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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

 As I prepare for Holy Week, images from my trip to Israel fi ll me up.  While there, that wonderful and 
troubled country truly became holy land to me.  It was impossible to sail the Sea of Galilee of Galilee without 
imagining Jesus in a small boat fi lled with his best friends.  It was impossible to walk through Nazareth and 
Capernaum and up the Mount of the Beatitudes without sensing Jesus’ presence.  The little boy  lept in the 
Garden of Gethsemane saved the rest of us from wretched lives by revealing God’s love for us in everything 
he said and did.  If Jesus had done no more, this would have been enough.  When I looked over the ancient 
city of Jerusalem, I repeated the question I’d asked so often during this trip: “What were you thinking, Jesus?”  
Though I cannot pretend to know Jesus’ thoughts, he seems to answer just the same... 

 

 Judas cautions me, “Beware!” I know Judas wrestles with himself over what has 
become of my work.  He smiles when the crowds gather to see me.  “Approachability 
is an asset,” Judas says.  “It endears you to the people.”  Still, Judas worries because I 
alienate others who might be helpful one day.  I spend too much time with outcasts 
–the poor, the sick, the sinful.  Poor dear Judas, don’t you realize that these are the 
ones for whom I have come?  Judas is particularly agitated today because things 
aren’t going according to his plan.  Though the crowds wave palms and praise my 
name, Judas tells me that I must beware.  Rumblings of discontent fi ll the air.  This 
mule carries me across a path of olive branches and capes, while the temple hierarchy 
mumble condemnations against me.  Judas considers his options at this very moment.  
If things continue as they are, he will execute his plan.  Yes, Father, he will execute 
his plan.  Peter, John, Thomas and the others dismiss their suspicions as they lose 
themselves in this revelry.  Father, they cannot imagine what is to come.  Only you 
and I know what is in store as I make my way into Jerusalem.

  As I look back, my battle with evil in the desert seems a distant dream.  Not 
so my trip up the mountainside with Peter, James and John.  My muscles relax for a 
moment as I off er a smile to the crowd.  Your Presence fi lls me up and once again I 
am transformed within.  I know I will endure.  One woman who chants, “Hosanna!” 
looks much like the woman at Jacob’s well.  I will always cherish the moment her 
heart caught fi re and she saw you within me.  She continues to live in your name, 
Father.  Bless her with strength for the journey.  The man who now sees is another 
witness to your glory.  Not a day goes by that he does not repeat the tale of his journey 
into the light.  This one understands, Father, for he lived in physical darkness and the 
darkness of isolation.  He will see to it that every one you place in his path is given a 
glimpse of you.  He cannot help himself, Father, because he is on fi re with love for you.  
I am blessed with so many reminders of your love.  Mary, Martha and Lazarus made 
their home my own, just as they make a home for me in their hearts.  When it was 
most diffi  cult to understand, Mary and Martha held onto hope and believed.  What 
joy will be theirs when they are home with us!  Now, Jerusalem welcomes me, Father, 
and so it begins.  When the darkness seems impenetrable, light their way, Father.  
When the darkness closes in and I can do no more, Father, light my way...
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crew of followers who resemble you and me at our 
best and at our worst.  Through everything he said 
and did, Jesus taught these disciples and all who 
would listen how deeply God loves them and how 
important it is that they pay this blessing forward 
by loving one another.  This Holy Week 2017, 
our homes and neighborhoods, our workplaces, 
schools and this church become holy land because 
it is in these places that Jesus repeats these lessons 
for us all.  It is in these places that we get to know 
Jesus best. 

No, I cannot pretend to know Jesus’ thoughts as 
the crowd cheered him into Jerusalem.  I can only 
turn to the words and deeds which brought Jesus to 
that moment in time to gain some understanding 
of these events.  This one who rode into Jerusalem 
amidst the crowd who would make him king 
arrived not many years earlier in a stable.  This one 
who struck fear in the scribes and Pharisees grew 
into manhood among Nazareth’s poor.  With an 
unshakable commitment to his mission and to us, 
this one loved us enough to embrace the cross.  All 
of his life, Jesus insisted that God remains steadfast 
in loving every one of us.  Jesus gathered a motley 

 Yes, we are now a .church 
domain! We are excited to 
announce the launch of our 
renewed web presence: 

www.saintpaultheapostle.church  

The name is a little long, but we 
hope that you will fi nd it a useful 
portal into the active life of our 
parish community.  

 On the website, you will  
easily fi nd the most relevant 
content.  Whether it is a question 
about baptisms or to check the 
calendar, you will fi nd it all readily 
avaliable.  
 We have also teamed up 
with formed.org to provide for 
you, free of cost, the best of 
contemporary Catholic media. So, 
if you are looking for a e-book to 

read, a movie to share with the 
family, or a podcast to listen to on 
the way to work you will fi nd it all 
with our parish subscription.
 Over the next few months, 
you will continue to see the site 
grow with features we are really 
excited to introduce.  We will 
continue to keep you up-to-date, 
both in print and online!

Come visit our new home on the web
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PALM SUNDAY

PABASA IS BACK!!!
The Filipino Community of St. Paul the Apostle is hosting 
Pabasa (pa-BA-sa) starting at 9:00 pm 
on Holy Thursday at the West Room.

READINGS
FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Is 42:1-7
Ps 27:1-3, 13-14
Jn 12:1-11

TUESDAY: 
Is 49:1-6
Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17
Jn 13:21-33, 36-38

WEDNESDAY: 
 Is 50:4-9a
Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34
Mt 26:14-25

THURSDAY CHRISM MASS: 
Is 61:1-3ab, 6a, 8b-9
Ps 89:21-22, 25, 27
Rv 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21
Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14 
Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18
1 Cor 11:23-26
Jn 13:1-15

FRIDAY: 
Is 52:13 -- 53:12
Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9
Jn 18:1 -- 19:42

SATURDAY: 
Gn 1:1 -- 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a]
Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18]
Ex 14:15 -- 15:1
Is 55:1-11
Rom 6:3-11
Mt 28:1-10

SUNDAY: 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
1 Cor 5:6b-8
Mt 28:1-10

EASTER SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE

7:30AM | 9:00AM
10:45AM | 12:15PM   

TRIDUUM SCHEDULE

Holy Thursday  7:00PM
Good Friday  7:00PM
Holy Saturday  7:00PM

*   5:00    

When the people of Jerusalem carried palm branches to 
welcome Jesus, they were already used to carrying palms to 
welcome the king or the emperor. It was an exterior symbol 
of victory and triumph and power. On the day Jesus arrived to 
Jerusalem, they used palms because they were expecting Jesus 
to be another emperor who off ered an exterior solution to their 
problems. They expected him to throw out the Romans, 
clean-up the Temple, and restore the monarchy. By riding a 
young donkey instead of riding a chariot pulled by mighty 
horses, though, Jesus let them know that his arrival would mean 
something diff erent. Jesus was there to conquer sin and death, 
and Jesus was there to conquer their hearts. He was off ering a 
deeper solution, an interior solution instead.

Today we carry palm branches. Let’s hope that this is not just an 
exterior symbol for us too – something to decorate our house 
with, or something to weave into crosses, or a quaint custom we 
do once a year but actually doesn’t mean that much. Rather, let’s 
hope Jesus has conquered our hearts, and we truly trust that he 
conquered sin and death in our lives. So as we carry palms in 
our hands today, let us carry palms also in our hearts. That ain’t 
quaint. –Fr Greg
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SUNDAY,  APRIL 9
7:30AM FSF 6TH GRADE SEDER SET UP
7:30AM MASS
8:30AM FSF SUNDAY A
9:00AM RCIA
9:00AM MASS
9:30AM FSF 6TH GRADE SEDER
10:15AM FSF SUNDAY B
10:45AM MASS
12:15PM MASS
1:30PM BAPTISM
2:00PM BAPTISM
3:00PM LIFE TEEN SETUP
5:00PM MASS | LIFETEEN
6:00PM LIFETEEN | LIFE NIGHT
6:30PM DIVORCE SUPPORT GROUP 

MONDAY,  APRIL 10
7:30AM MASS
9:30AM MINISTRY OF CARE AT SUNRISE 
12:00PM MIDDAY PRAYER
1:00PM BOOK CLUB | PRAYER IS A POWERFUL WEAPON
7:00PM RCIA REHEARSAL

TUESDAY, APRIL 11
7:30AM MASS
12:00PM MIDDAY PRAYER
2:00PM FAITH SHARING
7:00PM CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 12
7:30AM MASS
9:30AM WEDNESDAY AM BIBLE STUDY
12:00PM MIDDAY PRAYER
5:00PM FSF 6TH GRADE SEDER SET UP
6:00PM FSF WEDNESDAY B
6:00PM RECORDER ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL
7:00PM ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL
7:00PM BIBLE STUDY | WEDNESDAY EVENING  
7:00PM PACK 627 COMMITTEE MEETING

THURSDAY,  APRIL 13
7:00PM HOLY THURSDAY MASS

FRIDAY,  APRIL 14  GOOD FRIDAY
3:00PM MEDITATION IN THE CHURCH
7:00PM GOOD FRIDAY

SATURDAY, APRIL 15  HOLY SATURDAY 
11L00AM RECONCILIATION IN PARISH HOUSE
2:00PM BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD
7:00PM HOLY SATUDAY MASS

SUNDAY,  APRIL 16  EASTER SUNDAY
7:30AM MASS
9:00AM MASS
10:45AM MASS
12:15PM MASS

Calendar of EventsEASTER SUNDAY  | MINISTRY SCHEDULE
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
01152017 
William Geroge Quinn
Sabina Powers

01222017
Ricky Barkley
Maureen Skinner

02122017
Dee Curns
Jennifer Trunk
Waclaw Koluza

02262017
Alessandra Faith J. Bautista

03052017
Troy Quitoriano
Myron Loula

03192017
Shannon Schweiger
Cheryl Reabine

03262017
Ed Piggot
Nick Rewis

03312017
Patty Goetz
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 ,  -  
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SATURDAY, APRIL , 
:: Isadore, Margaret, Adam & Mary Kalinowski
          Walter, & Emily Macrowski 

SUNDAY, APRIL , 
:AM: Ravi Kurien | Mary Hodnik
:AM: Apocona Garcia & Natividad Cambay | Walter Simkowski
:AM: Thomas Rajchel | Tom Wessel
:PM: Chuck Gresser | Bohanie Vargas
:PM: Jim Shaff er | John Gawron

MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2017
:AM: Erica Bushick  

TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2017
:AM:  Pat and Donald Hope

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2017
:AM:  Donald Weidner

THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2017
:PM: Bernice Swazas | Fred and Joan Harold

FRIDAY, APRIL 14, 2017
Good Friday- No Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, APRIL , 
:PM: Chuck Suhling | Anastasio Menchavez

SUNDAY, APRIL , 
:AM: Isadore, Margaret, Adam & Mary Kalinowski
    Harry and Jeanette Siuda
:AM: Lowell Hall | Eugene Kolaczkowski
:AM: Steven Dulak | Stanley Dulak
:PM: Al and Fritz Konieczny | Valeriano Ventura
:PM: Zofi a Kieta

MASS INTENTIONS
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HOW TO GIVE VIA PHONE

HOW TO GIVE VIA WEB

2  YOU WILL RECEIVE A 
RESPONSE TEXT.  FOLLOW 
INSTRUCTIONS.

1  SEND TEXT TO 84321 
WITH $ AMOUNT  

1  NAVIGATE TO:   WWW.SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

2 SELECT “GIVING” FROM THE NAVIGATION BAR AT THE TOP OF THE 
WEBPAGE.

3  SELECT SAINT PAUL THE 
APOSTLE FROM THE LIST OF 
CHURCHES.

4  COMPLETE THE PROCESS 
USING AN EMAIL ADDRESS 
AND PAYMENT INFORMATION

3  UNDER THE HEADER “THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT” YOU CAN CLICK THE 
‘DONATE NOW’ BUTTON. 

4  A WINDOW WILL POP UP WHICH 
WILL ALLOW YOU TO QUICKLY COM
PLETE THE DONATION PROCESS. NOTE: 
POP UPS MUST BE ENABLED ON YOUR                  
COMPUTER.  WE USE THIS APPROACH TO 
ENSURE A HIGHLY SECURE TRANSACTION 
CAN OCCUR.
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CONTRIBUTIONS
*Due to an early bulletin deadline for 

Palm Sunday, contribution 

information for April 2, 2017 will be 

available in the Easter Bulletin.

For a statement of your contributions 
for 2016, fi ll out a request at the desk in 
the gathering space.  There are two 
binders: one for U.S. Mail requests and 
one for e-mail requests.  The letter will 
be sent to you during the week after 
your request is received.   

TAX CONTRIBUTION 
STATEMENTS

You’ve been seeing quite a few changes around the parish 
recently.  A new mixing board, new microphones for the choir, 
lectors, and priests, automatic doors, a new website and data 
management platform, just to name a few...

I’d like to do more and expand our mission a bit.  For example, 
we have a number of assisted-living facilities opening in the 
neighborhood where I’m hoping we can regularly off er 
Communion services and mass.  I’d like to see a young adult 
ministry.  I’d also like to see an outreach to FSF parents 
(education, workshops, maybe a newsletter?).  And I’d like to 
see the bereavement ministry restarted. 

None of this is expensive, but our budget is currently just at the 
edge of running into the red; and it’s been running right at the 
edge for a number of years now.  With just a slight increase in 
giving, we can launch these new ministries and maybe a few 
others.   

Beginning today, as part of the new website, we’re off ering a 
user-friendly way to support Saint Paul’s.  On-line giving.  
Yes, I know that we’re currently using an on-line donation 
website called GiveCentral.  But ours is much easier to use, it 
will be even more secure.  Father Dave and his committee of 
high-powered geeks guarantee you can complete the process in 
under 30 seconds. 

How does this benefi t Saint Paul the Apostle parish?  Great 
question!  By setting up a recurring donation using the online 
donation platform, we are able to use that data in the creation 
of forecasts that allow us to budget for the hiring of new staff  
and creation of new programs.  It benefi ts YOU as well!  Our 
system will allow for you to more easily see and manage your 
charitable giving as well. 

In light of these new opportunities available to us, these are my 
requests:  

1)   For faithful envelope users,  consider using our electronic 
donation system to set up a reoccurring payment
2)   and for those who don’t use envelopes (which is the 
majority) consider giving regularly.  Setting up a online account 
is easy and helps us greatly.
3)   and for everyone, please consider on-line giving by moving 
the way you support your parish to saintpaultheapostle.church
 
Yours, always with gratitude, 
In Christ,
Fr Greg

A New way of supporting your Catholic Home

WHAT ABOUT GIVECENTRAL?

Greetings from the business offi  ce. 
We are excited about the new giving 
platform and would like to request 
our current online givers to adopt 
this new platform. 

If you are currently using GiveCen-
tral and would like to switch to the 
new St. Paul website giving platform, 
simply follow the instructions below.  

You can delete your payment infor-
mation by logging into Give Central, 
click on “My Profi le”, click the edit 
box, and delete your name, credit 
card or bank account number, CVV,  
and zip code and hit save. Repeat 
this for all accounts. 

As an added measure, you can also 
delete your giving events on the “My 
Account” page by clicking the trash 
can next to each event. 

If you have any questions, contact 
Bob Sekany in the business offi  ce.
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 GAGES LAKE ROAD  GURNEE, IL 

PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY  OFFICE MANAGER
INFO SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 8:30AM  5:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847 918 0600

SATURDAY EVENING: 
5:00PM

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY  BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 8:30AM  5:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847 918 0600

LIFETEEN
JON BLEVINS
LIFETEEN SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

847 918 0600 x22

FAMILY  SPIRITUAL FORMATION
TAMMY OBERSTAR  ADMIN ASSISTANT
FSF SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 8:30AM  3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847 816 8677

SUNDAY: 
7:30 | 9:00 | 10:45 | 12:15 | 5:00PM

WEEKDAY MASS: 
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

PASTORAL STAFF

IN AN ABSOLUTE EMERGENCY, YOU MAY USE THIS CELL PHONE 
NUMBER AS A DIRECT LINE TO THE PASTOR:  847 485 9297

REV. GREGORY HOUCK, O.CARM  PASTOR

FRGREG SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

REV. DAVID GENDERS, O.CARM  ASSOCIATE PASTOR

FRDAVE SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH

DEACONMIKE SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DEACONIVAN SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

DEACON MARK PURDOME
DEACONMARK SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH



Crisis Support Resources
FOOD PANTRIES:
Avon Township: 847-546-1446

Holy Family: 847-782-4166

Saint Anastasia: 847-623-2112

Warren Township: 847-244-1101

Saint Vincent dePaul: 847-347-0832

COUNSELING:
Holbrook Center: 312-655-7725

SUICIDE PREVENTION
Emergency: 911

800-411-0103

440-953-8255

DOMESTIC ABUSE 
A safe Place Hotline: 8472494450

Sexual Abuse: 847-872-7799

PREGNANCY SUPPORT:
Aid for Women: 847-249-2700

POST ABORTION
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT:
Project Rachel: 800-SWE-CARE

EMERGENCY SHELTER:
PADS: 847-698-4357

Catholic Charities: 847-748-4000


