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Exodus 20:12 

Questions:  Are your parents easy to honour or not so 

easy?  Why? 

 

Question:  If parents are those “who are due no honour” 

as Dr. John Ballenger writes, what effect does it have on 

a person’s view of who God is with His command for 

universal honour towards our mothers and fathers? 

 

Question:  How does looking at this command as 

directed at adults with aging parents differ from applying 

it to children? 

 

This command was spoken to the nation of Israel coming 

out of slavery and about to start fresh and build a new 

nation.  God was saying “This is the kind of people you 

are going to be.  This is the type of society you will have.  

In order to be a prosperous nation, you need functional 

families.  This happens in a culture of honour.” 

 

Question:  What are some examples where you have 

seen honour bring prosperity or dishonour bring a curse? 

 

God expects graciousness in our attitudes and actions 

toward those who have come before us.  A culture of 

honour creates the climate for justice and redemption to 

happen. 

 

This passage also speaks to the value of a person.  There 

is no honour of God without the honour of those made in 

His image. 

Question:  What do you see around you that show value 

in our culture is based on productivity? 

 

“This Biblical command is not about building an addition 

onto your house and inviting your parents to move in 

with you … but it is about making room for parents in 

your lives.”  J. Ballenger 

Questions:  What does “making room for your parents” 

look like in your life?  How is honouring parents not 

about them, but about you? 

 

If you don’t forgive your parents, you will not heal.  If 

you do not heal, you will pass your wounds along to your 

children.  If you do this, they will stand where you are in 

40 years with the choice of forgiving you or not. 

 

The best way to teach your children to obey this 

command is not to quote it, but to model it. 

 

Questions:  How does forgiveness and modeling 

contribute to building a culture of honour in our society?  

What effect will our choice to honour have on our culture 

as a whole? 

 

 

 

 


