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‘ALL ABOUT JESUS’ REVIVAL

Our Calimesa Church mem-
bers were richly blessed by the All 
About Jesus revival presentations 
by Lee and Margie Venden during 
the week of July 28 – August 5, 
2017.   Lee is the nephew of our 
member Louis Venden and the son 
of the late Morris Venden.  Each 
seminar included a children’s story 
presented by Lee’s wife, Margie. 
Attendance, including not only our 
own members but many from sur-
rounding churchs, was especially 
good each night. 

The sole purpose of Venden’s 
presentation titled – All About 
Jesus - was to point attendees to 
Jesus and how to establish a real 
connection with our Lord and Sav-
ior.  This event was not a ‘typical’ 
doctrinal series, but instead was a 
wonderful review of why we are 
Jesus followers.  Beginning with 
the fifth session, Venden used a 
3-legged stool to beautifully il-
lustrate the necessary steps to have 

and maintain our walk with Jesus.  
The first leg of the stool was called 
BIBLE STUDY – spending daily 
time with Jesus.  Lee suggested 
that the Gospels, particularly the 
book of John, are a great starting 
point for daily devotions. Also, 
he encouraged our church to form 
and reform study groups.  The 
second leg - PRAYER - was a call 
for all of us to rethink how we 
pray.  Rather than quick one-way 
prayers that only state our wants, 
Lee encouraged us to take the time 
to listen to God’s promptings as we 
pray.  The third leg - SHARE - is 
the natural outcome of maintain-
ing the first two ‘legs.’  We can’t 
help but share the good news that 
we have been reading and praying 
about.  

Thank you Lee and Margie for 
sharing the Good News with us and 
for reminding us that Jesus is real 
and how He wants to live in each 
of our lives. 

Lee and Margie reside in Walla 
Walla, WA and it sounds like they 
are almost never home as they 
spend much of their year travelling 
across North America presenting 
the gospel.  

Lee and Margie Venden holding 
a 3-legged stool that they used to 

illustrate steps to a personal 
relationship with Christ.  

by the Editor

Quote For The Day

“A bit of love is the only bit 
that will bridle the tongue”

Fred Beck

“UNTIL THAT DAY”
Danny Eugene Kohler
Aug. 1, 1953 - June 29, 2017

All of our Calimesa church members 
are saddened by the death of our beloved 
Danny.  He was a friend to all and will 
certainly be missed.  The following are 
excerpts from his Life Sketch.  

Danny was born in Crossville, TN and 
when he was in first grade, with a ukelel in 
hand, he performed The Little Grass Shack 
for a school recital.  This began a lifelong 
love for Hawaiian music.  Danny was a 
composer of country and religious songs 
with most of his treasured songs written 
for his family. 

Danny met Sylvia Youngberg at a 
pool party in Loma Linda and their first 
dates were to the beach and Joshua Tree 
National Park.  They were married in Mc-
Donald, TN on September 16, 1979.  

With the birth of their firstborn 
Karisa in 1981, Melanie in 1983 and 
twins Brittany and Barrett in 1986, 
Danny began his favorite life’s journey - 
loving kids and, later, grandkids.  

 Danny was diagnosed with liver 
cancer 5 weeks before his death. His last 
days were at Scripps Green Hospital sur-
rounded by his family and in the expert 
care of his doctors and transplant team 
that had participated in gifting him and 
his family with almost 11 extra years of 
life. (Danny received both a kidney and 
pancreas transpant in 2006). These years 
afforded him the privilege to be a part of 
his children’s weddings, countless family 
memories and loving his four beloved 
grandchildren.  Well done Danny!  
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Upcoming Events

 
  Sept. 30  Freedom Quartet
                 Calimesa Concert Series
    Calimesa Church 7:30 pm 
    On-line tickets at 
    iTickets.com or call
    800-965-9324.
                 Tickets not sold through 
                 Church or at the door.  
  

 
  Nov. 4     Blood Drive - Calimesa  
    Church Parking lot.  
    8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

ALFRED’S RIDDLE
What weighs more - 

A pound of feathers or
a pound of stones?   

answer on page  5 
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SEPTEMBER

Worship Calendar

SEPTEMBER
 Sept. 2       Jon Ciccarelli
 
 Sept. 9       Pablo Ariza

 Sept. 16     Jon Ciccarelli

 Sept. 23    Aren Rennacker

 Sept. 30    Jon Ciccarelli

 OCTOBER
 Oct. 7        Adventist Vocal 
                    Ensemble
 Oct. 14      Jon Ciccarelli
 
 Oct. 21      Mike Hanson

 Oct. 28      Dr. Katherine Koh
 

JUST SHOW UP

Life seems so complicated some-
times.  Things that are supposed to 
make life easier for us often tend to 
make life more complicated.  Many, 
like myself, have ‘smart’ phones to 
help us (in theory) be more efficient 
and to help us have more time for the 
things that matter to us in this life.  
However, as most of us are far too 
aware, items like smart phones are 
mastering us more than we are mas-
tering them.  Instead of technology 
being the slave, we are becoming, if 
not already, the slave!  As a result, our 
lives tend to become more busy and 
overcomplicated than they need to be.

With life seeming more compli-
cated and overloaded we can forget 
what I believe to be a very simple 
truth about living this life we have 
been given.  I believe life is mostly 
about ‘just showing up’.  You read that 
correctly.  Just…showing…up.  

Our relationship with Jesus is 
about just showing up. Showing up by 
reading His Word and being present 
with Him by sitting at His feet.  Show-
ing up in prayer throughout the day by 
having an ongoing conversation with 
Him about our day together with Him 
and others.  Showing up in worship-
ping Jesus with others to give thanks 
and adoration to Jesus as our Lord, 
Savior, King, and Friend.  

I believe our relationships and 
ministry with others is mostly about 
‘just showing up’ as well.  So often 
we think we can’t do this or that in 
making a difference in the lives of oth-
ers and we forget, or don’t figure into 
the ‘equation,’ that Jesus, through the 
Holy Spirit, is actively involved in our 
life and He just needs us to show up.  
When we show up, He can do much 
more than we can ever think of or 

imagine!  “But Jesus, I just don’t know 
what to do or to say.”  Just show up.  
“But Jesus …”  Just show up.  You 
see, when we just show up, we must 
remember we are never alone.  Jesus 
is always with us and very active in 
whatever He has invited us to do and 
whoever He has called us to be with in 
those moments.  

When we look at the life of Jesus, 
His life was all about showing up.  
Showing up on earth, showing up 
alone with the Father, showing up in 
the lives of people every day, showing 
up on the cross, showing up on resur-
rection morning and showing up when 
He comes again!  So how might Jesus 
be inviting you today to ‘Just Show 
Up’ with Him and others?

SAVE THE DATE

If you would like to try an ex-
periment by tithing your time, there are 
opportunities to be involved in being an 
“angel of ministry” by being available 
for transportation needs for members, 
either for attending church or errands.  
Also, there are needs for helping with 
church maintenance projects.  If you 
could help, please call the church office. 
“What happens to us is relatively in-
consequential. What happens IN us and 
THROUGH us has far reaching conse-
quences.” Clarence Shilt

TRY AN EXPERIMENT 
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A DREAM 
COME TRUE

by Philip Hoch
Ever since I was a kid, I always 

dreamt of one day traveling to Europe. 
In the last half of May and the month 
of June, that dream became a reality. 
I left the United States and traveled to 
Salzburg, Austria for a music perfor-
mance class offered by the University 
of Redlands, School of Music. 

Before the class began in June, 
I spent two weeks traveling in Lon-
don, England and France with my 
parents, Tim and Irene, and my aunt 
and uncle, John and Bobbi Hoch. In 
London, I experienced the rare oppor-
tunity of listening to the Westminster 
Abbey Choir in the Westminster Ab-
bey for their ritual Evensong service. 
The music was heavenly! After our 
three day stay in London, we traveled 
by high-speed rail to Paris where we 
were greeted by the triumphant Eiffel 
Tower. During our stay in Paris, we 
toured several magnificent cathedrals 
such as Sacré Coeur and the famous 
Notre-Dame de Paris, all of which 
featured spectacular pipe organs! My 
family and I then toured the Cotê 
d’Azur province of France where the 
climate gave us a taste of home. 

A few days later, we traveled to 
where I would be staying for the next 
five weeks, Salzburg, Austria. This 
spectacular city is filled with rich mu-
sical history like none other, and I was 
ecstatic to be studying there. Every 
city local treats the tourists like one of 
their own and that was greatly ap-
preciated. When I was united with my 
fellow colleagues from the University 
of Redlands, we immediately started 
to attend quality concerts in town. 
One of these was performed at the 
Mozarteum, a highly-esteemed music 
conservatory. Our class toured the 
majestic Dom cathedral nestled in the 
middle of the town where the church 
features five organs, one of which 
Mozart himself played! 

A great bonus of studying in 
Salzburg is how we were able to 
travel to anywhere in Europe for the 
weekends. One weekend was spent 
in Vienna where I attended concerts 
by the Vienna Philharmonic and the 
iconic Vienna Boys Choir. On another 
weekend, I visited Leipzig, Germany, 
where J. S. Bach lived during the 
latter part of his life. While there, I 
attended a spectacular organ concert at 
the St. Thomaskirche where the guest 
organist played on the exact organ 
Bach himself played! 

All in all, this trip was an experi-
ence to remember. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to experience musical 
performances in such a rich and lively 
musical culture. This experience has 
greatly impacted my love for classical 
music. I thank God, my family, teach-
ers and friends for making this dream 
come true.

PRAYERS AND SQUARES
     MINISTRY
      by Arlys Fillman 

The Prayers and Squares quilting 
group took a well deserved vacation 
this past month – three whole weeks.  
Otherwise, between 15 and 20 ladies 
meet faithfully every Tuesday morn-
ing to create and pray over quilts that 
minister to individuals in need of 
special prayer.  Each of you plays an 
important part in this ministry when 
you say a prayer and tie a knot on Sab-
bath morning.

Over the years, this ministry has 
given over 550 quilts to people all 
over the country who have friends 
or family in our church community.  
Some of these have been pillow case 
quilts for Student Missionaries who 
have gone to various places around 
the world – so this is an international 
ministry.

Vacation day at the beach 
for the quilters

“For almost six years, I have had 
the honor of serving as a pastor here 
at Calimesa SDA Church. After much 
prayer and conversation, I have sensed 
God inviting me to a new ministry 
opportunity. This transition means 
that my final Sabbath and sermon at 
Calimesa will be September 9, 2017.

 I have accepted the invitation 
to serve as Director of Community 
Academic Partners in Service (CAPS) 
at Loma Linda University. Through 
CAPS, students and staff are provided 
with service opportunities in the local 
community.  I am looking forward to 
building meaningful relationships with 
the San Bernardino community and 
with the students and staff at Loma 
Linda University.

Although this is not a pastoral 
position, this new ministry opportunity 
involves work that is deeply pastoral 
and one that promotes the Kingdom of 
God in relevant and tangible ways. 

 This process has also brought 
tears of sadness and gratitude. Erica 
and I have been deeply touched by this 
church family. You have been good to 
us! You have shown us the heart of Je-
sus through our conversations, shared 
meals, and our partnership in the 
ministry that takes place at Calimesa 
SDA Church. We will miss being 
part of this church family and will be 
eternally grateful that God brought us 
to Calimesa.

 I am not closing the door on 
pastoral ministry; instead, I am walk-
ing through an open door that offers a 
different ministry opportunity. 

  I am glad that the next couple 
weeks will give me the opportunity 
to express my appreciation for this 
church family. Your faith and love will 
not be forgotten.”  Pastor Pablo Ariza

PASTOR PABLO ARIZA
TO LEAVE CALIMESA
CHURCH PASTORATE

Pablo Ariza



DID YOU KNOW THAT . . . 
compiled by Bonnie Parker
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…Geologist Ben Clausen has had 
extra ordinary opportunities over the 
summer months to share his expertise?   
Some of the highlights have been giv-
ing a lecture at the Grand Canyon to a 
group from France, analyzing Peru-
vian rocks at the University of Ari-
zona, editing a guide on granite rocks 
between Corona and Idyllwild for the 
Geological Society of America, and 
attending a geology workshop for the 
General Conference administrators.

.…Casey (Pohren) Speegle 
graduated from Pacific Union Col-
lege two years ago, got married and 
now lives in Maryland?  Her mother 
died when Casey was only 11 years 
old and Linda Ferry has stepped in 
to be a good friend and support for 
Casey during her growing up years.  
Linda has shared that Casey is try-
ing to launch her art career, working 
in the same genre as her theme from 
her senior project at graduation: The 
Visual Patterns of Earth’s Surface as 
Viewed from Planes or Satellites.  She 
also has a Facebook page with photos 
of her and her husband and pictures of 
some of her artwork can be viewed at 
-- @caseyspeegle_art.  It is important 
for her to get enough hits/views to her 
website page so it can be linked to 
search engines.  Will you open www.
caseyspeegle.com and take a look at 
the columns of different visual art 
styles she is working with?  Please 
register, and give her suggestions/
feedback as it will help with her career 
dreams.  Thank you!!

…I (Bonnie Parker) am so 
blessed to know that we have teachers 
and staff at MGA that know Jesus as 
their personal friend and daily share 
their lives with our children?  At a 
random meeting with an acquaintance 
that I hadn’t seen for many years, 
I learned that her son had attended 
MGA for both his Kindergarten and 
1st grade years.  She had many nice 
things to say about MGA, but the 

highlight was that her son (now 14) 
had told his mom recently that it was 
during the year in Kristin Penington’s 
1st grade class he accepted Jesus into 
his life.   When telling this story to 
Miss Penington, she said, “Thank you 
SO much for sharing this wonderful 
news with me! I remember this family 
very well, and it moves me to tears 
that this precious student accepted 
Christ in my class. As you know, it is 
the ultimate goal of Adventist educa-
tion that our students enter into an 
eternal relationship with God, and I 
have never expected to see the fruits 
of my partnership with Christ until His 
2nd coming. What an amazing and 
special gift you have given me. I feel 
incredibly blessed.”

…20 Junior High students and 
parents gathered at Lazer Legacy in 
Yucaipa for an outing for our Jr High 
students as part of the summer outings 
with Pastor Isaac Kim?  Lazer Legacy 
is a new local laser tag establishment 
where the students were able to engage 
in good fun and enjoy lunch provided 
by Laurel Haglund and Misty Allred, 
our Jr High coordinators.  

…Alex Nelson, son of Scott and 
Marni, is one of five recipients of the 
Pacific Union College’s prestigious 
Maxwell Scholarship?  The award is in 
recognition for his academic achieve-
ment, outstanding leadership experi-
ence and commitment to Christian 
service in all areas of his life, both in 
and out of the classroom.  Alex will 
receive full tuition for four years.  
Congratulations Alex!  

…Elmar and Darilee Sakala 
recently returned from a two week 
South American vacation and are 
now able to cross two items off from 
Elmar’s bucket list?  They first flew to 
Quito, the capital of Ecuador and from 
there to the Galapagos Islands, 650 
miles west of the coast of Ecuador, 
where they spent a week cruising the 
islands.  They report it was amazing: 
snorkeling with marine turtles, face to 
face with giant land tortoises, shoulder 
to shoulder with seals, not to mention 
seeing close-ups of blue footed boo-
bies nesting with their young.  They 
then flew to Cusco, Peru at an 11,000 
foot altitude.  The second week was 
spent in the Sacred Valley crowned 
with a visit to the world-famous Inca 
ruins of Machu Picchu.

… recently the in-betweener group 
enjoyed a Sunday afternoon LifeHouse 
Theater presentation, Abraham and 
Sarah, and then dinner at the Spaghet-
ti Factory?   If you are a empty nester 
(55 plus) and would be interested in 
joining fun activities or would like to 
host or plan an event for this group, let 
the Parkers (rlpbrp@roadrunner.com) 
or Fillmans (aafillman@verizon.net) 
know. 

Junior High students enjoy Laser Tag

Elmar and Darilee Sakala enjoying
a visit to Galapagos Islands

Inbetweeners enjoying a Sunday
dinner at The Old Spagetti Factory
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DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
continued

…Sunday, August 6, 2017, the 
Youth enjoyed kickball and then a 
wonderful breakfast made by Maggie 
Cotton and Laurel Hagland?   On 
Fririday, August 11, 2017, the youth 
had a swim/vespers at the home and 
Ted and Tami Shankel.

…Ken Mayle was in a traffic 
collision on the evening of August 6, 
2017 in Yucaipa? He was not injured; 
however, the crash, that involved two 
other vehicles, sadly resulted in one 
fatality and two people with serious 
injuries.  The crash was caused by one 
car running a red light.  Thank you 
Jesus for sparing Ken’s life!  

…In June of this year, the Jere 
Chrispens’ and John Chrispens’ 
(Jere’s brother) families met for a first 
time reunion for a week at the beauti-
ful Vidanta Resort in Nuevo Vallarta, 
Mexico? They enjoyed golf, biking, 
swimming, beach combing and just 
good relaxing fellowship together 
overlooking the Pacific Ocean.  A few 
weeks later, the entire Jere Chrisp-
ens Family (21 in all) spent 5 days at 
Lake Hayden, Idaho in cabins right 
on the lake front.  Grandma Marian 
and Grandpa Jere and all the siblings, 
spouses and cousins big and small had 
much fun with water balloons, squirt 
guns, paddle boards, making s’mores 
in the fire pit and, of course, water 
skiing, wakeboarding and a new sport 
called wake surfing.  Precious  memo-
ries!  Family time at its best!

The Calimesa youth group took 
their annual mission trip from July 
23-27, with 26 teens and seven adults 
loading up in vans to head north for 
five days in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. As they did last year in Los An-
geles, they were led by the Center for 
Student Missions on numerous service 
activities, while also experiencing 
and learning about several of the rich 
cultures present within the city.

The service activities included 
working at the Alameda Food Bank 
(which provides food for thousands 
each week), meeting and speaking 
with individuals on the streets, serv-
ing warm meals to the hungry, play-
ing with children at a day home and 
interacting with patients at a local 
hospital. The hospital visit provided 
one of the more humorous moments 
of the trip, when several youth helped 
bring a pig and other animals up an 
elevator to provide “animal therapy” 
to the patients.

Each evening concluded with a 
meal at one of the city’s local ethnic 
restaurants. Youth were treated, and 
possibly introduced, to authentic 
Korean, Thai, and Ethiopian cuisine 
during the week seeking to help them 
see the beauty of different cultures and 
how to respect those who have come 
from afar.

The youth began each day with 
worship and devotions together, 
including a quiet period for journaling 
their experience. Since the trip, many 
have shared how it helped them see all 
people as valuable regardless of cir-
cumstances and new ways to show and 
share the love of God. Thanks so much 
for the prayers and incredible support 
of the entire church family. It is truly a 
team effort!

Chrispens extended family enjoying
Lake Hayden, ID

CALIMESA YOUTH
SERVE IN 

SAN FRANCISCO
by Aren Rennacker

WOE TO THE WIDOW
by Meredith Brinegar

Woe to the widow who weeps alone
   beside the grave of a love now gone.

Woe to the widow without daughter or son
   to share the warmth of memories now 

thought to be done.

Woe to the widow with no friend around,
   no shoulder to cry on when sore tears 

abound.

Woe to the widow without the God
   who turns the heart heavenward 

up from the sod.

The grave is but a resting place, 
there’s still a life to live

   here on this earth, in the presence of a 
Friend who longs to give
   a hope, and a promise
for a time soon to be -

   when your loved one you’ll meet 
– called Eternity.

God has ever held the plight of 
widows and orphans close to His 
heart, instructing His people to care 
for these - His children - of particular 
circumstance. 

Widowhood can be a very lonely 
existence. Life’s ordinary events such 
as meals, household chores, sleeping 
and socializing with others are not 
the same alone.  ‘Together’ is a word 
that now takes on the context of the 
past. Picture yourself alone, outside of 
‘togetherness.’

Although each widow’s circum-
stances are different, they are all 
bonded by the same event - the death 
of a spouse. And all, though single (or 
remarried) are human with everyday 
needs, needing help in various ways.

So in what ways are you willing 
and able to be used of God to ‘take 
care of the widows?’ Can you be a 
friend, share a meal or a special event? 
Can you give a hug and include a wid-
ow in your social life in some way?

HELP
STAMP OUT

LONELINESS!
(Invite a widow to lunch)

RIDDLE ANSWER
They both weigh 

the same!  

 



LIGHTING MINISTRY TEAM
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When you have a church the 
size of Calimesa, there are inevitably 
numerous unsung heroes working in 
the background to make things operate 
smoothly. Once again, we are hoping 
to provide a bit of “singing” to the 
men, women and children who help 
with our church’s many media and 
technology needs. This time, we look 
at our tremendous lighting ministry 
team.

While one may assume lighting 
a church is as simple as the flip of a 
switch, there is much more that goes 
into brightening up the service. Prior 
to 2001, the church had a total of six 
300-watt incandescent bulbs to light 
the platform which also flooded the 
projection screen making it very hard 
to see. The congregation lighting had 
7 chandeliers which often obstructed 
viewing and video opportunities, each 
with about ten 25-watt incandescent 
bulbs. The arrangement was not ideal.

That’s when the church used a 
robust Christmas offering to undergo 
a $25,000 lighting project that would 
renovate the entire system. A new 
computerized control board would 
highlight the project, as would an ini-
tial installation of 20 new lights, with 
more being gradually installed year 
by year. There are now over 50 lights 
in the sanctuary. Most importantly, 
they can light the platform and the 
congregation without direct light on 
the projection screen.  They no longer 
obstruct video efforts as before.

The computerized lighting board 
also programs and controls the lighting 
for the stain glass windows at night for 
a blessing to the community.  

The 2001 lighting project was led 
by members Richard Parker, chair-
man, Jerry Kopitzke and Buz Star-
rett, with electrical wiring assistance 
provided by Danny Kohler and the 
design and construction of mounting 
bars and brackets provided by Ron 
Moran. 

Today, the team that rotates 
responsibilities include Ken Bietz, 
Jerry Kopitzke, Greg Margart, 
Steve Morrow, Richard Parker and 
Arwyn Wild.  As Parker says, “If we 
are doing our job correctly, no one 
should even know we are there!”

We are grateful to all of our won-
derful church heroes who volunteer 
their time and energy to make our 
community run smoothly!

by Aren Rennacker

MEET OUR NEW 
MEMBERS 

by Arlys Fillman 

Ryan Rosenthal
Ryan Rosenthal has grown up in 

the Calimesa church and is now a 17 
year old senior at Mesa Grande Acad-
emy.  He has attended school there 
since Kindergarten which makes him 
one of those special 13 year students.

Ryan, the son of Robert and 
Janice Rosenthal, has an older sister, 
Allison.  He loves traveling - this 
picture of Ryan was taken while on the 
MGA Social Studies Tour to the east 
coast of the United States last school 
year.  His sporting loves are kayaking 
and playing volleyball.  He also enjoys 
being involved in school activities and 
is running for the position of Student 
Association President at MGA.  

We wish you God’s blessing as 
you grow in Jesus.

Katherine Frykman

Katherine, daughter of Eric and 
Ayme Frykman, is 17 years old and is 
starting her senior year of high school.  
She is homeschooled through Dikaios 
Christian Academy and is especially 
interested in history and music.  Her 
hobbies around home are sewing and 
baking – she specializes in desserts. ☺ 

Some of you may already know 
Katherine from her dress sewing proj-
ect for girls in Haiti since you helped 
make the kits or sew the dresses.  Haiti 
is her mission location of choice.   She 
loves being outdoors and spend-
ing quality time with her family and 
friends.  As she thinks about the 
future, she is planning on pursuing 
a degree in nursing.  Her desire is to 
make the world a better place – even if 
it is just for one person!!!   God bless 
you, Katherine, as you serve others 
and share Jesus’ love.

Over the last eight months, we 
have had at least a dozen of our young 
people publically take their stand with 
Jesus through baptism.  What a joy 
that is for our church family!  The 
newsletter staff is looking forward to 
introducing all of them to you.  

There are also a number of other 
new members – by baptism and mem-
bership transfer.  We would encour-
age each of you to email aafillman@
verizon.net with a PICTURE and IN-
FORMATION about yourself and your 
family that you would like to share 
with the church family.  Thank you.


