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YOUTH INNER-CITY
MISSION EXPERIENCE

Twenty-five youth-group members 
of the Calimesa Church, accompanied 
by five adult sponsors, participated in 
volunteer ministry activities in inner-
city Los Angeles on July 15-19, 2018. 

It was the third consecutive year 
of city volunteer experience for the 
church youth, notes their leader, Pas-
tor Aren Rennacker – first to Los An-
geles in 2016, then to San Francisco, 
and back to LA again this year.

Some of this year’s participants, 
Jake Langford and Morgan Garcia, 
have volunteered with all three trips.  
Jake recalls that in year one, “I was 
hesitant to talk with the people we 
met, but this time I was more comfort-
able walking up and talking and doing 
things with them.”  

Morgan sees value in having 
gained “a perspective on how other 
people’s lives are,” and also “getting 
to know everyone in our youth group 
better. I was able to see how much I’ve 
grown since we went to Los Angeles 
two years ago,” she concludes.

The Calimesa team’s mission 
experiences have been arranged by the 
Center for Student Missions (CSM)
with lodging in Los Angeles at the 
First Nazarene Church.  The Calimesa 
volunteers were divided into three 
groups with each group assigned to 
one “anchor site” – either the Salva-
tion Army/South Los Angeles, the 
Union Rescue Mission on Skid Row, 
or Las Familias, an organization pro-
viding children’s services to troubled 
families. In addition to their anchor-
site assignments, group members 

engaged in other service projects such 
as food-packing at the LA Food Bank, 
handing out pastries at the park and 
playing social games with the elderly.  

Highlights of the trip included a 
night of worship at the Union Rescue 
Mission with those who live on Skid 
Row; a prayer tour with knowledge-
able CSM guides pointing out the 
special challenges facing those who 
live in various city neighborhoods; 
and a final night of affirmation on the 
beach at Santa Monica.

Pastor Aren summarizes the mis-
sion experience as one that brought 
great blessing to the student volunteers 
as well as those they worked to help 
and serve.  “Only by the prayers and 
financial support of church members 
and, of course, the time contributed 
by the adult sponsors and the students 
themselves, could the mission adven-
ture be possible.  Thank you!”

   Morgan Garcia            Holly Wagner
   with new friend      helping in the kitchen

Maddie Hoffer showing her guitar

“UNTIL THAT DAY”
Marcellis (Marti) Albertson

11/4/1924 - 8/4/2018

Marcellis (Marti) Albertson 
passed away early Sabbath morning, 
August 4, 2018. She went peacefully 
with her family around her giving 
her comfort and love. Marti and her 
husband Phil joined the Calimesa 
church family in 1988.  They had re-
cently moved from Colorado to retire 
in the warm sunshine of a state that 
provided golfing opportunities year-
round.  Marti became very involved 
with the Calimesa church ministries 
by joining the women’s bible study, 
adopting shut-ins for visitation and 
working with Community Services as 
a volunteer.  She eventually became 
the Community Services director and 
served in this capacity for 15+ years.  
Marti loved her church family and the 
close friendships she made.  One of 
her greatest joys, in the past year, was 
chatting with these friends after the 
church services.  She was a wonderful 
mother, grandmother, great grand-
mother, sister, aunt and friend.  She 
has left us with a perfect example of 
true Christian love and acceptance.  
We look forward to seeing her again 
in the glory of heaven.  The Calimesa 
Seventh-day Adventist Church will 
host a memorial service for Marti on  
September 8, 2018 at 4 pm. 

Marti Albertson with daughters 
Phyliss Parton (L) and Diana Albertson (R)

by Aren Rennacker
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Upcoming Events
 
  Sept. 9   Prime-Timers event.  2:15 pm
   See page 3

  Sept. 15  Pathfinder Bik-a-thon
    See page 6 for details

  Nov. 3     Blood Drive - Calimesa  
    Church Parking lot.  
    8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

  Mar, 9, 2019.  Women’s Retreat    
      Speaker - Pastor Chris Oberg

ALFRED’S RIDDLE
How do you identify a 

dogwood tree?? 
answer on page  3  
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September

“AN EXPERIMENT” 
I want to invite you to try a 

simple experiment with me.  I’ve 
never done this before with a news-
letter article but thought I would 
like to give it a try.  Simply do the 
following:  Please, slowly and in an 
unhurried manner, read the follow-
ing passage from Romans 12:3-18.  
Pause at the end of the reading and 
write down any words or phrases 
you sense the Holy Spirit may be 
drawing you to pay attention to.  
Repeat this process a couple more 
times.  Then pray; have a conversa-
tion with Jesus about the things 
you sense He has brought to your 
attention through His Word.  Then, 
live into the Word He has given 
you through scripture.  Finally, if 
you are comfortable, please let me 
know you tried the experiment.
Romans 12:3-18

3 For by the grace given me I say 
to every one of you: Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, 
but rather think of yourself with sober 
judgment, in accordance with the faith 
God has distributed to each of you. 

4 For just as each of us has one 
body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same 
function, 5 so in Christ we, though 
many, form one body, and each mem-
ber belongs to all the others. 

6 We have different gifts, accord-
ing to the grace given to each of us. If 
your gift is prophesying, then prophesy 
in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is 
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, 
then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then 
give encouragement; if it is giving, 
then give generously; if it is to lead, do 
it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do 
it cheerfully.  

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what 
is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be 
devoted to one another in love. Honor 
one another above yourselves. 

11 Never be lacking in zeal, but 
keep your spiritual fervor, serving the 
Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share 
with the Lord’s people who are in 
need. Practice hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; mourn with those 
who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with 
one another. Do not be proud, but be 
willing to associate with people of low 
position. Do not be conceited.

17 Do not repay anyone evil for 
evil. Be careful to do what is right in 
the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is pos-
sible, as far as it depends on you, live 
at peace with everyone. 

Worship Calendar
SEPTEMBER

 Sept. 1       Jon Ciccarelli
 
 Sept. 8       Jon Ciccarelli

 Sept. 15     Aren Rennacker

 Sept. 22    Jon Ciccarelli

 Sept. 29    Isaac Kim

 OCTOBER
 Oct. 6        Jon Ciccarelli

 Oct. 13      Jon Ciccarelli
 
 Oct. 20      Ken Curtis

 Oct. 27      Jon Ciccarelli
 

SAVE THE DATE

Thought for Today
This is Jesus speaking to you dear 

Calimesa Friend:    
“Come To Me. Come To Me. Come to 
Me. This is My continual invitation 
to you, proclaimed in holy whispers.   
When your heart and mind are quiet, 
you can hear Me inviting you to draw 
near.  Coming close to Me requires no 
great effort on your part; it is more 
like ceasing to resist the magnetic 
pull of My Love.  Open yourself to My 
loving Presence, so that I may fill you 
with My fullness.”  
(from Jesus Calling, by Sarah Young)

At His Feet,
Pastor Jon
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Calimesa’s In-Betweeners 
group has changed its name - it is 
now called Prime-Timers.  This 
organization’s purpose is to be an 
adult social opportunity group.  If 
you are an adult and any planned 
activity appeals to you – sign up 
and bring a friend or two.  If you 
are not receiving e-mails regard-
ing the activities of this group 
and would like to, please send an 
e-mail-message to Bonnie Parker 
rlpbrp@roadrunner.com.

The first event for this season 
is coming soon – Sunday, Sep-
tember 9 at 2:15 pm.  We will be 
attending Life House Theater for 
“The Disciples of Christ” and then 
have dinner at Spaghetti Factory in 
Redlands.  If you have not already 
made reservations – please call the 
theater for tickets (909-335-3037) 
or purchase on-line.  Then call 
Bonnie Parker (909-797-0288) for 
dinner reservations.

Here are some other activities 
being planned (Dates might be a 
little flexible – but we are hoping to 
stick to these):

October 27, 2018 – Travelogue 
and Hot Dog Roast; You will be 
invited to share a few pictures and 
tales of your travels.

December 1, 2018 – A church 
neighborhood outreach with carol-
ing and cookies along with a hay 
ride and Christmas storytelling.

If you would like to plan an 
event, please contact the Parkers 
(rlpbrp@roadrunner.com) or the 
Fillmans (aafillman@verizon.net).

PRIME-TIMERS
EVENTS

Blessed Be The
Tie That Binds

by Damaris Matthews

In early April of this year I returned 
to China to teach English in a rural area of 
Shangdong Province known as Dong E.  
My previous experience had been teach-
ing English at Sir Run Run Shaw Hospital 
in the more celebrated city of Hangzhou 
(pop. 9 million) where, in spite of China’s 
official declaration of atheism, it is quite 
easy to find a house of Christian wor-
ship and a fellowship of believers with 
whom to share the love Christ. In fact, I 
worshipped with five different Seventh-
day Adventist congregations while there. 
However, finding a place where wor-
shippers gather in rural Dong E is quite 
another matter. 

As I was born into an Adventist home, 
fellowship with believers on Sabbath - the 
prayers, the songs, the inspired word - has 
been an important rhythm of my life for 
six decades.  Therefore, it was with much 
dismay that I heard this pronouncement 
from hospital staff, “There is no church 
in Dong E.”  This was not to say there is 
no SDA church; after all, plenty of small 
towns in America lack an SDA presence 
but have other Christian representation.  
No, this statement was a bold utterance 
that no building dedicated to the worship 
of God exists in Dong E at all.  The people 
here are literally unchurched.  I could not 
imagine six months without Christian fel-
lowship.

While stewing over this bleak pos-
sibility for the next couple of weeks, I 
thought of many contacts, including my 
sponsors at Loma Linda University, who 
could possibly help me connect with a 
faith community.  The Spirit led me to 
settle on my dear friend Jane, living 475 
miles to the south in Hangzhou, as the 
best source to help me connect with a 
nearby SDA church.  The “Six Degrees 
of Separation” theory states that we can 
reach anyone in the world by asking only 
six people.  Within the Adventist world, 
we need ask only two. Sure enough, Jane 
supplied me with not one, but three SDA 
contacts in Liaocheng, a mere 45-minute 
drive away.  

So it was that I came to know a 
wonderful group of young adults intent 
on spreading God’s love in this corner of 
the world. Students from Korea enrolled 

in Liaocheng University had started a 
home fellowship, inviting their classmates 
to join them each Sabbath morning.  The 
Northern Asia-Pacific Division of SDA 
recognized this fellowship by sending a 
local, “John,” as an Elder to strengthen 
the group.  This situation made for some 
interesting sessions as the worship leaders 
spoke Korean, paused while someone 
translated to Chinese and then a third 
person translated from Chinese to English.  
Somehow the Spirit put it all together 
and blessed us all.  Even the Dong E staff 
member who accompanied me to church 
listened intently to the service with won-
dering delight and exclaimed afterward, 
“I love church!”  Hopefully, the newly 
planted seed will receive water and grow.    

 History tells us, though, that the 
church does not sail forever on calm seas.  
A month ago, “John” was accosted by lo-
cal police and questioned for over an hour 
about “this church business”.   Fortunately, 
the Chinese authorities found his answers 
satisfactory and let him go with a stern 
warning about associating with corrupting 
foreigners. “It is forbidden!” they said. In 
turn, John and a couple of other church 
members were concerned enough about 
my well-being to pay me a home visit, 
discuss the situation and pray together.

Still, it is a wonderful thing about 
the people of God that they know and 
recognize each other no matter how far 
they travel or how diverse the language.  
It is reassuring to greet one another in the 
name of Jesus, to sing praises to God, to 

Damaris attending house church
in China.  Snap-together mats are

used for ‘chairs.’

Damaris with a Korean student leader

RIDDLE ANSWER
By It’s Bark
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Art and Darlene Earl celebrating
50 years of marriage

… Art and Darlene Earll celebrated 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary on Sun-
day June 10, 2018 at their Cherry Valley 
home.  All of their children and grand-
children were present along with many 
friends from church.  Art and Darlene 
were married June 16, 1968 at the Pacific 
Union College Church.  Congratulations 
to the Earlls!!

…Redland’s Life House Theater was 
blessed by having Calimesa members take 
part in the productions this current season?  
The Frykman family all took part as vol-
unteers, helping in the media area, being 
in the cast and helping guests as they came 
to enjoy the various plays at the theater.  
Tyler Parker has just joined the produc-
tion staff working behind the scenes in 
lighting.  We are so fortunate to have a lo-
cal, Christian theater that provides hands-
on experience working with Christian cast 
members and mentors. 

…Earl Mack’s 70th birthday celebra-
tion of God’s blessing was held at the 
Fireside room on August 18, 2018?  If 
you would like to send Earl a greeting his 
address is: 36476 Woodbriar St. Yucaipa, 
CA. 92399. 

…Meredith Brinegar traveled solo, 
meeting a group of archeology buffs in 
Tel Aviv, Israel for a tour of Israel and 
Jordan July 2-15?  Besides the more com-
mon Biblical sites, there were numerous 
archeological “digs” and ancient sites the 
group traversed on foot.  Check Petra off 
Meredith’s bucket list!  (Meredith said this 
trip wasn’t for sissies!)  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ART AND 
DARLENE EARLL ON THEIR

50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Melia, Rachelle, Ashlyn, Brielle 
and Mike Bennie in Bolivia

 …Joy Burdick reports that the July 
29th, 2018 beach day to Corona Del Mar 
State Beach with the Calimesa Youth 
Group was one of her favorite events 
this year?  Swimming, talking and being 
with friends, getting a tan and playing 
volleyball were just a few activities that 
kept us busy.  We wrapped up this year’s 
beach day by roasting hotdogs and making 
gooey, delicious s’mores.  Just as the sun 
was going down, we gathered around the 
campfire for vespers.  Pastor Uriel, from 
Orange Coast Church, gave the message, 
which was a wonderful ending to a fun-
filled day.  What a blessing beach day was!

…Mike, Rachelle, Brielle, Melia 
and Ashlyn Benny spent 5 weeks in 
South America this summer?  They spent 
three weeks backpacking around Peru and 
Bolivia as a family before joining Mara-
natha Volunteers for Ultimate Workout 
28: a gathering of 101 youth and about 60 
staff members.  The goals accomplished 
were to build classrooms, refurbish a 
church, provide community outreach 
which included children’s programming 
and support with medical and dental cam-
paigns in and around Entre Rios, Bolivia.  
Adventure, cultural learning and goodness 
abounded.  Mike says, “I’m incredibly 
proud of the resilience and flexibility of 
my four lovely travel buddies!”

…the 2019 Calimesa Women’s retreat 
planning is under way?  March 9, 2019 is 
the date and former Pastor Chris Oberg 
will be speaking.  As we say farewell to 
Arlys Fillman, Pam Knox and Bon-
nie Parker, who have organized previ-
ous years events, new members of the 
planning committee include Liza West, 
Rachel Westphall and Donna Wagner.  
They will join on-going committee mem-
bers, Shirley Jones and Barbara Howe.   

…the Youth Lake Day 2018 was a 
blast?  Sierra Janzen reports, we arrived 
at Lake Perris around 10 a.m. and soon 
filled up the two ski boats.  We appreciated 
the use of the water craft from Tres Hof-
fer, Richard Parker and Dwight Parker.  
There was wake boarding, wake surfing, 
and tubing!  Some kids stayed close to 
shore, relaxed on tubes, enjoyed kayaks or 
paddle boards or just swam while waiting 
for their turn in the boat.  The temperature 
was in the high 80’s which was perfect for 
a water day!  After a full day of being out 
on the water, we all came back to shore 
for a yummy haystack dinner prepared by 
Stephanie Church and Denine Matsuda 
followed by ice cream sandwiches and 
sundown vespers.  Worship was led by the 
youth and Pastor Aren Rennacker spoke.  
The view of the lake during sunset was 
beautiful!

…with 42 graduates, the San Manuel 
Gateway College held its first commence-
ment on the main campus of Loma Linda 
University?  Our Calimesa church has 
many ties to Gateway college: execu-
tive director, Arwyn Wild, a Calimesa 
member, welcomed the class of 2018; the 
commencement speaker was Saul Barce-
lo, former Calimesa pastor and chaplain at 
Loma Linda University Children’s Hospi-
tal and Richard Hart, president of Loma 
Linda University Health. He welcomed 
the graduates as part of the family of LLU 
Alumni.    

…on July 25, 2018, sixteen friends 
from Loma Linda University converged 
on the small island of Mabul in Sabah, 
Malaysia to enjoy four days of diving 
together?  Calimesa members were: Steve 
and Sabine Dunbar, Steve and Laura 
Nyirady; Ernie, Patty and Eric Schwab; 
and Ken and Cindy Wright.  Friends 
from LLU were: Bob and Verlynn Bur-
ton, Leroy, Sandra and Carly Leggitt, 
Kevin and Jan Nick.  The group dove at 
both the Mabul and Sipadan Islands.  

Malaysia Diving Group
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DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
continued

Taos Pueblo, Taos, NM
photo by Mike Fillman 

…while on the previously reported 
Borneo diving trip (see above), Steve 
Dunbar was delighted to note that there 
is a strong sea turtle conservation program 
taking place and that he was able to con-
nect with some of the turtle conservation-
ists.  He gave a turtle research presentation 
on Saturday night which was attended 
by community children, resort staff and 
guests.  After diving, Calimesa members, 
Dunbars, Nyiradys and Wrights, went 
on to the Sukau Rainforest Lodge where 
they cruised the Kinabatangan River and 
did treks in the Sabah jungle.  They were 
able to watch pigmy elephants, orang-
utans, proboscis monkeys, macaques, 
crocodiles and an amazing array of won-
derful birds.

... Calimesa member Joanna Shedd 
recently traveled to Thailand to teach 
Advanced Pharmacology II at the Asia-Pa-
cific International Seventh-day Adventist 
School?  Outstanding students have the 
opportunity to receive a Master’s of Sci-
ence degree in nursing offered by Loma 
Linda University’s School of Nursing.   
Joanna was afraid to travel, but looks back 
on the experience and says, “I learned that 
surrendering my insecurities and fears, 
when I was most afraid, turned the trip 
into the best experience of my life!”  Dr. 
Richard Hart was present and addressed 
the graduates during the graduation cer-
emony.  Former teachers in the master’s 
program, Sabine Dunbar and Laura 
Nyirady (along with their husbands), were 
also present for the graduation.

… Dick and Bonnie Parker recently 
had a wonderful relaxing vacation with 
friends and dental classmates (to celebrate 
our 50th graduating year from Loma Linda 
University School of Dentistry 1968) to 
Ireland and Scotland?  We had unusu-
ally perfect weather, saw lots of green 
countryside, sheep, cows (coos - Scot-
tish pronunciation) and many fairyland 
castles.  

…Todd and Janya Mekelburg travel 
a lot?  Janya says, “Some of you may not 
even know who we are - because – we 
travel a lot!  Some travel is work related, 
but a good portion of our travel is to spend 
time with our children.”  This summer 
we: attended a high school graduation 
in Lincoln, Nebraska; took a road trip 
through South Dakota and Black Hills 
(Spectacular!); visited Estes Park, Colo-

rado with our kids and spouses; went to 
Hawaii to meet up with son and his wife 
who were working at the summer camp 
on Oahu; celebrated our 32nd anniversary 
at Santa Fe and Taos, New Mexico; and 
attended a family reunion at Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin.

… Mike and Arlys Fillman recently 
visited New Mexico and southern Colo-
rado to visit academy friends in Albu-
querque and Dan and Joanne Rea in 
Colorado?  Highlights included the Taos 
Pueblo, a UNESCO World Heritage site 
and a visit to the scenic El Santuario de 
Chimayo (recommended by Monte An-
dress), a pilgrimage chapel north of Santa 
Fe, both in New Mexico.  The Chimayo 
chapel is know as “the most important 
Catholic pilgrimage center in the United 
States.”  Over 300,000 people visit this 
chapel yearly mainly because it is known 
as a ‘healing site’ in the Catholic world.  
(Monte Andress reports that his visit didn’t 
cure his bald head).  

…Mary Melashenko was honored 
on Sabbath, August 11, 2018 during the 
church service for a milestone 100th Birth-
day?  Mary received a bouquet of flowers 
and the congregation sang, “Happy Birth-
day”.  Her words to her Calimesa Church 
were, “My hope is that my church family 
keeps a close connection with Jesus.”  

Mekelburg family pictured 
in Colorado

Happy 100th Birthday to
Mary Melashenko with Pastor Jon Cicarrelli

leading tribute

…Robert Soderblom joined friends on 
a recent trip to Iceland?   Bob’s descrip-
tion of the trip was that he saw beautiful 
scenery, sea life and ice caves along with 

enjoying the traveling group and activities.  
Panic time when, just before departure for 
Iceland, Bob lost his passport and had the 
stress to fill out forms and get a new one!  

Another Calimesa member Diana 
Albertson was also on this tour. 

Dr. Soderblom chilling in Iceland

…our Mesa Grande Academy and 
high school graduates are off to college?
Sasha Alexander - U.C. Riverside
Tanner Aronson - Walla Walla Univ.
John Burdick - Southern Adventist  
        University
Alana Ciccarelli - Crafton Hills 

 College
Liam Davison - Southern Adventist      
       University
Alise Estrada - Community College
       in Washington State
Katherine Frykman  - Pacific Union                  
       College
Jared Gonzalez - Crafton Hills 
       College
Ane Matsuda - Walla Walla Univ.
Rachel Perez-Mamani - Southern
       Adventist University
Ryan Rosenthal - Walla Walla Univ.
Sophie Sherwin - Walla Walla Univ.
Hannah Sitanggang - La Sierra Univ.
Daniel Tohm - Walla Walla Univ.
Holly Wagner - Walla Walla Univ.
Tylan Wilson - U.C. San Diego

Congratulations to our Calimesa 
academy and high school graduates 
and best wishes to you all as you begin 
a new chapter in your lives.  
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CAMPMEETING 2018
APPRECIATED

by Bonnie Parker
God sends miracles to us, but 

have you ever realized how much 
God desires and wants the miracle 
of hearing your voice surrender-
ing all to Him? I came across a 
story written by Jess Allen and 
thought of our camp meeting series 
on surrendering. 

“For the hundredth time, I 
typed an apology text to my broth-
er, Eric.  But before I could press 
send, shame overwhelmed me yet 
again.  We had a falling out and 
I’d said horrible things.  We hadn’t 
spoken in two years.  I missed him 
desperately, but worried he’d never 
forgive me.  One afternoon, I was 
at a thrift store and found a camera 
from the late 1970’s-just like the 
one we owned when we were kids.  
Feeling nostalgic, I bought it and 
discovered there was old film in-
side.  Curious, I had the film devel-
oped and my heart nearly stopped 
when the photos came in.  They 
were of 10-year-old me and my 
12 –year-old brother, arm in arm 
and smiling.  In tears, I dialed 
Eric’s number.  As soon as he 
answered, I blurted, ‘Eric, its Jess.  
I love you - I’ve got a miracle to 
share with you!’  He said softly, 
‘hearing your voice is miracle 
enough for me.’”

Shared Insights of how God 
personally spoke to various at-
tendees during this year’s camp 
meeting:

• Many expressed apprecia-
tion for Joanna Shedd’s 
inspirational story and tes-
timony about handing our 
life’s trials over to God. 

• I felt God spoke to me 
through the music even 
though I can’t sing!

• I felt the warmth of God’s 
presence through the speak-
ers and music. 

• Through messages and 
music, I felt that God was 
promising that we can sur-
render everything to Him 
and that He will be with 
us through the ‘letting go 
process.’

• Because of the well-planned 
services, I rededicated my-
self to the Lord.  The music 
brought Heaven closer. 

• I was motived to surrender 
one particular thing to God 
that I haven’t done before.  

• Surrendered my schedule to 
spend more time with God

• Appreciated the depth of 
courage, intellect and chal-
lenges given to us from 
both Dr.s Ferreras and 
Johnson

• Music in the courtyard be-
fore the service 

• Loved dressing casual
• Wonderful, awesome and 

heavenly music

Our Calimesa Church Pathfinder 
Club announces it’s annual Bike Ride 
to the Beach on Sabbath September 
15, 2018.  They will ride about 21 
miles, joining the Santa Ana River 
Trail at Yorba Linda and riding to the 
trails end at Huntington State Beach.  
The ride is scheduled to start between 
12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.  

Who’s invited: our Calimesa 
Pathfinders and Adventurer Club 
registrants along with their families.   
Our church family is also invited to 
ride and participate.  If you would like 
to ride, please see this website (http://
calimesapathfinders.org/registration/
bike-ride) to register.

If you can help, we need parents 
to ride with the kids, help with check 
points along the way and at the end 
and people to go save a fire pit spot at 
the beach (which is at the end of the 
trail). If you can help in any of these 
areas please let Pastor Ken Curtis 
know!

What to bring: your favorite hot 
dogs and buns (enough to feed your 
family), chips and/or dessert. Pathfind-
ers will provide condiments (mayon-
naise, mustard, ketchup, etc.), water-
melon, drinks, plates, cups, utensils, 
etc.

PATHFINDER
BIK-A-THON

PRAYER ROOM 
UPDATE

by Jon Ciccarelli

Since the dedication of the prayer 
room, this special room has been 
quite active.  Every Sabbath follow-
ing each worship service, the prayer 
room is open to all who would like to 
be prayed with and prayed for.  There 
is always a pastor and members of 
the prayer team available for prayer 
following each service.  Everyone is 
invited to come to the prayer room 
even if you prefer not to be prayed for/
with.  You can come and write a prayer 
request and place it on the prayer wall 
so the prayer team and pastors can be 
praying for you.  Or, you may wish to 
place a praise on our praise wall for 
a way you have seen God act in your 

life or someone else’s.  You can also 
come and place a marker on the world 
map where someone domestically or 
internationally needs/wants prayer 
such as a student missionary, friend, 
or family member.  The pastors are in 
prayer every Tuesday afternoon during 
their staff meeting and there is a group 
gathering every Wednesday morning 
for prayer to which all are invited at 
10 AM.  There is nothing too big or 
too small for prayer!  Come, enjoy the 
power of the Body of Christ through 
prayer.  “Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer.”  Romans 
12:12
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MEET OUR NEW 
MEMBERS 

by Arlys Fillman 

Benjamin and Emily Allred have 
been attending the Calimesa church all of 
their lives – but they recently officially be-
came members when they were baptized.

Benjamin is 15 years old and will be 
starting high school at Mesa Grande Acad-
emy this month.  He really enjoys play-
ing his guitar and contributes to worship 
music at church and at school.  He is also 
into sports and martial arts.

Emily is 12 years old.  She is home 
schooled and joins her friends at MGA for 
PE most years.  She also enjoys playing 
the guitar and playing sports.  Her special 
hobby is art.  

Both Benjamin and Emily love spend-
ing time with family and friends and their 
special friend Henry, their dog.  We will 
be praying for God’s special blessing on 
each of you.

Benjamin and Emily Allred

Mary Lou Andrews

 English and American Sign Language 
– sounds like language is her passion!  

She is also working as editor for 
an online international company and, 
for some variety, she is a stable hand 
at a local horse ranch.

To go along with her interest in 
language – her hobbies include writ-
ing, reading and photography.  She is 
a published author – a short story in a 
Christmas Mosaic collection! Look for 
Mary and get to know her.  Welcome 
to the Calimesa Church Family.

Tylan Wilson
Tylan Wilson has been attending 

Calimesa SDA Church since he was 4 
years old. He recently took the step of 
baptism and we wish him a rich, reward-
ing spiritual journey.  He is also entering 
a new phase of his academic career – he 
finished his senior year at Redlands High 
with High Honors and will be off to the 
University of California San Diego next 
month.

He has really enjoyed this summer 
– no school work!  He works out with 
weights and relaxes (?) with video games.  
Another passion is playing the guitar – he 
has certainly enjoyed playing it in the 
kindergarten Sabbath School most of his 
high school years.  He is going to miss 
those kids.

We’ll look forward to seeing him 
when he is home on vacations – or just 
a long weekend since he won’t be so far 
away.

Dakota Chase, Bella Birchard, Anne Rupert

Dakota Chase (left) and Bella 
Birchard (middle) are best friends and 
will be in the sixth grade at Mesa Grande 
Academy this school year.  They both 
decided to publicly declare their love for 
Jesus and to be baptized together.  Friends 
are very important and the Calimesa 
Church wishes each of you a special 
friendship with Jesus through out your 
life.  

One of Dakota’s favorite activities is 
to go camping with her family and friends.  
She is also interested in artsy things and 
crafts – especially drawing and knitting.

Bella Birchard writes: “I attend Mesa 
Grande Academy and will be entering the 
6th grade. My interests are racing, Jui-
Jitsu, caring for animals and spending time 
with my family. I am so happy to have 
been baptized with my best friend Dakota 
and love and trust Jesus for the rest of my 
life.”

Anne Rupert (right) was baptized 
on the same Sabbath as Dakota and Bella.  
She will be in the 8th grade this school 
year and really values hanging out with 
her friends.  She is also into some very ac-
tive and challenging sports – gymnastics, 
soccer and slalom waterskiing. One of her 
favorite Bible passages is Psalms 91.  We 
welcome you as a member of our church 
family and may you be blessed in your 
walk with Jesus.

Mary Andrews recently joined 
our church through baptism.  She 
is the first member of her family to 
become a Seventh-day Adventist.  
She graduated from Mesa Grande 
Academy in June of 2017 and was the 
Religious Vice President of her senior 
class.  She is busy working and going 
to school.  She will begin her second 
year at Crafton Hills College this 
month where she is majoring in Carson Westphal

Carson Westphal was baptized by 
Pastor Isaac Kim on Sabbath, August 11, 
2018.  This day was also Carson’s twelfth 
birthday!  Each year this will be a special 
double birthday.  He has been attending 
the Calimesa church since he was in Tiny 
Tots.

Carson attends Mesa Grande Acad-
emy and will be in the 6th grade this year.  
He likes to draw and enjoys being out in 
nature. He especially likes to catch snakes 
and lizards which he usually keeps for just 
a short time and then lets them go.  His 
pets are a dog and a cat. Your church fam-
ily prays that you will get to know Jesus 
better and better through your time in 
nature and with us.   



I always ask myself, when I 
get home from a vacation, how 
can I keep myself in the vacation 
mode and not let the anxiety of the 
mountains of “to dos” in front of 
me undo the vacation?  So I pray, 
“God, what can I do to not get 
caught in the frustrations of busy-
ness and to adopt God’s priorities 
for me. It’s uncomfortable and 
hard to realize that His priority is 
not what I can produce: completed 
laundry, a dozen e-mail responses 
and a completed to-do list check 
off.  The truth is, “Life isn’t about 
being productive.  It’s about being 
purposeful!”

Now back home, the travel 
laundry is done and folded, but in 
stacks in the family room waiting 
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BRINGING VACATION 
HOME . . .

A new lounge for students to connect with pastors and each other has opened at 
Mesa Grande Academy in time for the new year. “The Nest” will serve as a quiet 
place to read, study, relax or meet with pastors for conversation, prayer or Bible 
study. We hope it’s a blessing to our Mesa Grande students!

MGA NEWS 
THE NEST OPENS

by Aren Rennacker

before after

to be taken upstairs.  A blinking 
light of unanswered phone mes-
sages, e-mails unanswered and 
the to-do list is long.  I sigh and 
ask, “Have I been productive at all 
today?”  One of the e-mails was 
a blog from Holly Gerth (check 
it out – HolleyGerth.com) and I 
am sharing some of her comments 
along with mine and hope you can 
identify!     

The truth is, there are things that 
matter just as much or more. Like 
feeding my grandson smashed 
bananas while he giggles in his 
high chair, playing candy land 
with the grand girls or taking the 
time to brainstorm with my hus-
band an idea that may never turn 
into anything.  Just because some-
thing doesn’t have tangible results 
doesn’t mean it doesn’t have eter-
nal impact.

I’m no longer going to ask my-
self, “Have I been productive 
today?” Instead I’m going to ask, 
“Have I been purposeful?” To me 
that simply means living in love. 
Sometimes love looks like laundry 
and answering email and checking 
off what’s on my list. Those are 
good and worthy things, but often 
it looks like the exact opposite: like 
we’ve done “nothing” at all.  
And that’s okay too.

Thank you Lord for helping 
me keep vacation in my life and to 
continue to remind me that work 
doesn’t determine our worth. Our 
accomplishments don’t earn us 
God’s acceptance. Our value is 
not validated by our hustle. We are 
already and always loved.

by Bonnie Parker

entry way to
The Nest

The restrooms closest to the 
church office are expected to be 
open for use in early September. 
When we are all completed, each 
of the remodeled restrooms will 
have handicap accessible stalls. 

Thank you all for your patience 
as we work to improve the Sab-
bath church experience of all of 
our members and guests.  Thank 
you also to Pam Emerson and the 
decorating committee for all their 
work throughout this process. 

CHURCH BATHROOM
REMODEL

by Isaac Kim


