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Jim and Kathy McMillan bidding farewell to the 
Ciccarelli family - Jon, Lisa, Andrew and Alana

October - November, 2019

PASTOR JON ACCEPTS 
CONFERENCE POSITION

by Kathy McMillan

The Calimesa Seventh-day 
Adventist Church shared their love 
with the Ciccarelli family on October 
5, 2019, Pastor Jon’s last Sabbath as 
senior pastor of the church.  He has 
accepted the position of Ministerial 
Director of the Southeastern California 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.  
During the church services, Jon, Lisa, 
Alana and Drew were each given a 
prayer quilt, signifying the prayers of 
our members that go with them. They 
were also presented with a beautiful 
scrapbook, put together by Nancy 
Hall, that chronicles their 10 years at 
Calimesa.

Saturday evening, over 200 
people gathered to close the Sabbath, 
share supper and pay tribute to their 
ministry. Dan Giang emceed the 
evening, which highlighted a video 
prepared by Darrell Petersen. Jon’s 
influence in the community was 

recognized by Pastor Tulio Peverini 
from the Yucaipa Valley Spanish 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, Pastor 
Olin Richey from the Foothill Bible 
Church, Jon Paulien from the Loma 
LLU School of Religion and Junior 
Hernandez from Calimesa Crossfit. 

The evening closed with a surprise 
gift of money for the family to enjoy 
a Costa Rican vacation. The evening 
closed with a prayer of blessing 
offered by Elder Lou Venden. 

Pastor Jon’s first sermon was on 
September 12, 2009 and his last, as 
senior pastor, was on October 5, 2019.  

We all have so much appreciated 
our senior pastor’s faithful leadership 
over the past 10 years and, although 
he and his family will still be in our 
community and visit our church often, 
we certainly will miss his messages 
and call to remember that - “God is 
Good All The Time.”

PARENTS INVITED TO 
FAMILY BUILDING 

WORKSHOP

PASTOR RENNACKER
TRANSITIONING TO 

CONFERENCE YOUTH 
DIRECTORSHIP

Pastor Aren Rennacker, 
Calimesa’s High School ministries 
pastor, announced, during his October 
12, 2019 sermon, that he had accepted 
a new position - Youth Director of the 
Southeastern California Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists.  His new 
assignment will begin in December 
2019.  

Pastor Aren joined our pastoral 
team in April 2016 and has served our 
church, and especially our youth, with 
distinction. We all will miss Aren so 
very much.  Dan Giang, speaking for 
all of our members, writes - “We are 
so proud of him!  Thank you for your 
ministry to us.”  

A Family Building Workshop 
is to be held on Sunday, October 27, 
2019 in Linda Hall on the campus of 
Loma Linda University from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

Speakers include Oscar & Erika 
Canale, Pastor Randy Roberts and 
Joey & Heidi Steffen.  

For questions about your 
registration or the conference, please 
send email to joeyandheidi@
kinderfarmfamily.com or check 
kinderfarmfamily.com for more 
information.   
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Upcoming Events

Oct - Nov
  Oct. 19   Ken Curtis
  Oct. 26    Viana Chambers
  Nov. 2    Aren Rennacker
  Nov. 9    Ted Levterov
  Nov 16    Aren Rennacker
  Nov. 23   Aren Rennacker
  Nov. 30   Kathy McMillan

WORSHIP CALENDAR

THANK YOU

ALFRED’S RIDDLE
What part of 
the turkey is 

musical?    
(answer on page 7 )

Editorial Note:  The following 
Message was Pastor Jon Cicca-
relli’s first newsletter message to us 
in November 2009.  

Thank you!  Thank you for the 
incredible love you have shown to 
my family and I since we have ar-
rived here in Calimesa.  Thank you 
for your kindness.  Thank you for 
your support.  Thank you for your 
‘tasty’ and thoughtful gifts.  Thank 
you for your words of encourage-
ment.  Thank you for your love of 
God and each other.  Thank you 
for your ministry and service to 
others in our church family and 
in the community.  Thank you for 
your sacrificial giving of tithes 
and offerings in such challenging 
economic times.  Thank you for all 
you do to make the Calimesa SDA 
Church such a special place.  A 
place where people can feel loved 
and accepted by God.  A place 
where people of all ages can have 
a sense of family and community 
in a day and age where it is hard to 
find.  A place where people can be 
reminded of the hope we have in 
our amazing Savior Jesus Christ no 
matter how difficult life may be at 
times.  Thank you for loving God 
and loving people.

As we approach the holiday 
season I would like to invite us to 
take to heart the following words 
the Spirit inspired Paul to write 
for the church.  He wrote, “Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thank-

ful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly as you teach and admon-
ish one another with all wisdom, 
and as you sing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in 
your hearts to God.  And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.” (Colossians 
3:15-17) 

As we all know, probably too 
well, the holiday season can be 
filled with all kinds of stress, anxi-
ety, frustrations and more things 
to get done than we have time 
for.  My hope and prayer for us as 
a church family is that we might 
pause a few times each day during 
the season and allow the peace of 
Christ to rule our heart.  Maybe 
there is a portion of scripture (the 
word of Christ) that we might 
allow to ‘dwell in us richly’ as 
we live in relationship with those 
around us who we know and those 
we don’t know.  I also hope that 
no matter what we find ourselves 
doing, whether in conversation or 
activities, we will do it all in the 
love and grace of our Lord, giving 
thanks to God our Father ‘every 
step of the way.’  Give thanks to the 
Lord for He is good and His love 
endures forever!

 
 Oct. 19 - Women’s Prayer Summit
                 Corona SDA Church 
                 4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
 
 Oct. 26 - Senior &Family Minis-                    
                tries Game Night   
   Fireside Room  6 p.m. 

 Oct. 27 - Family Building Workshop
     Linda Hall, Loma Linda Univ.  
    9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

At His Feet,
Pastor Jon

Quote For The Day
“ Work is Love
Made Visible”

Kahil Gibran

 Nov. 15 - Operation Give Hope -   
   Christmas Outreach Packing  
   Party and Vespers
                 Fellowship Hall.  6:00 p.m. 

  

 
 Dec. 20 - Christmas Concert
      The Bonner Singers & Orchestra 
      7:00 p.m.  Sanctuary

 Dec. 21 - Christmas Concert
       The Bonner Singers & Orchestra 
       4:00 p.m.  Sancturary

 Jan. 10 - Women’s Ministry Vespers
        The Fireside Room

 Feb. 29 - Women’s Annual Retreat 

 April 24-26 - PSR Weekend
       Speakers: Randy Roberts and 
       Karl Haffner.  Veritas singers.
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Sam and Elda Eller

Sam and Elda Eller have been 
Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist 
church members for many years 
and also have been Pathfinders 
coordinators for Southeastern 
California Conference of Seventh-
day Adventist in the San Bernardino 
County for the last 35 years.  They 
have made every effort to put in 
an official presence at each of the 
Pathfinder Day programs and special 
events at 42 Pathfinder area clubs 
throughout the County.  Because of the 
large increase in the number of clubs, 
there is now a team of coordinators.  
The couple has now retired from this 
volunteer position and are moving 
to Sun City, Arizona to be close to 
family.

Sam and Elda met in Loma 
Linda, found jobs and married.  It 
was during this time (1966) that the 
Campus Hill SDA Church was starting 
their Pathfinder program and a niece 
urged them to come and help.  They 
were counselors, taught honors, went 
camping and earned honors right along 
with the club members; Sam earned 
95 and Eda 72!  Both were invested as 
Master Guides.    

The Ellers as well as the other 
coordinator team members are all 
volunteers.  Their compensation is 
the joy of seeing “their” Pathfinders 
move through the ranks, graduate from 
school and become valuable citizens 

in their chosen profession.  They have 
also had the pleasure to see many, such 
as our current Calimesa leadership 
team, return to lead and be active in 
their local Pathfinder Club.

It was a wonderful closure to three 
decades of Pathfinder Service for 
them to spend time at the International 
Pathfinder Camporee in Oshkosh, WI.  
They served as volunteer docents for 
the onsite Pathfinder Museum and 
talked with Pathfinders from many 
countries around the world.  

We wish them a fond farewell and 
God’s blessing as they begin a new 
chapter in their lives. 

FAREWELL TO 
SAM & ELDA ELLER

by Damaris Matthews

IT’S GOOD TO 
BE “HOME”

by Laura LaBore

Micah, Danielle, Laura and Bill LaBore

“After almost 13 years in the 
mission field, the LaBore family has 
come back home to Calimesa.  Bill 
stayed behind in the Philippines until 
the end of September to process the 
import of the airplane.  Both children, 
Danielle (grade 11), and Micah (grade 
9), have been home-schooled and 
are now enjoying the opportunity to 
attend Mesa Grande Academy.  When 
our family left for their first post in 
Guyana, Dani was 2 1/2 years old, and 
Micah was 2 months.  

We would like to thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts for ALL the 
support you have given over the years.  
That support has not gone in vain.  In 
the Philippines we were able to build 
an access road and mission house.  
The runway and space for a hanger are 
almost complete.  A huge support for 
all of this has come from our Calimesa 

church family.  Our replacement will 
arrive in October to continue the 
project.  Please continue to keep them 
in your prayers as they find jobs and 
get settled.”

TWO CHRISTMAS 
CONCERTS TO FEATURE

THE GARY BONNER 
SINGERS AND ORCHESTRA

The Gary Bonner Singers

The Calimesa Community Concert 
series announces its 45th Christmas 
Candlelight Festival of Music and 
Lights for December 20, 2019 at 7 
p.m. and December 21, at 4 p.m. in 
the Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist 
Church sanctuary. Note that there are 
two performances this year.  

The Gary Bonner Singers, 
directed again by Dr. Gary Bonner, 
launched in October 1995 and have 
distinguished themselves as a cho-
ral ensemble of musical excellence 
and versatility; contagious, sparkling 
performance; and warm, vibrant choral 
tone. The 60-voice ensemble’s most 
recent album, Legacy Christmas in 
Concert, is the live recording of a pre-
vious Christmas concert.  A 28-piece 
orchestra will accompany the singers 
in each of this year’s Calimesa perfor-
mances.

Tickets are now on sale at iTick-
ets.com and are $20, $15 and $10.  Dr. 
Robert Soderblom, event coordina-
tor, says tickets can also be ordered by 
phone at (800) 965-9324; credit cards 
are accepted.  No tickets will be sold 
at the door and pre-ordered tickets are 
nonrefundable.
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“UNTIL THAT DAY”
Ken Chaffee

June 15, 1955 - June 22, 2019

Ken Chaffee

Ken Chaffee DDS, was a 1980 
Loma Linda University School of 
Dentistry graduate.  

Before his unexpected death 
he was a dentist for the California 
Correctional Institution in 
Tehachapi, CA.   

Daughter Tiffany writes - 
“My dad loved traveling, serving 
in missions and learning about 
cultures and languages. He was 
very smart and learned languages 
quickly.  He even learned sign 
language and opened up a practice 
in Riverside, CA for the deaf.  He 
loved to experience nature and 
thrived on exploration.”  

Dr. Chaffe is survived by 
his two daughters Tiffany 
Melashenko and Wendy Ray; 
sons-in-law Jay Melashenko and 
Scotty Ray and grandchildren 
Jaden, Colben, Paxton, Asher, 
Brooklin and Daisy.

Are you like me? My mail 
box is full of advertisements, 
journals and publications from our 
professions or church.  They are 
put in the to-read stack; then when 
the stack gets too high to tackle, 
they are recycled…trash.  

I hate to admit it but that is 
what has happened month after 
month to the Adventist Journey 
(North American Division’s 
Publication sent to all SDA 
members)….until this month I 
actually sat down and read, cover 
to cover, the September 2019 issue.  
It’s amazing!  

I read interesting facts about 
the largest pathfinder camporee 
- (not Oshkosh) in Sao Paulo 
State, Brazil with over 100,000 
in attendance for the 6 day event.  
There was excellent information 
and resource help from the General 
Conference Family Ministries for 
creating a safe church dealing with 
abuse.  What is abuse. What to do 
to have a ready response. How to 
observe and what each of us can do 
if we personally need help.   

I found tips for welcoming 
and making people feel welcome 
(especially the introverts) when 
they come to our church.  I read 
about John Nevin Andrews, the 
first SDA missionary, who led the 
way to modern missions and two 
wonderful children’s stories.

So bottom line….carve out 
time to read this wonderful 
magazine which not only gives 
encouragement, but timely up to 
date information to make us more 
efficient Christian ambassadors to 
our local church congregations and 
family members.    

ADVENTIST JOURNEY
by Bonnie Parker       OSHKOSH 2019

by Damaris Matthews

In early August, 32 members 
left, as part of the Calimesa Church 
Pathfinder Club, on a 17-day road 
trip headed for the International 
Camporee held August 12 – 17 
in Oshkosh, WI.  Along the way, 
they visited National Parks such 
as the Grand Tetons, Yellowstone 
and Mt. Rushmore.  Although the 
trip was not without its challenges, 
everyone says it was time well 
spent.

Besides the official Pathfinder 
Club representation, other Calimesa 
members went to Oshkosh on their 
own to help to swell the crowd 
to more than 55,000 people who 
attended the camporee:  Sam and 
Elda Eller traveled there to work 
as docents for the NAD Pathfinder 
Museum.  Arlys Fillman assisted 
her daughter, Laurella, as cook 
for the Madison, WI (Mustangs) 
Pathfinder Club.  Damaris 
Matthews traveled with the 
Escondido Pathfinders as a parent 
volunteer.  Rob and Tiffany Smith 
had a great week operating radios 
for the Camporee security team.  
“It was so great to renew past 
acquaintances and this was one 
amazing adventure!” said Tiffany. 

As a side note, the local 
Walmart store in Oshkosh reported 
the highest sales of ANY Walmart 
in the entire United States during 
this Pathfinder week.  Amazing!   

Calimesa Pathfinders in Oshkosh, WI



DID YOU KNOW THAT . . . 
compiled by Bonnie Parker
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… Bryan Soderblom, oldest son 
of Doug and Rhonda Soderblom 
and eldest grandson of Dr. Robert 
Soderbom was united in marriage to 
Miranda Nicole Mailand in a semi-
private marriage ceremony in the yard 
of Dr. Bob on Sabbath afternoon Oct 
12, 2019?   Dr. Bob felt most honored 
to be asked by the couple to be the of-
ficiant who pronounced them husband 
and wife!  Miranda and Bryan attend-
ed and graduated from Pacific Union 
College together.  Bryan, just prior to 
the wedding, was promoted to Captain 
for Skywest Airlines.  The two will 
live in Chicago where Bryan is based 
for his work.  Miranda is originally 
from the Pacific Northwest. The two 
spent their honeymoon in Mexico.      

…the reason Gary and Janeen 
Marais’ car is often seen parked in the 
drive-way of daughter Sarah’s home 
is that inside there’s a new grandson?  
On September 6, 2019, Jamie and 
Sarah (Marais) Valdovino welcomed 
their new son, Harper Leon (7 lbs. 2 
oz.)   Sarah says, “We’re getting sleep 
when we can, but really he is so won-
derful it doesn’t even matter!”  

… Liam Davidson, son of Mi-
chael and Karen Davidson graduated 
in June from Gorman Learning Center, 
a Charter High School in San Ber-
nardino?  Liam is attending Southern 
Adventist University. 

… Rylie Purse, daughter of 
Jeremy and Misty Purse, competed 

in the Mad Hatter gymnastics competi-
tion in Las Vegas where she received 
5 medals for Team level 3 Junior 
Olympics?  The medals included first 
place in Vault, 1st place in the floor 
routine and 1st place all around for her 
age group.   Rylie’s high scores qualify 
her to compete in the state competition 
that’s held in San Diego in November.

… Madelin Anawaty, Chelsey 
Carlson, Anna Nichols, Kate Nich-
ols, Naomi Nichols, (along with Rylie 
Purse), all competed in the Mad Hatter 
gymnastics competition in Las Ve-
gas?  Each of the girls received medals 
for the top overall scores in their age 
group.  All the girls put in 12 hours 
a week in the gym and still manage 
to balance school with good grades.  
Great job girls!  

…Kathie vonPohle was extreme-
ly surprised when she answered the 
knock on her front door Sabbath morn-
ing September 7 at 9 o’clock?   Her 
son, Tom Allen, who lives in Wash-
ington, had flown to help celebrate 
Kathie’s 70th birthday as well as his 
own as they share the same birthdate, 
September 8th.   Saturday evening 
there was another surprise waiting.  
Chris Allen, her other son, and his 
wife had planned a surprise birthday 
party. She was overwhelmed by this 
special day with family and friends!     

…Lauryn Wild recently accepted 
the principalship of Highland Pacific 
Elementary School which is part of the 
San Bernardino City Unified School 

Miranda Mailand with husband
Bryan Soderblom

Rylie Purse on the winner’s podium\

District?  Lauryn is passionate about 
education and it is rewarding to see 
her accept the role of leadership for 
the “little people society”!

….PSST! ...we can live grate-
fully?  “By becoming aware that 
every moment is a given moment…
it’s a gift.  You haven’t earned it.  You 
haven’t brought it about in any way.  
You have no way of assuring that there 
will be another moment given to you, 
and yet, that’s the most valuable thing 
that can ever be given to us…with 
all the opportunity that it contains.  If 
we didn’t have this present moment, 
we wouldn’t have any opportunity to 
do anything or experience anything, 
and this moment is a gift!”  (David 
Steindl-Rast, a Benedictine monk) 

…Orion Delinger was born, June 
23, 2019 to Lynn and Tim Delinger?  
He joins his sister, Kira, brother Gar-
rett and grandparents, Frank and 
Louise Holder!

…Dr. Bob Soderblom just 
returned from an enlightening and 
beautiful two week vacation visiting 
Estonia, Finland and multiple areas of 
Russia?  

… healthy Quinton Asa Riddle 
was born August 15, 2019?!  The 
happy parents are Drew and Torrey 
Riddle.  Congratulations to the first 
time ecstatic grandparents - Alfred 
and Joy Riddle!

Elia Claire Owen was born Au-
gust 15, 2019?  Her name, Elia (Ell-
ee-uh), means “God has answered” 
and reflects God’s goodness in giving 
her parents, Austin and Cassia Owen, 
a beautiful, healthy, full term baby.  
Jemyline is the big sister!  The Owens 
now live in Sonora where Austin has a 
dental practice.

The Owen Family



DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
continued

…Senior Members of Calimesa 
enjoyed fellowship on outings to vari-
ous local sites?  In July they enjoyed a 
day at Lake Arrowhead with a cruise 
around the lake, local dining and shop-
ping.   In September, Metrolink took 
them to Oceanside Pier where they 
strolled the pier. 

… this past summer Holly 
Wagner worked six weeks at Camp 
Mivoden in Hayden Lake, ID.  She 
greatly enjoyed being a counselor, 
teaching wilderness survival, making 
new friends and participating in vari-
ous other fun camp activities.  Dick 
and Bonnie Parker along with Scott 
and Erika Parker and family enjoyed 
seeing Holly in action as they attended 
the Mivoden medical/dental family 
camp this past August.

 … Mike and Arlys Fillman cel-
ebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversa-
ry on September 7, 2019.  They were 
married in Pioneer Memorial Church 
in Berrien Springs, MI.  Congratula-
tions!  

… Calimesa Church’s Roatan 
Island Mission Trip was this past June 
23-30, 2019.  Displayed on the bulle-
tin board in the foyer of our Calimesa 
Church is a colorful picture that was 
given in appreciation to our Calimesa 
church from the Bay Island 

Conference that says, “Thank you for 
your support to our communities”. 

... four Calimesa youth, Holly 
Wagner (WWU), John Burdick 
(SAU), Katherine Frykman (PUC), 
and Daniel Tohm (WWU) are spend-
ing their sophomore year studying in 
Sagunto, Spain? 

...Brent Langford and Otilia 
White were married on July 28, 2019 
at Crystal Cove State Beach in New-
port, CA?   

...Allen Nielsen, son of Niels and 
Shirley Nielsen, was married to 
Andrea on September 28, 2019 in 
Atascadero, CA?  Niels and Shirley 

Lake Arrowhead Cruise

Holly Wagner, John Burdick, Katherine 
Frykman and Daniel Tohm

Roatan picture presented to Calimesa

Mike and Arlys Fillman

Jake and Otilia Langford
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are also proud and happy grandpar-
ents to little Marlo.  The family was 
very honored to have a few of Allan’s 
Calimesa friends attend - Jack and 
James Peterson, John Ward, Craig 
Marais, and his long-time friend Dave 
Achata, who performed the ceremony. 

Stephen, Allen, Andrea 
and Martin Nielsen

WOMEN’S 
MINISTRY EVENTS

       “The real beauty of a woman 
is on the inside, that ageless charm 
of a gentle and tender spirit which, in 
God’s sight, is priceless” 1 Peter 3:4

Mark your calenders for the 
following events:  

·  October 19, 2019, Saturday - 
Southeastern California Conference 
Women’s Prayer Summit. 
Location - Corona Seventh-
day Adventist Church 4 - 6:30 
p.m. Janice Browne is the 
speaker for the women’s ministry 
department of the General 
Conference. Free event.  Register 
at SECCWomensPrayerSummit.
eventbrite.com

·  January 10, 2020, Friday 
night, a Women’s Ministry Vespers 
will be held at the Calimesa fireside 
room featuring our own women’s 
stories, stories of women of the 
Bible, delicious light soup supper, 
communion and foot washing.

·  February 29, 2020, Sabbath, 
Calimesa’s 12th Annual Women’s 
Retreat will be held at the Four 
Seasons in Beaumont, CA.  The 
speakers for the event will be Vanessa 
Quintana and Kathy McMillian.
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RIDDLE ANSWER

The Drumstick

It was my pleasure, for the 
5th time, to go with the Calimesa 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
to the beautiful Island of Roatan, 
Honduras.  There have been many 
changes since the first adventure 
ten years ago.  We now have the 
opportunity to stay at the Paya 
Bay Resort where the staff is so 
gracious to accommodate our large 
group each year with lodging, 
delicious food and a spacious area 
to set up our dental and medical 
clinics.

Four days of dental treatment 
including fillings, many cleanings, 
extractions and root canal 
treatments were performed under 
the care of Bonnie Nelson, Adrian 
Mobilia, Richard Parker and 
Frank Sao.  Four dental students 
and two dental hygiene students 
from Loma Linda University 
School of Dentistry were provided 
a service learning experience as 
they cared for the many patients.  
Bonnie Nelson’s specialty is 
pediatric dentistry and Tom 
Sherwin, a pediatrician, worked 
together utilizing IV sedation 
to make it easy for the little or 
nervous ones.

Laura Nyirady coordinated 
our youth in health education 

presentations to five local area 
schools.  In one school we found 
that the whole kindergarten class 
had good teeth, knew how to brush 
and floss and were drinking plenty 
of water.  I feel that after 10 years 
of being present for these island 
people, the message is paying off 
among both the children and adults 
with less extractions and more 
cleanings.

Meredith Sherwin organized 
the Vacation Bible School with 
over 100 children each evening.  A 
special thanks to all who helped 
out each night with the skits, music 
and crafts.  Thank you Mary 
Quishenberry for making and 
loaning the costumes that are used 
for the VBS skits. 

God has and is richly blessing 
this mission opportunity and I 
would like to invite interested 
volunteers to join our team in June 
2020 where your willing spirit can 
be used and you can meet some 
amazing people.

Calimesa Church group serving
in Roatan - June 2019

        ROATAN 2019 HIGHLIGHTS
by Bonnie Nelson

SANDALWOOD 
FIRE

Mesa Grande Academy gym 
was the designated Red Cross 
Shelter and resource command 
center for people that lost their 
homes in the Calimesa fire on 
October 10, 2019.  MGA principal 
Alfred Riddle and Ed Haddad 
were the liaisons as the disaster 
team set up a safe environment 
for victims of the tragedy.  Those 
that lost their homes, volunteer 
Red Cross coordinators and our 
local community were so grateful 
for the gracious hospitality of all 
involved and very appreciative 
for our academy gym facilities.    
Overnight guests for the weekend 
were about 10-25 and the daytime 
space allowed community members 
to get information as a group and/
or individually.  

Red Cross coordinating MGA gym shelter



8

MESA GRANDE 
ACADEMY NEWS

by Roxy Heinrich

MGA Principal, Alfred 
Riddle, announces that total school 
enrollment is 282 students this year 
with 100 being grades 9-12. 

    “And all thy children shall 
be taught of the Lord, and great 
shall be the peace of thy children.” 
Isaiah 54:13. 

The rhythm of MGA’s school 
year has been firmly established! It 
can be heard in the shuffle of feet 
entering classrooms--some to new 
teachers’ classrooms. Ms. Ketita 
Boren is teaching first grade this 
year (Ms. Kristin Pennington 
moved to fourth grade). Cale 
Prindle, coming from La Sierra 
Academy, is instructing language 
arts to junior high and drama to 
high school students, while Alysha 
Pak is working with junior high 
in science and math. Lisa Murray 
is teaching English to academy 
seniors. Tim Giang has taken up 
new residence in the high school 
history department and Jake 
Knight and Ryan Wilkinson have 
taken on duties in both junior and 
senior high.

“And all thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord, and great shall 
be the peace of thy children.”

The tempo of school life always 
seems to be prestissimo: very rapid 
and as fast as possible. That tempo 
has been experienced already with 
a senior class trip to Lake Havasu, 
a spiritual leadership conference 
at Leoni Meadows, Alumni Day, 
elementary and high school beach 
days, an elementary field trip to 
Riley’s Farm in Oak Glen, and IA 
standardized tests, in conjunction 
with regular classes, sports, and 
music.

     

Forms in music are 
fascinating—ABA form, sonata-
allegro form, theme and variation 
form. This article is written in a 
rondo form, which keeps coming 
back to one musical or verbal idea:  
“And all thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord, and great shall 
be the peace of thy children.” 

Melodies consist of students’ 
voices: greeting friends, laughing 
over surprising moments, asking 
questions, singing in choirs and 
playing in bands or bells, cheering 
at the sports games, and praying in 
classes and chapel.

     

“APPLE CRAFT DAY” 
Third Grade Class with Teacher Nadine Boyko 

“And all thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord, and great shall 
be the peace of thy children.” 

Finally, the harmony at MGA 
represents lifting our individual 
voices to God, who answers our 
prayers and speaks to us through 
the Holy Spirit. Please add your 
prayer to ours as we petition for 
MGA to be a place where, “All 
thy children shall be taught of the 
Lord, and great shall be the peace 
of thy children.” 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING


