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In 1985, 1 in 10 people said they had no close friends.  In 

2005, 1 in 4 people said they had no close friends. 

Question:  Today how has the number of close friends 

you have had over the years changed?  What do you 

think are some of the possible reasons? 

 

Genesis 2:18 

Adam was in a perfect environment but yet it wasn’t 

good for him to be alone. 

“So the Father is God, the Son is God,  

and the Holy Spirit is God;  

and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.”  

Athanasian Creed 

God exists in community.  He designed us to be in 

relationship with others. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 

Question:  How is the truth of relationship emphasized 

in these verses? 

 

“Life-giving relationships are as important to our 

spiritual growth and well-being as prayer and Bible 

reading.  They serve an important role in the trellis 

that supports our life with God.”   

Ken Shigematsu 

 

Contemporary Christians underestimate the corporate 

nature of Christian spirituality.  Matthew 18:20 

Our current western culture sees and understands the 

world through the lens of individualism.  Most of the 

time in the New Testament “you” is actually plural.   

See Jude 20-21 

Questions:  How does your understanding of these 

verses change when viewing them plural rather than 

singular?  What are other examples from Scripture you 

can think of? 

 

“When God calls us to himself, he calls us to his 

church, to a purpose bigger than ourselves.  This may 

sound shocking to some, but biblically, living for God 

means living for his church.” 

Gary Thomas 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

Question:  From these verses, what do we need people 

around us to do? 

 

It is the consistent visible participation in authentic 

community that gives credibility to our claims that we are 

in Christ. 

“I’ve never seen decreasing attendance at church lead 

to increasing devotion to Jesus.” 

Carey Nieuwhof 

 

The first time somebody visits a church can be one of the 

most intimidating experiences of their lives. 

Question:  What will you do help somebody on their 

first Sunday?  Here are several examples:  Show up and 

 Be friendly 

 Worship sincerely 

 Serve enthusiastically 

 


