
This past year has been uniquely 
challenging. But in the midst of it 
all, God has still been working and 
accomplishing great things. Just 
looking at one another is proof!
At this time of year, we especially 
celebrate the achievements that 
God empowered our graduates 

to make! You all have reached 
significant milestones that are worth 
recognition, and we’re praising God 
along with each of you.
Congratulations on all your hard 
work. As you enter the next chapter 
of God’s calling, continue to live by 
these wise words: 

Trust in the Lord 
with all your 
heart and lean 
not on your own 
understanding; 
In all your ways submit to him, and 
he will make your paths straight.    
-Proverbs 3:5-6
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Calimesa Church is loaning Rachel Langford as a student missionary to 
Majuro in the Marshall Islands. She just completed her freshman year at Walla 
Walla University taking pre-nursing courses, and now has the chance to be a 
student missionary (SM) and teach 5th grade at Delap Adventist school.    
The SM program has been a blessing to our church’s worldwide mission, and 
it also provides professional, spiritual and personal growth for the SM. 
To prepare for this endeavor, Rachel needs to raise $3,700 
to cover necessary costs, which include travel and living 
expenses, as well as training and support provided by the 
Student Missions Program. If you are able to share any 
amount, it is appreciated. Your donation is tax-deductible, 
and online giving is easy at: wallawalla.edu/smd
We will keep you posted about Rachel’s experiences in 
future Calimesa Connections!

Alex Larson has recently celebrated 
two major achievements. After 
receiving his Ph.D. in Psychology, he 
married his long-time sweetheart 
Kaitlyn Bylard. The couple met 
when they were both in an honors 
program at PUC.  In an outdoor 
ceremony in Temecula, they tied 
the knot on May 16, 2021. The 
newlyweds are living in Hayward, 
CA, where Alex hopes to begin work 
as a clinical psychologist. Kaitlyn is 
working on a Ph.D. in History.  

Preparing to be a Student Missionary 
on the Island of Majuro

Major Milestones
by Bonnie Parker

Alex and Kaitlyn, right, pictured with Alex’s 
mother Dorothy Grant and her husband Tim.
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William Turturica graduated 
with high honors and a member 
of the National Honor Society. He 
participated in music, varsity sports 
and received this year’s Science 
Award. He received a scholarship to 
La Sierra University where he will 
study Criminal Justice. Proud parents 
are Ionel and Estera Turturica.

Brielle Bennie served as Student 
Association President and was active 
in music performance at school, 
singing for worship at church, and 
cross country running. She plans to 
double major in Mathematics and 
Psychiatry at Walla Walla University. 
Proud parents are Michael and 
Rachelle Bennie.

Danielle LaBore returned from 
overseas with her missionary 
parents, Bill and Laura LaBore, to 
spend the last two years of school at 
MGA, graduating with honors.  She 
plans to study Creative Writing and 
Aircraft Mechanics at Pacific Union 
College. Proud grandparents are 
Jerry and Loretta Kopitzke.

Flynn Chrispens is a 12-year, second 
generation student at MGA. He loved 
sports and music, playing handbells 
at church. He plans to study 
Business at La Sierra University. He 
is the son of Jill Chrispens and his 
grandparents are Jere and Marian 
Chrispens.

Kyleigh Sanchez spent all four 
years of high school her love of 
music. This clearly shows in her 
plans to attend La Sierra University 
to study Choral Music and 
Orchestral Conducting. Happy and 
supportive parent is Jacque Uhrich.

Rose Tumangkeng attended MGA 
for three years of high school where 
she was active in the music program. 
Although undecided about a college 
choice she will continue displaying 
her talents for Art and Writing.  
Proud Papa is Bernie Tumangkeng.

Jonah Pierce is a second 
generation student who spent 13 
years at MGA. During high school 
he demonstrated a love for music 
and varsity sports.  He plans to 
attend Walla Walla University to 
earn a degree in Nursing. His proud 
parents, both educators, are Tim 
and Tara Pierce.

Class Historian Emily Onofrio 
graduated with high honors and 
a member of the National Honor 
Society. Her love of music was 
evident all through high school.  She 
will study computer science at Crafton 
Hills this fall. Proud parents are Travis 
and Kara Onofrio. 

Class President Zoe Sanders 
graduated with honors and as a 
member of the National Honor 
Society.  She was involved in music 
at school and in church. She plans 
to attend Crafton Hills next year to 
study psychology. Proud parents are 
Bud and Claudette Sanders.

Reiley Logan graduated with 
academic honors and membership 
in the National Honor Society.  She 
enjoyed music and varsity sports. 
She plans to attend Walla Walla 
University to pursue majors in 
Biology and Astrophysics. Proud 
parents are Jeff and Lara Logan.
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Lizzie Frykman graduated high 
school in a ceremony held at 
Dikaios Christian Academy. She 
plans to attend Samford University 
in Alabama to major in English 
and minor in German and Math.  
Proud parents are Eric and Ayme 
Frykman.

Sydnie Jacaban graduated high 
school with highest honors from 
Redlands Adventist Academy. She 
is headed to Walla Walla University 
in the fall where she will prepare 
to become an elementary teacher. 
Proud parents are David and Dori 
Jacaban.

Emma Kim graduated high school 
from Redlands Adventist Academy. 
Cheering her on in her future 
pursuits are her proud parents, 
Tom and Caroline Kim.

Karina (Maygoitia) Siguenza 
graduated May 30, 2021 with a 
Ph.D. in Anatomy from Loma Linda 
University School of Medicine.  
Proud parents are Sergio and 
Elizabeth Mayagoitia.

Evan Matthew Silao, who is the 
grandson of Barry and Lynda 
Randolph, graduated with honors 
from Maranatha High School in 
Pasadena on May 29, 2021. In the 
fall he plans to attend Westmont 
College in Montecito, CA. 

Kyra Church graduated summa 
cum laude with her Bachelor’s in 
Nursing from Southern Adventist 
University on May 9, 2021.  She 
plans to work at the Loma Linda 
University Children’s Hospital. 
Proud parents are Chris and 
Stephanie Church.

Kirsten Soderblom, daughter of 
Doug and Rhonda Soderblom and 
granddaughter of Bob Soderblom, 
graduated from LLU School of 
Allied Health Professions with 
her Bachelor’s in Nutrition and 
Dietetics. Graduating summa cum 
laude, she is a National Honor 
Society member. She is now in LLU’s 

Master’s Program in Nutrition and Dietetics.

Sissel Soderblom, daughter of 
Alan and Karen Soderblom and 
granddaughter of Bob Soderblom, 
graduated with a Bachelor’s in 
Business from Southern Adventist 
University. She has followed her dad’s 
path in Accounting and will be a 
Management Resident in Accounting 
at LLU. She is also pursuing her 
Master’s to prepare for the CPA exam.

Kylea Kruse graduated high school 
with honors from Connections 
Academy.  She leaves in September 
to serve her country by joining the 
US Coast Guard. Her proud and 
supportive parents are Robert and 
Michelle Kruse.

Ewan Davidson graduated high 
school with other home schoolers 
in a ceremony at Redlands Bowl. 
Besides achieving in academics, he 
volunteered in LLU’s Orthotics and 
Prosthetics 3D Print Lab and was on 
the Redlands Homeschool Mountain 
Bike Team. Ewan is headed to Cal 
Baptist to study Aviation with the 

hope of one day flying pararescue helicopters in the Air 
Reserve. Proud parents are Michael and Karen Davidson.
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Class President 
Braeden DeLange 
graduated from 8th 
grade at Mesa Grande 
Academy.  Proud 
parents are Jeff and 
Rebecca DeLange.

Class Secretary Ella 
Alido graduated from 
8th grade at Mesa 
Grande Academy 
and is also this year’s 
recipient of the Tanya 
Aaen Memorial 

Scholarship, awarded each year to 
an outstanding 8th grade girl. Proud 
parents are Jay and Lory Alido. 

Mahlee Anawaty.  
graduated 8th 
grade at Mesa 
Grande Academy. 
Proud parents are 
Troy and Wendy 
(Boyko) Anawaty; 

grandparents are Al and Nadine 
Boyko. Her mother also attended 
MGA, and grandmother just retired 
after teaching 3rd grade there for 22 
years.

Alexis Hooker 
graduated 8th grade 
at Mesa Grande 
Academy and is 
daughter of Tal and 
Sonya Hooker, both 

of whom also attended Mesa Grande. 
Proud and happy grandparents are 
Bill and Marie Hooker.

Uniquely, three first cousins are 
members of this class and all three 
are second generation MGA students. 
(L to R): 

Dakota Chase, daughter of Cody and 
Kristina (Carlson) Chase; 

Derek Carlson, son of Jason 
Carlson; 

Colin Bethurum, son of Scott and 
MGA teacher, Gretchen (Giacona) 
Bethurum. 

They are also grandchildren and 
grandnephew of John and Linda 
Carlson. (Kristina, Jason and 
Gretchen all attended MGA)

Brittney 
Tumangkeng 
graduated 8th grade 
at Mesa Grande 
Academy and enjoyed 
the last four years 
there. She is the 

daughter of Bernie Tumangkeng.

Carson Westphal 
spent all nine years of 
his education at Mesa 
Grande Academy and 
graduated 8th grade 
with honors.  Proud 
parents are Wesley 

and Rachel Westphal.

Benjamin Garcia 
graduated 8th grade 
from Redlands 
Adventist Academy. 
Proud parents are 
Raul and Audra 
Garcia.  

Ben Heghesan 
graduated 8th grade 
from Redlands 
Adventist Academy. 
Proud parents are 
Tim and Tara 
Heghesan    

Camdyn Jacaban 
graduated 8th grade 
from Redlands 
Adventist Academy 
with highest honors. 
Parents David and 
Dori Jacaban are 

proud of her hard work.  

Megan Petersen 
graduated 8th grade 
from Redlands 
Adventist Academy. 
Proud parent is 
Darrell and Heather 
Petersen. 

compiled by Damaris Matthews
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Congratulations to the 23 students of Mesa Grande Academy’s 8th grade! Here we are featuring the Calimesa 
members of this graduating class. Congratulations are also due to our Calimesa members attending Redlands 
Adventist Academy. We are so proud of you! May God guide you as you prepare to become high schoolers.

Way to go, 8th Grade Graduates!


