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Like a Long Distance Relationship — ”Let Us Not Become Weary”
by Darrin Thurber, Senior Pastor

It’s been over four months since we 
started our move back to California 
and we love being a part of the 
Calimesa Church family. 
But I admit, it’s felt strange going 
through this transition amid a 
pandemic. In some ways, it feels 
like a long distance relationship.
Ever been in one of those? During 
the first year of Beamy’s Masters 
in Social Work program at Loma 
Linda, I was finishing my senior year 
at PUC. We committed to making 
things work despite the distance. 
It was only an 8-hour trip between us, 
but our schedules made it feel like 
we were oceans apart. It was one of 
the hardest years we ever had.
It felt impossible coordinating our 
schedules to find time for each 

other. Talking on the phone fell 
short in comparison to our in-person 
conversations. We found ourselves 
arguing about things we never 
argued about before. There were a 
few times we felt like giving up.
But we knew we had something 
special and that God brought us 
together. We clung to the fact that 
the distance was temporary, and we 
resolved to find new ways to keep 
our relationship strong.
When homework demanded our 
time, we had video chat study dates. 
We’d call each other for movie dates 
and press play at the same time. We 
sent care packages and composed 
songs and poems. Most importantly, 
we made time for prayer and 
devotion over the phone.
It wasn’t easy, but we’re endlessly 
glad we stuck it out.

As the body of Christ, we’ve all 
been going through a long distance 
relationship during the pandamic. 
It’s frustrating we haven’t been able 
to worship together in the meaningful 
ways we’re accustomed to. It can 
take the wind out of our sails.
I know it’s been challenging, but 
I invite you to continue in the 
commitment Paul invited believers 
in Galatia to make as they struggled 
with strife and division:
“Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers” (Gal. 6:9-10)  
This long-distance stuff isn’t easy, 
but it won’t last forever. We will be 
together again like we used to be. 
It’s been wonderful to see many of 
you at the outdoor services at MGA 
and we look forward to the day we 
can meet in our sanctuary again. 
Until then, let us not grow weary 
and instead get 
creative. Let’s focus 
on the ways we can 
still connect and 
serve, rather than 
the ways we can’t. 
Let us take every 
opportunity to keep 
doing good!

We plan to continue the socially-distanced outdoor church 
services at Mesa Grande Academy (975 Fremont St, Calimesa) 
through October 31.  
The service begins at 11:15 a.m. MASKS ARE STILL REQUIRED, 
as well as maintaining a distance of six feet between household groups. 
There is a pre-screening process everyone must go through upon arrival. 
Each household will sit in a designated area on the lawn or parking 
lot. You will need to bring your own lawn chairs or blanket to sit on. 
Seating availability is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
We know it’s been hot outside, and we appreciate everyone who 
has joined us. We hope those of you who are able will consider 
worshiping with us at MGA until we’re able to use the church again!
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Apple and El Dorado Fires Threaten 
Calimesa Members’ Homes by Damaris Matthews

Near the end of a peaceful Friday 
afternoon, Sylvia Kohler stepped 
outside her door intending to drive 
to her daughter Brittany Plata’s 
place for dinner but was dismayed 
to see a wall of flame at least 
10 feet tall heading toward her 
property. At the same instant two 
men ran towards her screaming at 
the top of their lungs, “Fire! Get 
out, NOW!”  

But Sylvia was alone and needed help 
evacuating her sprawling property. So 
with a prayer on her lips, she called 
Don and Sharon Richards, her 
neighbors, and two of her daughters 
Karissa Chrispens and Melanie 
Lundquist.  

Within minutes, 17 people turned 
up to help stave off the fire and save 
possessions, spraying water from 
connected fire hoses and packing 
boxes. Patrick, Sylvia’s 9-year-old 
grandson, was most insistent they 
save the tadpoles in the front pond.  

Sylvia’s son, Barrett, a Helitack 
Firefighter with Cal Fire, was at 
Cardiff Beach when he got word of 
fire threatening his childhood home, 
but he put his RV in a convoy of 
fire trucks to make it back to Cherry 
Valley in an hour.  

Sylvia’s sons-in-law Jason, Chris 
and Brody battled mightily against 
the advancing flames. It helped that a 
C130 airplane dropped a load of fire 

retardant squarely on Sylvia’s house, 
covering everything in pink goo. 
The fire burned a U around the 
property with the loss of some oak 
trees, but saving the 75-year-old 
pines that stood near the house, a 
fact which delighted 5-year-old 
granddaughter Paige who exclaimed, 
“They saved my favorite tree and 
now it’s pink, my favorite color!”  
Sylvia thanks God that all the right 
pieces were in place to save her 
home: cleared vegetation, available 
water, strong turnout of manpower.

Don and Sharon Richards, as 
Sylvia’s closest neighbors, also felt 
the impact. Don went to help Sylvia, 
but after so many people showed 

On July 31 a wildfire, sparked by a mishap with a diesel engine, broke out in Cherry Valley 
and burned north and eastward over the next several days. The initial stages of this fire 
threatened the property of several Calimesa Church members.

Just a few weeks after the Apple fire died down, the widespread El Dorado Fire burned 
thousands of acres and again threatened many of our church members. We are thankful 
everyone is safe.
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Sylvia’s house before and after the fire retardant drop
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up at her place, he raced back home 
to pack his own possessions. Don 
is a cabinet maker, so his tools are 
his livelihood. In addition, Sharon’s 
father was celebrated artist Robert 
Ayres and they wanted to save as 
many of his paintings as possible.  

Still, their primary concern was for 
Don’s 95-year-old mother, Maxine, 
who lives with them and who 
would have trouble breathing in the 
smoky conditions.  

Gratefully, Forrest and Barbara 
Howe opened their home in 
Yucaipa to her, so the Richards 
hurriedly put together a change of 
clothes, grabbed Maxine’s purse 
and medications and rushed her 
away from the smoke and embers. 

Even though the road to their 
home was closed under mandatory 
evacuation orders for five days, 
the Richards stayed put and God’s 
protection was evident. 

“I am so thankful to everyone who 
helped, especially the firefighters 
who worked so hard to beat back 
the flames,” Sharon said.

Tim and Irene Hoch also faced the 
terror of the flames. They had planned 
a small birthday party for one of her 
grandchildren Friday evening.  

Irene was home alone while Tim 
went to pick up pizza. One of her 
boys on the way to her could see the 
column of smoke and called to ask, 
“Mom, how close is that fire to you?” 

Completely unaware, Irene stepped 
onto her back deck and her heart 
leapt into her throat. Just one street 
away the flames roared toward the 
house, licking up all in their path!  

Soon all three of her sons, Andrew, 
David and Philip, along with spouses 
and children, arrived.  Everyone 
hastily began packing essential 
documents and prized photographs 
and helping corral the family pets. 

The fire came within 70 feet of 
the house. “But,” said Irene, “the 
angels protected us.” Perhaps it 
was the fanning of angel wings 
when a slight breeze arose driving 
the fire away from the house. 

And the birthday celebration? It 
took place the next day with plenty 
of pizza to go around. 

From Cherry Valley, the Apple Fire 
spread north towards the village 
of Oak Glen. Richard and Judy 
Hart received recommended 
evacuation orders. Judy thought 
they should at least be prepared 
to flee, so she carried boxes of 
photographic slides and a few 
clothes to the car just in case.  

She didn’t know what to do with 
their two llamas as they had no 
trailer to carry them. Maybe, she 
thought, they would have to turn 
them loose.  

Though the air was smoky, the 
flames did not reach their home, and 
they are grateful it was not necessary 
for them, or their llamas, to leave.

During the El Dorado Fire, Donna 
Maehre, who lives in Forest Falls, 
declared, “A wall of flames was 
coming right at me!” Thankfully, 
the fire did not reach her home.

While no Calimesa members lost 
structures or life, many had to 
evacuate to escape the blazes. These 
Calimesa members had to pack their 
cars to seek shelter elsewhere:
• Jere & Marian Chrispens
• Becky Cohen & Mom, Florence
• Mike & Melinda Hagelgantz
• Richard & Judy Hart
• Roy & Derice Hogle
• Sylvia Kohler
• Gary & Janeen Marais
• Jim & Kathy McMillan
• Steve & Sheila Morrow
• Steve & Laura Nyirady
• Richard and Ginger Pena
• Warren & Jeanne Peters
• Don & Sharon Richards
• Rick & Karen Westphal

Smoke billowing over the Richards’ home

Richard Hart is glad their llamas are safe

Flames came within 70 feet of the Hoch’s 
home before the wind turned.



Octagenarian Terri Roble knew it 
was best for her to stay physically 
distant from people. But she still 
wanted to stay connected with her 
church family. So she ministered 
to others by keeping consistent 
contact by phone.

A master of many tools, Greg 
Wagner built a greenhouse. So far he 
has one banana pant, but plans to add 
hothouse tomatoes and strawberries.

Coming from a generation that 
did not have computers in the 
classroom, Eileen Sehuelt learned 
e-skills during the lockdown which 
she put to practical use paying 
tithe online for the first time, 
participating in online Bible study 

with 200 other people and virtually 
attending worship service.

Pamella Paulien grew six 
varieties of tomatoes in pots. 
With advice from master gardner 
Monte Andress, she is enjoying an 
abundant yield. 

Roy and Derice Hogle put in a lawn 
and applied other finishing touches to 
their new home in Yucaipa.

After his serious bout with Valley 
Fever earlier in the year, Dick and 
Mimi Davidian are singing praises 
that Dick’s health has been restored 
and they now walk five miles daily.

While cleaning out closets, Dick 
and Bonnie Parker came across 
materials authored by former pastor 
Clarence Schilt. They watched the 
DVD series and highly recommend 
taking time to watch it.

Thad and April Wilson enjoyed 
a variety of outdoor activities with 
their children, Skyla, Briella and 
Sterling. They went hiking in the 
local mountains, kayaking on a 
river in Pennsylvania and even 
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What Did You Do During Lockdown? by Damaris Matthews



took a camping trip in their own 
backyard.

Jon and Linda Carlson hit the 
road in their RV visiting several 
points of interest in the state. Here 
they are hiking Sidewinder Canyon 
in Death Valley National Park. 

Dianne Johnson authored and 
published her first children’s book, 
Some Geese They Went a-Walking.

Joan Fowler for once had time for 
reading. Not only did she read each 
of these 33 books pictured here, 
but additional ones she lent out to 
friends and neighbors. 

Georgie Barrett let her grand-
daughter, Ella, check out one of the 
150+ masks she sewed with many 
different patterns. She distributed 
these masks to friends and family 
as a way to help out during the 
pandemic.

Beaumont High School teacher 
Elizabeth Mayagoitia had a 
crash course in teaching online for 
distance learning, using Zoom and 
Google Meet. She put in long hours 
talking to students and parents, 
teaching Spanish I, Spanish 102 
and AP Spanish to a combined total 
of over 150 students!
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What do you 
get when 

you divide the 
circumference 

of your 
jack-o-lantern 

by its 
diameter?



Welcoming Our New Full-time Youth Pastor, Mark Ricalde

Mesa Grande Academy Waiver 
Approved to Open Campus

Kitchen 
Remodel Update

Though under masks, there are 
happy faces on the campus of 
Mesa Grande Academy (MGA) as 
in-person classes were approved 
to resume as of September 14 for 
grades TK-6, and throughout the 
third week of October for grades 
7-12. 
In compliance with the waiver 
from the Riverside County Public 
Health Department, MGA has 
made very careful 
preparations to 
allow students 
to come back to 
the classrooms. 
Social distancing 

is enforced, masks are required, 
and every person that enters the 
school grounds must have their 
temperature taken. 
For any students that prefer to 
stay sheltered-in-place during this 
time, teachers are still providing 
distance-learning. Students can view 
their classrooms over Zoom video 
conference software, while teachers 
use Swivl technology that keeps the 

camera on them 
if they need to 
move around 
the classroom 
while they are 
teaching. 

While the pandemic has affected 
the progress of the kitchen 
remodel project, plans are now 
being submitted to the City 
of Calimesa before the end of 
October for approval. 
It is anticipated that a church 
business meeting will be 
scheduled around mid-November, 
before the Thanksgiving holiday.

We are thrilled that Pastor Mark 
Ricalde has officially accepted the 

position as the youth 
and collegiate pastor 
for Calimesa Church! 

For the past several 
months, Pastor Mark 
has been a great 
blessing to the church 
family. When Pastor 

Aren Rennacker accepted the call to 
Southeastern California Conference, 
Mark volunteered to serve as the 
interim youth pastor while also 
continuing to work on his Master of 
Divinity at La Sierra University. 

“After seeing the impact God was 
making through Pastor Mark, it 
became clear to the pastoral staff 
and church board that Mark would 
be a great fit as our full-time youth 
pastor,” said Senior Pastor Darrin 

Thurber. “A search committee was 
formed to prayerfully go through the 
interview process with Mark, which 
confirmed our conviction all the 
more that he was the right fit for our 
the Calimesa Church family. I am so 
excited God has led Mark here!” 

Pastor Mark is from Alberta, Canada, 
where he has served as a youth pastor 
and a camp director. He and his wife, 
Alina, married this summer when he 
also moved to Southern California 
to begin his graduate studies at La 
Sierra. Alina is a third-year dental 
student at Loma Linda University. 

“Alina and I feel very blessed to be 
part of a church that is so kind and 
welcoming,” said Pastor Mark. “It’s 
been amazing how God has led us to 
this church (I’ll have to tell you the 
story sometime!) and we pray God 
uses us to be just what the Calimesa 

youth and collegiate groups need. 

“We love everyone we’ve met 
so far, and if we haven’t met yet, 
please come up and say hi! (I’m 
sure we’ll like you, too!)

“We’re so excited to partner with 
you to train our young people into 
leaders for Jesus!” 
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Pastor Mark Ricalde and his wife Alina
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Art and Darlene Earll had longed 
dreamed of exploring our 49th 
state, so a year ago they made 
plans with good friends Bill and 
Marie Hooker and Gary and 
Janeen Marais to fly to Anchorage 
in the spring, rent an RV and travel 
the Alaska Highway. 

But along came COVID-19’s shut-
down orders and those travel plans, 
like so many others, were nixed.  

Not wanting to fully let go of their 
vacation plans, the three couples 
came up with the alternative of 
each family driving 1300 miles 
in an RV to Kalispell, Montana, 
where the Earll’s son Ryan lives, 
and the on to Glacier National 
Park, an additional 30 minutes 
away.  

The next day, Niels and Shirley 
Nielsen as well as former members 
Fred and Beverly Howe signed on 
for this wonder filled three-week 
road trip. (Time is not a factor when 
you’re shut out of work or retired!) 

The bulk of route planning was left 
to Art as he and Darlene went two 

weeks early to enjoy more time 
with their son and his family.

Art’s major challenge was finding 
RV parks that would accommodate 
4-5 RVs in a single night, but 
finally reservations were confirmed 
and in late June the group headed 
north along the I-15.  
“We had a ball!” exclaimed Marie. 
Each RV carried a ham radio to 
facilitate communication, and 
as the caravan passed points of 
interest, a group member would 
explain the significance, and 
everyone could hear and comment.  

“Actually,” said Art, “there was a 
gender difference. The men talked 
over the radio, but the women 
preferred to text on their phones.” 

Communication was so advanced 
that the group was able to catch 
Calimesa Church services each 
week via the satellite TV in the 
Hookers’ RV. 
Since most group members 
are affiliated with health care 
professions, they followed safety 
recommendations to avoid spreading 

the COVID-19 
virus. Each couple 
separately prepared 
their meals in their 
own RV.  They 
washed hands often 
and wore masks as 
they sat around the 
nightly campfire.  

“This was my 
favorite part,” said 
Shirley. “We grew 
so much closer 
sharing previously 
unknown stories of 
our lives.”

The highlight for 
Niels came after 

they 
they reached Glacier National Park. 
He was thrilled to see grizzly bears 
roaming the park!

When it was time to head home, 
instead of retracing I-15, the group 
headed west across Idaho and 
Oregon, meeting old friends and 
family along the way.  In Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho they visited with 
former members Doug and Diane 
Wells. Just outside Portland, 
Oregon they met up with other 
former members, Jon and Rae 
Peterson to share a meal. 

Marie especially enjoyed pies 
made from huckleberries and 
marion berries which are not 
common here. From this point, the 
group began to disperse according 
to familial interest, such as the 
Nielsens meeting their son in Bend, 
Oregon or the Hookers reuniting 
with a cousin in Yreka, CA

In sum, Janeen related, “We 
saw hundreds of miles of great 
scenery: mountains, lakes and 
woods, wide open spaces and 
rocky coastlines...but surprisingly, 
the most memorable events were 
sitting around a fire in the evenings, 
laughing and sharing life stories 
that bind us together. It was a little 
taste of heaven, and we’re already 
planning for the next trip.” 

Five for the Road by Damaris Matthews

Gary & Janeen Marais, Beverly & Fred Howe, Darlene & Art Earll, 
Shirley & Niels Nielsen, Marie & Bill Hooker 

Niels and Shirley Nielsen at Crater Lake.



Camp Meeting 2020 began on 
August 7, marking many “firsts” 
for Calimesa Church: 

• First time for our church to 
meet together for five months

• First drive-in outdoor parking 
lot church service

• First camp meeting service 
for our new pastor, Darrin 
Thurber 

• First Calimesa camp meeting 
service entirely pre-recorded  

As drivers arrive, a large blow-up 
video screen is immediately obvious 
and, when the service begins, 
listeners tune their radios to 102.1 
FM to hear the wonderful music, 
children’s story and spoken word.  
Dr. Robert Soderblom, 
event coordinator, has again 
put his planning skills to 
work by arranging for many 
guest musicians and speaking 
participants as well as delegating 
all the parking lot planning and 
logistics.  
Although many members have 
stayed home and chosen to watch 
the pre-recorded live-streamed 

service on Sabbath morning, those 
that have attended the Friday 
evening drive-in service have been 
blessed with long-missed fellowship 
with other attendees.  
There is almost a traditional old-
style camp meeting flavor when 
members come dressed casually 
while ringing in the Sabbath together 
with musical and spiritual praise.     
Our camp meeting theme was 
“When God Stops.” Pastor Thurber 
is spoke for each of the Friday night 
services (Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28) and 
he blessed us by recounting well-
known Bible stories where Jesus has 
made it a point to stop what He was 

doing in order to impact the lives of 
individuals in need.   
Although we all hope that our 
Camp Meeting services will return 
to our sanctuary in 2021, we will 
long remember our unique and 
well-planned outdoor drive-in camp 
meeting of 2020.         

Calimesa’s Historic Firsts by Mike Fillman

The Parker family at camp 
meeting View from a vehicle

Aerial view of the drive-in arrangement for camp meeting

The Petersen family at camp 
meeting 

Betty McAllister and Matt Boyko 
greet each other while keeping 
socially distanced 
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On June 19, our Calimesa church 
took delivery of a beautiful “new” 
Yamaha 7-foot C6 grand piano. It 
replaces the Steinway piano that has 
blessed our sanctuary since 1985. 
The Yamaha piano, which is in mint 
condition, was manufactured in 2008 
and had been residing in the home of 
members Rick and Laura Sterling.  
The piano belonged to Rick’s father, 
Calvin. After his passing, Rick and 
Laura decided to sell the piano so it 
could be put to good use.    
The Steinway, manufactured in 1961, 
was showing signs of wear—notably 
worn-out hammer felts and worn key 
action. With the availability of the 
Yamaha, the Church Board approved 
the purchase. The old Steinway now 
resides in our Fellowship Hall. We 
have begun using the new Yamaha 
piano to pre-record worship music. 
Hopefully we can soon return to our 
sanctuary and enjoy the beautiful 
new sound in person.   

Recently a friend gave me an 
amazing little book, Everything 
is Better Than you Think: How 
Gratitude Can Transform Your Life, 
by Will Johns. 
What an amazing 
read this book was 
on how gratitude can 
transform your life.
The author is a pastor 
that pursued a doctoral 
degree with a focus 
on the subject of 
gratitude. He explains 
the principles behind 
looking at virtually 
everything through a 

new lens of being grateful.  
The book is easy reading with the 
keys to the happiness and joy of 
being grateful and how each of 

us can reap the life 
changes that gratitude 
brings.  This season, 
sip a cup of tea while 
reading this book, 
choose gratitude as 
a habit, and give 
yourself or a friend this 
book as a holiday gift.   

(Available on Amazon.
com. Kindle edition also 
available.)

New Piano for the Sanctury

T’is the Season to be Grateful! 

by Mike Fillman

by Bonnie Parker

Our church family can now enjoy a Yamaha C6 grand piano

9

“Feeling gratitude 
and not expressing it is 
like wrapping a present 
and not giving it.”

     -William Arthur Ward



NEW MEMBERS
Though they recently made their 
membership official, Laura, William, 
Danielle (Dani), and Micah LaBore 
don’t necessarily consider themselves 
new to the Calimesa church. Laura’s 
parents are Jerry and Loretta Kopitzke. 

The LaBores served as missionaries 
with AWA (Adventist World Aviation) 
in Guyana and then the Philippines over 
the past 14 years. The Calimesa church 
family was able to support their mission 
projects for several of those years 
through the aviation gas fund from the 
Contemporary Issues Sabbath School 
and the Annual Christmas Offering.

The family is settling into their new 
lives here in the US and are grateful 
for the continued support through 
donations of furniture and house 
supplies, helping them find jobs and 
the opportunity for Dani, a senior, and 
Micah, a sophomore, to attend Mesa 
Grande Academy.
While they do miss being a part of the 
work in the mission field, they’re happy 
to join our church family, eager to meet 
and worship together in person.

Jeff, Emily, Ethan (8), and Luke (6) 
Muskett have been attending Calimesa 
Church for almost six years. After 
feeling welcome by a warm church 
family, they decided it was time to 
officially become members. Their 
boys have enjoyed attending Sabbath 

school, Adventurer Club and VBS. 
The Muskett family enjoys hiking, 
mountain biking, camping and anything 
else that puts them out in nature.  

BIRTHS
Becky Cohen’s third grandson Everett 
was born on April 13, but she didn’t get 
to hold him until after the evacuations 
of the El Dorado Fire. Proud parents 
are Carli and Robert, and proud 
grandmother Florence Wetmore.

Trish Davidian and Jonathan 
Keplinger welcomed baby boy Hayden 
Richards on June 19, weighing in at 8 
lbs 1 oz. Proud grandparents are Dick 
and Mimi Davidian.

Andrae and Pastor Viana Chambers 
had a virtual baby shower on August 
9. It was hosted by Sheila Morrow, 
Kathy McMillan, Stephanie 
Haddad, Beamy Thurber and Kristel 
Zuppan with masks, sanitizer and 
social distancing in place, along with 

friends and family joining via Zoom.   

Fast forward to September 4, 
when Andrae and Viana welcomed 
Mackenzie Anne into the world, 
weighing in at 6 lbs 4 oz.

WEDDINGS
Tim Giang, social studies teacher 
at MGA and son of Dan and Sarah 
Giang, married Caitlin Terukina July 
26 in an outdoor ceremony at Ben 
Lomond, CA (near Santa Cruz), with 
Pastor Aren Rennacker officiating.

Paige Matsuda, daughter of Stan 
and Denine Matsuda, married Aren 
Rennacker on August 2 with Mike 
Bennie officiating, in Joey and Heidi 
Steffen’s backyard in Yucaipa.

Chad Nelson, son of Scott and 
Marnie Nelson and grandson of 
Wilmer and Carol Miller,  married 
Giovanna Girotto on July 5 in 
Auburn, WA. Chad is a flight instructor 
at Riverside Municipal Airport and 
Giovanna is in medical school. 

DEATHS
We are saddened to annouce the deaths 
of the following Calimesa members:

Keith Boyd (August 17, 1931– 
September 10, 2020) father of Karita 
Goulbourne and husband Dewitt, 
passed away following a massive 
stroke.

10
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Flossie Leone Huff (September 20, 
1932–July 8, 2020), passed away 
following complications of dementia. 
A recent resident of Napa Valley 
Adventist Estates. 
Ted Shankel  (October 1961 – July 
2020) passed away following a 
protracted battle with cancer. Husband 
of Tami Shankel and father of Jaci 
(Nash), Matthew, and Kathryn. Jaci 
is a former treasurer for Calimesa 
Church and is working as a CPA in 
Riverside. Her husband, Craig, is 
in nursing school at Loma Linda 
University and working at the medical 
center. Katie graduated with her 
BS in nursing from Loma Linda in 
September. Matt is teaching high school 
physics with “Teach For America” in 
East Los Angeles. 

ACHIEVEMENTS, MILESTONES 
and HAPPY OCCASIONS
Jordan Hayes, son of Josh and Eve 
Hayes, was baptized in Calimesa on 
July 29 by his uncle Byron Rivera, 
who pastors in Orlando.

David and Nancy Hall are members 
of Riverside County Mounted 
Sheriffs Posse and have been trained 
in rescuing a variety of animals in 
emergencies. Part of their training 
included how to halter and walk a 
llama without getting trampled!

The 61st wedding anniversary of 
Norm and Jan Wagness on August 
9 was extra special this year. In 
Berrien Springs they attended their 
granddaughter Claire Covrig’s 
marriage to Andrew Burril on the 
very same day. 

The Wagness passed along “something 
old,” the same silver knife from their 
wedding that was used to cut the cake! 
In fact, this wedding highlighted all 7 
grandparents in a ceremonious walk 
down the aisle before the wedding party.  

Paul and Katie Miller moved to 
Knoxville, TN, for Paul to begin a 
radiology residency. Katie says that 
this was not easy during a pandemic, 
but they were able to find a brand new 

home and are excited about their new 
baby girl, Brooke, born this summer.

IN RECOVERY

Following his tragic car accident, Bob 
Knutson is home again in Cherry 
Valley with live-in caregiver, Oscar, 
the same who provided care for 
Thelma. Your cards, prayers and short 
phone chats are appreciated. 

On June 24, Spencer Sherwin was 
admitted to ICU at a Fresno hospital 
with a severe spinal cord injury.  

In early August he was flown to Craig 
Hospital Spinal Cord Injury Center in 
Denver, CO, a specialty rehabilitation 
facility. He celebrated his 24th 
birthday there on August 11. 

Mom Meredith Sherwin wrote:  
“Spencer and I will be in Denver, 
God willing, until Oct 9 and then we 
are asking for a couple weeks of 
outpatient time. I imagine we will 
be back home mid to late October. 

“He is learning new things and getting 
acquainted with the new ways he must 
manage his body to keep it healthy. 

He’s doing his best to stay positive and 
has made some new friends who are 
dealing with similar circumstances. 
“Spencer is courageously looking 
forward to when he can be with us 
again, saying, ‘I may not be able to 
walk, but I can still play my cello.’”

Spencer loves getting cards from 
friends. They can be sent to:

Spencer Sherwin: patient
c/o Craig Hospital
3425 South Clarkson St.
Englewood, CO. 80113

CONNECTIONS Staff
Editor: Amy Prindle
amyp@centerforonlineevangelism.org

News Editor/Reporter: Damaris Matthews
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• John Parrish (concerts, events, etc.)  
parrishtwo@hotmail.com

• Irmgart Mitchell (membership)
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We need you! Write for Calimesa Connections or help us stay 
current with your area of ministry as a beat reporter. 
(Don’t want to write? No problem. Just provide information.)
Contact Amy Prindle at amyp@centerforonlineevangelism.org or 
Damaris Matthews at d52matthe@yahoo.com.

Answer: “Pumpkin Pi” 

ALFRED’S RIDDLE



Since the transition to a new senior 
pastor happened as a pandemic 
was in full swing, we’ve had to do 
without the usual ways of getting 
acquainted. 
The Calimesa church family 
decided to do something creative 
that allowed a safe yet much more 
personal welcome to our new lead 
pastor, Darrin Thurber, his wife 
Beamy and their daughters, Aryia 
(8) and Leela (5). 
On the hot Sunday morning of 
October 4, a surprise drive-by 
welcome and house warming party 
was given. Beamy, (who was in on 
the surprise) received a message 
from Irmgart Mitchell saying she 
was stopping by to drop something 
off. With a bunch of balloons in 
hand and a gift including each 
one’s favorite ice cream, Irmgart 
stood at the door making small talk, 
even turning down Darrin’s offer to 
see the inside, while early partiers 
discreetly parked on the street. 
One not so obscure, Elaine 
Thompson (knowing Darrin didn’t 
know her yet), was directly across 
from the Thurber home. 
Irmgart asked Darrin if he knew 

who “that lady” across the street 
was. He said he didn’t and “maybe 
she needs some help.” So, leaving 
the balloons in Darrin’s hands, 
Irmgart went to “see.” 
Then the cat was out of the bag 
as Elaine was brought over for 
Darrin to meet and others joined the 
welcome. 
The Thurbers were warmed by the 
many creative greetings, thoughtful 
messages and gifts from everyone 
who was able to participate. They 

definitely felt the Calimesa 
love!
The Thurbers’ new address 
is: 1136 Little Leaf Street, 
Calimesa, 92320.
And their favorite ice 
cream flavors are: cookies 
and cream for Darrin, 
coffee or anything 
chocolate for Beamy, 
mint chocolate chip for 
Aryia, vanilla or cotton 
candy for Leela.

12

Drive-by Welcome for Pastor Darrin 
and Family

Chris and Stephanie Church decorated 
their car for the drive-by event

The Thurber family, L-R: Ariya, 
Beamy, Darrin, Leela

Each new school year brings the 
bittersweet reality of young people 
we normally see each week going 
away for school (some still online). 
Let’s keep them in our prayers!
(Let us know if we missed anyone: 
youth@calimesasda.com)

•	 Jayden	Aronson	(WWU)
•	 Sasha	Alexander	(RCC)
•	 Sunil	Alexander	(UCR)
•	 Jayden	Aronson	(WWU)
•	 Joy	Burdick	(SAU)
•	 John	Burdick	(SAU)
•	 Connor	Church	(SAU)
•	 Kyra	Church	(SAU)
•	 Alana	Ciccarelli	(LSU)
•	 Drew	Ciccarelli	(SAU)
•	 Luke	Cotton	(SAU)
•	 Liam	Davidson	(SAU)
•	 Ethan	Davidson	(SAU)
•	 Sebastian	De	Lorey	(SAU)
•	 Katherine	Frykman	(SAU)
•	 Michaela	Kruse	(WWU)
•	 Morgan	Garcia	(SAU)
•	 Reed	Haglund	(WWU)
•	 Shelby	Herling	(LLUSN)
•	 Maddie	Hoffer	(WWU)
•	 Zach	Hoffer	(WWU)
•	 Sierra	Janzen	(WWU)
•	 Jeremy	Kim	(SAU)
•	 Jake	Langford	(WWU)
•	 Rachel	Langford	(WWU)
•	 Logan	Neal	(WWU)
•	 Chase	Nelson	(WWU)
•	 Tyler	Parker	(UCA)
•	 Noah	Pierce	(SAU)
•	 Allie	Rosenthal	(CHC)
•	 Ryan	Rosenthal	(LSU)
•	 Sophie	Sherwin	(WWU)
•	 Ryley	Stilson	(WWU)
•	 Daniel	Tohm	(WWU)
•	 Holly	Wagner	(WWU)
•	 Sarah	West	(PUC)
•	 Isabelle	White	(WWU)

Our Students 
Away From Home

by Pastor Mark Ricalde & Dick Parker


