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The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

BLESSING 
 

DISMISSAL 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 

The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 
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 Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 24th, 2021 
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Announcements 

 

A letter from Terri Beck, a regular at Evening Prayer:  

 I was just contemplating how I feel since starting to join the prayer meeting. 
What has struck me is how prayer effects me. In these past few weeks I have 
gone from just about despondent in isolation to feeling positive and hopeful. 
I think prayer with you all has brought me out of myself because it challenges 
us to think about, to care about someone other than ourselves. Plus, the so-
cial aspect of just being part of a group, even for a half hour a day, has made 
me feel just that, part of something bigger than just me. You all have just 
made me feel so included and welcome and it was exactly what I needed 
when I needed it. I thank God for his perfect timing and you and all the St. 
Phillips family for helping lift me up. I so appreciate you and all your folks.  

Join us by Phone or Zoom. 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 

(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 

 

 

Please consider joining us for Evening Prayer. We meet Monday 
through Friday. At 5:00 pm. It is 20 minutes that allows us to connect 
with the community and as such I quite valuable to many of us. Please 
consider joining us, you would be more than welcome!  
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Merciful God, you continually call us into the deep, away from lives with no direction. Be pre-
sent with us as we navigate the waters of faithfulness. Turn us in the direction of your voice 
and purpose. 

Give us the courage to respond to your call and go where you lead us. 

And the people say, “Amen.” 

We are abundantly blessed and praise you for your goodness and care of us. 

For what are you grateful today? 

We come to you with thankful hearts, 

And the people say, “Amen.” 

Equip the leaders of your faithful people to lead with holy vision. We pray for wisdom and 
stamina for our bishops, priests, and deacons. Guide them as they guide your people. 

And the people say, “Amen.” 

Strengthen our nation’s relationships across boundaries and language. Put words of peace on 
the lips of every world leader. Open the eyes of people everywhere to the needs of their 
neighbors. 

And the people say, “Amen.” 

We lift those who are hurting into your healing presence: for those facing the struggles of ill-
ness, uncertainty, broken relationships, and world weariness; for those who are dying, grant 
them a holy death. 

Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Prayers 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
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Today’s gospel story is about a decisive moment in the lives of four fishermen, when Jesus 
called them to follow and they said yes. But even after they said yes, they had to keep listen-
ing. Jesus kept calling them to the next thing, the next way for them to follow. Same with us: 
we are called again and again to follow, to put aside what’s occupying us, and be about Jesus’ 
business instead. 

Since it’s Jesus who calls us to follow—whether it’s to go halfway around the world or to do 
one thing for Jesus today right where we live, trust this: Jesus won’t lead us astray or abandon 
us. God has given the Church, including this particular church, the gift of the Scriptures, the 
story of Jesus and the Christian community, to form us and guide us. God has given us the sac-
raments and God’s promise to be with us and nourish us for God’s service in the bread and 
wine we share together. God has given us the promise to be with us even when just two or 
three are gathered together in the name of Jesus Christ. All these things make our willingness 
to follow not just about risk, but about promise as well. 

When Jesus called those first four fishermen, they didn’t make demands and they didn’t ask 
for guarantees, they just left their nets and followed. But later in the gospel, when maybe they 
were rethinking their decision, Jesus gives them a promise. What happens is this: Simon Peter 
said to Jesus, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus responds, “Truly I tell 
you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold 
now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecu-
tions—and in the age to come eternal life” (Mark 10:28-30). 

Today Jesus says to each of us, “Follow me.”  

What do you say? 
 

The Rev. Dr. Amy Richter is an Episcopal priest serving in the Anglican Diocese of 

Western Newfoundland, Canada. Her most recent books are Common Prayer: Re-

flections on Episcopal Worship and a nov-

el, Antimony. Along with her husband, Joe Pa-

gano, she enjoys hiking, exploring new ways to 

share the Gospel, and looking for the moose that 

wander through their backyard.  
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The Word of God 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to 
all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the 
glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 
three days' walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried 
out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh be-
lieved God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

The Response: 62:6-14  

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
truly, my hope is in him. 

7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 

8 In God is my safety and my honor; * 
God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

9 Put your trust in him always, O people, * 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 

10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 
even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 

11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 
all of them together. 

12 Put no trust in extortion; 
in robbery take no empty pride; * 
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 
that power belongs to God. 

14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 
for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, 
let even those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who 
mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they 
were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, and 
those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the 
present form of this world is passing away. 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you 
fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little far-
ther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 
nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
men, and followed him. 

Sermon 
 

“Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make 
you fish for people.’ And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him.” 

That’s all we get in today’s Gospel lesson to de-
scribe how Jesus called his first disciples and how 
they responded. That’s it. In just seven verses our 
Gospel writer says four fishermen drop everything 
and follow Jesus on the basis of his two-word 
command: Follow me. 

Mark, our Gospel writer, is known for his terse, staccato style. In his telling of the Good News, 
he shows us a Jesus on the move, Jesus who does everything immediately. (The word 
“immediately” occurs twice in today’s little story. It occurs about 27 times in the whole Gospel.) 
Mark gives us just the details we need, and the result is a fast-paced, streamlined account of 
who Jesus is, what Jesus does, and how people respond. 

So, it’s no wonder that today we hear Jesus give a command, and these four fishermen respond 
immediately. 

For some of us, the lack of details is frustrating. We want to know: What were they thinking? 
What motivated the fishermen? How could they really drop everything to follow? 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 
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For others, the lack of details is inviting—our imaginations fill in the gaps. Perhaps Simon was 

bored that day. The nets had been coming up empty, the wind was too strong to go out far 
from shore, so why not just leave the nets and follow this man who seemed to need him for 
something? Perhaps James never really felt like he was cut out for fishing. It was the family 
business, so of course, he was doing what was expected of him, but really, maybe it was time 
he stood up for himself and told his father he wanted to try something new, put down the 
nets, and do his own thing for a change. And Andrew, perhaps he saw something in Jesus’s 
face when he spoke that intrigued him. Maybe. 

We are not told. Apparently, the Gospel writer doesn’t think it matters what they were think-
ing or feeling. What matters is that Jesus said, “Follow me,” and that’s what they did. We may 
wish there were more to it than that. We may wish we knew what it was about them that 
made them so willing to take risks, so free to respond, so able to walk away from the familiar, 
from the security of the predictable to go off into an unknown future with a man they hardly 
knew. But we don’t know. 

And because Mark doesn’t tell us, we have to entertain the possibility that Mark is saying that 
this really is the way Jesus gets followed: without all the facts, without really knowing what 
Jesus is up to or where exactly he’s going, or why he wants us to follow him. Jesus says, 
“Follow me,” and that’s enough. Jesus says, “Follow me,” and we do. 

Or we don’t. Whether we think that Jesus is calling us to undertake even just one task, be-
come more like him in one small way, give up one familiar habit to do something he wants us 
to do, let alone if following Jesus might mean making large sacrifices, large changes, life-
altering plans, it’s hard for us to conceive of the possibility of following on the basis of a simple 
command. We are not uncomplicated fishermen, we say, as if any human life is uncomplicat-
ed. We are responsible people, we say. We must make our decisions carefully, we say, weigh 
our options. Our decisions take research; our values need clarification. We can’t just rush into 
things. We can’t afford to change the directions of our lives merely on the basis of a very 
vague proposal, let alone just because Jesus tells us to. Really, it would be easier to follow Je-
sus if we had a different job, a different spouse, if we were single, if we didn’t have children, if 
we had different friends, a different income. 

Discerning the call to follow can be tricky because part of what we try to figure out is when 
Jesus is calling us to come away from the specifics of our lives in order to follow, and when Je-
sus is calling us because of the specifics of our lives, that is, because we have the job we have, 
because we are who we are. Jesus told those fishermen, “I will make you fish for people.” He 
didn’t say, “I really need accountants, but you’ll have to do.” It may be that he’s saying to you, 
“I really need you to follow me in your job.” “I really need you to follow me in your marriage.” 
“I really need you to conform your family life to a way that allows you to follow me.” “I really 
need you to follow me when you’re with your friends.” “I really need you to use your talents 
to help in my kingdom, to help in my church, to help in my world.” 

Today’s story is a little unnerving, a little unsettling. Mark seems to be saying that whether we 
follow by making big changes or small, following means giving things up, just like that. Mark 
seems to be saying this is how one follows Jesus: without all the details, without taking time to 
consider all the options, without having much of a road map, beyond putting one foot in front 
of the other and seeing where Jesus takes you. Can we do it? 

 


