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The church could be defined as: followers of Jesus 

gathered on mission for Jesus.  

Ekklesia is the Greek word translated “church” means a 

“gathering of people for a specific purpose.” Not a 

religious term.  

Matthew 16:18 “I will build my church ...” Jesus is 

building a gathering of people for a specific purpose.  

 

Christianity should have never happened.  

Karen Armstrong “Against all odds, by the third century, 

Christianity had become a force to be reckoned with. We 

still do not really understand how this came about.” 

How did Christianity thrive while the Roman Empire and 

the Jewish temple didn’t? 

 1. Jesus rose from the dead.  

 2. Jesus poured out His Spirit upon His ekklesia - 

called out ones.  

Acts 1:8 

The simple formula to build the church hasn’t changed: 

we are people of the story empowered by the Spirit.  
Questions:  How does looking at Jesus building His 

church this way surprise you?  What are some of the 

factors that make it difficult for historians to understand 

why Christianity thrived? 

 

A. The Story 

Jude 17-21 

Jude 20 “Most holy faith” = who Jesus is, what Jesus has 

done, the difference Jesus makes. 

We are called to build each other up.  Wrong question: 

was I blessed?  Right question: was I a blessing? 

Questions:  What is one step you can take to shift from 

the wrong question to the right one?  Who is someone 

you can “build up” and what is one practical way that 

you can do that? 

 

B. The Spirit 

Jude 20 “... pray in the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

The Christian faith is not just a set of beliefs ... but it is 

about God’s Spirit being alive in you.  

Ephesians 1:13 

Question:  What differences in your life does it make 

that Christianity is more than a set of beliefs, but that the 

Spirit of God is within you? 

 

Emperor Julian 300 years after Jesus was saying that 

these Christian’s were doing so much good that they 

were making the Romans look bad.  

Question:  What good can you do in the power of the 

Holy Spirit that would surprise those who don’t believe 

in Jesus? 

 

Just as electricity brings heat to the stove, so the Holy 

Spirit brings the heat to our lives.  

1 Corinthians 14:2,15 

Question:  What in my life needs to shift to be filled 

with the Spirit?  Pray with someone else to be filled. 

 

 


