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MGA GRADUATES FIFTEEN

Mesa Grande Academy Graduates
Back Row: Julian Parks, Joseph Herling, Sebastian Delorey, Noah Pierce, Andrew Harty, 
Chase Nelson.  Middle Row: Morgan Garcia, Antonio Strang, Jacob Langford, Yunshu 
(Allen) Wang, Sulamai Petatia.  Front Row: Zhenming (Bill) Qiao, Jiale (Tony) Geng,  An-
drea Garcia, Yurou (Hailey) Zhang.  

Back Row: Lane Neal, Noah Linde - Hernandez, Shiyloh Romo-Schmunk, Levi Johnson, 
Xander Flores, Joshua Burdick, Madison Smith.  Middle Row: Alexander Gil, Ashleigh 
Wheeler, Anne Rupert, Mallory Heidrich, Wenxuan (Jackson) Song, Caleb Rivera.  Front 
row: Riley Quinalty, Harmony Smith, Faith von Helf, Evan Nichols, Brayden Clark,  Ashlyn 
Bennie, Melia Bennie.  

Mesa Grande Academy’s 2019 
Senior Class celebrated their comple-
tion of high school on the weekend of 
May 31 to June 2,  2019.  The fifteen 
graduates represent the 29th graduat-
ing class of MGA.  

All three events of the weekend 
featured the extensive and varied 
musical, speaking and acting talents of 
the Class of 2019 as well as the chosen 
speakers.  The speaker for the Conse-
cration service on Friday evening, held 
at the Yucaipa SDA Church, was Mrs. 
Cyndi Logan - MGA Academy’s 6th 
grade teacher.  

 For the 11 o’clock Baccalaureate 
service, also held at the Yucaipa SDA 
Church, the class chose Pastor Aren 
Rennacker, Calimesa SDA Church 
Youth Pastor, as their speaker.  

Commencement was on June 2, 
2019 at the McAnally Center on the 
campus of Mesa Grande Academy.  
The class chose Mr. Todd Nelson, 
father of graduate Chase Nelson, to 
give the Commencement Address. Mr. 
Nelson was the boy’s basketball coach 
from 1st through 12th grade.  

Four of the graduates attended 
MGA for 13 (K-12th) or 12 (1st-
12th) years: Joseph Herling, Jacob 
Langford, Chace Nelson and Noah 
Pierce.  Three graduates are mem-
bers of the National Honor Society: 
Morgan Garcia, Chace Nelson and  
Zhenming Qiao. 

Senior class faculty sponsors this 
year were Mrs. Kathy Garcia and 
Mr. Jake Knight.   

MGA 8TH GRADE GRADUATES 20

Mesa Grande Academy 8th Grade Graduates

Mesa Grande Academy’s twenty 
eighth grade graduates celebrated at 
the Yucaipa SDA Church on Thursday 
evening, May 30, 2019.  

This year, the Tanya Aaen Award 
was presented to Ashlyn Bennie.  This 
award recognizes excellence in aca-
demics, music and sports.  Congrats!  

June-August, 2019
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Upcoming Events

JULY
 July 6  Jon Ciccarelli
 July 13 Isacc Kim
 July 20 Mike Bennie 
 July 27 Jon Ciccarelli

WORSHIP CALENDAR

HOLY HANGING OUT

ALFRED’S RIDDLE
What do you do if 
your dog chews a 

dictionary?
(answer on page 7 )

How often have you asked God 
about what He wanted you to do?  My 
guess is - probably quite a bit in the 
course of your life time.  There are 
times when we are definitely in need 
of God’s guidance, direction, wisdom 
and understanding in decision mak-
ing during various seasons in our life.  
However, what if most of the time 
God is inviting us to just show up with 
Him to join in on what He is up to in 
the lives of others?

I think that sometimes we can get 
so focused on doing something for 
God that we miss what God is up to 
right next to us. This is because we 
aren’t present with Him and those we 
are currently sharing this life with.  If 
we aren’t careful, we can live life re-
playing the past or replaying the future 
so much that we miss out on what God 
is doing right now.  If this life is really 
about receiving God’s grace and living 
by His grace, then it is less about what 
we generate or stir up in this life and 
more about what He is generating and 
stirring up in us and around us … and 
we are able to get in on it!

My experience, in my discipleship 
to Jesus and serving as a pastor for the 
last three decades, is one of witnessing 
God doing all of the work in the lives 
of people and me just showing up to 
partner with Him in what He is doing.  
He is always the one leading and I am 
always the one following and assist-
ing.  It is never the other way around.  
A mentor of mine used to refer to this 
as holy hanging out.  We get intention-
al about hanging out with people and 
we get to enjoy watching God work 
and include us in what He is doing in 
someone’s life.  One of the reasons I 
enjoy coaching CrossFit is because it 
gives me a wonderful opportunity to 

do some holy hanging out with people 
who are part of our church family and 
with people who are not.  Not too long 
ago, one of the regular participants 
of the CrossFit class I coach, who is 
from the local community, came up to 
me after the class and asked if I would 
keep her daughter in my prayers 
because she was very ill.  She then 
explained why she was asking me to 
do this.  She said, “Because you’re the 
only pastor I know.”  What a gift and 
honor I received of being able to pray 
for her daughter and support her in this 
wonderful way - simply because of 
some holy hanging out and God allow-
ing me to join Him in what He was up 
to in this person’s life.  So, who might 
you sense God inviting you to do some 
holy hanging out with?

  July 28 -  Knotts Berry Farm 
    Adventurer & Family    
    Day.    

JULY

AUGUST

At His Feet,
Pastor Jon

Quote For The Day
“Worry is the darkroom in 

which negatives are 
developed.” 

Wanda E. Brumstetter.  

 Aug. 3 -  Campmeeting - Sandy Roberts 

 Aug. 10 - Campmeeting - Terry Swenson

 Aug. 17 - Campmeeting - Saul Barcelo

 Aug. 24 - Campmeeting - Sam Leonor

 Aug. 31 - Campmeeting - Chuck and 
   Terri Haenny

RANDOM ACTS
OF KINDNESS

by Mike Fillman 
I will always remember Raul 

Garcia’s random act of kindness.  This 
occurred in December many years ago 
in our Calimesa Church foyer.  Arlys 
and I were getting ready to travel to cold 
Minnesota for Christmas.  I noticed that 
Raul was wearing a warm dress coat and 
I off-handidly said something like - “I 
need a coat like that for my winter trip.”  
Without hesitation, Raul shed his coat,  
handed it to me, and said “take it for your 
trip.” He was serious, but I was taken 
aback and tried to protest.  I did accept his 
kindness and traveled to Minnesota with 
his warm coat. Thank you Raul for your 
Christ-like generosity and kindness.  I did 
return his coat after returning home.  
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MY ARGENTINA 
EXPERIENCE

by Sarah West

Over the course of my 2018-2019 
college year, I had the wonderful 
opportunity to participate in the 
Adventist Colleges Abroad (ACA) 
program.  This program allows 
students, who attend Adventist 
colleges in the United States, the 
chance to attend college in another 
country to learn the language.  I have 
always had the hope of learning 
Spanish since my mother’s family is 
Mexican and studying abroad sounded 
like the perfect opportunity.  So I 
ended up spending my second year of 
college at the Universidad Adventista 
del Plata (UAP) in Argentina.

Sarah West visiting Machu Picchu 
in Peru

The ACA program in Argentina 
not only includes classes solely 
taught in Spanish but also includes 
trips across South America.  We 
traveled to Buenos Aires Argentina, 
Machu Picchu and Lima in Peru, 
Los Cataratas de Iguazu in Misiones 
Argentian and Rio de Janeiro Brazil.  
These trips all had breathtaking 
views, college students bonding and 
unforgettable moments. If you are 
lucky like me and sweet talk your 
parents into letting you travel, you will 
have some truly amazing times.

During the vacations we were 
given, I traveled to the “Swiss Alps 
of South America” in Bariloche 
Argentina, the famous beaches of 
Montevideo Uruguay, the beautiful 
city of Cordoba Argentina, as well as 

the cities of Santiago, Viña del Mar 
and Valparaiso in Chile.  These trips 
did have some difficulty since college 
students where planning them and not 
the wonderful people of ACA, but 
none-the-less we survived and have 
many tales to tell. 

The traveling and studying aside, 
those 9 months not only taught me 
the language of Castellano, a kind of 
dialect of Spanish, but also taught me 
truths about myself.  I have learned 
how to travel as a young woman in 
another country, how to deal with 
making light of my mistakes and 
learning from them, as well as how 
incredibly lucky I am to have had this 
opportunity and to live in a country 
where I can actually flush toilet paper.  

I was asked to only write a 
paragraph about my adventures, but 
you can’t really sum up a lifetime of 
memories in four to five sentences.  I 
will say, if you have any doubts about 
taking a leap of faith like us in the 
ACA program, - “sí se puede”.

ALBERTA BROWN
MOVES TO TEXAS

by Damaris Matthews

On Monday April 29, 2019, friends 
from our Calimesa church and 
community gathered in the Fellowship 
Hall to wish Alberta Brown a happy 
90th birthday.  Although billed as a 
birthday celebration, it was really a 
farewell party as the very next day, 
Alberta and her younger son, Kendall, 
began the long drive to Keene, Texas 
where she now resides. 

In the weeks leading up to the 
party, so many people lent a hand to 
help Alberta prepare for the move.  
Terri Roble was particularly helpful 
at the yard sale held to reduce the 
contents of Alberta’s home.  When it 
came to packing and loading boxes, 
Meredith Brinegar led the charge, 
calling in volunteers such as Al and 
Nadine Boyko, Arlys Fillman, Letha 
Johnston, Sharon Richards, Bud 
Sanders and Donna Zuppan who 

spent hours wrapping household items 
and placing them in boxes. 

In addition, Alberta is grateful that 
John and Hazel Parrish volunteered 
to pick up her son, Kendall, at Ontario 
airport. Son Larry also arrived from 
Maryland to help with last minute 
packing.  Everything was packed and 
ready by the time the moving van 
arrived on the Friday before the party.

After nearly 20 years at the 
Calimesa Church and approaching her 
90th birthday, Alberta decided it was 
time to go live near one of her sons. 
She had a choice between cold and 
wet Maryland or warm and humid 
Texas.  You can see which one she 
chose.  Her new address is Chisholm 
Trail Estates, 513 S. Old Betsy Rd. 
#118  Keene, TX 76059.  

Alberta said she would keep her 
same cell phone number and promises 
a warm welcome for any Calimesa 
member who happens to come her 
way.

For more than 25 years, Alberta was 
an auditor for the General Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists.  

A big thank you to Letha Johnston, 
Esther Marcoe, Louella Marcoe, 
Pauline Marcoe, Elaine Thompson 
and Donna Wagner for helping set up 
and serve food for Alberta’s party. 

We will miss you Alberta!   

Alberta Brown on 90th Birthday
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“UNTIL THAT DAY”
Charlotte May Hancock

Dec 4, 1924  - April 4, 2019

“Lollie” was Charlotte’s nick-
name. She was a giving, hospitable 
and congenial woman that everyone 
loved.  She was committed to God, 
family and to her faith.  Lollie grew up 
in New York State working as a book-
keeper. She married Donald Keller 
and they created a thriving family 
business known as Maples Farm and 
Garden Center. 

After Donald passed, Lollie 
moved to Calimesa and joined the 
Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist 
church.  

In 1991, she married John Han-
cock who was a minister, youth leader 
and founder of the Pathfinder Club. 

Lollie is survived by her two chil-
dren, Lori Brown and Daniel Keller 
of Middletown, New York; five grand-
children; eleven great-grandchildren; 
and brother, Robert Soderblom.         

Memorial services were held at the 
Saddleback church in Orange County 
on Monday, June 10, 2019 for Lori 
Beglau.  She was a loving and atten-
tive daughter to Barbara Beglau, sis-
ter of Pam Cole and aunt to her four 
nieces and one nephew.  Pre-deceased 
by father, Don Beglau, brother, Steve 
Beglau and two nephews.  

Lori attended Mesa Grande Acad-
emy, Loma Linda Academy, Pacific 
Union College and graduated from 
Loma Linda University as an occupa-
tional therapist.  Lori will be missed 

for her kindness, gentleness, patience 
and fun-loving ways.  

Lollie Hancock

A Good Read ....
Margie Asks Why

 reported by Bonnie Parker
I’ve just finished reading Margie 

Asks Why, by Laura Rocke Winn, to 
my grandkids and each time we would 
read a chapter they would say, “Just 
one more chapter, please!”

In story form, this book answers 
the questions of why God allows bad 
things to happen and why He has to 
allow sin to run its course.  It is Bibli-
cally based and helps the reader to 
understand the war between God and 
Satan, what sin is and why bad people 
killed Jesus.  

Although it is a children’s book, 
adults too will be blessed to read it.  It 
can be ordered from the Southeastern 
California Conference Adventist Book 
Center.  

Lori Beglau
Sept. 16, 1961 - Feb. 17, 2019

   HAPPY 
   FATHER’S

  DAY

Pastor Viana Chambers serving DAD’S 
ROOTBEER to Mike Fillman 

A big thank you goes to Pastor 
Viana Chambers for her creative 
idea of having chilled Dad’s Rootbeer 
available for all dads (and “hope to be 
Dads” in Viana’s words) in honor of 
Fathers Day.  

The rootbeer was available after 
church on June 15, 2019.  

EASTER SUNDAY
ON THE LAWN

by the editor

Our Sunday church renters, 
Foothill Bible Church pastored by 
Olin Richey, enjoy celebrating 
Easter in a big way for the kids by 
transforming our church lawn into an 
Easter-egg farm.  

Easter Sunday at Calimesa
April 21, 2019

Barbara Ward
Sept 12, 1936  -  April 25, 2019

Barbara Ward
Barbara Ward graduated in 

1957 from Walla Walla College with 
a degree in foods and dietetics.  She 
married Ellsworth Ward in June of 
1957 and the couple moved to L.A. 
for Barbara to begin her intership 
and master’s degree program at 
White Memorial Hospital. Barbara 
contracted polio during this time 
which delayed her studies for a year.  
Ellsworth, an agriculture major, was 
working for the Germain Seed Co. 
during this time.  The couple were 
blessed to have three children -  Rick, 
Tammy and Chris.  
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. . . wedding bells rang for Jake 
Knight (parents - Fred & Nadine 
Knight) and Jescinda Barrett (par-
ents - John & Georgie Barrett) on 
May 5, 2019?  They were married in 
a beautiful garden setting at the home 
of John and Dottie Marais in Oak 
Glen with Pastor Randy Roberts 
officiating.  Jake teaches high school 
math and physics and Jr. high sci-
ence at Mesa Grande Academy and 
Jescinda is an epidemilogist at Loma 
Linda University.  Their address is 
1440 Beaumont Ave., STE. A2 #289, 
Beaumont, CA.  Congratulations to the 
newly-weds!!! 

. . . a special and unique wedding 
took place for Jason Carlson and 
Nicole Lafayette on Saturday eve-
ning, June 8, 2019?  The couple’s 6 
children; Derek, Trevor and Chelsey 
(Jason’s children) and Emma, Eliza-
beth and Julianne (Nicole’s children) 
were the parent’s attendants.  Jason 
prepared the venue (the site of their 
future home) by plowing, smoothing 
and covering the area with wood chips 
and made a custom-built arbor and 
benches.  The beautifully decorated 
cake was made by their sister-in law, 
Tamalisa Carlson.  Pastor Jon Cic-
carelli officiated at the wedding.

…Jeanne Hildebrand deserves 
an immense thank you for her 20 gen-
erous years of coordinating  Calimesa 
church’s blood drives?  During the 
recent May 25, 2019 drive, there were 
23 units of blood donated.  When one 
thinks of Jeanne and her leadership 
in the Life Stream Blood Bank, the 
attributes that come to mind are: gra-
cious, calm, compassionate, caring and 
loving.  If you would like to be on the 
team to to help continue this important 
LifeStream Blood Bank gift of life, 
please contact the church office.  

…The last week of May, Joan 
Fowler and Rosalie Maddalena at-
tended a four-day Quilting Retreat at 
Vina de Lestonnac in Temecula.  The 
retreat center started out as a place of 
retirement for elderly nuns and priests.  
This year, about 30 participants ar-
rived with individual quilting projects 
on which they worked side by side 
with other quilt enthusiasts who were 
always ready to lend a hand or answer 
question.  “It was a creative and enjoy-
able time,” said Joan.

…Damaras Matthew’s grand-
daughter, Aaliyah recently graduated 
from Escondido Academy?  In atten-
dance and celebrating her graduation 
were four generations, including her 
great grandmother.  

…The Calimesa Adventurers Club 
had 46 children participants this year?  
Scott Parker, the club’s director, says, 
“I couldn’t have done it without the 
help of the group leaders, Arlene Dos 
Santos, Amy Prindle, and Pastor Vi-
ana!”  Highlights this year were both a 
fall campout at Yucaipa Regional Park 
and a spring camp out at Barton Flats, 
Christmas caroling in the neighbor-

4 generations celebrate Ailiyah’s graduation

Eagar Adventurers enjoy a 
wonderful camp meal

Jayden Wilson

hood adjacent to the church, a bike-a-
thon in the church parking lot and our 
investiture at the close of the year. 

….YOU are wanted?  Volunteers 
are needed to help out in one of the 
Calimesa Sabbath School divisions 
on Sabbath mornings?  If you could 
tell a story, play the piano or lead out, 
it would be a triple blessing - for the 
children, for the leaders and for you!   
Call or text Viana Chambers today at 
760-670-6220.

… Jayden Wilson graduated from
Redlands High School?  He will be 
attending University of California Riv-
erside in the fall to major in biology. 
Jayden has been a part of Calimesa 
Church for over 12 years and has been 
very active with our youth group. We 
will miss his guitar skills at church but 
hope to see him often.

continued on next page

Jescinda & Jake Knight  
at their wedding reception

Jason Carlson and Nicole Lafayette 
at their wedding  
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. . . Steven Haddad graduated 
with two degrees from Loma Linda 
University: DDS from the Dental 
School on May 26, 2019 and a Mas-
ters in Bio-Ethics from the School of 
Religion.  Congratulations Steven on 
these awesome achievements.  

…that Dr. Bob Soderblom took 
three of his seven grandchildren on 
a graduation celebration cruise to 
the Greek Islands from June 11 – 23, 
2019?  The adventure took them to 
ports of call on the beautiful Mediter-
ranean:  Barcelona, Santorini, Myko-
nos, Athens, Rome, Florence and 
Marseilles. 

 … Del and Joanne Andrus 
enjoyed a RV trip to Vancouver Island 
in April?  Spring at Butchart Gardens 
was specular with daffodils, tulips, a 
variety of other bulbs and the blos-
soming trees all in bloom!  They 
traveled north to Qualicum Beach, 
then west to the lovely ocean side 
tourist town of Rofino.  They spent a 
delightful overnight visit with David 
and Janet Wilkins at their lovely new 
home in Longview, WA before visiting 
Joanne’s granddaughter in Portland, 
OR, who is enrolled in the University 
of Oregon Master’s program in Speech 
Pathology. 

. . . Austin and Cassia Owen 
report that they are expecting baby girl 
#2 in eight weeks?  Cassia reports that 
she is off bed rest and is doing much 
better.  They are grateful for their 
prayer warriors at Calimesa and else-
where.  Gemyline is 2 ½ years old and 
music and reading books are her two 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
continued

Steven Haddad with son Mateo James

favorite things.  Austin is currently in 
the process of buying a dental practice 
in the Sonora area. 

... on February 14, 2019 Kyle and 
Heidi  Littell welcomed Rebecca 
Jewell Littell into their family?  Little 
Carter loves being a big brother and 
says, “Good morning Becca!”  They 
miss their Calimesa Church but are 
enjoying beautiful Cicero, Indiana.  
They rejoice and give God the credit, 
“Every good and perfect gift come 
from above.” James 1:17  

MEET OUR NEW
MEMBERS

Coordinated by Arlys Fillman 

You may have seen Dewaine 
Breeden at church over the past 
couple of years, and we can now 
officially welcome him into our church 
family.  

Dewaine was born in the Midwest 
(Appleton City, Missouri) but grew 
up in the Pacific Northwest (Gods 
Country).  He graduated from high 
school in 1953 and married his high 
school sweetheart, Kay Waldrip in 
1954. They enjoyed 42 years together 
before she died of breast cancer in 
1996.  Together they enjoyed a 4 year 
tour in the Air Force and have two 
great kids - Ron and Deborah. 

Dewaine enjoyed a 35 year 
career in Military Security and 
Law Enforcement Corrections.  He 
retired in 1996 from California State 
Corrections, State Parole Division.  

Some may remember that  
Dewaine and Kay were members 
of Calimesa in the late 70’s and 
early 80’s.  During this time he 
also graduated from Loma Linda 
University (La Sierra Campus).

He has enjoyed back packing, 
fishing and camping on family 
vacations, has completed about 15 
Marathons and participated in six 
Baker to Las Vegas Runs (a 120 mile 
relay for law enforcement individuals 
from around the world). 

He “officially retired” in 2001 and, 
at 84, is trying to accept the necessity 
to slow down.  Welcome to Calimesa!

Welcome to Norm and Jan 
Wagness – joining us after attending 
five years at Loma Linda University 
Church and eight years at Pioneer 
Memorial Church in Berrien Springs, 
MI.  

They spent their years in ministry 
in the Oklahoma, Arizona, and Idaho 
conferences starting two church 
schools and participating in 
evangelism.

The Wagnesses, in retirement, 
moved to Paradise, CA in 1982 and 
had a part in starting both a LPFM 
(low power F.M.) radio station and 
a Creation Study Committee.  This 
Creation group also planned and 
conducted annual week-end ‘Creation 
Sabbaths.’  With the devastating 
Paradise, CA fire last year, these 
mission activities have been placed 
on hold. The Wagnesses feel fortunate 
to have moved away from Paradise in 
2004.    

  They are blessed with three 
children; John, Lori Covrig  and 
Vicki Miles; several grandchildren 
and even two great grandchildren!

Norm and Jan write: “We are 
glad to become part of the Calimesa 
Church family and are also enjoying 
the fruitage of the community garden. 
Thank you for your fellowship and 
friendships.”
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RIDDLE ANSWER
Take the words 
out of his mouth  

On May 11, 2019 Jim McMillan 
was asked to present a poetry reading 
for the Loma Linda University School 
of Religion Humanities Series.  The 
program was called “Poetic Voices: 
The Poetry Of The Soul In Illness.”  
Jim shared 28 of the poems he has 
written since his diagnosis with cancer 
one year ago.

He had another opportunity to 
share some of these poems when he 
and Kathy were asked to speak for 
LLU Cancer Institute’s Celebration 
of Life on June 2, 2019.  His poetry 
found a receptive audience with a 
group who could so easily relate to his 
journey.

The following poem was read 
during the Calimesa Worship service, 
June 1, 2019:

How the enemy has launched 
himself against us!

His weapons of war have attacked us
     Bringing us to our knees.

We are bowed down,
Bent under the burden of cancer.
Stroke, spinal cord injury, divorce

     Leave us treading water.
We sink into the mud,

Trapped in our own diagnoses.
We are sapped of strength,

Our days are filled with longing
For a word of hope from you.

You give us your word. 
     You make us remember 

The stories of old, 
when you walked on earth
And carried man’s diseases
And raised up a dead girl 

and your friend.
You remind us you are the 

     Way, the Truth, and the Life

Because of you we are not incinerated 
You give hope O Lord.

Jim McMillan, May 28, 2019

In the past several months 
there were three Israel, Egypt and 
Jordan tour groups that offered 
some Calimesa church members the 
privilege of walking where Jesus 
walked. 

Mike and Arlys Fillman toured 
both Israel and Jordan with son-in law 
Adam Case and a group of pastors 
from the Wisconsin and Carolina 
Conferences. Steve and Laura 
Nyirady, along with  former pastor 
Derrick Morris and Bodil, went 
with a group from Hope Channel T.V. 
(Israel and Jordan). The third tour 
group visited Israel and Egypt with 
the Loma Linda University Church 
and was led by Larry Geraty, Kent 
Bramlett and Randy Roberts.  
Calimesa members on this tour 
included Julianne Aranda (Egypt 
only), John and Georgie Barrett, 
Jere and Marian Chrispens, Brenda 
Etheridge (Egypt only), Sylvia 
Kohler and Melanie Kohler (Israel 
only), Lynn and Karen Martell and 
Richard and Bonnie Parker. 

The Israel segment focused on
traditional biblical sites from Hebrew
and Christian testaments with archaeo-
logical commentary, devotionals and 
historical information.  Visiting the 
Sea of Galilee, Jesus’ home base and 
the area where many of His miracles 
were performed, was a highlight for 
all.  Sylvia Kohler was blessed to have 
Pastor Randy Roberts baptize her in 
the Jordan River. 

HOLY LAND TOURS 
March - April 2019

by Bonnie Parker

Those continuing on to Egypt 
stayed at St Catherine’s Monastery 
where many chose to make the sunrise 
climb to the traditional Mt. Sinai 
peak.  It was a cold but spectacular 
view.  Then on to Cairo to visit the 
Giza Pyramids and the Great Sphinx.  
Further stops included Abu Simbel 
and a river cruise to Luxor to visit the 
temple of Karnak and the Valley of the 
Kings.

All of the Calimesa travelers 
expressed how much they enjoyed 
the journey and how much they had 
learned of Biblical times and places. 

After we returned from our trip, 
“walking in Jesus steps”, I read this 
paragraph in the book, Messiah, by 
Jerry Thomas:  “Many people travel 
to the Holy Land to see the places 
where Jesus lived and worked and did 
His miracles.  But we don’t need to 
go to Nazareth or Jerusalem to walk 
in the steps of Jesus.  We can find 
His footprints beside hospital beds, 
in homeless shelters, in inner-city 
ghettos, in everyplace where human 
hearts need help and hope.”   

Sylvia Kohler being baptised by 
 Pastor Randy Roberts 

Mike and Arlys Fillman enjoy view of
Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives

Peaceful morning on 
The Sea of Galilee

JIM McMILLAN BLESSES
OTHERS WITH

HIS POETRY
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LETTER OF APPRECIATION
TO OUR CHURCH

from Pam Feldkamp

Dear Calimesa Church Family,
My husband, Bud, our daughter 

Maggie Cotton and I were so 
moved and blessed by your gift 
of beautiful flowers.  They were a 
surprise, as we were in Montana!  
The ten year memorial, since the 
accident where we lost so many 
of our beloved family, was being 
shared with other “family” who lost 
loved ones that day.  We felt the 
love and support that those flowers 
represented.   
     After we got home, Maggie 
presented me with a quilt tied with 
prayers.  I needed and felt each of 
those prayers.  What a ministry.  
Someone chose fabric that was 
meant to be as ‘poppy’ was one 
of my first grandchild’s words.  I 
will always treasure this beautiful 
quilt.  Keep on with this ministry.  
As a quilter myself, and a first time 
recipient of this precious gift, I 
now understand it is those prayer 
ties and the prayers as stitches were 
sewn, that mean the most. 
Thank you, with deep gratitude, 
Pam Feldkamp

PHILIP HOCH 
PLAYS ORGAN
RECITAL in L.A. 

by the editor

On Sunday afternoon June 9, 
2019, a few Calimesa members, as 
well as family, traveled to the First 
Congregational Church in downtown 

Philip Hoch at his organ performance

YOUTH BEGIN THE 
SUMMER IN PAJAMAS

by Aren Rennacker

Melia Bennie, Zoe Porges, 
Ashlyn Bennie and Lane Neal 

Our Calimesa Church youth group 
kicked-off their summer together with 
a pajama party vespers at the church 
on Saturday night, June 8, 2019.   
Everyone was instructed to bring a 
pillow, blankets, movie snacks and 
to wear their best set of PJ’s with the 
best outfits being awarded prizes. The 
evening began with worship to close 
Sabbath, followed by games, dessert 
and a fun movie. The highlight of the 
evening was the “blanket fort battle” 
as two teams used chairs, tables 
and anything else they could find to 
construct their best fortresses.

We look forward to a lot more fun 
this summer.  Thank you all for your 
support of our youth.  

FROM THE CROSS TO THE TABLE
by the editor

Cast of over 100 Calimesa members for the 2019 Easter Worship Service

Four performances of From The 
Cross To The Table, over the Easter 
weekend of April 20 to 21, 2019, were 
such an amazing blessing to all in 
attendance.  

Those involved in writing and 
developing the celebration of Christ’s 
life here on earth as well as the 
New Earth restoration were Kathy 
McMillan, Kristel Zuppan, Ken 
Curtis, Ken Wright and Stephanie 
Church.  So many others lent their 

expertise and creativity in making a 
convertible cross/table - the central 
focus of the production.  

This play first debuted in 2018 
and, after many requests for a repeat, 
the months-long work to recast this 
event began.     

The 2019 cast included 91 actors, 
5 band members plus 26 others that 
helped. This year’s directors included 
Kathy McMillan, Kristel Zuppan 
and Viana Chambers.  

Los Angeles to hear Philip Hoch 
perform his first doctoral organ recital.  
Philip played works by Nicolaus 
Bruhns, J.S. Bach, Cesar Franck, Max 
Reger and Olivier Messiaen.  

Philip played his entire one-hour
 concert from memory and he certainly 
demonstrated an outstanding level of 
musicianship and organ performance. 

The massive organ console is a 5 
manual keyboard and the installation 
is said to be the largest pipe organ 
existing in any church in the world. 
The organ boasts a total of over 20,000 
pipes.  It was installed in 1931 and has 
gone through a few restorations and 
upgrades over the years.    

Dr. Christoph Bull, Philip’s organ 
professor and Organist-in-Residence at 
the L.A. First Congregational Church,  
introduced Philip and the program.  


