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Ignore culture - Fathers matter! 

 

Regardless of who you are, fatherlessness impacts us.  

40% of kids … live in a home where the father is absent.  

 

Question:  What has your experience been with your 

father? 

 

The only thing that will heal the brokenness in our 

culture is the good heart of God the father as evidenced 

in the lives of people. 

 

Universal roles of fathers: 

1. To provide for and protect his children so that 

they can be secure.  

2. To teach and guide his children so that they can 

learn the skills necessary to survive. 

3. To name his children so that they can know 

who they are.  

 

Names are symbols of meaning but they don’t actually 

carry the meaning unless the father sticks around to tell 

his children.  

 

On the surface, the name on your driver’s license is the 

name you go by but your real name can be “doesn’t 

matter”, “failure”, … 

 

Questions:  Do you know the meaning of your “surface” 

name?  Are there other names that are “real” to you?  

What are they? 

 

The biblical record of fatherhood examples is not great.  

Even though Isaac was part of God’s great plan of 

redemption, he wasn’t a great father. His naming of his 

children doesn’t help.  

Esau – “Hairy One” 

Jacob – “Heal holder” (supplanter, betrayer) 

 

When we don’t receive that blessing from our father we 

spend our lives searching for it.  Jacob will not let go 

until God blesses him.  

Genesis 35:9-12 

 

God enters our father wounds in order to give you  

a new name and a fresh start. 

 

Our culture tells us to look deep inside of ourselves and 

discover our identity. From a Christian perspective, it is a 

gift that God holds onto until we are ready to receive it.  

 

Questions:  Have you received your “new name” from 

your heavenly Father?  Are you we still contending for 

the blessing of God to tell you who you are? 

 

I am a better father when I look to God as my source of 

identity; when I understand who God says I am. 

 


