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Michael Card and Steve Green
To Speak at Church Retreat
by John Parrish

Reservations will open in early
March for the April 26-28, 2019
Calimesa Church Mountaintop Retreat
at Pine Springs Ranch. Reservations
forms will be available at the church
and at www.calimesasda.com. The
annual event is a cherished tradition
for Calimesa members, former members, families and friends for almost
half a century.
This year’s speakers, as well as
musicians, will be Michael Card and
Steve Green.

Michael Card

Steve Green has become well
known to our Calimesa members
and is a return guest this year to Pine
Springs Ranch. He is an American
Christian music singer, notable for
his tenor vocal range and flexible solo
style. Over his 35-year career, Green
has been honored as a four-time
Grammy Award nominee, seven-time
Dove Award winner and was inducted
into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame in
2017. He has had 13 No. 1 songs and
has sold over three million albums.
His chosen speaking topic for the retreat weekend is: “The Lord’s Prayer.”

Steve Green

Michael Card is an American
Christian singer-songwriter, musician,
author, and radio host from Franklin,
Tennessee. He is best known for his
contributions in contemporary Christian music, which combines folk-style
melodies and instrumentation with
an in-depth study of the Bible. Since
his debut in 1981, Card has sold more
than 4 million albums and has written
19 No. 1 singles. He has also authored
27 books, including the Gold Medallion Book Award winner, A Sacred
Sorrow. Michael’s theme for the
weekend is: “The Lovingkindness of
God.” This will be Michael’s first
time at Pine Springs Ranch.

Dick Tunney

Joining Steve Green again this
year will be Dick Tunney - Steve’s
musical director and keyboard artist.
Both Green and Tunney – together
and separately – have been recipients
of many Dove and Emmy awards
for their Christian song-writing and
recordings through the years.
Nick Snell, youth pastor of the
Azure Hills Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Grand Terrace, CA will lead
worship activities for our Calimesa
youth. Pastor Nick enjoys adventures
with his family and tackling atheletic
challenges.

Youth Speaker - Nick Snell and
Junior High Speaker - Zach Parks

Zach Parks, an MDiv student
at La Sierra University and youth
pastor at Wasatch Hills Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Salt Lake City,
Utah, will lead out in programs for our
junior-high age group.
In addition, dozens of volunteers
will lead and support the programs
for retreat-goers of all ages. A notto-be-missed tradition continuing this
year will be the entertaining “Saturday
Night at the Ranch,” hosted once again
by the irrepressible Chris Church and
Rob Wilson.
Accommodations at Pine Springs
– in the comfortable main lodge,
nearby winterized cabins, and assigned
tent and RV campsites – are allocated
on a first-come, first-served basis
For most, the retreat experience
begins with check-in at the lodge on
Friday afternoon and ends with brunch
following the final worship service
on Sunday morning. Also welcome
are part-time attendees who can’t stay
overnight but want reservations for a
meal or two. Registration is required
in advance for everyone at the camp.
As of this writing, the only access to PSR is via Palm Desert along
highway 74. Both highways 243,
from Banning to Mountain Home Center, and 74, from Hemet to Mountain
Home Center are closed due to recent
storm damage. It is expect that by
April, all roads should be open again.

REPENTANCE & REST
Years ago, when I was a youth
pastor, I had some t-shirts made up
for our youth group, and anyone
else who wanted one for that matter. They were very simple. It was
a black shirt with white lettering,
and it had one word on the front,
and a statement on the back which
was meant to follow the word on
the front. The word on the front
of the shirt simply said, “Repentance,” and the phrase which followed on the back of the shirt said,
“…it’s a lifestyle.”
Repentance. This word is an
interesting and somewhat troubling
word for some people. For some it
seems to bring up feelings of anxiousness, uneasiness, or feelings of
being judged. Or, maybe it brings
up thoughts of fear and feeling
unsure of one’s salvation. In my
opinion it is a word which brings
up feelings of freedom, grace, and
opportunity. Repentance means, “a
radical turning from sin to a new
way of life oriented towards God.”
(Mounce’s Expository Dictionary)
What greater opportunity does a
sinner have than to be invited into
a new way of life oriented towards
God! A new way of life oriented
toward God, in my experience, is a
daily thing. Each day I choose to
orientate my life, my thinking, my
activities, my relationships, my …
everything toward God means I’m
choosing to live a certain lifestyle.
This lifestyle of repentance is an
ongoing life of being forgiven and
forgiving, being loved and loving,

being transformed and being an avenue of transformation in the lives
of others.
I’ve always loved this verse
from Isaiah, “This is what the
Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of
Israel, says: ‘In repentance and rest
is your salvation, in quietness and
trust is your strength …’” (Isaiah
30:15 NIV) When we live a lifestyle of repentance, we will experience great rest in God’s salvation
over us. We will know a profound
quietness and strength at the center
of who we are as we orientate ourselves in a growing trust of God.
Repentance … it’s a lifestyle.
At His Feet,
Pastor Jon

MARCH

Feb. 13- March 20 - Thrive
Fireside Building
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
March 9 - Women’s Retreat
Four Seasons Center		
Beaumont, CA
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

APRIL

April 20 - Easter Program
Sanctuary 8:30 a.m.,
11:15 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
April 21 - Easter Program
Sanctuary 10 a.m.
			
April 26-28 - Pine Springs Ranch
Church Retreat

ALFRED’S RIDDLE
What is the opposite of
a cold front?

Worship Calendar
Mar. 2		
Mar. 9 		
Mar. 16		
Mar. 23		
Mar. 30

Upcoming Events

(answer on page 7 )

March

Katie Miller
Jon Ciccarelli
MGA Music Dept
Pathfinder Sabbath
Elizabeth Talbot
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Quotes For The Day
“He who angers you,
controls you!”
“Kindness is difficult
to give away
because it keeps
coming back.”

WOMEN’S RETREAT
MARCH 9, 2019
by Damaris Matthews

“We wear the mask that grins and
lies / It hides our cheeks and shades
our eyes …
We smile, but O great Christ, our
cries / To Thee from tortured souls
arise ….”

The poet Paul Laurence Dunbar
penned these words in 1896, but
more than a hundred years later
people, especially women, lack the
courage to remove the mask that
covers who they truly are.
According to this year’s chief
chairwoman Shirley Jones, this
year’s Calimesa Women Retreat
will be held March 9, 2019 at the
Four Seasons Center in Beaumont.
Doors to the full-day event open
at 8:30 A.M. Pastor Chris Oberg,
will offer words of hope in keeping
with the theme of “Taking Off Our
Masks” to help us lead authentic
lives.

set the room with beautiful decorations. Kathy McMillan will keep
the program moving when she
serves as emcee for both the morning and afternoon sessions. As
attendees have enjoyed her delicious food at past retreats, Najwa’s
Mediterranean Cuisine will provide
the midday meal which is included
in the $30 ticket price. Hot drinks
will also be available throughout
the day. Letha Johnston reminds
everyone to pass along inspiring words by bringing books for
the exchange table. Take home as
many as you would like.
REGISTRATION FORMS
are available in the church foyer
and on our church website - www.
calimesasda.com (click on the
‘Connect/Special Events link on
the top menu bar).
We want to see you there, so
hurry to get your paperwork in by
March 4. Above all, bring a prayerful attitude as you join us for the
2019 Calimesa Women’s Retreat
and gain hope to live an authentic
life.

GIFT OF
HOSPITALITY
by Bonnie Parker

Pastor Chis Oberg

Now the Lead Pastor of La
Sierra University Church, Chris
Oberg is well known to many of us
since she served as Senior Pastor
of Calimesa Church prior to her
current appointment. Coming with
Pastor Chris is a team from the
campus church to lead attendees
in praise and worship and to offer
various presentations throughout
the day.
Barbara Howe, Donna Wagner, Liza West, and others on the
planning team are working hard to

The outpouring of the gift of
time by putting together wholesome menus have put a smile and
given a tangible touch of love to
those going through some severe
bends and steep journeys on their
road of life. The little saying,
“Love people, cook them tasty
food” has been a help and comfort
recently for some members of our
Calimesa Church family after major surgeries or other health issues.
The following are some comments
of how much little acts of kindness mean to those on the receiving
end of the coordinated “Meals on
Wheels”:
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• Cindy Blum: “It’s been
stressful to have surgery. Having
work and home schedules up in
the air. Having someone to bring a
meal or make a short visit has been
nice. Fun to get to know the congregation by giving and receiving.”
• Isaac and Grace Kim:
“During the past month and a half
Grace and I have been unbelievably blessed by the love we have
experienced from our church family through prayers, calls, visits,
cards and delicious and timely
meals. We have always known that
Calimesa is a special community,
but we are moved beyond words by
God’s love shared with us. Thank
you!”
• Kathy McMillian: “We
had meals last summer following Jim’s surgery and I can tell
you from personal experience that
it really helps to relieve some of
the pressure of life. Even though
I love to cook, there is an added
stress in having to plan a menu,
buy groceries and prepare a meal.
We have felt carried by our church
family and friends through the past
months.”
• Sandy Thompson: “Thank
you Calimesa Church Family for
your love shown by many acts of
kindness during this really tough
time in my life recovering from
cancer surgery. Your visits, meals
and prayers were so appreciated!”

TALENT SCOUTING
Saturday Night At The Ranch cohosts Chris Church and Rob Wilson
are inviting you to share a talent/act/
presentation at the upcoming Pine
Springs Ranch retreat - April 26-28,
2019. Please contact Chris or Rob if
you have a suggestion or would like to
participate.

“UNTIL THAT DAY”

John Bohner

July 22, 1928 - January 26, 2019

John Bohner

As written by son Mark Bohner:
Dad was born in Union Springs,
NY. He attended college at Atlantic Union College where he met
our mother Olivine Nadeau. Both
pursued teaching credentials and they
were married in Aug of 1948. They
accepted a call to fill a desperate need
for teachers in Syracuse, NY where
they taught for at least one year.
They returned to finish college at
Washington Missionary College, and
immediately accepted a missions call
to Singapore in 1952. There they resurrected Far Eastern Academy, (which
had been shut down during the war),
and housed and fed the dozen or more
students in their house! Between them
they covered virtually every class that
was taught.
In 1956, they returned to the
United States to teach at Cedar Lake
Academy, in Michigan. After 5 years
of ice and snow, Dad wanted to return
to the tropics and, in 1961, they accepted a call to Guam. Dad was the
treasurer for the Gaum Micronesia
Mission and mom taught at our SDA
church school.
In 1963, Mom and Dad transitioned to teaching at the University
of Guam; positions they held for 10
years.

In 1976, Dad received a call to
work for the General Conference Auditing Service and, over the next 30+
years, Dad did auditing work all over
the world.
In 2010, Dad suffered a significant stroke which left his right side
paralyzed. When Olivine passed away
in 2011 from advanced cancer, Dad
moved into The Loma Linda Villa
where he lived until his passing.
He married Aileen Dixon, also a
Villa resident, on March 23,2015.
John is survived by his sons John
Bohner III, Mark Bohner and his
wife, Aileen Dixon Bohner.

Trevin Schmunk

February 15,1982 - January 31, 2019

Trevin Schmunk

Trevin Schmunk, age 37, passed
away on January 31, 2019. He is the
son of Terry and the late Kathy Schmunk. Trevin was a student at Mesa
Grande Academy and former member
of the Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist
Church.
He is survived by two sons Zion
(grade 5) and Shiloyh (grade 8), (both
students at MGA); his ex-wife Teryl
Romo-Schmunk; sister Karina Schmunk Horcha, her husband Bart and
their children Kaelyn and Jonathan;
sister Mai Schmunk; father Terry
Schmunk and step mother Marcia.
Jon and Georgie Barrett have been
surrogate parents to Trevin.
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In lieu of flowers, a college fund
has been set up for each boy. If you
would like to contribute, please go
to www.misaves.com/egift. Type
in code MIvYfN9 for Zion and code
MIKMbYwcBJ for Shiloyh.
Keep this family in your prayers.
Memorial service will be March 2,
2019 at Monterey Bay Academy.

EASTER SEASON BOOK
RECOMMENDATION
by Bonnie Parker

I would like to recommend the
book Messiah - A Contemporary
Adaptation of the Classic Work on
Jesus’ Life, the Desire of Ages, by
Jerry D. Thomas.

It is published by the Pacific
Press and can be ordered on line
along with a free study guide to use
when reading the book. “It would
be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each day in contemplation
of the life of Christ. We should
take it point by point, and let the
imagination grasp each scene,
especially the closing ones. As we
thus dwell upon His great sacrifice
for us, our confidence in Him will
be more constant, our love will be
quickened, and we shall be more
deeply imbued with His spirit. If
we would be saved at last, we
must learn the lesson of penitence
and humiliation at the foot of the
cross.” The Desire of Ages, page
83.

DID YOU KNOW THAT . . .
compiled by Bonnie Parker

…Les and Lois Myhre extended
an open invitation to Calimesa members for joining their family this past
Thanksgiving? Ten enjoyed their
hospitality!
...Janelle Fairhurst has moved
back to the central coast area of Paso
and is a hygienist working in the same
periodontal office where she worked
before she and late husband, Greg,
moved to Calimesa? Janelle’s son,
Mitchell is living in Los Angles and
working for a civil engineering company helping in the business department.
…the annual Christmas With The
Classics dinner, held December 12th,
2018, was much appreciated? (The
“classics” are those over age 55.) The
food was delicious and efficiently
served by our five Calimesa pastors.
Jonathan Keplinger (aka Trisha
Davidian’s husband) provided live
Christmas music on the piano for the
evening! A special affirmation to Lisa
Ciccarelli for her coordination of the
event and Lael Curtis for the dessert
(Figgie pudding). Others that helped
prepare for the “Classic Guests” were:
Alana and Drew Ciccarelli, Audra
Garcia, Cheri Mathis, Todd and
Janya Mekelburg, Tami Shankel,
Dawn, Rachael and Abigail Tohm,
and Donna Zuppan.
…Judie Yakush arranged for six
boxes, FULL of unused uniforms and
unclaimed clothes from Mesa Grande
Academy’s lost-and-found, to be
shipped to the Philippines? They were
sent to Bill and Laura (Kopitzke)
LaBore, who then passed them out
to the many who needed them. Many
of the Philippine people are small, so
even the adults in their area are now
proudly wearing a “new” pair of pants
or shirt. Two men, who were too embarrassed to go to church because they
had nothing to wear, came to Laura
asking for a pair of pants. They are
now going to church every Sabbath.
Laura also took three boxes of clothes

to the local K-6 public school. Everyone was SO excited to get an article of
clothing. Clothes were also passed out
to people at the small church and also
at an outreach church where people
are very poor.

Palawan boy - recipient of MGA uniform

Laura LaBore pictured with Palawan
students and friends and MGA boxes

…Calimesa church member,
Maggie Cotton is serving her first
term as one of the 27 members of the
Southeastern California Conference
Executive Committee? As an active
Calimesa church member, Maggie
brings a perspective to the committee
on church life, especially in the ways
it relates to children and families. The
officers of our Southeastern California
Conference report directly to this governing Committee between constituency sessions.
…Dave and Janet Wilkins have
moved to Longview, WA.? On the
evening of January 12, 2019, approximately 80 friends and family
gathered to bid the Wilkins good bye
and to reminisce about how they had
impacted their lives over the last 30
plus years. There was laughter, tears
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and hugs as friendship stories poured
forth! On Sunday, January 27, 2019,
Troy Anawaty, Del Andrus, Monte
and Vonda Andress, Jerry Adey, Al
Boyko, Sam Bryson, Quintin Bryson
(age 4 ½), Dan and Marko Fiorello,
Willie Goeltz, Dick Parker, Barry
Randolph, and Jim and Vicki Simpson helped the Wilkins load their moving van. The Wilkin’s new address
is: 1428 Coal Creek Road, Longview
WA 98632.

Monte Andress giving tribute to Dave and
Janet Wilkins. Also pictured: Earl Mack
and Bonnie Parker

…Bringing God’s nature into the
church sanctuary in the form of flower
arrangements is a blessing? As you
enjoy week by week the talents of
Estera Turturica who is gifted at
arranging flowers for our church,
think about the imagery of beauty and
growth. “God found the muddiest
parts of my heart and planted flowers!”
“Where flowers bloom, so does God
bring righteousness into full bloom
and puts praise on display”. If you
would like to provide flowers in honor
of a special birthday, milestone, or a
praise to God, call the church office
and the secretary will help you reserve
the date and contact the flower ministry of Estera. Estera often uses flowers from her own garden and would be
happy to have you contact her for use
of flowers from your yard.
…there were tears in the eyes of
Prayer Quilt recipient Frank Taitague
and his wife Marquita as Pastor Frank
received a beautiful farm-themed
quilt? It was given with love from
the Calimesa quilters and presented
by their niece, Tara Heghesan, and
friends, Dick and Bonnie Parker.
Frank is in the Linda Valley Care Center recuperating from major surgery to

DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
continued

remove a melanoma on bottom of his
foot. This has required major reconstructive surgery and an ongoing long
and painful recovery. Please continue
to pray for healing, peace and comfort. The Taitagues are retired and live
on the Island of Guam. Early in their
ministry they started the work on the
Island of Pohnpei where many of our
Calimesa youth have gone as student
missionaries. For many years Pastor Frank was the Guam/Micronesia
Mission President. Frank Taitague also
served as pastor of the Saipan Seventh-day Adventist Church in the mid
1970’s and Mike and Arlys Fillman
enjoyed getting to know the Taitague
family while Mike did relief dental
work in the Saipan Adventist clinic.

by Aren Rennacker

For the seventh consecutive year,
the Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist
Church is currently offering a set of
one hour classes to the community
as part of their Thrive program. The
classes began February 13, 2019 and
continue each Wednesday evening
through March 20. The community
members are having a chance to learn
new skills and achieve new goals by
attending one of five classes. Pastor
Isaac Kim adds, “I love seeing people
from different walks of life come together to grow, better themselves and
bond over hobbies or interests in their
lives.”
• Anywhere Gardening taught
by Monte Andress.
• Capturing Photogrpahy
taught by Darrell Peterson
• Healthy Living Now (team of

•

Frank Taitague (seated), Marquita, Bonnie and Richard Parker, Tara Heghesan

. . . skate boarding has won Kylea
Kruse (10th grader at MGA) a sponsorship with Vans, a manufacturer
of skateboarding apparel, and she is
currently being considered for high
school and college scholarships because of her abilities to rip up the half
pipes and ride the skating bowls? She
has also been actively involved with a
local business owner here in Yucaipa
who owns a skateboarding shop. The
shop owner wants to start up a skate
boarding ministry for the local girls
and Kylea considers this to be an
awesome way to minister the word of
Jesus with all who are trying to learn
to skate board.

professors from Loma Linda University School of Public Health, Brent
Wild-physical therapist, Dan Giang)

CrossFit Lite - come excercise together with Pastor Jon
Ciccarelli. 7:30 pm
• Scrapbooking taught by
Nancy Hall.
For convenience, a light supper
is served each Wednesday evening
from 5:30-6:15 p.m.: soup, salad,
bread and dessert. Janelle Bietz is
coordinating the food.
There are over 50 people that
registered for the classes. Child care is
provided by Riccaela Thomson.

YOUTH BEGIN 2019
by Aren Rennacker

We are fortunate to have a great
group of high school youth at our
church. Being their pastor is so much
fun, and I’m beyond grateful! I wanted
to update you on how 2019 has started
for us.
As we do each year, we began the
new calendar with our Year-In-Review
Vespers. We met at the Allred family’s home to look back on all we had
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done the past twelve months. Photos
of Sabbath Schools, service projects,
fund-raisers and our mission trip were
amongst the 600-plus pictures we
looked back upon. The delicious crepe
and waffle meal provided made it even
better.
Next, we met in our youth room
for an “Early Church” vespers. To
align with our weekly study of the
book of Acts, we ditched the shoes
and phones of modernity and sat on
the floor around pillows and blankets
to enjoy a delicious meal of lentil
soup, flat bread, vegetables, and grape
juice (thank you, Audra Garcia!).
We studied Acts 10 and talked about
what groups God is calling us to reach
out to, then heard from a musician
friend of mine, JC Carreon, who led
us in singing and shared what worship
means to him. We then finished with
foot washing.
On Sunday, February 3, we
all got together for the Big Game in
our youth room. What was expected
to be one of the highest scoring Super
Bowls ever became the lowest scoring in league history, but that didn’t
stop us from having a great time. We
ate totchos (tatertot nachos!), played
games like “Football Toss” and “Super
Bowl Spelling Bee,” predicted everything possible, and watched the game.
Thank you to Laurel Haglund for
heading up our buffet, and for all who
came to enjoy the festivities together.
And congrats to the New England
Patr—yeah, just kidding.
We are now excitedly preparing for our annual weekend trip to
the snow. As we’ve done the past
two years, we will spend a Saturday
evening in a cabin together, then hit
the slopes at Snow Valley Resort. It’s
always fun to make memories and
see youth who are both experts and
beginners on the slopes have a great
experience.
None of these moments would be
possible without the continued support
of the church. Truly, we thank all of
you for how you pour into our teenagers in so many ways! We love you,
Calimesa!

MEET OUR NEW
MEMBERS

is showing an interest in sports as he
enjoys playing. Welcome to Calimesa.

Coordinated by Arlys Fillman

Kyleigh, Jacque and Ashleigh Uhrich

A Calimesa welcome to the
Uhrich family. Jacque is a retired
RN and hails from College Place, WA.
Ashleigh is 10 years old and is in the
fourth grade at Mesa Grande Academy. She enjoys Taekwondo. Sixteen
year old Kyleigh is a violinist and is
also attending Mesa Grande. She is in
the tenth grade. We will look forward
to being blessed by her music.

Simon, Melissa and Charles Foote

Welcome to another young family
that has joined our church family – the
Footes. Charles (better known as
C.J.) is a High School Teacher. His
“spare” time hobby is sports – particularly basketball and football. Physical Therapy is Melissa’s profession.
She enjoys some sporty things also
– biking and hiking – besides a more
sedentary hobby of needlepoint. C.J.
and Melissa have already become
involved in our Cradle Roll Sabbath
School where Simon (who is almost
3) is a member. He has already developed interest in reading, coloring and
making crafts as well as playing in the
great outdoors.

Mihai, Evan and Annemarie Zgunea

Mihai, Annemarie and Evan
Zgunea recently joined our Calimesa
church family coming from the Loma
Linda Romanian SDA Church. Their
goal is to follow Jesus in all aspects of
their lives and to grow in that direction
along with the other members here at
Calimesa.
Mihai is an Operations Manager
who loves singing and doing outdoors
things like hiking and mountain biking. He has also been a Youth Ministry Director for 25 years. Annemarie
is a Respiratory Therapist. She also
enjoys singing and plays the piano
(take note those who arrange for our
children’s Sabbath School pianists!)
Her family is fortunate as she also
enjoys cooking. Three year old Evan

Kylea Kruse

Kylea Kruse was recently baptized and just turned 16 in January.
She is in the 10th grade at Mesa
Grande Academy and has been the
organizer of her class’s social events
for the last several years. This year
she is the class President! Kylea has 3
siblings who she love’s spending time
with: Bobby, a 16 year veteran of the
US Marine Corps; Clayton, a senior
at Walla Walla University where he
is studying Film and Environmental
Studies; and Michaela, a Sophmore at
7

Walla Walla in the nursing program.
Her parents are Robert and Michelle
Kruse.
Kylea loves the active life. At
MGA she participates in cross country,
softball. All board sports are her specialty; surfing, wake boarding, snow
boarding and her favorite one, hands
down, is skate boarding! She also
loves to ride her two horses.
The Calimesa Church Family
welcomes you Kylea and will love
and support you as you grow in your
relationship with Jesus.

Sterling Thomas Eller

Sterling Eller recently publicly
acknowledged his faith in and love
for Jesus through his baptism. He is
a senior at Redlands Adventist Academy and participates in the Calimesa
youth group. Sterling enjoys the out
of doors and has a special affinity for
water skiing at Lake Powell and snow
skiing wherever he can find snow. He
also enjoys football and baseball. His
musical interest and skill is playing the
cello.
Sterling, we extend an official
welcome to the Calimesa SDA Church
and pray that your spiritual journey
will be rewarding and blessed.

RIDDLE ANSWER
A Warm Back!

NEW K-6 CHILDREN’S
SABBATH SCHOOL FORMAT
by Viana Chambers

This year we have decided
to shake things up a little bit in
our Sabbath schools and grow as
a church together in a creative
way. The Southeastern California
Conference recently produced a
curriculum that allows families to
come together to study the same
topic each week, empowering
parents to grow in a discipleship
process alongside their children.
Since our very own pastor Isaac
Kim was part of the new curriculum
committee, our Calimesa Church
decided to be an early adopter of
this magnificent program.
One of the best things about
this curriculum is that it promotes
togetherness in community, so
we transitioned from traditional
Sabbath school programs and
merged into having one big opening
ceremony for grades K-6. The kids
come together in the Garden Chapel
to sing (led by our energetic song
leader, Craig Zuppan), welcome
each other into our church family
and participate in an activity
that introduces the lesson. The
children are then dismissed to their
individual classrooms. This has also
been a phenomenal opportunity for
our Junior drama team to participate
each month in introducing the
lesson with a fun skit!
We have observed positive
engagement between parents
and kids of all ages and different
classrooms. Our children’s program
now stands as a highlight to start
the celebration of Sabbath as it was
intended to be - joyous and filled
with the Holy Spirit.

Isaac Kim leading new K-6 Sabbath School

MOMENTS OF IMPACT
IN PARENTING
by Heidi Steffen

I’ve recently finished reading a
book called, The Power of Moments:
Why Certain Experiences Have
Extraordinary Impact by Chip
Heath and Dan Heath. I collected
a few concepts meant mainly for
businesses and re-framed them
for parenting. Now that I’m out of
the “littles” stage, I’m re-evaluating
how to best use the time I have left
with my four kiddos. I want these
remaining years at home with them
to have impact. I want to “defy the
forgettable flatness of everyday” and
create experiences and moments
they will remember forever,
moments that matter (p.265).
One way the authors
recommend creating moments of
impact is to “deepen ties”. I can
deepen the relationship my children
have with Joey and me, with each
of their siblings and with God by
carving out a time for us all to
talk and think deeply about key
questions.
Some key questions that, I hope,
will help our family (and maybe you
and your family) assess our lives
include: “What matters to you?”
What are the things that are most
important to you in this life; things
you spend your money and time
on, things you would grab in a fire
or buy more of if you could? What
persons, events, or experiences have
greatly impacted you? What gets
you out of bed in the morning? What
energizes you? If you knew you had
only a few days to live, what would
you spend your time doing?
But I want to do more than have
a conversation. I want our kids to
also capture their thoughts on paper
using not just words, but drawings.
Discussion uses the left side of
the brain, drawing the right side.
Having a discussion, while drawing,
will help the two sides of the brain
collaborate and communicate,
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forming answers not only using logic
and reasoning but also attention,
imagination, insight and expression.
If we can articulate what matters
to us and why it matters, it will
help us shape (or even re-shape)
our lives and make a difference for
ourselves as well as those around us.
Learning what matters to my kids
helps my “yeses” be more deliberate,
impactful and meaningful.
PLATA/KOHLER COUSINS BORN
SIX DAYS APART
Chris and Brittany (Kohler)
Plata announce the birth of Bingley
Henry Eugene Plata on February
14, 2019. He weighed in at 7 lbs. 9.7
ounces and was 20.5 inches.
Barrett and Briana Kohler
welcomed Danielle Alaia Kohler on
February 20, weighing in at 7 lb. 13
oz., 19 inches.
The babies are wearing the same
clothes that Grandma Sylvia Kohler
choose for her twins, Barrett and
Brittany, 32 years ago.

Bingley Plata & Danielle Kohler

CROSSFIT
ALIVE AND WELL

Pastor Jon Ciccarelli began a
crossfit-for-seniors program in 2018
and several of our Calimesa members
actively participate. “There is room
for more,” says Pastor Jon. If you are
wishing for an opportunity to exercise
in a fun group setting, this is it. The
address is 1091 Seventh St., Calimesa.
Just come; 7 a.m. M-W-F. No advance
registration needed. It’s free to give it
a try.

