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One of the mysteries of modern history is why some 

nations develop into stable democracies, and some don’t. 

Robert Woodberry’s research has discovered that 

protestant (conversionary) missionaries primarily wanted 

indigenous people to read the Bible in their own 

language.  Education was needed to accomplish this.  

This is the single greatest factor that has propelled 

nations towards long term stability. 

Questions:  Does this surprise you?  Why or why not? 

 

Conversionary Protestants: 

1. Actively attempt to persuade others of their beliefs. 

2. Emphasize lay vernacular Bible reading. 

3. Believe that people are saved by grace through 

personal faith in Jesus Christ.  

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Ephesians 2:8-9 

4. Cared for people and opposed abuses and 

exploitation. 

John and Alice Harris in Belgian Congo are one of 

the greatest examples of this. 

Question:  Do you know of any other examples? 

 

The foundation for human rights is not modern 

secularism but the ancient scriptures like Genesis 1:27 

and Galatians 3:28. 

Questions:  How do these verses speak to human rights?  

What other verses come to mind? 

“The grounds of human dignity and the grounds of 

personal liberty are in the Bible and nowhere else.”   

Oz Guinness 

Constitutional democracies have proven to be the best 

environments for the advancement of civil societies, safe 

communities, and the spread of the gospel. 

 

“Surveys are showing that in the Western world … (there 

is a) decline in support for and belief in and admiration 

for democracy.” 

Anne Applebaum 

Questions:  Has your “support for, belief in, and 

admiration for democracy” declined?  What are the 

contributing influences on this?  How can you “stop the 

decline”? 

 

Politics and government have a profound influence on 

our society. 

 

As followers of Jesus we are called to work for the good 

of our nation by engaging in public policy discussions 

and political activities. 

Matthew 5:13-16;  Jeremiah 29:7;  1 Timothy 2:1-6 

 

What can we do? 

1. Pray for our country 

2. Pray for our leaders in all levels of government 

3. Pray for candidates 

4. Be informed and engaged 

 

Happy Canada Day! 

 

 


