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Question: When have you experienced the joy of a promise kept of the 
disappointment of a promise broken? 
 
Hebrews 10:23 (NLT)  
23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God 
can be trusted to keep his promise.  
 
Question: How confident are you that God will keep his promises to 
you? Have you ever lost confidence in God or been disillusioned in 
your faith in Him? 
  
Jesus never promised that we would never have problems. 
 
Question: Have you ever heard someone say “Come to Jesus…he’ll 
fix all your problems”? Would you have concerns about that 
statement? If so, what would they be? 
 
John 16:33 (NLT)  
33 …Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take 
heart, because I have overcome the world.”  
 
Jesus never promised that we would never have problems. 
Jesus promised to be with us in our problems. 
 
Question: What do you see as the significance of Jesus promise to be 
with us in our problems rather than simply  
 
The promise of God presence with us is God’s primary promise to 
us. 
 
Revelation 21:3–4 (NLT)  
3 I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is 
now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his 
people. God himself will be with them.  
 

Question: How does an understanding that God’s ultimate desire is to 
be with his people help to frame your understanding of the whole 
story of the Bible? 
 
Question: If God’s presence with us is more than a future hope, how 
can we embrace it as a present reality that God wants us to live by 
faith? 
 
Isaiah 43:1–3 (NLT)  
1 But now, O Jacob, listen to the LORD who created you. O Israel, the 
one who formed you says, “Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed 
you. I have called you by name; you are mine. 2 When you go 
through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers 
of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of 
oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume 
you. 3 For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your 
Savior.  
 
The promise mentioned most in the Bible is “I will be with you”. 
The command mentioned most in Bible is “Do not be afraid”. 
 
Joshua 1:9 (NLT)  
9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 
discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  
 
Questions: How can fear, especially the fear of the unknown, paralyze our 
lives? 
 
Corrie ten Boom: Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God!  
 
Matthew 8:26 (NLT)  
26 Jesus responded, “Why are you afraid? You have so little faith!” Then he 
got up and rebuked the wind and waves, and suddenly there was a great 
calm.  
 
Question: Has there ever been a time when you forgot that Jesus was in the boat 
with you? 
 
Question: Have you ever been “burned” by somebodies’ actions? 
 
Question: What impacts you most from the story of Shadrack, Meshack and 
Abednego in Daniel 3:16–18 (NLT)?  
 


