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Matthew 20:17-19 

The most shocking statement Jesus ever made: “But on 

the third day he (I) will be raised from the dead.” 

Question:  Does this have “shock value” for you?  Why 

or why not? 

 

Jesus came onto the scene announcing that the Kingdom 

of God had come.  The ancient prophecies pointed to the 

coming of the Messiah who many people believed Jesus 

was.  This was their checklist for a Messiah: 

 * Deliver Israel from their enemies  

 * Rebuild, cleanse and restore the Temple.  

 * Bring Israel’s long history to fulfillment.  

 * Don’t die or get yourself killed.  

 

Nobody understood that the Messiah was to die and even 

more so, no one expected the Messiah to rise from the 

dead. 

John 11:23-25 Martha stated good Jewish theology - the 

resurrection will happen way in the future at the end of 

the age. But Jesus reveals “I am the resurrection …” in 

the present tense.  

 

John 1:29 John the Baptist introduces Jesus as “the Lamb 

of God” tying Him to the Jewish feast of Passover. 

Jesus died for your sins  

so you don’t have to die for your sins. 

More surprising than His death is His resurrection. 

Nobody saw that coming.  

 

The message of Christianity is not that He lived.  

It is that He lives! 

Question:  How does the truth of Jesus’ resurrection 

even beyond His life and death change the way you view 

Christianity and how you live it out? 

 

The most important question concerning Jesus is simply 

this: Do you believe Jesus is dead or alive? 

 If Jesus is alive, He IS Lord.  

Romans 10:9 

 If Jesus is alive, He is a life-giving Spirit.  

1 Corinthians 15:45 

Eternal life isn’t about “then and there,”  

it’s about “here and now.” 

 If Jesus is alive, He will come again.  

Revelation 22:20 

 

Question:  If Jesus is alive, how has each of these 3 

truths affected your life?  

 

Question:  How have you responded to the most 

important question concerning Jesus: Do you believe 

Jesus is dead or alive? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


