
The Good Life:  Do Not Covet 
Pastor Ryan Morgan 

Exodus 20:17 

Human beings do not want to feel lesser than others 

around them.  

 

Question:  All of us have the tendency to compare our 

lives to those around us. Why do you think this is? 

 

Coveting is a “wink at it” sin compared to murder.  

Question:  What are some reasons why “do not covet ...” 

makes it to the top ten? 

 

The list of neighbors stuff in Exodus is the day to day 

livelihood stuff; personal, not the latest espresso 

machine. This is not an outlawing of inspiration.  The 

only way you get your neighbors stuff is if they lose their 

stuff; their livelihood.  

 

 The pursuits of your heart are every bit as 

important to God as the actions of your hands.  

 The things that you desire will define your life. 

 

Matthew 15:8 

These 10 Commandments are not prescriptive or 

exhaustive, but are a descriptive list.  They shape how we 

relate to God and others.  

Question:  How does looking at the 10 commandments 

this way shift or confirm your understanding of them? 

 

 Covetousness removes the capacity for 

gratitude from our lives.  

If you don’t have gratitude you do not have a relationship 

with God.  

 

 If you fixate on things that do not belong to you, 

you will forfeit the things that could belong to 

you; God’s blessing. 

 

Exodus 20:3  

Idolatry is looking to anything else other than God for 

our security or fulfillment.  Covetousness is the stealth 

ability to begin making idols out of other people’s 

lifestyle while still doing everything right on the outside.  

Question:  When have you seen this in your life? 

 

The greatest blessing is our relationship with God; the 

next is relationship with others. Coveting stands opposed 

to this. 

 

If you really desire God instead of goods, it will define 

your life. We can choose what we desire. 

Question:  What does this look like in your life? 

 

Questions:  How is your gratitude?  Can you honestly 

rejoice with those who have received blessing?  How 

does coveting break down healthy, godly community? 

 

 

 

 

 


