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EASTER IN 

HANGZHOU, CHINA
To tell truth, the day sort of snuck up 

on me this year.  The nearby supermarkets 
gave no indications of Easter’s approach 
as they do in America.  No gaudy over-
stuffed baskets, no bundles of colorful 
plastic eggs and no Peeps were on display 
anywhere. Even the local SDA church 
where I attend made no mention of this 
upcoming day of observance commonly 
celebrated in the western world.  It was 
not until I heard an NPR broadcast (Yes! I 
get that station here!), mentioning the ap-
parent lack of preparedness by the White 
House for the annual Easter Egg Roll that 
it struck me:  Easter was just six days 
away.

Here was another opportunity to bring 
Christ into my classroom.  On Fridays, 
our routine is to talk more directly about 
differences in cultural aspects between 
America and China.  Since the observance 
of Easter is so pervasive in our western 
tradition and since its observance is just 
about unknown in China, it is a huge 
cultural difference and the moment was 
perfect to introduce the death and resur-
rection of Jesus to my class.

From my computer I prayerfully 
downloaded relevant passages from the 
gospel of John choosing the Common 
English Bible. Words like “thee”, “thou” 
and “shouldest” would have added an 
unnecessary layer of confusion for this 
group. To broaden the discussion, I turned 
to a favorite website for gathering class 
material, WikiHow.  A person can ask this 
site how practically anything is done, and 
it will deliver step-by-step instructions– in 
this case – How to Celebrate Easter.

When the group assembled on Good 
Friday, it was clear that my students had 
not previously heard of Easter.  Oddly 
enough, they are familiar with Halloween 
and the commercial side of Christmas, 
but somehow Easter had escaped their 
attention.  We took turns reading the Bible 
verses.  After a few moments reflection, 
the questions began:  “But why …”  I 
ended this section by summing up:  “We 
Christians are so lucky.  We have a Savior 
who has victory over death.  We don’t 
need to be afraid of anything.”  Sober 
quietness in response; but I pray that God 
will water this seed that has been planted. 
In the next section I recounted secular as-
pects of the tradition such as dyeing eggs 
with my children and Easter egg hunts. 

Surprisingly, it was not only un-
churched hospital workers in China who 
had not heard of Easter; neither had my 
fellow Sabbath keepers.  On Sabbath 
the Pastor’s sermon had no mention of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, but rather 
was centered around a call to  “Stand 
Fast” to the purpose for which you have 
been called.  In the middle of translat-
ing Chinese into English, my dear friend 
Jane Wang suddenly broke off to ask,  
“In America – do Seventh-day Adventists 
celebrate Easter?  I’d not heard of this 
until someone in my online Bible study 

group wished me Happy Easter.” Quentin, 
a student from Tanzania who was sitting 
nearby and listening to the translation as 
well, nodded his head vigorously in agree-
ment with Jane.  “No, we don’t celebrate 
Easter in my home church either.   It’s not 
mentioned in the Bible.”

“It’s just as much there as Christmas,” 
I countered, “and this church in Hangzhou 
had a big whoop-dee-do this past Decem-
ber.  But if you think about it, Jesus’ death 
and resurrection further strengthens our 
claim for the Sabbath.  Jesus rested in the 
grave on the seventh day of the week.”  
More discussion and reflection.

This last discussion got me to won-
dering if other Christian churches in China 
observe Easter. Across the street from Sir 
Run Run Shaw Hospital stands a huge 
Sunday-keeping church.  They advertise 
an English service in the afternoon and so 
I determined to go there on Easter Sunday.  
While the main area of worship at the 
Chong Yi Church is a massive cathedral-
like space, services in English are held in a 
room akin to our Garden Chapel.  I was so 
happy and gratified to see the room filled 
to bursting with about 300 young adults. 
Maybe about a tenth of them were ex-pats 
from various countries, but most of them 
were young professional or student native 
Chinese.  Services began with songs of 
praise led by a band in which the spokes-
person and guitarist bore a strong resem-
blance to Bill Bradley, the former NBA 
player and US Senator.  Although no one 
used the words “Happy Easter”, here the 
sermon, at least, started with the resurrec-
tion of Jesus and recounted the story of 
Thomas, from doubt to commitment.

One other thing that added to my 
Easter Joy:  I got up extra early on that 
Sunday morning (China time) to catch the 
livestream of the Calimesa Church Sab-
bath service.  Although you could not see 
me, it was a delight to set my eyes again 
on so many familiar faces.  What lively 
music you had that day!   May God keep 
us all until we meet again.

Damaris Matthews, currently in China, is 
able to discuss the Christian tradition of 

Easter with her students 

by Damaris Matthews
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Upcoming Events
JUNE

MAY
 May 20       Jon Ciccarelli
 
 May 27       Isaac Kim

JUNE
 June 3        Jon Ciccarelli

 June 10       Ken Curtis

 June 17       Jon Ciccarelli

 June 24       Jon Ciccarelli
 
 

Worship Calendar

SAVE THE DATE

GOOD INTENTIONS

At His Feet,
Pastor Jon

 June 8:  MGA 8th Grade Graduation
  Yucaipa SDA Church 7 p.m.

 June 9:  MGA Consecration Service
      Yucaipa SDA Church 7 p.m.

 June 10:  MGA Baccalaureate Service
        Yucaipa SDA Church  
    11:00 a.m.

 June 11:  MGA Commencement
         McAnally Center at MGA  
    10:00 a.m.

 June 14-22:  Roatan Mission Trip

 June 19-24: Vacation Bible School
         Calimesa Church

 July 28-Aug 5.  Lee Venden Series

 August - Campmeeting Sabbaths 

 Aug 26:   Christian Edition Male 
    Chorus.  Calimesa SDA
    Church - afternoon concert. 

 Aug 26:    Veritas Five Concert
                   LLU Church.  7 p.m.  

What are your intentions?  If you 
were to take a few minutes today, hit 
the pause button and stop and think 
about what your intentions are for your 
life and day’s purpose, what would 
they be?  What are the intentions be-
hind your activities today, behind your 
to-do list, behind your conversations 
and behind your habits?  What I want 
to suggest to you is that whatever you 
are doing is actually you being inten-
tional about your intentions.  If you 
take the time to think this through, you 
may even discover you have intentions 
you were not even aware of.

Intentions can we both wonder-
ful and powerful, but intentionality 
is more powerful.  There is an old 
proverb which says, “The road to hell 
is paved with good intentions.”  We 
can have all the best intentions in the 
world and never see them realized un-
til they are backed with intentionality.  

Jesus constantly challenged those 
he knew and met in His ministry to 
think about not only their intentions 
but why they were doing the things 
they did.  It was the things they were 
doing and how they were going about 
them, as well as how they treated 
people, which revealed to Him what 
their intentions often were.

Jesus invites us to take the next 
step beyond good intentions.  He 
invites us to not just agree with His 
thinking about life and His Kingdom, 
but to live and move with Him in this 
life by living with Him intentionally. 
Therefore, He doesn’t just say it is 
good to like what He says. Instead, 
Jesus asks us to follow Him and learn 
how to truly live by loving God and 
others sacrificially.  You can see it in 
Jesus’ life.  Jesus’ life was not merely 
filled with good intentions but focused 

intentionality. Everything Jesus did, 
every place He went, every conversa-
tion He had and every person He en-
countered, revealed His intentionality 
in what He said.  His intention for His 
life was to do the will of His Father, 
which was to redeem the world.

So today, I’m not asking you what 
your intentions are, I’m asking you, 
what are your ‘intentionalities’?  And 
specifically, I want to encourage us all 
to be intentional with Jesus today and 
the things relating to His Kingdom 
now and to come.  For these are the 
only things which will last, not only 
today but, for eternity.
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“UNTIL THAT DAY”
RAYMOND ETHERIDGE

1933-2017

Raymond Frankin Etheridge 
died unexpectedly at home on April 8, 
2017. His memorial service was held 
in our Calimesa church on Sabbath 
afternoon, April 29, 2017. 

Ray was born in Faunsdale, 
Alabama and was the youngest of 8 
children: six older brothers and one 
sister.  His mother and sister joined the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church when 
he was 13.  

Ray graduated from Lodi Acad-
emy in 1951 (he picked up the nick-
name ‘Alabama’ while at Lodi) and 
Washington Missionary College in 
Takoma Park, Maryland in 1959.  His 
degree was in Education.  In 1968 he 
completed his MA degree in Education 
at Andrews University. 

From 1953-1955, just as the 
Korean War ended, Ray served as a 
medic in the United States Army.

Raymond was an educator and 
thought the world of his students. He 
served in Wisconsin, Indiana, Cali-
fornia and Virginia.  He finished his 
teaching career in Stanley, VA and 
retired in 1994.  Prior to his death, Ray 
had been mentoring a Loma Linda 
Academy student.  

After the death of Ray’s first wife, 
Carol, he married Brenda Ledbetter 
Chochran on September 16, 2001.

Raymond was a man of many tal-
ents. Besides being an athlete, he was 
an artist and was very musical being 
able to play the trumpet, French horn, 
guitar, banjo, mandolin and bugle. He 
also had remarkable memorization 
skills and particularly enjoyed scrip-

ture memorization.  
Ray had a great love for Jesus and 

he treasured studying the Bible alone 
and with others. It was his wish that he 
would reunite with family, friends and 
former students when Jesus returns to 
take us home to heaven.

We’ll all miss you Ray and will all 
look forward to the New Earth.  

JUNIOR HIGH
SABBATH SCHOOL

REPORT
by Laurel Haglund

Junior High Sabbath School (for-
merly called Earliteens) is for grades 
7 and 8.  You’ll find us in the Fireside 
building next to Youth.  Just use the 
doors to the left!  Using the program 
put out by the General Conference 
called Real Time Faith, we seek to em-
phasize how God’s grace reaches into 
every aspect of their lives.  While we 
still use Bible stories as object lessons, 
the focus is on practical applications 
of God’s principles and promises in 
their everyday lives.  We wrestle with 
topics like peer pressure, substance 
abuse, media and entertainment, and 
what it means to have a Christian mind 
in the current culture.  

They are at an age where they are 
making daily decisions about how 
God fits into their world.  We also 
challenge them to engage in service 
in their community—church and 
otherwise.  Faith is only useful if it 
comes with action! (James 1:22)  Our 
hope and prayer, as they develop their 
own personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ, is that they will be witnesses of 

the grace they have received and shine 
a light in this dark world.

 We have a great group of people 
who help lead out.  While mostly 
parents teach, we are blessed to have 
Lauryn Wild lead a couple of times 
each quarter.  Alfred and Joy Riddle 
have been a constant in Junior High 
for years leading and supporting our 
praise and worship team.  We also 
encourage the kids to get involved as 
much as possible.  Recently at PSR, 
where the kids have their own pro-
gram, most of our group was lead-
ing song service—singing, playing 
keyboard and guitars.  If you didn’t 
hear them, you missed out!  Thank you 
Frances Janzen for organizing our 
music team! (She also teaches regu-
larly.)  Laurel Haglund teaches and 
coordinates the schedule and supports 
Misty Allred who keeps our families 
up to date on the happenings as well as 
planning our social events. She teaches 
as well.  It’s a group effort and we are 
so thankful for all who dedicate their 
time to this important ministry.  Isaac 
Kim is our pastor extraordinaire and 
without his commitment and encour-
agement none of this would happen!

 Soon our 8th graders will move 
on to Youth and we will welcome the 
new 7th graders.  If you know of an 
outreach opportunity you’d like to 
help us engage in or know someone 
who would want to lead out a lesson 
please let us know.  And, of course, we 
need and appreciate your prayers.

Pastor Isaac Kim leading 
Junior High discussion

Junior High members at 
Pine Springs Ranch Church Retreat
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MEET OUR NEW
MEMBERS
by Arlys Fillman 

Greta Berry
Greta Berry joined the Calimesa 

Church family not too long ago.  She 
spends summers in Sequim, WA where 
she has acreage on Discovery Bay.  
Several SDA churches come there to 
camp for the weekend and provide 
wonderful food and Sabbath services.  
During the rest of the year, she lives in 
Loma Linda.  She is a widow and was 
married for 67 years to her husband, 
Allen.  They have four children, Al-
len, III (Jay), Richard, Kathleen and 
Tove.  Among their 11 grandchildren 
and 15 great grandchildren are other 
members of the Calimesa Church 
– Kimberly Rivera is her grand-
daughter.  Greta is a retired respiratory 
therapist and graduated from Auburn 
Adventist Academy in 1948.  I am 
sure there are others of you who share 
some of this same heritage.  Welcome 
to Calimesa!

Caleb and Amy Prindle with
Vincent and Jonah

ALFRED’S RIDDLE

Where do bedtime 
books sleep?

answer on page 9

The Prindle family moved to 
SoCal from Lincoln, Nebraska in the 
summer of 2014. After trying a few 

other churches for a while, they hap-
pily discovered Calimesa and Mesa 
Grande Academy. 

Caleb (Cale) is an English teacher 
at La Sierra Academy. Before that he 
taught in the public system in Lin-
coln, NE. He recently completed his 
master’s degree in English and the 
Teaching of Writing. He keeps busy 
with many side projects and also plays 
guitar and bass guitar. Cale grew up in 
Texas and Colorado and now that he 
lives in California, he notes that he has 
lived in “the three most arrogant states 
in the US.” ☺

Amy is a copywriter and website 
SEO auditor for the Center for Online 
Evangelism and for her own com-
pany - Marketing, She Wrote. She also 
copyedits books. Before children, she 
worked in the Communication Depart-
ment of the Mid-America Union. Amy 
grew up in Loma Linda before moving 
to Nebraska to attend Union College. 
She plays drums, eats a lot of choco-
late, loves cats, crossword puzzles, 
karaoke, jazzercise and fast cars. 

Vincent is finishing up 1st grade 
at Mesa Grande Academy. He loves 
to draw and his room is filled with 
stacks of artwork. His favorite part of 
Sabbath school or Adventurers is craft 
time. He also likes to climb trees and 
make up stories to act out and tell his 
dad to “video it on his phone.”  Jonah 
will soon be starting Kindergarten at 
Mesa Grande. He is always quoting 
his favorite cartoons and also loves to 
act things out. He will be good at cha-
rades once he knows what that game 
is. He loves to build things and then 
make them “explode.” 

CALIMESA MEMBERS 
ATTEND ONE PROJECT

by Bonnie Parker

25 of our Calimesa members at-
tended the One Project Conference, 
held in San Diego, CA from February 
24-27, 2017.  The theme of the week-
end was, “The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ”.   Throughout the weekend, 
28 chosen speakers presented Jesus 
through the chapters in Revelation.  
Comments from some of our Calimesa 
attendees:
•	 Never heard Revelation pre-

sented with Jesus as the center 
in such a powerful way

•	 Like	drinking	from	a	fire	hose
•	 Was like Mesa Grande Acad-

emy Bible Conference
•	 It was a rivival in my heart and 

soul
•	 Jesus was the center of the 

whole weekend
•	 Reminded me what the role of 

my church is
•	 It was positive and uplifting

I was personally challenged by 
several quotes from our speakers about 
our relationship with the church:
•	 A loveless church is no longer 

a church
•	 If you go to an ice-cold church 

- warm it up!
•	 If	you	find	a	perfect	church	-	

don’t join it - you will ruin it. 
•	 Stop complaining about church 

- start BEING the church.  

Thought For The Day

“Forbidden fruits create 
many jams.” 
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…Sabine Dunbar is now Dr. 
Sabine Dunbar?  She has just finished 
her Doctorate of Nursing Practice at 
Western University of Health Science 
in Pomona.  She continues her work in 
the School of Nursing at Loma Linda 
University.  Congratulations Sabine! 

   …Ben Clausen spent the month 
of March with geology students and 
professors in Peru (and Chile)?  The 
group collected 300 pounds of rock 
samples from Lima on the coast, to 
the area around Cusco and Juliaca at 
16,000 feet, to the Amazon headwaters 
at 1600 feet.  This research continues 
work on plate tectonic rates using ra-
diometric dating and other geochemi-
cal analyses.

…Trae Riddle married Holly 
Middag on March 18, 2017?  Trae is 
finishing up his first year of graduate 
school in Physical Therapy at Loma 
Linda University and Holly is enjoy-
ing pediatric nursing as an RN in the 
Loma Linda University Children’s 
Hospital.  Alfred and Joy Riddle 
are thrilled to add another wonderful 
daughter-in-law to their family.  They 
are blessed!

…Bob and Thelma Knutson 
wish to thank the celebration of life 
committee, (Deborah Curbelo, Steve 
Dunbar, Kathy McMillian and 
Doyleen Schlenker) for an outstand-
ing program planned for them on April 
2, 2017?  Bob writes, “Thelma and I 
want to express a heartfelt gratitude 
for the senior celebration you so lov-
ingly and beautifully put together for 
us.  The entire production manifested 
much planning, work and love!  It 
was, and will remain, a treasured 
memory for us and for all who at-
tended.” 

   
…Jean Zachary and Alberta 

Brown joined a Maranatha project at 
Nile Union Academy in Cairo, Egypt?  
The original plan was to construct a 
new classroom, but the needed materi-
als were stranded in a container at the 
wharf.  Instead they created a basket-
ball court.  Jean and Alberta worked 
as teacher’s aides in kindergarten and 
first grade for the children of staff 
members along with some neighbor-
hood children.

…that Yucaipa News Mirror 
selected photos by both our Calimesa 
Connections editor Mike Fillman and 
youth member Sierra Janzen for the 
photo of the week?  April 28, 2017 
was Mike’s nature picture of a sphinx 
moth caterpillar ready to eat a yellow 
wild flower taken at Anza Borrego 
Desert State Park.  May 5, 2017, was 
Sierra’s picture showing her brother 
jumping for joy after they made it to 
the top of Crafton Hills. 

…Lizzy Frykman, daughter of 
Eric and Ayme Frykman, was re-
cently a cast member in the play Ruth 
at Lifehouse Theater in Redlands, CA?  
She was part of the ensemble that 
sang, danced and took part in various 
scenes throughout the musical.  Thank 
you Lizzy for sharing your gifts of 
talent and time to help tell the story 
of how God took ordinary people to 
extraordinary heights! 

…that Randy Darkens volun-
teered his time (a day every week) 
helping with various needs around 
the church campus?  He did painting 
in the fellowship hall and a hallway, 
took down and stored leftover Christ-
mas decorations (like the Christmas 
garland above the sanctuary platform), 
fixed chairs in the Training Chapel 
and Fellowship Hall as well as broken 
pews, assembled shelving racks for the 
Quilting Ministry, replaced and took 
down various fixtures, disposed of var-
ious supplies left over from events and 
many other little things here and there.  
What a gift of time and love and it is 
so appreciated!  (Randy is currently 
in Oregon helping his parents with a 
remodel of their home.)

Sabine Dunbar receives Doctorate of
Nursing Practice 

Newlyweds -Trae and Holly Riddle

Bob and Thelma Knutson at their
Celebration of Life reception

Lizzy Frykman - cast member in Life-
house Theater production of Ruth

Randy Darkens volunteers at Calimesa
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DID YOU KNOW THAT continued . . . 
…on Sunday morning, April 23, 

2017, over 60 of Tom Kim’s family 
and friends gathered together to par-
ticipate with Tom in the 15th Annual 
Loma Linda Possibilities Triathlon: 
5k walk/run, 11 mile bike ride and 
150 yard swim.  Even Tom’s lead 
Loma Linda University therapist, Dan 
Wilson, was at the starting line to see 
Tom off!!  Surrounded by family and 
friends, Tom finished the event in 2 
hours. 42 mins.; not a dry eye, (pool 
water, of course)!!!  After the event, 
the group gathered for a wonderful 
brunch at the home of Adrian and 
Maggie Cotton to celebrate with Tom 
and the WeTri4Tom team!  What an 
inspiring day!!!

...Kenneth Wright played Father 
Farley in a two man play, “Mass Ap-
peal” at the Damazo Amphitheater on 
the Loma Linda University campus?  
This 90 minute comedy/drama focused 
on conflict between a complacent 
priest and a young fiery seminar-

ian.  Ken Wright teaches anatomical 
sciences to students in the schools of 
medicine and dentistry at Loma Linda 
University.  In addition, he is cur-
rently a student in the Religion and the 
Sciences program at LLU School of 
Religion. If you were fortunate to have 
attended, you heard a relevant mes-
sage for our Seventh-day Adventist 
church in 2017!  

…Devon Heinrich and Dustin 
Baumbach were married on March 
19, 2017?  Pastor Aren Rennacker 
officiated at the beautiful ceremony.   
Milo and Roxy feel fantastically 
lucky to welcome their new son into 
their family along with Camille’s 
husband, Joram Matute.  Devon is 
graduating with her M.S. in Speech 
Language Pathology at Loma Linda 
University in June 2017, and hopes 
to work in a hospital or rehabilitation 
center next year.  Dustin is working on 
his Ph.D. in Marine Biology under Dr. 
Steve Dunbar at Loma Linda Univer-
sity.  He received his white coat for 
that degree in February 2017.  His area 
of study is Hawksbill turtles, and he 
is carrying out his research in Roatan, 
Honduras.

…Barbara Beglau is now liv-
ing at the Missions Commons?  Her 
address is: 10 Terracina Blvd, #106, 
Redlands, CA 92373.  Her phone num-
ber is: 909-307-6940.  She would love 
to hear from you via phone, mail or 
personal visit!  Recently, the following 
Calimesa volunteers helped Barbara 
move from the Loma Linda Villa: Lori 
Beglau, Ken Bietz, Al Boyko, Jere 
and Marian Chrispens, Ken Curtis, 

Tom Kim with Darrell Petersen and 
daughter Jillian at WeTri4Tom event

Tom Kim, with JC Belliard in front,  
cycles in Triathalon

Mike Fillman, Willy Goltz, Lucien 
and Suzi Hebert, Tres Hoffer, Chris-
ter and MariAnn Joreteg, Jerry and 
Loretta Kopitzke, Rob and Betty 
McAllister, Les Myhre, Aren 
Rennaker, Barry Randolph, Dave 
and Janet Wilkins. 

…Thrive classes started on Febru-
ary 1, 2017; 97 people registered and 
42 were not members? We are grateful 
to Claudette Saunders and her team 
for providing healthy and delicious 
meals.  Five classes were led by excel-
lent teachers: CrossFit Lite (Jon Cic-
carelli), Gardening (Monte Andres, 
Steve and Laura Nyirady), Art 101 
(Jason Moran), Intro to Computers 
(Loren Cress) and CPR/First Aid (Su-
san Knauff and Lael Curtis).  There 
was lots of positive feedback.  We 
hope to continue providing commu-
nity building opportunities throughout 
the year.  Thank you to everyone who 
participated and helped make Thrive 
2017 a success!”

…Lester and Connie Lorenz 
have moved to Minnesota?  The 
Lorenzes wish to the thank the fol-
lowing for their help with packing and 
loading the moving truck:  Al Boyko, 
Ken Curtis, Willy Goltz, Brian 
Haddad, Jerry Kopitzke, John and 
Melva Lorenz, Aron and Les Myhre, 
Niels Nielsen, Barry Randolph, 
Robert and Judy Rentschler, Alfred 
Riddle, Todd and Donna Under-
wood, Craig and Donna Zuppan. We 
will miss you here in Calimesa.  God’s 
blessings to you both in your new 
location.  

…Jescinda Barrett, daughter of 
John and Georgie Barrett, gradu-
ated with a Nursing MS degree from 
California Baptist University on May 
6, 2017 with certification as a Clini-
cal Nurse Specialist?  Congratulations 
Jescinda!

 Dustin and Devon Baumbach

Thrive Participants enjoying dinner
before classes begin
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MGA NEWS
by Roxy Heinirich

•  People in Ethiopia will benefit 
from a mission project that grades 
K-6 took on: raising money for the 
Tropical Health Alliance Foundation.  
This will provide shoes for people in 
Ethiopia suffering from podoconio-
sis (podo).  The disease is caused by 
years of barefoot exposure to red clay 
soil.  The elementary grades pledged 
to raise enough money for 130 pairs 
of shoes – one for each elementary 
student at MGA (estimated value of 
$10 each). We hoped to have collected 
$1,300 by April 21, but we actually 
raised $2,089. The sixth grade raised 
nearly half of that total themselves at 
$1,036.28.  Responsible citizens are 
being fashioned through these efforts. 
For more information on the Tropical 
Health Alliance Foundation and all 
they do, please visit  www.thaf.org.

•  Jeopardy is such a fascinat-
ing way to learn. Math questions 
were used for a high school jeopardy 
game on April 28, 2017.   Zach Hof-
fer, president of the National Honor 
Society, was the inspiration behind 
the challenge questions at the game. 
Inquiring scholars were in their ele-
ment, even without Alex Trebek on 
campus; Holly Wagner did a fabulous 
job taking Trebek’s place.   These are 
three typical questions that represented 
the higher level thinking skills encour-
aged by this game:  

1. This newer area of mathematics 
involves an iteration of self-similar 
shapes, or an iteration of complex 
numbers, as seen in the Koch 
Snowflake and Mandelbrot Set.  
(Answer: What are fractals?) 

Speaking of fractals, Jason 
Chrispens, an alumnus of M.G.A. 
who works as a computer program-
mer, presented a fascinating chapel 
for the high school students on 
fractals. 

2. This female mathematician from 
Alexandria is remembered for her work 
in quadratic and conic equations. Her 
tragic death stifled advancement in math-

ematics for nearly 1000 years. (Answer: 
Who is Hypatia?) 

3.This Platonic Solid is the shape of 
many human viruses, including the com-
mon cold. (Answer: What is the icosahe-
dron?)

•  To complete the year, the 
movie Hidden Figures, about African-
American female mathematicians who 
worked for the CIA and NASA, will 
be shown and used as the basis for 
a film analysis. Math has had fertile 
soil in which to flourish this year at 
M.G.A.

•  Seeing history come alive is 
always educational and exciting. If 
you were planning an educational trip 
to the East Coast, where would you 
wish to go? Under the planning and 
direction of Arlys Fillman and Kathy 
Garcia, many juniors and seniors were 
able to see the sights on the opposite 
coast from March 20 through April 2, 
2017.  Other adult sponsors included 
Mr. Jake Knight, Mrs. Polly Pflau-
mer, Pastor Aren Rennacker and six 
mothers of students.

They packed every minute full 
on the trip seeing U. S. historical 
sites from Virginia to Massachussetts.   
From the White House; Lady of Lib-
erty in New York Harbor to the North 
Bridge in Concord, MA; from James-
town to the Liberty Bell in Philadel-
phia; from the Lincoln Monument to 
famous battlefields: they not only saw; 
they will remember.

The junior students even repeated 
the Gettysburg Address from memory 
from a location as near as possible to 
where Lincoln spoke it. 

MGA Students prepare for 
Civil War ‘Battle’

MGA Juniors reciting the 
Gettysburg Address 

in Pennsyvalia

Junior student John Burdick 
writes - “By far, my most favorite 
memory of the trip was our visit to 
The Library of Congress.  I realized 
that I could spend days going through 
even just a small portion of the books.

“We also visited Pamplin Historial 
Park in Petersberg, VA., where we fell 
in line as either Union or Confederate 
soldiers with uniforms and wooden 
rifles. We had two mock battles, and 
my confederate team lost both.” 

Junior student Holly Wagner 
writes - “We arrived in New York city 
as the sun was setting and rode to the 
top of the Empire State Building.  It 
was breathtaking!  The next day, sites 
included Ellis Island, the Statue of 
Liberty and the 911 Memorial and 
Museum.  The museum is my new 
favorite as the pictures and art made 
it so touching.  Afterwards we headed 
to Broadway to watch Phantom of 
the Opera. I loved it and hope to see it 
again soon.”

POTLUCKERS - BE WARE

If you regularly enjoy our potluck 
lunches after church, please bring 
extra food because Tres Hoffer has 
been gobbling up more than his share 
recently.  



 PATHFINDER CLUB 
REPORT

by Kristel Zuppan
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Our Calimesa Pathfinder club of 
30 members has been busy recently!  
For those of you who missed it, Path-
finders hosted the church service on 
Sabbath, March 4, 2017.    

The theme for all Pathfinder 
Events in Southeastern California 
Conference this year has been “Be-
long”.  Our skits and scripture read-
ings also reflected this (put together, 
as per usual, by our very own talented 
Pastor Ken Curtis).  We explored 
ways we can make people feel they 
belong, and the difference between 
treating everyone the same and giving 
people what they individually need.  
We put a lot of practice into the skit 
and we hope you were blessed by it.

We were also excited that we 
actually got to attend Kite Day on 
March 5 this year!  Kite Day has been 
cancelled the previous 3 years due to 
rain.  This year, while it did begin to 
rain later in the afternoon during clos-
ing ceremonies, it was only intermit-
tently overcast and cool.  All of our 19 
Pathfinders who attended were able to 
get their home-made kites up at some 
point during the day.  The theme for 
this year was “Space”, so many of our 
kites reflected that in their decorations.  

Our kites flew very well this year. 
In fact Harmony Smith took first 
place in her age category for highest 
flying kite over 3 feet tall!  Several of 
our other Pathfinders had kites that 
were flying great throughout the day, 
but during the actual competition 
gusty, unpredictable winds, or getting 
tangled with other kite strings caused 
them to fly a bit unpredictably.  We en-
joyed the bits of sun we got and had a 
great time flying our kites with all the 
other Southeastern California Confer-
ence Pathfinders.  

Early April we had a club campout 
at Bogart Park in Cherry Valley.   

On the horizon there will be the 
end of the year Investiture held on 
May 19, 2017, and the Pathfinder 
Parade and Fair at La Sierra on May 
21, 2017.  Our church family is invited 
to both of these events to celebrate 
our accomplishments for the year and 
support us. (Plus, we sell delicious 
homemade lemonade at the Fair)

Calimesa	Pathfinders	in	uniform	
during March 4 Sabbath services

Melia Bennie with her kite on 
Pathfinder	Kite	Day

From April 21 to April 23, 2017, 
our Calimesa church had their an-
nual retreat at Pine Springs Ranch.  I 
have been going to PSR for the past 
17 years!  Unbelievable!  This was 
my third year being a part of the 
High School Ministries branch of the 
retreat.  We always have fantastic mu-
sic groups that help us worship God 
together.  This year our speaker was 
Pastor Isai Moran from the Crosswalk 
Church.  His talks were very engaging 
and helped us reach a different spiri-
tual level with each important point he 
brought up.  Our whole youth group 
welcomed him and felt like he was 
part of our youth group family. 

Ever since I can remember I have 
been a part of “Walk through the 
Bible.”  At first I was one of the kids 
experiencing all the Bible-story-stops. 
Then as a Junior High teen and now 
as a high schooler, I have had the op-
portunity to participate in the skits on 
Saturday afternoon.  This was the 20th 
year anniversary of “The Walk…” and 

we recognize Mary Quishenberry, 
the Curtis family and the Zuppan 
family for all the hard work they have 
put into creating such a memorable ex-
perience for the children of our church 
for these many years. 

No sleeping in on Sunday morn-
ing! At 7:30 a.m., some of us started 
on a tough but rewarding hike to the 
top of the mountain with Tres Hoffer!  
Every year when I make it to the top 
it takes my breath away.  You can see 
the texture of the land for miles and 
it seems like the sky is closer to us.  
It is experiences like PSR that bring 
us closer to each other and to God.  
Thank you for the opportunity to expe-
rience God on the mountain top!

HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRIES 
AT PINE SPRINGS RANCH

by Holly Wagner

PROJECTION DEPARTMENT
by Aren Rennacker

Many unsung heros in our church 
work to make things operate smoothly.  
This time, we look at our fantastic 
projection department. 

The projection team is comprised 
of Loren Cress, Jordan Curtis, Steve 
Nyirady and Andrea Salguero.  Their 
responsibilities include: coming in 
mid-week to prepare all slides needed 
for the upcoming service; coming in 
very early Sabbath morning for prac-
tice and assisting with other events 
such as memorial services, graduations 
and children’s programs. “The media 
team gives me an opportunity to use 
my enjoyment of electronic media to 
enhance the worship of our wonder-
ful Creator”, Nyirady says. While our 
projection technology has undergone 
many changes, (now boasting a newer 
computer, four monitors and a higher 
power projector), the mission has 
remained the same: further engaging 
people in the service by providing 
words and graphics that add to the 
dynamics of the worship experience.  
“Being on the projection team gives a 
fulfilling opportunity to serve visu-
ally, yet without having to be upfront,” 
Salguero adds.  “You could even do it 
in your pajamas if you wanted!”  (Be 
sure to check on this the next time 
Andrea leads projection.)
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THE MOUNTAINS WERE
CALLING . . “KELSEY”

Condensed from the Walla Walla’s Westwind, 
Spring, 2017

After graduating with a nursing 
degree from Loma Linda University, 
Kelsey Zuppan decided that, before 
launching into her career, she would 
take a “little” detour and hike the 
2,650 mile Pacific Crest Trail. 

 Joining Kelsey on the adventure 
was a friend from Big Lakes Sum-
mer camp, Sara Sexton.  They started 
April 23, 2016 at the border town of 
Campo, California.  Both girls en-
couraged each other as neither one 
were expert hikers or in great physical 
shape, but decided that they would 
train on the trail!  They also discov-
ered “trail angels” along the way.  
These were Good Samaritans who aid 
backpackers along the way, asking for 
nothing in return.  One women drove 
the girls to Julian and helped them run 
several errands around town before 
leaving them to enjoy apple boysen-
berry crumble and cider.  They also 
made many friends along the trail.  
The girls didn’t maintain any daily 
routine.  The only real necessity was to 
replenish food and water.   

To help break the monotony of 
trail life, Lisa McMillan hiked for 
three weeks with the women in North-
ern California and Donna Zuppan, 
Kelsey’s mom, spent a few days on the 
trail.  Kelsey said, “My mom showed 
us all up.  She did more than I did on 
my first day on the trail.”  They also 

asked for encouragement from their 
friends to mail notes and small treats 
to a nearby post office in Dunsmuir, 
CA.  They weren’t disappointed as 
they were told they set a record for 
awaiting packages.  They also took a 
several weeks break for Kelsey’s grad-
uation and reunited with friends and 
family.  But then they went right on 
from where they left off.  They made 
it to the 5½ month mark and realized 
that they were running out of time.  
So, after168 days and 2,226 miles into 
their journey, the hard decision was 
made not to finish. The women spent 
their final two weeks driving to por-
tions of the PCT to hike piecemeal.   

Kelsey commented that coming 
back was like reverse culture shock.  
Their life was so different, so primi-
tive, wore same clothes every day, 
showered once or twice a month and 
slept on the ground.  Only worries 
were food and water.  Off the moun-
tain there was so much stimulation and 
noise.  It’s so overwhelming and ex-
hausting.  Both girls agreed that they’d 
do it all over again.  Kelsey says - “we 
learned the value of right now.  The 
present is all we have and I hope that 
I can leave room for God to move and 
work in my life, which has been a re-
ally valuable lesson.” 

We’ll have to be patient to see 
just where these adventurous young 
women will end up!  Since leaving the 
trail, Kelsey has traveled to Thailand, 
been on several huge road trips around 
the country, is networking for nurs-
ing jobs and of course having a little 
fun too.  Yucaipa is still home for the 
present!  

Kelsey Zuppan near the start of her
Pacific	Crest	Trail	Journey

RANDOM ACTS
OF KINDNESS

by Bonnie Nelson

A huge thank you for all the sup-
port, prayers and love that my church 
family showed me during my recent 
health issue, Guillian-Barre syndrome.  
This is an Auto-Immune neuromus-
cular disease that takes away (demy-
elination of nerves) the use of your 
arms, legs and even the diaphragm 
is affected (which means you are in 
a ventilator for a while).  It includes 
numbness and tingling and some pain.  
Fortunately, it affected only my arms 
and legs.  I was treated wonderfully 
by the Loma Linda University Medi-
cal Center and Rehabilitation Center.  
Two weeks of treatments with IVIG, 
seemed to do the trick.  One week in 
the hospital, and 8 weeks in rehab, 
time went fast and slow.  

I can never thank the church 
enough for the flowers, visits and 
prayers that were said on my behalf.  
Just being present was a comfort.  It 
was a great witness to tell staff about 
the prayer quilt I received and many 
people commented on how much I was 
loved by the way my room looked. 

My Church Family was a very im-
portant part of my recovery along with 
my family and school friends.  I was 
released the day before Thanksgiving.  
After that, a couple months of reha-
bilitation, lots of rest, a couple of trips 
with my family and I made it to start 
back to work half-time on the 17th of 
April, 2017.  I have enjoyed joining 
the Prayers and Squares groups on 
Tuesday morning (very special bunch 
of ladies).  One of the best days of this 
ordeal was the Sabbath I came back 
to church and, then later, being able 
to kneel for prayer.  I am still working 
on some issues, however, God is good 
all the time and He has been with me 
through this all, with the help of my 
church family.

RIDDLE ANSWER

Under Their Covers!  
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Just think of the glories of heaven;
Think of the applause and the praise.

Think of the harmony of angels
As they sing and their hands they raise.

 
Just think as we surround Jesus;

Think of that land so free.
Then – think of our Lord and Savior’s

Condescension for you and for me.
 

He didn’t just say, “Okay, I will do this,
Somebody must take the fall.”

No! Christ was already bleeding with love,
And death’s plan was for one and for all.

 
Remember that He and the Father

Had already devised a way
To save the wretched and fallen

So we could dwell with them some day.
 

Now – think of the tears of the Father
As His Son laid aside His crown;

But note the expression on Satan’s face
As a leer replaced his frown.

 
Just think of Christ’s birth in a manger,
In a stable on this planet called Earth;

What a place for a King to be born,
What a place to be given your birth.

 
Think of the jeers and the mockery

As he grew from a lad to a man.
Think of the Pharisees’ ideas

As they devised their evil plan.
 

He taught in the temple 
and synagogue,

He taught from the hills 
and the sea;

He fed 5,000 with 2 loaves and some fish -
Our bread and our life is He.

 
Now - think how they judged Him 

so cruelly;
Yet - no words of His own did 

He plea,
He gave up His life as His 

blood flowed down -
When they nailed Him to 

Calvary’s tree.       
 

“Oh Father” He cried, “forgive them,
They know not what they do.”
Heaven grew dark, the earth 

violently shook,
And the veil was rent in two.

 
Crowned with thorns, He drew 

His last breath,
His head was bending low;

He’d given all that He had to give –
As destiny’s spear struck a blow.

 
The tomb’s where He rested 

o’r Sabbath
Conquering death and death’s sting;

Then arose from its grip 
early next morn -

NOW - a song of salvation we sing.
 

He’s gone back to heaven to prepare us a 
place

And with Him forever reside;
There’ll be no more pain, death 

nor sorrow,
When with our Saviour we safely abide.

 
OH – shout for that day is soon 

coming,
Applaud for that time is so near;

Turn from the sins that so easily beset,
Then claim each promise so dear.

 
Oh yes - just think of the 

glories of heaven;
Think of that chorus we’ll raise,

As we join with the angels in singing
While giving Jesus all glory and praise.

 

JUST THINK
by Betty Segreto McAllister 3/24/2017

  Dr. BOB TURNS 80!

Calimesa members await Dr. Bob’s arrival for his surprise 80th birthday party
Our beloved Dr. Bob (Robert 

Soderblom) recently ascended to the 
8th decade of his life, and Calimesa 
Church wasn’t about to let that mile-
stone pass without a celebration.  

On Sabbath afternoon, May 6, 
2017, many Calimesa members along 
with three of Dr. Bob’s four chil-
dren (Alan, Doug and Cheryl) and 
five grandchildren assembled in the 
Fireside Room for a surprise birth-
day party.  When Dr. Bob arrived, he 
reported that the party was a complete 
surprise to him.  

Chris Church and Rob Wilson 
did a masterful job of roasting Dr. Bob 
by reviewing his long ‘immortal’ life 
with scenes of Dr. Bob starting back 
in Bible times and continuing through 
history until the present.  

In an often humorus way, son Alan 
projected photos of his father through 
the years and everyone sang a hearty 
“Happy Birthday” as Dr. Bob tried to 
blow out 80 candles that daughter-in-
law Rhonda Soderblom had ar-
ranged.  It took two tries before all 80 
candles were blown out.  

An enjoyable evening was had 
by all, and Dr. Bob says a big “Thank 
you.”

Dr. Bob gathering wind to blow
out 80 candles. 


