere to touch the lives of those around you. 

It takes some spiritual discernment, though, to determine when it is God and when it is just our 
own desires at play. When the Holy Spirit is really working to get your attention, God will use 
others to affirm what one is hearing. Ask your priest or a trusted friend to pray about it with 
you. God speaks in stereo, using more than one method at once—God will use what you read, 
hear on television or the radio, and the passing comment of a friend. God will also use those 
various means to show that it is not the Holy Spirit. If I come up with a great idea, or a terrible 
idea I think is great, I can try to baptize my idea as God’s. 

Ask God to direct your path. Attend to what that might be. When something arises, test it and 
continue to listen. If something is of God, ask for the Holy Spirit to open doors, even though it 
seems impossible. And also ask God that if it is not of him, to close the doors, no matter how 
promising that path seems, and make it impossible, even if it had been a sure thing. It is 
important when discerning God’s will to surround yourself with godly people and to ask them 
to pray as well. 

Praying for God to close doors is hard. After all, the thing you are praying about may be just 
your own will and desires talking. Still, you should pray for the opportunity to fall through if it is 
not God’s will. 

But what if you have never experienced God calling you to do anything – ever? Fear not. Every 
Christian has been there. The appropriate response is still, “Here am I.” Offer your life to God 
and let the Holy Spirit guide you. While none of us will experience a call as world changing as 
the one Gabriel announced to Mary, the effect of each follower of Jesus listening and discerning 
how God will use them is what the Holy Spirit uses to reconcile all creation to God. Amen. 

The Rt. Rev. Frank Logue is the Bishop of Georgia. He previously served on the Executive Council of 

The Episcopal Church and was the church planter for King of Peace Episcopal Church in Kingsland, 

Georgia. 
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Prayers 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

You astounded Mary with her invitation to bear your Son. Surprise us with your delight in us, 
with your invitation to do your will, with the light of Christ growing with in us. Surprise us, Lord, 
again and again. 

Silence 
We are your children. Increase the faith in us, day by day, season by season. Empower us to 
seek and do your will. Cause us to surprise ourselves by opening up our hearts to find that you 
are always there. 

Surprise us, Lord. 
We pray that the leaders of all the nations demonstrate wisdom and a heart for the good of 
their people and peace between neighbors. 

Surprise us, Lord. 
We pray that the peoples of all the nations realize freedom and an end to hunger and poverty. 
Enable a spirit of generosity to flow throughout the world. 

Surprise us, Lord. 
We pray for our neighbors with whom we work and live. Surprise us with what can be 
accomplished when we work together for the common good. Open our eyes to see you in each 
person we meet. Open our hearts and hands to each need we encounter. 

Surprise us, Lord. 
We pray for healing for those with troubled spirits, who suffer from addiction, loneliness, and 
despair. We ask for healing for those who struggle with the consequences of illness or 
recovering from surgery. Reveal to us how to join in your saving and healing work through the 
power of your Spirit. 

Surprise us, Lord. 
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We pray for those who have died and now rest in your eternal embrace. May the light of your 
love surround them and comfort those who grieve their deaths. Surprise them with the sure 
hope of the Resurrection. 

Surprise us, Lord. 
We are your people. Increase the faith in us day by day. Surprise us with your loving, liberating, 
and life-giving presence. 

Surprise us, Lord, again and again. 
Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYERS  

(birthdays, anniversaries, hospitalizations, traveling) 
 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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BLESSING 

May The Peace Of God, Which Surpasses All Understanding,     
Bless You With Serenity; 
May The Love Of Christ, Which Will Never End, 
Envelop You in All Hope; 
May The Spirit Of God Enliven You  
To Do That Which You Can’t Even Imagine;  
The Blessing Of God---father, Son And Holy Spirit Be With You And Remain With You This Day 
And Forevermore. Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 

 

Join us on Zoom as we Continue our Christmas tradition. 

We will have a service of lessons and carols at 7:00 pm 

Thursday December 24th. 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 

(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399

