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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

We know our tour director Nancy well as she is a 
parishioner here at St. Paul’s.  As a result, we were 
certain this trip would be everything we expected.  
Our tour guide was another matter.  Yossi never 
ceased to surprise us with his wealth of informa-
tion, his passion for his work and his passion for 
life.  While he provided amazing commentary 
throughout, Yossi also left us to our own thoughts 
as we absorbed the people and sites around us.  
Yossi smiled all the while as he revealed Israel’s              
treasures to us one by one. 

 We eventually discovered that Yossi didn’t 
always have access to those treasures.  He was 
raised in a Kibbutz and, as Yossi described it, “God 
was ripped from my heart as a young child.”  With-
in that socialist community, everyone worked to 
supply everyone with what they needed.  In his 
case, Yossi observed people who were inclined to 
take all they needed, but who chose not to work.  
These “lazy ones” soured Yossi’s view of this lifestyle 
and unwittingly inspired his dedicated work ethic.  
Yossi celebrated the day his family was able to leave 
that place to fend for themselves with some auton-
omy.  At the same time, Yossi remained communi-
ty-minded. He’s keenly aware of the plight of Israel, 
its people and their neighbors both friendly and 
otherwise.  Yossi also considers himself to be a 
secular Jew.  Still, Yossi told us often, “You must 
pray for the people of Israel; for peace here.”  I 

found this to be a curious request in light of his 
“secular” status.  Yossi seemed to read my thoughts 
as he added, “You must do this. I don’t know how 
to pray, but you do.”  I eventually discovered that 
nothing is farther from the truth.  

 Yossi carried his backpack everywhere.  
Among the items he needed for the day, Yossi car-
ried musical instruments.  Some days, Yossi sported 
his fl ute.  Other days, he carried a tiny guitar-like 
instrument, perhaps a balalaika.  At our fi rst stop 
in Caesarea, we visited the complex constructed by 
King Herod more than two thousand years ago.  It 
includes a hippodrome, the ideal setting for the fi rst 
of many concerts with which Yossi gifted us.  Yossi 
did this throughout our tour whenever the Spirit 
moved him –and I mean that literally!  Yossi off ered 
his most precious concert in Emmaus in the Cru-
sader church there.  He surprised me for my birth-
day with Schubert’s Ave Maria.  I tried to sing along, 
but was so taken with this gesture that I could only 
listen.  Yossi played with his eyes tightly closed as 
his music drifted heavenward.  I knew then that 
Yossi prays, though perhaps he doesn’t see it.  

  Whenever we visited a site associated with 
Jesus, Yossi pulled out his iPad and directed us to 
open our “books” to a given gospel.  It didn’t 
matter that we had no bibles.  Yossi read the 
passages he’d chosen to bring us back to the 

As I read today’s gospel about Jesus’ encounter with 
the man who was born blind, I couldn’t help thinking 
about someone whom we met in Israel.  Though he 
could see as well as the rest of us, our new friend was 
deprived of his vision from birth just like the man 
born blind.  Still, he had much to add to the memorable 
adventure my dear husband and I enjoyed there.  



MARCH 26TH, 2017  FOURTH  SUNDAY OF LENT | 3

Teacher who had changed everything for many of 
us, perhaps even Yossi.  I began to wonder if our 
guide called himself a “secular” Jew because he 
didn’t want to be confused with “religious” 
Hasidic Jews. Yossi found them overbearing.  
In Yossi’s mind, they seem to have “blinded”      
themselves with rules and regulations.  They’ve lost 
sight of their concern for all of God’s people because 
these rules have taken precedence over everything 
and everyone else.  In Jerusalem, Yossi lead us to a 
Christian church where a small community of 
Messianic Jews worship.  When he introduced the 
woman who would tell us about her fellow Jews 
who believe in Jesus, she turned to Yossi to insist 
that he could off er the same explanation eff ortlessly.  
Yossi only smiled as he urged her on.

 Today’s gospel (John 9:1-41) tells us the man 
born blind was completely misunderstood by his 

neighbors and the temple authorities.  They saw 
his parents as sinners who prompted God to im-
pose this affl  iction.  In their eyes, this man deserved 
to suff er.  Only Jesus looked through the man’s 
opaque eyes into a heart broken by a lifetime of 
misjudgment and isolation.  It occurs to me that 
Jesus is doing the same for Yossi. Though he was 
robbed of seeing God until he was freed from that 
Kibbutz, something -or Someone- impels Yossi to 
open his eyes to the gifts God off ers him today.        
Yossi read those scripture passages with the passion 
of a true believer.  The things Yossi shared came 
from his heart.  Yossi inspired me as much as the 
places we visited in Israel, perhaps more so.  In the 
end, it seems to me that Yossi is far closer to God 
than he lets on, so close that it’s impossible for him 
to hide this.  In spite of Yossi’s once-impaired vision, 
God is hard at work within him, just as God is at 
work within you and me.

©2017 MARY PENICH  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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My Lenten “to-do List”

ABOUT THE COVER

LAETARE SUNDAY

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
Bring Home a Journeyings Bag and praythe 
Journeying Prayer with my family found in the 
bag

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Fill out a Transformations Card and have your 
intention prayerd for throughout the lenten 
season.

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Bring food items to church and pray for the 
hungry and the poor

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Off er a donation in support of Elder Care, and 
place in the collection basket.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Choose a task-card as I leave church today.  Pray 
with the quote on the Card and try to accom-
plish the task.

“I am the light of the world; whoever fol-
lows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.” –John 8:12

As you know, things look a lot diff erent in 
daylight than at night.  Living in the light of 
faith does the same with our interior vision.  
As we begin living in the light of Christ, we 
see people diff erently, we see God diff erent-
ly, and we see life diff erently.  Today’s cover 
is a dawn scene, helping us see as Christ 
sees.

Today is the Fourth Sunday of Lent which 
is called Laetare (Lay-Tar-Ay) Sunday.  
Laetare means “to rejoice” or “rejoicing.”  I 
really like the term because the process of 
Lent is twofold — purifi cation and 
enlightenment.  The purifi cation part 
about denying oneself and fasting, and 
cleaning out the heart.  The enlightenment 
part is about doing the positive, is about 
polishing up, and about going deeper.  We 
began Lent with the words “Remember 
that you are dust” (Purifi cation) and today 
we hear the word “Laetare!” (Enlighten-
ment).  Today reminds us that Lent is not 
only about denying  the appetites (Purifi ca-
tion) but also about polishing up the heart 
(Enlightenment).    

Your donation to today’s LENT TO-DO 
LIST will help with ElderCARE’s mission to 
help adults ages 65+ remain as healthy and 
independent as possible.   EC provides door 
to door medical transportation, home visits, 
grocery shopping trips, and workshops about 
healthy and happy living as seniors.  For more 
info visit www.eldercarelakecounty.org
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TODAY’S READING

FIRST READING -- As the prophet Samuel anointed David 
with oil, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David and re-
mained with him from that day forward   SAMUEL :B, , 

A.

PSALM -- The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want PSALM .

SECOND READING -- You who were once darkness are now 
light in the Lord. Live as children of light EPHESIANS :.

GOSPEL -- The man who was blind from birth proclaimed: The 
one called Jesus made clay with his saliva, anointed my eyes 
with it, and told me to wash. When I washed, I was able to see! 
JOHN : , , , 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

 The church slowly developed customs of reserving some 
portion of the eucharistic sacrifi ce for the sake of the dying. 
Today’s custom of placing this portion in a tabernacle for prayer 
and adoration by the faithful cannot be traced back much be-
yond the year 1,000, much to almost everyone’s surprise. There 
is simply no historical evidence of the Blessed Sacrament being 
present in a church for the purpose of having the faithful visit 
it or pray before it earlier in the church’s history. People did 
visit, of course, but the center of their attention was the altar, 
symbol of Christ’s sacrifi ce and the touchpoint between heaven 
and earth. Shrines and devotional altars abounded in medieval 
churches, but anything we might describe as a Blessed Sacra-
ment chapel would be hard to fi nd.

 Amazingly, the Eucharist was fi rst kept in private houses 
for the purpose of Holy Communion at home. As for church, 
the custom gradually developed of suspending a vessel shaped 
like a dove somewhere in the church, often over the altar. In the 
hovering bird, a few hosts, enough to satisfy the pastoral needs 
of the dying, would be secreted. The priest would lower the 
dove on a pulley as needed, but it wasn’t a focus of devotion by 
visitors to the church. It was simply a way of reassuring bishops 
who were nervous about safeguarding the Eucharist. The dove 
solution caught on in England and France after Crusaders came 
in contact with the custom in their travels in the Orthodox 
East.

REV. JAMES FIELD, COPYRIGHT C  J. S. PALUCH CO

READINGS
FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Is 65:17-21; 
Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; 
Jn 4:43-54

TUESDAY: 
Ez 47:1-9, 12; 
Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; 
Jn 5:1-16

WEDNESDAY: 
Is 49:8-15; 
Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; 
Jn 5:17-30

THURSDAY: 
Ex 32:7-14; 
Ps 106:19-23; 
Jn 5:31-47

FRIDAY: 
Wis 2:1a, 12-22; 
Ps 34:17-21, 23; 
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

SATURDAY: 
Jer 11:18-20; 
Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; 
Jn 7:40-53

SUNDAY: 
Ez 37:12-14; 
Ps 130:1-8; 
Rom 8:8-11; 
Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]
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To add a loved one to our parish sick list, please stop by the desk 
in the gathering space or e-mail: 
bulletin@saintpaultheapostle.church 

Names will be kept on the list for at least two months.  Please do 
not submit the names of others without their permission.  We 
pray for all the sick, listed or not, at every mass. 

PRAYING FOR HEALTH

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
01082017
Jacek Fijalkowski
Monica Nash

01152017 
William Geroge Quinn
Sabina Powers

01222017
Ricky Barkley
Maureen Skinner

02122017
Dee Curns
Jennifer Trunk
Waclaw Koluza

02262017
Alessandra Faith J. Bautista

03052017
Troy Quitoriano
Myron Loula

03192017
Shannon Schweiger
Cheryl Reabine
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SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2017
5:00pm:  Isadore, Margaret, Adam & Mary Kalinowski
                 Chuck Suhling

SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2017 
:AM: Gervaisa & Carole Albamonte | Carmen Noble
:AM: Bob Wilhelm | Joe Prosen Jr.
:AM: Rupert & Lynette Fernandez | Muriel Moore
:PM: Anastasio Menchavez | Troy Quitoriano
:PM: Rosa Elena Martinez | Maria Dryti

MONDAY, MARCH 27, 2017
:AM: Fr. Farrell Kane  | Joseph Schaeff er

TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2017
:AM:  Deceased members of the Faloon Family
                  Lawrence p. Connelly

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2017
:AM:  Maureen Cosper

THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2017
:AM: Charles Skip Fentress | Caleb Shaff er | Charles Fentress

FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2017
:AM: Noel and Liza Magtoto

SATURDAY, APRIL , 
:: Susan King

SUNDAY, APRIL , 
:AM: Isadore, Margaret, Adam & Mary Kalinowski | Edward Leslie
:AM: Bob Kuff ell | Rose Rudd 
:AM: John Mudrick & Family | Anselmo Cabuay
:PM: Bianca Estela Campos | Marilyn Maricle
:PM: Joseph Foley

MASS INTENTIONS
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APRIL 2 | MINISTRY SCHEDULE CONTRIBUTIONS

Sunday Giving:         $ 17,451.93

St.Vincent dePaul:   $ 3992.00

Online Giving for Month of Feburary:

                        $ 10,497.52

M 19, 2017

For a statement of your contribu-
tions for 2016, fi ll out a request at 
the desk in the gathering space.  
There are two binders: one for 
U.S. Mail requests and one for 
e-mail requests.  The letter will be 
sent to you during the week after 
your request is received.   

TAX CONTRIBUTION 
STATEMENTS

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
UPDATES:

NOW FUNCTIONING: Our 
automatic/handicap-accessible 
doors on each of the church’s main 
entrance are now operational.  We 
sincerely hope this helps our visitors 
access our church building.

Phase I of the sound system up-
dates was successfully completed 
which included the replacement of 
the failing DSP matrix and installa-
tion of replacement mixing board. 

With the help of the Saint Paul 
geeks, we continue to make progress 
towards the fi nished installation of 
our network infrastructure which 
will play host to our new public wi-fi  
system, electronic access-security 
system, 22 security cameras, Dante 
sound system, and hearing loop.

We have many other exciting 
developments that we look forward 
to sharing with you in upcoming 
updates.  Stay tuned!
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 SATURDAY, MARCH 25
6:30AM MEN’S LEGACY | AM SHIFT
12:30PM BAPTISM
1:30PM BAPTISM
5:00PM MASS

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
7:30AM MASS
9:00AM RCIA
9:00AM MASS
10:45AM MASS
12:15PM MASS
1:30PM BAPTISM
2:00PM BAPTISM
3:00PM LIFE TEEN SETUP
5:00PM MASS | LIFETEEN
6:00PM LIFETEEN | LIFE NIGHT
6:30PM DIVORCE SUPPORT GROUP 

MONDAY, MARCH 27
7:30AM MASS
1:00PM BOOK CLUB | PRAYER IS A POWERFUL WEAPON

TUESDAY, MARCH 28
7:30AM MASS
2:00PM FAITH SHARING
7:00PM CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER
7:00PM BOOK CLUB | PRAYER IS A POWERFUL WEAPON
7:00PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29
7:30AM MASS
9:30AM WEDNESDAY AM BIBLE STUDY
6:00PM RECORDER ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL
7:00PM ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL
7:00PM BIBLE STUDY | WEDNESDAY EVENING  

THURSDAY, MARCH 30
7:30AM MASS
9:00AM HOME SCHOOL CO OP
4:45PM CHILDREN’S CHOIR REHEARSAL
7:00PM HAND BELL REHEARSAL

FRIDAY, MARCH 31
7:30AM MASS
9:30AM FRIDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
7:00PM LITURGY OF THE HOURS

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
6:30AM AM SHIFT
11:00AM FISCAL YEAR 2017 2018 BUDGET MEETING
1:30PM BAPTISM
4:00PM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY TICKET SALES
5:00PM MASS

SUNDAY, APRIL 2  | HOSPITALITY WEEKEND 
7:30AM MASS
9:00AM RCIA
9:00AM MASS
10:45AM MASS
12:15PM MASS
3:00PM LIFE TEEN SETUP 
5:00PM MASS | LIFETEEN
6:00PM LIFETEEN | LIFE NIGHT
6:30PM DIVORCE SUPPORT GROUP

Calendar of Events

The annual budget meeting is when the parish staff  meets to 
discuss the overall parish budget and the budgets for the 

various ministries (FSF, music, youth ministry, the rectory, main-
tenance, and capital improvements) for the coming year.  This 

year the meeting is open for any parishioners who may want to 
attend.  

Where: The Parish House (i.e., the Rectory)
When:  11 o’clock until Noon on Saturday, April 1st

BUDGET MEETING

You are invited to come on Tuesday 
evenings at 7pm for 10 weeks, in the 
West Room, to begin your guided 
tour of Miss Clara’s world, with Judy 
Macrowski.  Participants will be asked 
to read and refl ect as the POWER OF 
PRAYER unfolds in the novel, War 
Room, and in your daily life.  Please do 
no begin reading until your guide gives 
you direction! Purchase the book on 
Amazon ($10) before the fi rst meeting.  
For questions or to sign up please con-
tact Judy at 
jmacrowski@gmail.com

Book Club
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Bible Study
Come join the party! Literally!

On April 5, both the morning and evening groups 
will have some time to visit, munch, learn about our 
new course coming up. 

Beginning April 12, we will embark on an 8-week 
“prayer retreat” called OREMUS: A Guide to 
Catholic Prayer, exploring diff erent styles of 
personal prayer, deepen your spriritual senses, and 
learn how to let Scripture guide you into 
spontaneous prayer. How do we hear God’s voice? 
Prayer is very personal, and our experience is 
uniqquely diff erent for each off  us.  There is a great 
workbook/journal with video notes for this course 
for  $15 that will be a special tool to have on this 
2-month retreat.

Please call Barbara Wagner at 847-767-1202 if you 
have any questions.  We meet at both 9:30am and 
7:00pm every Wednesday downstairs in the West 
Room.  If you have never come before, check us out, 
or if you have, bring a friend!

We encounter Fernando in El Salvador where, despite a 

lack of economic opportunity, youth are pursuing their 

dreams of building business to better the lives of their 

families.  How have you worked to better the lives of oth-

ers this Lent?  

                                                 VISIT CRSRICEBOWL.ORG
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 GAGES LAKE ROAD  GURNEE, IL 

PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY  OFFICE MANAGER
INFO SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 8:30AM  5:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847 918 0600

SATURDAY EVENING: 
5:00PM

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY  BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 8:30AM  5:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847 918 0600

LIFETEEN
JON BLEVINS
LIFETEEN SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

847 918 0600 x22

FAMILY  SPIRITUAL FORMATION
TAMMY OBERSTAR  ADMIN ASSISTANT
FSF SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 8:30AM  3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847 816 8677

SUNDAY: 
7:30 | 9:00 | 10:45 | 12:15 | 5:00PM

WEEKDAY MASS: 
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

PASTORAL STAFF

IN AN ABSOLUTE EMERGENCY, YOU MAY USE THIS CELL PHONE 
NUMBER AS A DIRECT LINE TO THE PASTOR:  847 485 9297

REV. GREGORY HOUCK, O.CARM  PASTOR
FRGREG SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

REV. DAVID GENDERS, O.CARM  ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRDAVE SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DEACONMIKE SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DEACONIVAN SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

DEACON MARK PURDOME
DEACONMARK SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH



Crisis Support Resources
FOOD PANTRIES:

Avon Township: 847-546-1446

Holy Family: 847-782-4166

Saint Anastasia: 847-623-2112

Warren Township: 847-244-1101

Saint Vincent dePaul: 847-347-0832

COUNSELING:

Holbrook Center: 312-655-7725

SUICIDE PREVENTION

Emergency: 911

800-411-0103

440-953-8255

DOMESTIC ABUSE 

A safe Place Hotline: 8472494450

Sexual Abuse: 847-872-7799

PREGNANCY SUPPORT:

Aid for Women: 847-249-2700

POSTABORTION

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT:

Project Rachel: 800-SWE-CARE

EMERGENCY SHELTER:

PADS: 847-698-4357

Catholic Charities: 847-748-4000


