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Exodus 20:13 

The story of the 10 Commandments start with a 

command to murder. Exodus 1:12, 15-17 

The midwives refused to obey the King because they 

“feared God.” 

 

How you treat others always reflects your 

understanding of God.  

Questions:  If the first 4 commands are about our 

relationship with God and the last 6 are about how our 

relationship with God impacts our relationship with 

others, what are the consequences to taking away the first 

4?  Do you agree the remaining 6 just become 

“suggestions”?  Why or why not?  What are the 

consequences of looking at morality as Albert Schweitzer 

proposed being based on the “reverence for life”, but 

leaving out the “Giver of life”? 

  

Scott Klusendorf says the fundamental issue of our day is 

“What makes humans valuable in the first place?” 

2 people who have heavily influenced modern thought on 

this are: 

1. Descartes “I think; therefore I am.”  

Mind = person / body = biological mass.  

2. Darwin - His theory introduces the idea that our 

world is not intentionally created by God.  

How we treat people depends on what you think 

people are. What we think people are depends on who 

you think God is.  

Questions:  How does Descartes and Darwin’s view 

differ from the view the Bible presents in Genesis 1:1,27; 

2:7 and Psalm 139:13-16?  What effect does this have on 

the command not to murder? 

 

Jesus brings this command forward in Matthew 5:21-22.   

1. Being angry with someone can reveal a murderous 

spirit.  

2. Thinking of people as anything less than a person 

created in the image of God reveals a murderous 

spirit.  

Questions:  What are some ways a murderous spirit 

looks like? What ways have you experienced this?  How 

does labeling people in groups rather than individuals fit 

with a murderous spirit? 

 

Exodus 2:12 This is one of the great ironies of this story. 

Moses was a murderer. God forgave, redeemed, restored 

and used him. 

Questions:  Are you in need of God’s forgiveness, 

redemption and restoration?  Who do you need to 

forgive? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


