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James 1:5 (NLT)   
If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he 

will give it to you.  He will not rebuke you for asking. 

 

What this wisdom is not? It is not: 

 mystical  

 about intelligence  

 just common sense 

Wisdom is living out and applying 

God’s truth to your life. 

Question:  In your life, what have you experienced that 

has taught you what wisdom is and isn’t in this verse? 

 

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism (MTD) - research done by 

Christian Smith about religious views of American 

teenagers – contrasts Christianity primarily in this: that 

God doesn’t exist to serve us: we exist to serve God.  

Questions:  What effect does this truth have in how you 

live your life?  What contrasting examples do you see in 

the world around you? 

 

Wisdom begins with: 

 The Fear of the Lord. Psalm 111:10 

 Deciding to follow Jesus and actually doing what 

He says. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

Question:  What other Scripture verses do you know that 

explain wisdom? 

 

 

 

Important truths about reading the Bible and finding 

promises: 

 Understand the context. 

Jeremiah 29:11 

Questions:  What effect does the context of verses 8-10 

have on how you interpret verse 11?  With the context, 

what wisdom do you see in this passage?  

“The promise of God’s presence with us is  

God’s primary promise to us.” 

 

 Understand the genre. 

You need to read a proverb differently than the letters in 

the New Testament.  

A proverb is a principal that is true,  

not necessarily a promise you can claim. 

Compare Proverbs 22:6 with Hebrews 13:5; Romans 8:1; 

and Revelation 22:12. 

Questions:  What are some potential problems with 

claiming Proverbs 22:12 as a promise?  What wisdom 

comes out of this Proverb?  How does understanding 

genre’s help in understanding bible verses? 

 

Question:  If you are a parent, have you experienced 

guilt and shame because of decisions that your children 

have made? 

Work the principal of Proverbs and claim the promise of 

Romans 8:1.  

 

 

 


