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Question:  When has this been a reality in your life – “If 

it seems too good to be true ... it probably is”?  

 

Adulthood is when naivety is replaced with skepticism. 

Our natural skepticism based on our experience has 

saved us from many disappointments, but it battles 

against us in our relationship with God. 

 

Question:  Looking back in your life 5, 10, 20 years ago, 

how much more skeptical are you now?  Give an 

example. 

 

Read Luke 1:5-20 

 

Zachariah’s disbelief didn’t alter the outcome of God’s 

plan in any way. The only person his doubt affected was 

himself.  

Your doubt can’t invalidate God’s promise, but it will 

impair your participation. 

 

God would rather work through you than around you.  

 

When you participate in the wonder of God’s plan, 

you experience the joy of your purpose. 

 

The Question of purpose:  What is God doing and where 

has He asked you to participate in what He is doing? 

 

The rhythms of our lives turn into autopilot, and life 

becomes an echo of our previous experiences. 

Zachariah was an old priest and his response to the angel 

points to a lifetime of disappointment. 

Our level of expectation has a much greater impact on 

our lives than our level of expertise. 

 

Question:  What disappointment in your life has 

hindered your ability to believe in God’s ability right 

now? 

 

Decide to trust God’s word, even if you don’t 

understand God’s way.  
Your feelings will take time to catch up. 

 

The irony in this story is that John the Baptist, the 

greatest prophet who announced Christ’s coming, came 

from a silent father who did not believe it will happen.  

 

The doom and gloom message about culture or the next 

generation is an opportunity for us to demonstrate 

something different and participate in God’s plan for us 

as a people and every generation.  We may not 

understand how, but we can believe that He will. 

 

Questions:  Do you have faith to believe that God will 

do what He says He will do?  What does this look like in 

your life right now? 

 

 

 

 

 


