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“The problem with God’s people right now is that they’re 

not willing to take risks.” Global Worker for 40 years  

Question:  In viewing your life, do you agree or disagree 

that you “are not willing to take risks”?  Why or why 

not? 

 

Mark 12:41-44 

In verses 38-40, Jesus is saying that religion for these 

people was a tool to gain status, wealth, power.  The 

Scribes would advise people and profit from it. They 

would even exploit widows. 

God’s heart is for the marginalized - a theme throughout 

scripture. Why is Jesus pointing out this widow?  

Because of the stark contrast of everyone else in the 

giving line.  

Jesus measures not by how much is given, but by the 

heart.  The widow demonstrated giving by: 

1. Deep sacrifice  

The rich gave out of their excess but the widow gave out 

of her need. 

Question:  What does this look like in your life? 

2. Deep trust 

We hold on to our life with everything in it, but God has 

called us to surrender our lives.  

 

We are constantly measuring our reserves (finances, 

energy) causing our lack to determine our generosity.  At 

the heart of our generosity is control. We never want to 

be in a position of lack so we give out of our excess – 

just like the Scribes did. 

Questions:  What does “measuring your reserves” look 

like in your life?  What effect does that have on your 

generosity? 

 

There is no adventure when we have a safety net; a back-

up plan.   

Question:  When was the last time your experienced the 

miraculous power of God? 

 

The widow put her whole self in the offering plate. 

Question:  What does your life look like if you “put 

yourself in the offering plate?” 

 

Questions:  What are the obstacles from you being “all 

in?”  What will you do? 

 

Question:  If giving money is easy, what can you do to 

give radically that isn’t money?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


