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What’s Happening at 

Calimesa Seventh-day 
Adventist Church

have a daughter, Eiza (pronounced Ā-za), age two, 
and are expecting a son, due the last week of July, 
for whom they’ve chosen the name Judah. When the 
Berumens have some time away from duties, they 
enjoy visiting the zoo or relaxing at the beach.  Pastor 
Danielle and family look forward to growing in love 
and grace with you.

Danielle Berumen comes to Calimesa 
as Pastor for Children and Families 
Ministries with several years experience.  

Although initially enrolling in premed and 
thinking she would become a doctor of medicine 
and serve in overseas missions, Pastor Danielle 
earned a B.A. in Religious Studies at La Sierra 
University.  “Closing doors leading to medicine 
and opening others to pastoral ministry, God 
made it clear that He has been preparing 
me for this work all along,” she stated.  As 
further preparation, she is currently enrolled 
in an intensive hybrid program with Andrews 
University. She will earn a Masters Degree in 
Pastoral Ministry by the end this year.

Pastor Danielle began formal pastoral duties 
as an Intern at Azure Hills Seventh-day 
Adventist Church and was then hired as a full 
time Assistant Pastor for Children and Family 
Ministries.  Following this assignment, she 
answered a call to Palm Springs Seventh-day 
Adventist Church where she served five and 
a half years in similar ministry. Her goal is 
to support and equip parents, who initially 
introduce their children to Jesus, and to nuture 
children in the love and character of God as they 
make their personal decisions to follow Him.

Pastor Danielle and husband Manuel (Manny) 
live in Loma Linda where he obtained his B.S. in 
Nursing. He works in the Cardio-Thoracic ICU at 
Loma Linda University Medical Center.  They 

Calimesa Welcomes Pastor Danielle
By Damaris Matthews



Spring Greetings Church Family
by Darrin Thurber, Senior Pastor

Interview with Calimesa’s Student Missionary Rachel Langford 
by Bonnie Parker

How Many SM’S are working 
in the Marshall Islands this 
school year?

Six from Andrew’s University 
and two from Walla Walla 
are teaching at the 350 
student school in Delap, 
Majuro, Marshall Islands.  

What does your work involve?
I teach 24  5th graders and 
coach both high school 
basketball and volleyball.

Have you been able to travel 
other places in Micronesia this 
year?

In past years other SM’s have 
had the opportunity to travel 
to other islands of Micronesia, 
but because of Covid we have 

only been able to take day 
trips to some of the outer 
Marshallese islands.

What have you missed the 
most this year?

A good hot shower!   Fresh 
fruits and vegetables are sold 
here, but all healthy things 
are extremely expensive.  One 
small tomato will usually cost 
more than $5.00!

Do students bring lunches?
During school days some 
students will bring food, or 
purchase food at the school’s 
cafeteria.

We look forward to have Rachel 
share pictures and hear about 
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As Spring ushers in new life 
and beauty, I call to mind 
the words found in Isaiah 

35:1-2, The desert and the parched 
land will be glad; the wilderness 
will rejoice and blossom. Like the 
crocus, it will burst into bloom; it 
will rejoice greatly and shout for 
joy.

Describing the joy of the 
redeemed, Isaiah illustrates 
transformational joy - a dry and 
hot desert wasteland becomes a 
lush and green garden paradise. 
Isn’t that God’s specialty?  
Turning deserts into gardens, 
mourning into dancing, sinners 
into the redeemed and ashes into 
something beautiful. 

May you find comfort and joy 
knowing that God can redeem your 

circumstances and bring new life 
and beauty.

Over the past few months, we’ve 
experienced quite a few pastoral 
transitions at our church. It’s been 
wonderful to welcome Pastor 
Danielle Berumen to our pastoral 
team.  

Pastor Kazar Ackerman 
accepted a call to be the sole 
pastor at the Rialto and Norco  
Seventh-day Adventist church 
district. Pastor Peter Miguelez 
is an associate pastor at the Palm 
Springs Seventh-day Adventist 
Church serving the youth and 
children’s ministries. Pastor Viana 
Chambers has transitioned to be 
a full-time seminary student at La 
Sierra University. In addition, she 
is helping part time with ministry 

at the Riverside Community 
Church. Pastor Isaac Kim is now 
the Director of Children and Family 
Ministries for the Southeastern 
California Conference.  

It would be impossible to 
summarize the impact that these 
individuals had on our lives in 
just a few words, but we are so 
blessed by the ministry, care and 
friendship that all of these pastors 
gave us. Thank you for the way you 
touched our lives 
for Christ! You 
will be greatly 
missed and will 
always hold a 
special place in 
our hearts. 

Rachel with some of her studetns at Delap SDA 
School in Majuro, Marshall Islands

her year when she comes back to 
Calimesa in June!



Mountaintop Retreat for Calimesa Church
by John Parrish

 ALFRED’S 

RIDDLE
Who can jump 
higher than Mt 
Kilimanjaro in 
Tanzania?

(answer on page 12)

The 50-year tradition for 
Calimesa’s Mountiantop 
Retreat at Pine Springs 

Ranch will be held April 22-24.  
Last-minute reservations can 
still be made by downloading 
the reservation form online from 
the church website.  There are 
options for the main lodge, close-
by recreational vehicle campsites, 
cabins or tent spaces.  Also, day 
guests and others who wish to 
attend may still be able to pay in 
advance for meals, but Dr. Bob 
advises, “Time may be running 
out”!

 Speakers for this year’s retreat 
will join in presentations on 
the theme Kingdom Tales: The 
Parables of Christ.  

Roy Ice, familiar to many for his 
role on the pastoral staff of Loma 
Linda’s University Church and is 
now speaker/director of the Faith 
for Today telecast; Karl Haffner, 
vice president for student affairs 

at Loma Linda University, and 
Jon Paulien, longtime Calimesa 
Church member and professor 
at Loma Linda University school 
of religion.  Aren Rennacker, 
former youth pastor at Calimesa, 
will be featured as the speaker 
for Afterglow, the final event 
on Friday evening. He is youth 
director for the Southeastern 
California Conference.  Joseph 
Santos, interim pastor of the 
Chula Vista Adventist church, will 
lead a series of youth programs 
through the weekend.  

Vocalist Jarrod McNaughton, 
keyboard artist Sergio Leiva, 
trumpeter Tim Zimmerman, 
vocal duo Rob Peterson and Paul 
Wilcox and others will bless the 
meetings with musical offerings.  

Weekend activities will begin 
with check-in at the main lodge 
beginning at 3:00 PM Friday and 
end with a farewell brunch on 
Sunday morning.  A memorable 
feature of each Mountaintop 
Weekend experience is Saturday 
Night at the Ranch emceed by 
Calimesa members Chris Church 
and Rob Wilson.  It will be 
followed by a traditional treat of 
fresh strawberries and ice cream 
hosted by the Chrispens family.

Pine Springs Ranch, is the 
Southeastern California 
Conference Christian Camp and 
Conference Center. It is located in 
the San Jacinto Mountains, east of 
Mountain Center at 58000 Apple 
Canyon Road, 92561.   Telephone 
contact at the camp is (951) 659-
4131.  

Mountaintop Weekend 2022
Pine Springs Ranch, April 22, 23 and 24

An annual 
tradition of 

our Calimesa 
SDA Church 

family.

Karl Haffner
VP, Student Experience
Loma Linda University

Roy Ice
Speaker/Director 
Faith for Today telecast

R e n e w  •  R e l a x  •  R e c o m m i t

About the Retreat
• Programs for all ages
•  Must register in advance by April 11
•   Registration forms available by mid-February
•  Choose lodge, RV, Cabin or Tenting
•  Meals available for the entire weekend
•  Make plans to attend the entire “packed” weekend

Jon Paulien
Professor, School of Religion
Loma Linda University

Sharing the Word:
Kingdom Tales
the parables of Christ

Aren Rennacker
Afterglow Speaker
Youth Leader SECal Conf

Joseph Santos
Guest Youth Speaker
Chula Vista SDA Church

Vocalist 
Jarrod McNaughton

Keyboard
Sergio Leiva

Vocal Duo
Rob Peterson
Paul Wilcox

Enjoy Nature   |  Great Food   |   Inspiring Messages   |   Great Music   |  Fellowship

Saturday Night 

at the Ranch
Returning this Year! 

M
as

ters of Ceremonies Chris Church and Rob Wilson

8:00 pm

Followed by fresh 
strawberry sundaes!

Trumpet
Tim Zimmerman
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Grand Rounds Daily 
Devotional includes 365 
stories written by students, 

alumnus, faculty and friends of 
Loma Linda University School 
of Medicine.  
Nineteen 
members of 
our Calimesa 
church have 
shared their 
stories in 
this book as 
well as many 
others that 
you may 
know.  

These inspirational stories 
illustrate how values, turned 
into action, can change 
lives and experiences of the 
people around us.  Edited by 
Donna Hadley, this book also 
commemorates the grand 
opening of the new Loma Linda 
University Medical Center.  
Grand Rounds is available at 
Loma Linda Campus Store, 
the Medical Auxiliary Office 
(llumedaux.org) and the School 
of Medicine (909-558-4481)

The Book Case
by Bonnie Parker



There was a strong desire among 
church members to continue 
Sabbath School for our younger 

members during the COVID lockdown. 
Last summer, school-age children met 
as a group in the outdoor play area at 
Mesa Grande Academy, but now that 
church is open again, the Children’s 
Sabbath School Divisions are returning 
to more age-appropriate settings. 

Working with the youngest of children 
from birth to age two, Stephanie 
Church led out in the Cradle Roll 
Division. Attendance averages about 8 
infants each week in this parent-child 
class that teaches Bible stories with 
simple songs and hands-on props. 
Even though she has some dedicated 

assistants, Stephanie loves it when 
parents are involved by greeting, 
handing out materials and telling a 
story, all self-assigned by volunteer 
signup sheets. She also welcomes 
feedback on these sheets and seriously 
considers suggestions to make the 
program better. Most of all she loves 
watching the little ones develop and 
gain enthusiasm as they learn about 
Jesus’ love.

One week assisting in Cradle Roll, the 
next leading out in Tiny Tots (ages 
3-4), Karen Jara is not quite sure 
how she ended up in charge of this 
group for the past year. Immediately 
following the shutdown, some parents 
were hesitant for their children or 
themselves to meet indoors, so she 
sees a great need for adult help in 
this division. Teaching in Tiny Tots 
means focusing on weekly memory 
verses and adapting the main lesson 

so that it is applicable for this group. 
Children here also develop manual 
skills through a weekly craft that 
encourages creativity. With as many 
as 11 wriggly children in attendance 
each week, adult help is definitely 
needed in this room, where Karen has 
the challenge of leading out with no 
consistent assistance. She would like to 
see dependable, consistent co-workers 
in this division with strong modeling of 
good behavior by the parents. She says 
her greatest job is teaching the Bible 
story to the children each quarter.

Since the lockdown disrupted the 
usual leadership, parents came up 
with creative solutions to continue 
the spiritual growth of children in 

Early Birds (ages 5-6) and Primary 
(ages 7-9) Divisions. First, the classes 
combined for opening exercises 
and song service, separating later 
for lesson time. This move had the 
surprising but pleasing benefit of 
older children “discipling” the younger 
children. Since responsibility for full 
leadership of the division was seen as 
too overwhelming for one person, the 
parents and other adults take turns 
leading the children week by week. 
Irmgart Mitchell has a strong hand 
in keeping Sabbath School going for 
elementary-aged children, among 
whom are her grandchildren. Irmgart 
says, “My goal is for the children to 
develop a relationship with Christ and 
learn how to live out the object lesson 
presented each week.” During the 
height of the pandemic, the number 
of children attending Sabbath School 
hovered around six or eight. Now 

attendance in Early Birds is about 14 
children each week. The challenge is to 
find adults willing to assist by leading 
song service, teaching the lesson or 
presenting a craft.

 Arlene Dos Santos has a heart 
especially for leadership in the 
Primary Division (2nd – 4th grade). 
She is so pleased that parents and 
grandparents regularly volunteer 
to help out with this group which 
numbers 15 to 20 children each week. 
She says, “Between the activities we 
do in in church and the conversations 
that take place at home, we should 
be working together to help our little 
ones have a deeper relationship with 
Jesus.” Students at this age can be 
challenging because of different levels 
of literacy skills and conduct displays. 
Some children are able to attend and 
participate appropriately while others 
push boundaries and provoke others. 
Still Arlene says that she loves the “ah 
ha!” moments that happens when God 
leads the activities to reach students, 
they make connections and enjoy the 
study of the Bible.

Perhaps the group that was most 
disrupted during the shut-down 
was the Junior Division (5th and 
6th graders). Not only was their 
attendance hampered by Covid 
concerns, but once we returned to in-
person worship, the very room where 
the group met was unavailable to 
them because of ongoing construction 
for the kitchen remodel. The few 
Juniors who came combined with 
the Earlyteens (Jr. High), led by the 
fortuitous arrival of Pastor Peter 
Miguelez who demonstrated a heart 
for working with young people. Pastor 
Peter has been recently assigned to 
Palm Springs SDA Church and Alfred 
and Joy Riddle have stepped up to 
temporarily fill the gap.

Continued on Page 5 Column 3

Children’s Divisions Continue Their Ministry 
by Damaris Matthews

A strong desire that children entrusted to 
them will grow closer to Jesus and know that 
He cares for them personally. 
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Continued from  Page 4

Children’s Divisions
Each division leader has expressed a strong desire that 
children entrusted to them will grow closer to Jesus 
and know that He cares for them personally. They 
also expressed a need for additional adult help in the 
classrooms. If you enjoy being around children and can 
commit to working at least one Sabbath a month in the 
classroom, choose the age group you would like from the 
descriptions above and contact the leader of that division. 
Your help will be heartily welcomed as you enter into 
the joyful rewards of working with the children of our 
Calimesa Church.

It began in early 2010 by an enthusiastic late Alice 
Soderblom and is patterned after “Prayers and Squares,” 
an interfaith outreach organization that originated in San 
Diego area and is now functioning in many places around 
the country and even the world. 

When COVID struck and church services and other group 
meetings were cancelled or went virtual, the Quilting 
Ministry halted its weekly meetings; however, resourceful 
members gathered materials and much was done at home. 
To complete the “sandwiching” step for each quilt one or 
two quilters met in the designated Fireside room where 
there is a special large raised table to spread the backing, 
filler and quilt top out and insert all the pins. With that 
step completed quilts were mostly finished at home. 

When Sabbath services were just virtual, the church’s 

weekly online newsletter included instructions 
asking folk to pray for quilt recipients and the 
quilters tied the knots. When open air church 
services were held at Mesa Grande Academy, 
members were able to tie the quilts. As soon as 
it was allowed—with vaccines, masks and social 
distancing—groups of six to eight quilters started 
meeting back in the Fireside building.

The ministry does keep detailed records of quilts 
donated such as photos, recipient names, dates, 
etc. They also maintain an inventory of completed 
quilts that are ready to be tied and donated. 
 
Thus, the ministry has stood the test of time and 
the pandemic. Though membership dwindled 
a bit, the legacy of Alice Soderblom carries on. 
After her demise five years ago, the ministry has 
continued under the leadership of Laura Willis 
and Arlys Fillman and others who, from time to 
time, may step in. 

New quilters are always needed and are 
encouraged to join. Older participants are happy 
to give instruction. Their regular meeting times 
are Tuesday mornings between 9:00 and noon in 
the Fireside building. 

During pandemic year 2021, forty adult and 
baby quilts were tied and given away. Church 
members may request a quilt for individuals 
who are suffering from long-term illness, facing 
surgery, injury by accident, hospitalization, family 
deaths or baby dedications by completing the 
form provided on the church’s website. Request 
forms are also available on the table in the Church 
vestibule on Sabbath mornings.

Prayer Quilt Ministry—How 
it survived the Pandemic 
by Elaine Thompson

Esther Espinoza holding the quilt she received from the quilting 
ministry following the death of her husband Sam
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What Do You Enjoy, Now that   Church is Open Again?
compiled by Damaris Matthews

Ed Haddad:  
Having a place to bring a 
grandchild and relax during 
worship is great!  It’s wonderful 
to have that grandchild pull you 
by the hand to go down when 
it’s time for children’s story.  
Our grandson loves roaming 
around in the Mother’s Room, 
too. 

Mike Fillman:  
I love that more and more 
people are returning to church.  
(We could use more organists.) 
I like that potluck is starting 
up again which draws more 

people and we can taste some 
interesting new dishes.

Pauline Marcoe:  
I like having Sabbath School 
together in person.  People can 
participate better. I like to see 
and hear how people respond.

Gail Mack:  
Returning to church means 
that relationships are growing.  
This shows during sharing 
time when we greet each.  We 
find out the goods that happen 
in people’s lives as well as the 

bads.  This happens not only 
in the sanctuary as well as 
outside in the courtyard. 

Janelle Bietz:  
It’s great being with people.  
So many people of our 
congregation are a blessing 
and you are a blessing to them.  
Fellowship is so much better 
than being alone in the house.

Ashley Petit (with husband 
Taylor):  
I enjoy the fellowship.  The 
kids can see their friends, play 
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What Do You Enjoy, Now that   Church is Open Again?

with them; we adults enjoy 
that too.
Andrae Chambers:  

This is a very positive 
experience, a community 
of believers together.  It is 
essential to our wellbeing to 
hang out with people of like 
beliefs.  It strengthen our 
resolves.

Brittany Plata:
We can finally see people, 
clearly see their faces change 
expressions.  I also love 
watching the kids play in the 
olive trees. 

Kathie von Pohle:  
It has been a privilege and joy 
to see our buddies again. It is so 
good to worship in person.

Hannah Rea (8th grade): 
With in-person church I 
can connect better than 
online.  With online, I can 
get lazy and say I’ll watch 
later, but that doesn’t always 
happen.  In person, I’m not so 
distracted. I like my Sabbath 
School, but miss Pastor Peter.  
Alfred and Joy Riddle are 
helping out though.

Jonathan Watt:
In-person worship is great.  
I never did stop.  My family 
met with others in their 
homes.  Coming together and 
fellowshipping is good.  We 
should have never shut down.

Caleb Rivera (11th grade):  
Worshipping at church is a 
community of people coming 
together and connecting as 
friends.  We see how God works 
through them and they see how 
God works through you.
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Mesa Grande Academy Has Thousands of Words!
By Roxie Heinrich

Here is  a mini-report on 
students from the past 
who instilled MGA’s words 

into their lives. We are sure this is 
only the beginning of what these 
students will accomplish.

Nathan and Cheri Blue 
(daughter and son-in-law of 
Arwyn and Kathi Wild). Nathan 
is a high risk obstetrician, and 
Cheri is obtaining her PhD in 
Speech Language Therapy.

Carly Barruga Duong and 
Cameron Barruga (daughter 
and son of Maynard and Pam 
Barruga) Carly, a pediatrician, 
is beginning a fellowship in 
Children’s Forensic Medicine. 

Cameron is graduating from 
Loma Linda University, School of 
Medicine this spring, and he will 
be be specializing 
in Urology. He 
and his wife will 
be moving to the 
East Coast the day 
after graduation 
to continue 
serving his Navy 
commission.

Alex Larson (son 
of Dorothy Larson 
Grant) has recently 
received his PhD 
in psychology. He 
and his wife are 
residing in Texas. 

If one picture is worth a thousand words, Mesa Grande Academy speaks 
volumnes on its Facebook Page!

Alumni Report 2022 Graduation
Graduation this year will be the 
weekend of June 3-5. Watch for 
further information about this 
milestone event



Random Acts of Kindness  compiled by Bonnie Parker
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Thought for the Day 

Thank you Cindi Wright for submitting this!

Tom and Meredith 
Sherwin

Thank you so much to 
our church family for 
all the love, prayers 

and support we received 
after Spencer’s paralyzing 
car accident. We are so 
grateful for all the calls, texts, 
visits and delicious meals 
delivered. Tragedies of life are 
more bearable when a loving 
community shares so much 
support. 

Thank you for all the meals, 
lovingly prepared, especially 
while Sophie was home alone 
for over a week when Tom and 
I were up in Fresno to be near 
Spencer in the ICU. 

Thank you to the families who 
came by to visit, sing and play 
music for Tom and Sophie while 
Spencer and I were at Craig 
Hospital in Denver. 

Thank you to Frances Janzen 
and Laura Willes, who worked 
tirelessly and expertly on an 
amazingly custom and creative 
quilt for Spencer. 

Thank you to all the members 
who prayed over it and tied the 
knots. It represents so much 
compassion and care, he loves 
it! Everyone who entered his 
hospital room at the rehab 
hospital in Denver commented 
on the craftsmanship and artistry 
of it. We were able to share 
with the caregivers how the 
knots represented our church 
members’ prayers. 

We are so very grateful to God 
for sparing Spencer’s life in the 
accident. His life is changed and 
challenges abound, but we know 
that God will lead him through 
the challenges to an abundant life 
in Him. 

Thank you all for continuing to 
keep Spencer in your prayers. 
It means so much to us when 
members of our church family 
tell us they are still lifting him 
in prayer even almost two years 
after his accident. We are truly 
surrounded by angels, thank you! 

Michael and Rachelle 
Bennie

“Ouch. Deep breath… 
Thank you. . . Thank 
you. Ouch. Deep 

breath… Thank you.”

Four months ago, when a 
playful evening skating brought 
our daughter a broken nose 
and debilitating concussion, 
complicated by COVID. multiplied 
by who knows what else, this 
“ouch/breathe/thank-you” cycle 
has been on repeat for our whole 
family. Pain, paralysis, seizure-like 
episodes and vertigo canceled a 
quarter of college for our thriving 
scholar and extrovert, Brielle.

The only thing bigger than 
the heartache of watching a 
child suffer what a parent was 
powerless to protect her from has 
been our gratitude for all the love 
poured out. Flowers delivered to 
the hospital by Ionel Turturica. A 
month of meals lovingly left by so 
many of you--and before that, the 
sight of the meal train signup full 
within minutes of posting, so that 
more of you had to sneak us extra 
treats off the record. The prayers, 

calls, texts, listening, empathizing. 
The hours of generous sharing 
and service from so many of 
you medical professionals in 
our church community. And the 
quilt. Oh, the quilt! The Sabbath 
I brought it home to her, she 
wrapped it around her, marveling 
at every knot, melting into the 
love of each prayer tied up in it, 
crying tenderly at the caring of 
this precious family. When the 
Revelator speaks of wiping away 
every tear, I imagine a prayer quilt 
like this being the handkerchief.

As she fights through the challenge 
of resuming studies, the cycle 
continues, only with still more 
gratitude--ouch, breathe, thank 
you. Thank You. Thank You!!

(The reason for this section is 
to encourage each of you to find 
little ways to make every day a 
special day in your corner of the 
world. If you experience one of 
these unexpected blessings, jot it 
down and send it to Bonnie Parker: 
rlpbrp@roadrunner.com.)
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Bits ‘n Pieces
compiled by Damaris Matthews   

Women’s Ministry Events 
Women’s Ministry contiues 
to plan events. They held a 
song and prayer session the 
evening of April 1 and a Ladies 
Tea is planned for May 15 in 
the Fellowship Hall. “We are 
continuing with the theme of 
“One Anothering,” said leader 
Libertie Haddad.  Women can 
email her at libbiejane76@gmail.
com to be added to the Calimesa 
Women’s Ministry email list for 
future updates. 

Achievements, Milestones, 
and Happy Occasions
Elaine Thompson is now living 
at Linda Valley Villa.  She would 
love to hear from you by email:  
ethompson@me.com
Richard Hart was one of seven 
LLU faculty named as recipients 
of the Dorothy Ingram Trailblazer 
Award for their efforts to ensure 
COVID-19 equity in vulnerable 
communities, per article in the 
March issue of the Pacific Union 
Recorder.

Two Calimesa members 
were honored at LLU Health 

Homecoming March 3-7:  Arwyn 
Wild, Executive Director of San 
Manuel Gateway College, was 
honored with the Community 
Service Award. Steven Morrow, 
Associate Dean, School of 
Dentistry and currently serving 
on the California State Dental 
Board, was named Alumnus of 
Year.

Richard Parker was named 
Guam Alumnus of the year for his 
pioneering dental work in Guam 
and other islands of Micronesia.

Ken Wright performed the one-
man play, Damien, on Sunday 
March 5, 2022 at the Centennial 
Complex for APC.   

Ben Clausen recently returned 
from leading a group of geology 
students from Loma Linda 
University on a treck to the 
highest mountain on the African 
Continent, Mount Kilimanjaro 
(19,314 feet)  

Bryan Soderblom (son of Doug 
and Rhonda) is officially a pilot 
for Delta Airlines. “I feel so 
incredibly lucky to have made it 
to my dream airline,” he says.

Tyler Parker and his mom 
Trish spent spring break 
traveling through the coastal 
areas of Portugal and Spain for 
twelve days. They were part of 
a 35-member history tour from 
Upper Columbia Academy.  

The Idyllwild International Festival of Cinema 
chose Seana Thompson as the winner 
of the 2022 Roger Taylor Award for best 
original score.  She composed the music for 
a featurette, “Rogue: The Western”, shot in 
Carlsbad, CA.

Youngest and oldest attendee at Women’s Min-
istry Vesper, December 2021. Clara Plata age 6 
months, Carolyn McHan age 89 years

Kira Delinger has a drawing published in the 
March issue of Clubhouse Jr magazine. The 
prompt for the artwork was “What I like to do 
to help around the house.”

At Rest
• Christiellen Almeida – June 3, 

1974 - January 20, 2022
• Valda Boyd - Sept 12, 1932 - 

Dec 3, 2021
• Don Caster: Feb 16, 1932- Jan 

25, 2021
• Sharon Fandrich: Jan 1, 1939 – 

Aug 24, 2021
• Cheri Lindsted: Jun 11, 1947 - 

Mar 24, 2021
• Della Maguire: Apr 24, 1920 - 

Dec. 29, 2021
•  Maxine Richards: Feb 1, 1925 

– Mar 28, 2022
• Marjorie Venden: Sept 15. 1929 

- Mar 29, 2022
• Barbara Zeller: May 30, 1933 – 

Feb 2, 2022



Youth Ministry Update
by Pastor Mark Recalde

Hi Calimesa Church! Time 
has flown by and summer is 
around the corner. I pray you 
continue to learn and grow in 
your walk with Jesus. Here are 
some updates on our youth 
community:
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by Pastor Mark Ricalde

Hanging Out with Children’s Sabbath Schools 

Our whole youth group helped in Children’s Sabbath 
School classes in December. We had so much fun with 
slides, crafts, songs and more. We are looking forward to 
more Sabbath Schools together!

CaliRedWalk Vespers 

One thing our youth leaders have been focused on is 
learning to worship with the larger community (the 
body of Christ!). We have partnered a few times with 
Redlands SDA Youth and with Crosswalk “The Walk” 
Youth to have some vespers and gym nights together. We 
hosted the last “CaliRedWalk” vespers, a special night 
of worship, get to know you games, hot drinks, pastries; 
and a message from Pastor Lindsey from Redlands. We 
look forward to many more joint events with our friends 
down the road!

Laser Tag 

We recently had a fun chasing each other around at Lazer 
Legacy in Yucaipa. It was a great time to decompress and 
have fun together. If you have youth in your family circles, 
please encourage them to join our youth group!

Please support our youth group! 

Our youth group is so blessed to have a church that is 
praying for us and supporting us; please continue to do so.  
Pastor Mark is willing to hear your ideas on how we can 
continue to grow as a youth group. We also appreciate your 
monetary support, and if you want to sponsor our vespers, 
events and outreach, please mark “Youth Ministries” when 
you give online or with your tithe envelope. Thank You!

Sunday Outreach

We’ve enjoyed getting 
a few youth together to 
help church members 
with needs. We love 
painting, yard work, 
moving things and more. 
If you need help, our 
youth group is ready to 
try our best and help! 
Contact Pastor Mark.



Answer: Ben Clausen (and all 
the rest of us) . . . because 
mountains can’t jump!!

ALFRED’S 
RIDDLE

CONNECTIONS 
Staff
Editor: Charles Castle
chcastle@gmail.com

Assistant Editor/Reporter: 
Damaris Matthews
d52matthe@yahoo.com

Copyeditor: Richard Parker 

Beat Reporters:
• John Parrish (concerts, events, etc.) 

parrishto@hotmail.com

• Mike Fillman (News Mirror liaison)
mfillman@mac.com

• Irmgart Mitchell (membership)
• Bonnie Parker (general) 

rlpbrp@roadrunner.com
• Roxie Heinrich (general) 

randmhein@aol.com

We need you! Write for Calimesa 
Connections or help us stay current in 
your area of ministry.  Don’t want to 
write? Contact anyone listed above! 

A year and a half ago, our 
church’s Decoration 
Committee – members 

included Pam Emerson, Robi Gozzo, 
Grace Kim and Kandi Neal – laid out 
a vision for more comfortable and 
workable space in the kitchen and 
Fellowship Hall.  

In the months following, Carl 
Thorton led a team of workmen 
to widen the dimensions of the 
kitchen, install a new center island 
with multiple electrical outlets and 
warming drawers, to change the 
color scheme from spring floral to 
neutral grays and whites and to put in 
subdued, variable lighting. 

After months of delay caused by 
Covid regulations and shipping 
delays, the newly renovated wing was 
ready just in time to wish Pastor Isaac 
happiness as he stepped down from 
pastor duties at Calimesa Church 
to take up a new appointment as 
Associate Youth Director with a lead 
in Family and Children’s Ministry at 
Southeastern California Conference.

On the evening of February 26 
of this year, about 200 church 
members gathered in the newly 
renovated space to wish Pastor 
Isaac Kim a fond farewell. Pastor 
Darrin welcomed everyone 
and opened with a prayer. Chris 
Church served as emcee and 
did a fine job of roasting Pastor 
Isaac. Erik Frykman presented a 
touching poem of tribute that he 
had written for the occasion. 

Following a slide show highlighting 
Isaac’s different roles and 
ministries, there was an open mic 
where attendees shared memories 
of experiences with Isaac. Later, 
Pastor Darrin presented Isaac with 
a collection of cards and gifts from 
the congregation. Pastor Isaac 
thanked everyone and expressed 
that he is blessed to still be part of 
the Calimesa Church family, and 
that Calimesa will always be home.

During the evening, Arlys Fillman 
led a team of about eight volunteers 
to set up and serve refreshments, 

New Kitchen - First Used For Pastoral Farewell
As told by Robi Gozzo

which included food catered by 
A Dong, one of Isaac’s favorite 
restaurants, a doughnut station 
for dessert as well as coffee, tea 
and water. The event was so 
much more enjoyable working 
from the roomy, well-appointed 
kitchen and quite a pleasure for 
attendees in the freshly made 
over Fellowship Hall.

Louise Holder working in the newly renovated church kitchen


