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Question:  How would you describe your prayer life? 

 

 Prayer is for ordinary people.  

James 5:16-18  “Elijah was as human as we are ...” 

 

Question:  When you think of Elijah as one of the great 

characters of the Old Testament, how do you respond to 

what this Scripture verse is saying? 

 

Prayer is an invitation for real people to express real 

needs to a listening, loving Father and experience 

real, tangible answers. 

 

Elijah did not pray because he had great power.  

He had great power because he prayed. 

 

 Prayer is extraordinarily powerful.  

James 5:16 “... earnest prayer ... has great power ...” 

 

It’s not that we don’t believe in the power of prayer. 

It’s that we don’t believe in the power of my prayers. 

 

The paradox of prayer: 

 If God already knows everything, why do we need 

to pray? 

 If God is truly good, why doesn’t He just help us? 

 If God is sovereign (all-powerful), if He wants it to 

happen, isn’t it just going to happen? 

 

 

The purpose of prayer: 

 The process of prayer shapes our hearts to be more 

like Jesus.  

 God wants authentic relationship with real, 

empowered people.  

 There are things God will only do if we ask Him.  

Question:  How is this point seen in the following 

Scriptures?   Psalm 8:4-6; Genesis 2:18-20;  

Matthew 7:7-8; John 14:13-14 

With responsibility, God delegated authority. 

 

“God does nothing but in answer to prayer.” John Wesley 

“God’s giving is inseparably linked to our asking.” 

Andrew Murray 

“God shapes the world by prayer. The more praying there 

is in the world the better the world will be ...”  

E.M. Bounds 

 

God has chosen to work with people. 

Questions:  Where are you at in response to the paradox 

and purpose of prayer?  How does looking at prayer in 

this way bring clarity to your understanding of prayer? 

 

 Prayer is absolutely necessary.  

James 5:16 “... prayer ... produces wonderful results.” 

 

Question:  If you believed that God could actually use 

your prayers to change things in your life and our world, 

would you pray?  (See attachment below) 

 

 



 
 
Ephesians 5:15–16  
So be careful how you live. Make 
the most of every opportunity  
in these evil days.  

 

James 5:16 
The earnest prayer of a righteous 
person has great power and 
produces wonderful results.   
 

Because God will use my prayers to change my world, I will PRAY: 
 For MYSELF: 
 
 
 

 For my FAMILY and FRIENDS: 
 
 
 
 

 For my CHURCH: (Ministries, Leaders, Finances, Reno’s) 
 

 
 
 

 For my COMMUNITY and WORLD: 
 

 
 
 

 
“In prayer you align yourselves to the purpose and power of God and He 
is able to do things through you that He couldn’t do otherwise. For this is 
an open universe, where some things are left open, contingent upon our 
doing them. If we do not do them, they will never be done. For God has left 
certain things open to prayer—things which will never be done except as 
we pray.” 
                                                                                       E. Stanley Jones 
 

 


