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The Calimesa Community 
Concert series announces its 44th 
Christmas Candlelight Festival of 
Music and Lights for December 21, 
2018 at 6 p.m. and December 22 at 
4 p.m. in the Calimesa Seventh-day 
Adventist Church sanctuary. 

Hymn classics with a con-
temporary flair characterize the 
concerts and recordings of Tim 
Zimmerman and the King’s Brass, 
now in their 40th performing 
season.  The group is comprised of 
three trumpets, three trombones, 
a tuba, percussion and keyboards.  
They play over 150 concerts each 
year and have just released their 
18th recording, “Christmas Joy,” 
on the Summit Records label.

Veratas has developed a strong 
Inland Empire following since first 
appearing in the area with gospel 
vocalist Sandi Patty during her 
2017 farewell tour at Loma Linda 
University Church.  She described 
the singers’ classical sound as “like 
hearing five Josh Grobans at the 
same time.”  The powerhouse vocal 

group chose its name – Latin for 
“truth” – to reflect their spiritual 
and musical values.

Robert Soderblom, event co-
ordinator, states that reserved-seat 
tickets for either of the Calimesa 
concerts are now available and 
selling quickly. Depending on seat-
ing location, tickets are $10, $15, 
$25 or $30 and may be purchased 
online at www.itickets.com or by 
phone - (800) 965-9324.  Popu-
lar credit cards are accepted.  No 
tickets will be sold at the door and 
pre-ordered tickets are nonrefund-
able.

 “Our Calimesa church has 
chosen to host the community con-
certs each Christmas partly because 
of its long tradition of beautiful 
lighting and decoration to honor 
the religious holiday,” Soderblom 
explains.

A dedicated telephone infor-
mation line provides recorded 
information and directions for the 
concert at (909) 795-4960.

by John Parrish

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS TO FEATURE
THE KING’S BRASS AND VERITAS VOCAL GROUP

Tim Zimmerman and the King’s Brass
Veritas

SABBATICAL FOR 
PASTOR ISAAC KIM

The term “sabbatical” comes 
from the Greek word which means 
“of the Sabbath”.  What an ap-
propriate term for the break Isaac 
Kim is taking from his “usual” 
work.  This is the first sabbatical in 
17 years for Pastor Isaac, although 
pastors can make a request for one 
every seven years!  His sabbatical 
will be taken in two parts – starting 
October 22 through November and 
the second part will be six weeks 
starting January 1, 2019. 

Some of this time will be spent 
doing special things with his fam-
ily.  He will also be working on 
completing an adult portion of the 
new Sabbath School Curriculum 
called “Growing Together.”  Isaac 
is the executive director of a team 
in the Southeastern California Con-
ference of SDA working to produce 
this inter-generational program. It 
is available for order by any church 
to begin use in January 2019.  Our 
church plans to launch this new 
curriculum when the new year 
begins.   

Pastor Isaac Kim



 THOUGHT FOR
 THE SEASON

“If Christmas isn’t found 
in your heart, you won’t find 

it under a tree”!

Charlotte Carpenter
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Upcoming Events
December

The holidays are upon us!  
Thanksgiving is only days away 
and Christmas is just around the 
corner!  Although, if you do any 
shopping at all, you have probably 
noticed all of the Christmas decora-
tion items have already been out 
for over a month now.  I try to keep 
a positive attitude and not get upset 
with how much the consumerism 
wants to blow right past Thanks-
giving and get to all of the shop-
ping for Christmas.  But I must 
admit, it is hard.  I seem to need 
extra amounts of grace during the 
holiday season.  

Thanksgiving, as we all know, 
calls out to remind us to be grateful 
for all we have in our relationships, 
health, abilities and more.  Christ-
mas, ideally, is a time to celebrate 
God’s overabundance of love, 
grace and mercy toward us through 
the birth and incarnation of Jesus 
Christ in our world.  

It seems that all of this should 
lead us to experience an abun-
dance of peace in our life.  Instead, 
it seems like our world, overall, 
is missing out on a lot of peace.  
Peace with each other, peace of 
mind and the peace beyond all 
understanding Jesus offers us.  May 
I invite you to remember, no mat-
ter who is in authority in any part 
of the world, in congress or in our 
own denomination ..., absolutely no 
one can prevent you and I from al-
lowing Jesus Christ to reign in our 
hearts and minds.  For this, Jesus 
said, is where the Kingdom of God 
resides.  And when Jesus is King 
and reigns in the hearts and minds 
of human beings there is peace 

beyond understanding.  Peace that 
only the Kingdom of God can 
bring.

During this holiday season, 
I leave you with these powerful 
words from the prophet Isaiah.  
May they remind and encour-
age us all of the opportunity God 
has given us for peace during the 
holidays and forever. “For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.  Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will 
be no end. He will reign on Da-
vid’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever. The zeal of 
the LORD Almighty will accom-
plish this.”  (Isaiah 9:6-7 NIV)

At His Feet,
Pastor Jon

 Nov. 30 Operation Hope Dinner, 
 Vespers and Packing Party
 6 p.m. - Fellowship Hall
 Dec. 1 Prime Timer Caroling and  
 Cookies to Neighbors 5:30 p.m.
 Fireside Room (see page 7)
 Dec. 2 Sanctuary & Foyer Decorating
 8 a.m. 
 Dec. 12 Christmas with the Classics
        5:00  p.m.  Fellowship Hall
 Dec. 17 Curtis -Lynch Wedding
 Sanctuary  6:30 p.m.  
 Dec. 21  King’s Brass and Veritas 
   6 p.m.  Sanctuary
 Dec. 22  Kings Brass and Veritas   
  4 p.m.  Sanctuary

 
 March 9, 2019  Women’s Retreat
            Speaker - Chris Oberg

PEACE

December
 Dec. 1  Jon Ciccarelli
 Dec. 8  Aren Rennacker
 Dec. 15 Jon Ciccarelli
 Dec. 23  Jon Ciccarelli
 Dec. 29 Isaac Kim

Worship Calendar

If athletes get athletes foot, 
what do astronauts get?

(answer on page 8)

ALFRED’S RIDDLE

Future Events

ARE YOU RECEIVING THIS
NEWSLETTER???

As a Calimesa member, you 
should be receiving this Calimesa 
Connections newsletter in the mail 
(unless you have opted for e-mail 
delivery).  If you are not receiving 
a printed copy (or e-mail version)  
and would like to, please call Robi, 
our church secretary (909-795-
9741), and we will add your name 
to our mailing, or e-document, list. 
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All of our Calimesa church mem-
bers are saddened by the passing of our 
beloved Thelma Knutson. A memorial 
service was held on October 20, 2018 at 
our Calimesa Church.   

She was well known to many, not 
only for her loving relationship with 
husband Robert, but because of her much 
loved and appreciated habit of sending 
notes of encouragement and thanks to 
many of our members.  

Robert and Thelma Knutson were 
married in 1952 and they spent the next 
30 years serving as teachers at Wiscon-
sin Seventh-day Adventist Academy in 
Columbus, WI.  Robert started out as a 
math teacher and later became the school’s 
principal. Thelma taught Home Econom-
ics and was a very talented and loved 
seamstress. On many occasions, in her 
frugal way, Thelma would say - “use what 
you have to make what you want.”  

During the memorial service, son 
Tom Knutson stated - “Quiet strength and 
faith held our family together.”  

Thelma is survived by husband 
Robert; sons Bob and Tom; daughter 
Cheri Babb;  6 grand children and 6 great 
grandchildren. Their son Rick previously 
passed away at age 17.  

We are all with you Robert as we  
long for the New Earth.  

“UNTIL THAT DAY”
Thelma Knutson

March 26,1931 - August 28, 2018

Larry Davidson
June 10, 1923 - September 12, 2018

Larry Davidson and his wife 
Bernice were long time members of 
our Calimesa Church.  Larry passed 
away on September 12, 2018 and his 
memorial service was held on Septem-
ber 22, 2018 in our Calimesa Church.  

After graduating from Pacific 
Union College in 1945, Larry’s first 
pastorate was in the Arizona Confer-
ence.  He later served as president of 
the Hawaii Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists from 1972-1978.  He 
devoted 45 years of his life to the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
ministry. 

When he first retired from pastoral 
ministry, he served with The Voice of 
Prophesy (Adventist Radio and TV 
ministry) and particularly enjoyed 
answering Bible questions that media 
listeners would ask.  

After fully ‘retiring’, Larry and 
Bernice joined the Calimesa Church 
and it was not long before Larry could 
often be found teaching Sabbath 
School classes, leading weekly Bible 
Study groups, conducting personal 
Bible Studies, serving on various 
boards and committees and visiting 
church members to encourage them in 
their walk with God.  He loved to be 
involved with the life of our Calime-
sa Church!! 

 For a time, Larry served, even 
if unofficially, as a member of the 
pastoral staff caring for the needs of 
seniors.  We continued to enjoy his 
ministry here until health consider-
ations led Larry and Bernice to move 
to the Loma Linda area.  It was always 
special when they were able to visit 
their Calimesa home.  

Daughter Cynthia Di Pinto stated 
that she has no doubt that we will see 
Larry in heaven.  He had such a kind 
and Christ-centered spirit that was 
evident to all that he encountered.  

Blessings to Bernice and family as 
we await the 2nd Coming.  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
FOR WOMEN’S 

RETREAT
The eleventh Annual Calimesa 

Women’s Retreat is slated for March 
9, 2019.  The event will be in a new 
location this year - The Four Sea-
sons Recreation Center in Beaumont, 
CA.  This year’s main speaker will be 
former Calimesa pastor Chris Oberg 
who is currently senior pastor of the 
La Sierra University Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church.  Mark your calendars 
now for this special event.  

Pastor Chris Oberg

         JORDAN CURTIS 
         AND

        BRITTANY LYNCH
ANNOUNCE WEDDING

Jordan Curtis and Brittany Lynch

Jordan Curtis and Brittany 
Lynch announce their Christmas 
wedding.  It will be held at the 
Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist 
Church on Monday evening, De-
cember 17, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.   



DID YOU KNOW THAT . . . 
Compiled By Bonnie Parker
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…this past summer Jerry Kopitz-
ke had the privilege and honor of help-
ing his daughter Laura (Kopitzke) 
LaBore fly an airplane from Redlands, 
California to Seattle?   This AWA 
(Adventist World Aviation) airplane, 
which is also called the Pathfinder 
airplane, was completely refurbished 
this last year.  

Jerry and Laura left the plane in Se-
attle where it was subsequently taken 
apart and placed into a container for 
shipment to the Philippines.  It will 
be used by AWA for mission work on 
the island of Palawan.  The Calimesa 
Contemporary Issues Sabbath School 
Class is committed each week to help 
fund the gas expenses for this mission 
ministry.  

…that Calimesa’s youth pas-
tor, Aren Rennacker was the guest 
speaker at a recent Pacific Union stu-
dent Leadership Conference at Leoni 
Meadows Camp?  Over 200 student 
leaders had the opportunity to build 
their leadership gifts.  Pastor Aren had 
attended a similar conference when he 
was a senior in high school and real-
ized the value of the relationships and 
networking with other student lead-
ers and supportive adults which had 
a huge impact in his career and life.  
He was able to encourage the young 
people to start with their relationship 
with God.  The weekend had many 
opportunities for break-out sessions, 
discussions, and outreach experiences.

…it was a blessing to gather at 
Wildwood Canyon Park in Yucaipa, 
September 14, 2018 for a Comm
Unity vespers?  Joy Burdick shares 
that, several times a year, our youth 
group joins with other youth groups 

in our immediate area for a wonderful 
evening of fun, praise and community.  
The evening began with some fun 
activities: playing football, volleyball 
or corn hole.  It was great to mingle 
and get acquainted with new friends 
and reconnect with old friends.  We 
ate, had worship, sang some songs and 
then two youth group members shared 
their stories.  Rachel Langford, from 
our Calimesa youth group, shared 
about relationships with God, family 
and others.  The evening ended with 
ice cream and more social time. The 
CommUnity vespers was an amazing 
experience. Can’t wait for the next 
one!  

…. on Sabbath October 13, the 
Calimesa Young Families planned a 
Sabbath Potluck at Wildwood Canyon 
Park?  Maggie Cotton reports that the 
weather didn’t cooperate. Fortunately 
Alfred Riddle, Mesa Grande Acade-
my Principal, was gracious to offer the 
use of MGA’s kitchen and assembly/
pit area!!  As the rain came down, it 
felt like fall.  The potluck had an 
apple theme with judging and three 
awards given.  A planned highlight 
of the afternoon was revealing our 
Calimesa Christmas Outreach Project 
for 2018 - Project ‘Give Hope’.  We 
will pack 250 ‘Hope’ bags on Nov. 
30, 2018 for homeless school children 
in San Bernardino, CA.  Visit https://
calimesa.speedy.gift to make a $10 per 
bag sponsorship, receiving your very 
own custom drawstring bag for free.  

…the Prime Timers (formerly 
InBetweeners) Fall event on Octo-
ber 27, 2018 was held at John and 
Georgie Barrett’s outdoor patio?  The 
group roasted hot dogs and also en-
joyed potato salad, relishes, chips and 
apple crisp/ice cream.  Mike Fillman 
organized a travelogue, from Calimea 
member photos, for armchair travel to 
Cuba, National Parks in USA and Can-
ada, Ireland,  a dive trip in Asia and an 
African safari.   The next Prime Timer 
event will start in the Fireside room 

on December 1, 2018 at 5:30 p.m.  
See page 7 for the Christmas outreach 
planned.  Prime Timers is an adult 
social opportunity group. 

…Amy Prindle reports that the 
Adventurers had a successful and 
well-attended Campout?   Over 60 
people and a few dogs gathered at 
Yucaipa Regional Park on Sept. 21-23, 
2018 for the first Adventurers cam-
pout of the year.  From lessons about 
finding God in nature to building stick 
forts and making s’mores around the 
campfire, these kids earned honors and 
made lasting memories. “I always look 
forward to glow sticks at night,” said 
Jayden, 9, a Builder. “I liked making 
stick bread,” said Alyssa, 6, a Busy 
Bee.  On Sabbath afternoon, the group 
hiked high up on the mountainside and 
was able to view most of the Yucaipa 
valley.  Many kids exclaimed that they 
could see their houses.  Afterward, 
they earned a butterfly honor and 
made chalk drawings. 

… our Calimesa church is blessed 
to have Roy and Derice Hogle return 
“home”?   We were happy to hear the 
music of the handbells, rung by our 
church members, as Derice conducted 
our new bell choir on October 27, 
2018.   Derice commented that if you 
are interested, (seniors welcome) a 
second group might be started for 
those without prior experience.  This 
group would focus on the basics and 
do fairly easy music.

…the MGA yearbook staff and 
Lynn Delinger attended the 28th an-
nual Publications Workshop at Pacific 
Union Collage?  The group received 
hands-on experience in creating the 
2019 video and yearbook.  Congratu-
lations to last year’s yearbook staff for 
winning a trophy for best writing!

Jerry Kopitzke with daughter Laura LaBore

Calimesa Adventurers enjoying hot-dog roast 
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… this past September, Jere and 
Marian Chrispens, Bud and Pam 
Feldkamp, and Elmar and Darilee 
Sakala along with several others as-
sociated with Loma Linda Heath had 
the opportunity to join Dick and Judy 
Hart on a five country, fifteen day tour 
of Africa?  The first half of the trip 
was spent visiting several Seventh-day 
Adventist hospitals and clinics.  The 
second half of the trip was spent en-
joying the nature of Africa as they par-
ticipated in several game park safaris 
and visited one of the Seven Wonders 
of the World: Victoria Falls.  This trip 
provided them with a renewed ap-
preciation for our dedicated medical 
workers as well as an amazing experi-
ence in viewing the natural wonders of 
Africa.

   

…Janine and Michael Dark-
ens, former Calimesa members are 
retired and building a home in Col-
legedale, TN?  They are happy to 
be near their daughter Amanda and 
son-in-law Jake Mertz, and Janine’s 
brother, Marty Miller and family.  
The Darkens have been a huge support 
in extending Southern hospitality to 
“our” freshman Calimesa students at 
Southern University - John Burdick 
(biology/pre dentistry), Liam David-
son (computer science) and Rachel 
Perez-Mamani (biology/pre-dental).  
Some of the homey acts of kindness 
making “home away from home” are:  
boating trips to the lake, invitations to 
their home and even shopping trips.

…John Burdick is a biology/pre-
dentistry major at Southern Adven-
tist University?  John has joined the 
Southern GymMasters Gymnastics 
Team and is looking forward to this 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
continued

Elmar and Darilee Sakala by Victoria Falls

John Burdick and Janine Darkens 
at GymMaster’s Event

fun and challenging experience.  He 
uses the 8+ hours a week of gym prac-
tice as a break from all the studying.  
And (of course), the Darkens were 
there to watch John participating with 
the GymMasters!

... fifteen Calimesa members 
recently cruised to three ports in 
Cuba, thanks to an invitation from Dr. 
Robert Soderblom to join his 55th 
medical class reunion?  Tour members 
included: John and Georgie Barrett, 
Meredith Brinegar, Alberta Brown, 
Jere and Marian Chrispens, Mike 
and Arlys Fillman, Damaris Mat-
thews, Niels and Shirley Nielsen, 
Richard and Bonnie Parker, Robert 
Soderblom and Elaine Thompson.  
Mike Fillman reports that, contrary to 
his expectations, Cuba is a very proud 
and friendly country with mostly well 
kept and colorful buildings and very 
clean streets.  

Elaine Thompson was very interested 
to revisit Cuba as she lived in Santa 
Clara, Cuba from ages 10-15.  Her 
parents were part of the faculty of 
Antillian College (Antillian College is 
now in Puerto Rico.)  Her late husband 
Royce, also spent a few years in Cuba 
as a teen; his parents serving as mis-
sionaries in Havana in the 1950’s.     

Calimesa members and friends visit the 
 Adventist Seminary near Havana

John Barrett admiring a ‘50’s Ford 

… 31 Pathfinders and 10 staff 
from Calimesa attended the 62nd  
SECC camporee at Rancho Jurupa Re-
gional park on November 2-4, 2018?  
Can you imagine hearing 2000 kids 
from Barstow to San Diego as they 
sang and connected with each other? 
Ask a pathfinder to sing and tell about 
the song that was a favorite Saturday 
evening song about a moose with a 
belly full of juice!  Plenty of good 
food and fun was had by all!  (Jordan 
Curtis and Lyle Holder are Co-Di-
rectors and Ken Curtis is the Pastoral 
sponsor.)

...Jere and Marian Chrispens 
and Elmar and Darilee Sakala were 
part of a day-long pilot program de-
signed to educate community leaders 
and local politicians on the importance 
of supporting medical education and 
the challenges faced by student physi-
cians?  They went through: the White 
Coat ceremony and wore the jackets 
throughout the day, anatomy (cadaver) 
lab, visited Loma Linda University 
Medical Center and listened to stu-
dents, faculty and staff.  The high-
light of the day was the “gowning” 
ceremony and the receiving of their 
“diploma”.

Lynn Delinger leading a Pathfinder March

Alfred Riddle “those kids wore me out”

Darilee and Elmar Sakala 
at ‘gowning’ ceremony



DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
continued

… both Tami and Jaci Shankel 
graduated with Masters degrees this 
year?  Tami received her Master of 
Science in Health Professions Educa-
tion from Massachusetts General Hos-
pital Institute of Health Professions.  
Jaci received a Master of Arts in Early 
Modern History from King’s College, 
London.  Jaci’s thesis was a case study 
of 18th century ideas on providence 
and how they changed from the 17th 
century. 

…Betty McAllister is happy 
(thrilled) to have her daughter Cherie 
and her husband Roy Bolyarde liv-
ing close by in Cherry Valley?   They 
are moving back “home” from Napa 
where they have resided for over 20 
years. 

...our church has a designated 
room for prayer?  The doors that open 
into the Senior Pastor’s Study from the 
left side of the platform will take you 
into a newly redecorated space that has 
been set aside for a Prayer Room.  You 
can gather after either worship service 
to pray with someone or to share a 
request or praise by writing it on a slip 
of paper and posting it on the prayer 
wall.  Pastors and other members of 
the prayer team pray for the requests 
shared there each week.  Please know 
that all are invited and welcome.

…Del & Joanne Andrus recently 
returned from a 6,600 mile, month-
long RV trip to the east coast?  Del 
attended his 50th class reunion from 
the Seminary at Andrews University.  
Visits to ancestral roots in an old 
homestead and family farms were in 
KS, TN and NY.  The beautiful South 
was enjoyed in Charlottesville, VA, 
Charleston, WV and Williamstown, 
KY where they visited the detailed 
replication of Noah’s Ark.  Another 
highlight of their trip was spending 
time in TN with Del’s son and family 
and his brother.  

...38 pints of blood were give at 
the blood drive at the church on Nov. 
10, 2018?  This is well above what 
was anticipated.  Way to go Calimesa!

…Tanner Aronson and Ryan 
Rosenthal are best friends and are 
freshmen roommates at Walla Walla 
University?  Their parents are miss-
ing them but are so excited for their 
futures and glad they are loving their 
new home.  Tanner’s major is Busi-
ness so he has joined the Business and 
Atlas Clubs.  He is playing intramural 
football, and plans to play intramu-
ral basketball along with golf in the 
spring.  He wants to be a nursing home 
administrator and work with his dad.  
Ryan’s major is Business/Pre-Law.  He 
has joined the Business and Athletic 
Clubs and is working at the univer-
sity’s gym six hours a week.  

… on October 8, 2018 at 9:08 pm, 
Lyle and Alyana Holder welcomed 
their boisterous baby boy, Owen 
Franso Holder? He measured in at 
5 pounds and 18 ½ inches long.  “We 
thank our family and friends for all  
their love and support and look for-
ward to raising Owen in our wonderful 
church community!”

... Steven and Stephanie Had-
dad welcomed Mateo James Hadded 
into their family on November 9, 2018 
measuring 6 lbs 9 oz and 21 inches.?  

Tanner Aronson and Ryan Rosenthal adjust-
ing to Walla Walla college life
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           PEW PARTY?
What do each of the Calimesa 

members in this picture have in 
common? 

Answer……they all attend 
Calimesa’s 2nd service and sit on the 
front right 1/3 side of the church.

On Saturday evening October 
13, a group of about 35 gathered at 
the home of Richard and Bonnie 
Parker for a “PEW PARTY”.  Every 
Sabbath we greet each other, but this 
evening we had a chance to get to 
know each other in a different setting.  
We gathered for worship, led by Jeff 
Aronson, and then enjoyed snacks, 
shared personal stories  (some were 
true and some were very cleverly 
made up), which all added to a very 
fun evening.  Some of the comments 
regarding this fun evening were: 
“Even though we knew almost every-
one there, it created closer bonds”, “It 
was an evening to remember”, “Fun 
and very much appreciated”, “The 
next Sabbath as we greet each other 
during the church service we all felt 
a special spark!  You have to try it to 
experience it!”    

Now for a challenge!  Our group 
would like to encourage other sec-
tions of the congregation to also have 
pew gatherings; right back half of 
organ side, left front and back piano 
side, first service, balcony and garden 
chapel).  It could be a pew vespers, 
picnic or party.  The Editors would 
like to include your group pictures in 
future editions of the Calimesa Con-
nections as you get to really know 
each other!  You know who you are 
to get something going for the section 
you sit in!    

Owen Franso Holder

Mateo James Haddad



MEET OUR NEW
MEMBERS

coordinated by Arlys Fillman 

Ana Pabon
Ana Pabon joined our Calimesa 

Church family a few months ago.  She 
desires to be an active member of our 
congregation.  She LOVES to help people 
and especially wants God to use her. 
When you see her at church, you can ask 
her about her garden and the crafts that 
she enjoys making.  Her favorite form of 
exercise is walking – maybe if you live 
near Ana she could be a walking partner.  
Another activity that she is enjoys is lis-
tening to Christian music. So glad you’ve 
joined us, Ana.

Ella Mae Alido
Ella Alido became an official member 

of our Calimesa church when she was 
baptized on August 15, 2018.  She is 
11 years old and is in the sixth grade at 
Mesa Grande Academy.  She has quite a 
variety of hobbies which include mak-
ing slime, playing the piano (maybe she 
will be ready soon to play for some of the 
children’s Sabbath Schools ☺), hiking, 
watching movies and making crafts.

Ella’s parents write -”thank you 
to Pastor Viana for her interest in and 
impact on our youth, especially Ella; and 
thank you to all our church family for lov-
ing us and being such beautiful hands and 
feet of Jesus.” 

Zion is 11 years old and is in the 
fifth grade at Mesa Grande Academy.  His 
recent baptism by Pastor Viana was at 
the beach, along with his brother.  It is his 
public testimony of his love for God and 
understanding of the personal saving rela-
tionship God has given him.  He is search-
ing to develop that special friendship.  

Zion enjoys playing the clarinet and 
the sports of cross country and basketball.  
He has just joined Pathfinders now that he 
is in the fifth grade and will be enjoying 
the activities and learning experiences he 
receives as part of that club.  Welcome, 
Zion, in a special new way to the Calimesa 
church family.   

Zion Romo-Schmunk

Shiyloh Romo-Schmunk

Shiyloh has been attending the 
Calimesa church for most of his life and 
has enjoyed participating in Pathfind-
ers once he was old enough.  He is 13 
years old and in the eighth grade at Mesa 
Grande Academy.  He was recently bap-
tized by Pastor Viana in a special service 
at the beach.

Shiyloh likes sports – especially cross 
country and basketball.  He is also a musi-
cian  - a saxophone player and he loves 
to draw.  His baptism is recognition of his 
growing personal friendship with God and 
his desire to create a beautiful, intimate 
and lasting relationship with Jesus.  The 
Calimesa Church Family is praying for 
you, Shiyloh.

Skyla Wilson
Meet Skyla Wilson!  Pastor Jon 

recently baptized Skyla and she is already 
taking an active role in our church.  You 
may have seen her tell a Bible story in 
Cradle Roll Sabbath School or perform in 
a skit for the Women’s Retreat.  She says 
she loves to lead out in things as well as 
plan them.

Skyla is 10 years old and is in the 5th 
grade at Redlands Adventist Academy.  
She especially enjoys reading, writing 
and spending time with her friends.  She 
writes, “I think that helping others is 
always the right place to be for me.”   The 
Calimesa Church family is delighted that 
you have taken this public step of baptism 
to show your love for Jesus and look for-
ward to helping you grow in Him.
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Prime Timers
 (Adult Social Opportunity group)

Christmas Outreach and Social
Dec. 1, 2018

Caroling and Cookie Delivery
to Church Neighbors

Soup and Bread Supper Provided
Christmas Storytelling

5:30 PM – Please arrive at the fireside 
room with FIVE (5) dozen cookies 

for our neighbors

We will prepare cookie plates and plan
to begin the hayride 

and caroling at 6:00 pm 

Supper, Storytelling 
and Socializing to follow

RSVP - to rlpbrp@roadrunner.com 
(909-754-3999)

or aafillman@verizon.net 
(951-295-5271)

PRIME TIMERS ANNOUNCE
CHRISTMAS OUTREACH

AND SOCIAL



SENIORS ENJOY
ENGINEERING MARVEL

by Damaris Matthews

Many people driving along the 
northern edge of Redlands wonder 
at the huge earthen structure that can 
be seen in the foothills. Some others 
do not even perceive the construction 
and remain oblivious to its exis-
tence.  However, on the last Thurs-
day in October, a group of Calimesa 
Church Seniors and friends, met for a 
guided tour of this nearby engineering 
achievement, Seven Oaks Dam, which 
serves as flood protection for residents 
of Orange, Riverside and San Ber-
nardino counties.

Located in Mentone, this 550-
foot high earth and rock embankment 
proved to be a surprisingly captivating 
subject for the tour.  After the church 
van arrived at the Seven Oaks office, 
the 17-member group first viewed a 
short video that detailed the history 
and construction of the dam.  Then 
they boarded vans provided by San 
Bernardino County that carried them 
to several vantage points on and inside 
the dam.  From atop a 300-foot intake 
tower, group members viewed the col-
lection pool with the added bonus of 
peacefully swimming wild ducks.  

From the summit road, they 
looked out over the panorama of the 
Redlands Valley. Walking 600 feet in-
side of a dam shaft, they were amazed 
to see germinal stalactites and stalag-
mites caused by seeping ground water 
before gazing down on water levels 
at the end of the shaft.  Throughout 
the hour and half guided tour, county 
engineer Dan Worthington, provided 
humorous, but fact filled, commentary 
to give us insight into the construc-
tion and current status of Seven Oaks 
Dam. For example, we learned that 
the construction materials allow the 
dam to be self-healing, a comforting 
thought, in case of heavy rains.  Letha 
Johnston, one member who took the 
tour, exclaimed, “It was fabulous! Dan 
was so professional and so informa-
tive!” Everyone on this tour seemed 
to agree with this sentiment.  “It was 
really wonderful and positive.” said 
Irma Carpenter. “I learned so much 
about a place I previously had no idea 
existed so close to my own backyard.”  
She hopes to take many other day trips 
with Seniors Ministries in the future.

RANDOM ACTS
OF KINDNESS

by Bonnie Parker
It was just before Christmas when 

my husband and I were shopping at a 
mall.  As we passed by a jewelry store, 
my husband stopped in to ask the 
jeweler to replace my watch battery.  
In just a few minutes, the watch was 
running. 

We were filled with great surprise 
when we heard the manager say with a 
smile, “No charge. Merry Christmas!  
Come back to shop for your jewelry 
needs!”   This was a random act of 
kindness and a wonderful gift in the 
spirit of the holiday season. 

As a watch battery can stop work-
ing, just like mine did, our human bat-
teries can also stop.   Our human soul 
batteries run down for many reasons: 
hard financial times, a family crisis or 
an illness or death in the family. 

Today I have within my power the 
capability of recharging someone’s 
soul battery.  You have that capabil-
ity too.  Recharging someone’s soul 
battery might take a little of my time, 
a little but genuine smile or a little 
but gentle touch.  We may recharge 
the soul battery of another when we 
go out of our way to sit by a lonely 
person at church, offer an invitation 
to share a meal with us or be pres-
ent at a bedside when someone is not 
feeling well.  Any little random act of 
kindness (such as the replacement of 
a watch’s battery at a mall store-for 
free) can recharge someone’s soul!
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RIDDLE ANSWER
  

Missletoe!

PRIDE 
  OF OWNERSHIP

We recognize and appreciate the 
“pride of ownership” that our mem-
bers have for our church facility.  If 
you notice something that needs to 
be repaired on our church campus or 
needs some special attention, please 
email us at building@calimesa.com.

LLU Red Dragons Soccer League
celebrate completion of season. 

Calimesa Church members include:
Cody Parker, Trent Petit, Patrick 

Chrispens and Zoe Parker.


