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Ben Clausen Reaches New Heights in Learning

Ben Clausen, a physics 
and geology researcher at 
the Geoscience Research 

Institute and Loma Linda 
University, recently became 
part of a 29-person team 
which traveled to Tanzania and 
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro, the 
highest mountain on the African 
continent. His son-in-law was 
part of the group and invited Ben 
along. 

So it was that on Valentine’s Day 
this year, Ben said good-bye to 
his wife Debbie at the Ontario 
airport and caught a plane for 
DFW, Qatar, and finally landed 
at the Kilimanjaro airport, near 

Arusha, Tanzania.  Ben is quick 
to reassure, “Debbie was not 
forgotten on the holiday; we 
celebrated the day before.”

Ben’s routine conditioning 
physically prepared him for this 
adventure.  He is a runner who 
has completed no fewer than 15 
marathons. For many years he 
has done geology research in the 
Andes, including the Altiplano 
region of Peru at an elevation 
of 12,000+ feet, so his legs and 
lungs easily endured the thinning 
air of Kilimanjaro.  

It was helpful that the guest 
climbers needed to carry only a 

personal backpack with water 
and snacks, as the group was 
supported by a team of 105 
guides and porters who led the 
way and hauled amazingly large 
bundles of bedding, cookware, 
food and toilets up the 19,341 
feet volcanic peak. Still during 
the seven-day ascent the guides 
repeatedly called out poh-lee, 
poh-lee (Swahili for “slowly”) 
to remind climbers not to over 
exert and thus bring on altitude 
sickness. 

Scientist that he is, Ben enjoyed 
the volcanic geology as much 
as the glory of the summit, 
snapping numerous photos to 
illustrate the six ecological zones 
they passed through during the 
ascent. These proved useful as 
he spent another two weeks in 
Tanzania preparing for a 2023 
field conference there. (Yes, he’s 
going back!) Next year’s session 
will discuss earth history with 
students, teachers, pastors and 
administrators in the East-
Central Africa Division, as well as 
focus on valuable minerals in the 
area.  

Ben and the rest of the group 
found the trek up Mount 
Kilimanjaro a marvelous way to 
mingle with new cultures, learn 
geology and experience God’s 
creation!

by Damaris Matthews



Summer Greetings as we to “Live in Christ!”
by Darrin Thurber, Senior Pastor
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To God’s holy people, the 
faithful in Christ Jesus: 

Grace and peace to you from our 
heavenly Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

As we begin a new summer 
series in Ephesians, I can’t think 
of a better way to welcome you 
than to use this same greeting 
Paul used with the believers in 
Ephasus.

Paul started by reminding the 
Ephesians that they are “In 

Christ.” As Christians, we often 
talk about inviting Jesus into our 
lives, but Paul’s emphasis lies in 
living in Christ. His description 
is of a people who have changed 
their life geography to a home 
with Jesus - A place where grace, 
peace, and a new status as His 
holy people abound. 

This summer, our graduates 
prepare to move to a new school 
or job. For others, summer camp, 
mission trips, or family vacations 

are on the horizon. And still 
for others, changes in health or 
finances may keep you home. 

Whatever you do and wherever 
you end up, always keep in mind 
that you are 
invited to live in 
Christ and that 
His grace and 
peace surround 
you. 

 Vacation Bible School at Calimesa
by Danielle Berumen, Asssociate Pastor for Children and Young Families

The Egyptian Pharoph in the story of Joseph 
for one of the Bible Lessons

Many children look forward to 
Vacation Bible School during 

the summer and this year’s VBS 
did not disappoint. Church and 
community children came each 
night to sing, play and learn about 
our awesome God. The theme this 
year was “Monumental” which 
was set in the desert landscape 
of Monument Valley. The majestic 
rock formations, special plants and 
creatively-designed animals we 
saw were a daily reminder of the 
incredible Creator we worship. 

The tag line for this year’s 
theme was “Celebrating God’s 
Greatness.” The children learned 
that this great God we worship 
is a deeply relational, and loving 
God who cares for them. Each 
night the children learned a “Bible 
Point” which was a short phrase, 
repeated frequently throughout 
the program, to remind them of 
important Bible truths. Truths that 
we hope these kids will carry in 

their hearts, and find great joy and 
comfort in. 

On the first night, their Bible Point 
was “God loves you no matter 
what.” On the second night their 
Bible Point was “God is with you 
everywhere.” On the third night 
they learned “God is in charge.” On 
the fourth night they learned that 
“God is stronger than anything,” 
and this was demonstrated by the 
story of Jesus when he died and 
rose again to save us from our 
sins. The final night they learned 
that “God is surprising.” And our 
preschool group was reminded all 
week long that “God loves you.” 
With God on our side, no matter 
what we face in life, we can rest 
assured that God loves us, cares 
for us and will help us through 
anything. 

Our VBS finale took place on 
Sabbath morning, June 18. It 
included photo opportunities with 
all kinds of desert dwellers and an 

animal show that showcased how 
creative and awesome our God 
is. A special VBS worship service 
featured children and volunteers 
who participated in this year’s 
program. It was a wonderful way 
to wrap up the week, share what 
we learned, and celebrate God’s 
greatness as a church family. 



 ALFRED’S 

RIDDLE
Who can jump 
higher than Mt 
Kilimanjaro in 
Tanzania?

(answer on page 12)

The Book Case
by Bonnie Parker

3

 ALFRED’S 

RIDDLE
Did you hear 
about the semi-
colon that broke 
the law?
(answer on page 12)

Blessings

A contemporary adaptation of 
Ellen White’s book, Thoughts 

from the Mount of Blessing, called 
Blessings has been written by 
Jerry Thomas. This modern day 
paraphrase of the classic book 
makes ones devotional time 
meaningful as the reader focuses 
on the life and words of Jesus and 
what it means to be a part of the 
kingdom of heaven. 

This book can be ordered 
through the ABC or Amazon.

Calimesa Concert Series 
recently sponsored a concert 

featuring internationally 
acclaimed violinist Miclen 
LaiPang.  Joining 
the musical artist 
in a performance 
of sacred and 
classical works 
at Loma Linda’s 
Campus Hill SDA 
Church with Kimo 
Smith (piano) 
and Celia Chan 
Valerio (harp). 

This concert 
was sponsored 
by both The 
Calimesa Concert 
Series and the 
Campus  Hill Church.

From his boyhood in Redlands 
and Loma Linda, 26-year-old 
Miclen LaiPang has achieved 
global recognition on his way 
to being acclaimed by the New 
York Times as “a force to be 
reckoned with,” and by the 
German newspaper Die Welt as 
“a musician of daring virtuosity 
with gripping access and noble 
elegance.”  He now makes his 
home in Cologne, Germany.

Joining LaiPang in the Loma 
Linda performance will be 
Kimo Smith, professor of music 
and former chairman of the La 
Sierra University department of 
music in Riverside.  Active as a 
recitalist, featured soloist and 
collaborative artist, Smith holds 
a Doctor of Musical Arts degree 

from the University of California-
Los Angeles. 

Also collaborating in the concert 
performance was 
Celia Chan Valerio, 
adjunct professor 
of harp at California 
Baptist and La 
Sierra Universities 
and harp instructor 
at the University of 
California-Riverside.  
She holds a Bachelor 
of Music degree 
from La Sierra 
and master’s and 
doctoral degrees in 
harp performance 
from Indiana 
University.  She is 

active as a harp soloist, orchestral 
musician and international harp 
teacher and performer. 

LaiPang is also a dedicated violin 
teacher whose students have 
advanced to the Juilliard School, 
Eastman School of Music, Carnegie 
Mellon University, Yale, Indiana 
and other prominent institutions. 
He performs on a violin made 
by Jean-Baptiste Vuillaume, 
c.1850, once owned by Arthur 
Grumiaux, and with a bow made 
by Dominique Peccatte. Proceeds 
from this benefit concert will help 
LaiPang with the purchase this 
violin and bow.

Apart from his musical vocation, 
LaiPang says he enjoys cooking, 
surfing, rock climbing and petting 
every dog that crosses his path.

Benefit Violin Concert by 
Miclen LaiPang by John Parrish
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Congratulations to all of our graduates! We celebrate with you and are proud of you! Our 
prayers are for you as you continue in the next phase of your journey.

8th Grade 
Graduates

Skyla Wilson served her 8th grade 
class as Secretary. She received the 
Principal’s Award at graduation 
from Redlands Adventist Academy.

Johnathan Adey graduated from 
Mesa Grande Academy.

Ezra Kevin-Kian Enciso was the 
Secretary for his 8th grade class at 
Mesa Grande Academy

Caroline Frykman graduated from 
her homeschool 8th Grade.

12th Grade 
Graduates

Benjamin Allred served his class 
as president at Mesa Grande Acad-
emy. He graduated as a member 
of the National Honor Society and 
earned the 4.0 GPA medallions. His 
plans are to major in business at 
Point Loma Nazarene University in 
San Diego.

Jackson Benavides graduated 
from Mesa Grande Academy as 
a member of the National Honor 
Society. He plans on attending Cal 
State San Bernardino in the fall. 

Josh Haglund served as Class 
Senator his junior year and as 
Student Association Treasurer his 
senior year. He is a member of 
the National Honors Society and 
graduated with High Honors. His 
plans are to attend Walla Walla 
University to study actuarial sci-
ence.

Mark Janzen served as SA Legisla-
tive Vice and Parliamentarian. He 
received recognition high cumula-
tive GPA and the Medallion for a 
3.5 or greater GPA his senior year. 
He also received the Music Depart-
ment Student of the Year award. 
Majors he is considering are: avia-
tion, engineering, and psychology.

Tyler Parker served his senior 
class as Historian. He received the 
Principal’s Choice Award at his 
graduation from Upper Columbia 
Academy in Spangle, Washington. 
Tyler plans to attend Walla Walla 
Universith this fall. 

Jaden Melashenko graduated 
summa cum laude from Loma 
Linda Academy. He will study in 
Sagunto, Spain this summer, then 
an internship with Connect Med 
International (Rady’s Children’s 
Hospital & UCSD) next year. Future 
studies may include forensic sci-
ence, medicine or music.
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Congratulations to all of our graduates! We celebrate with you and are proud of you! Our 
prayers are for you as you continue in the next phase of your journey.

Hannah Lynne Rea served her 
class at Mesa Grande Academy as 
Religious Vice.   

Casey Moseley served as the 
Student Government Social Vice 
President during his 8th grade 
year at Mesa Grande Academy.

Allie Purse earned the Medallion 
for GPA of 3.5 or greater at Mesa 
Grande Academy.

Julianne Wills received recogni-
tion with an Academic Award 
for having a 3.5 or higher GPA as 
she graduated from Mesa Grande 
Academy.

Devin Bethurum received recog-
nition as a Mesa Grande Academy 
13-year student. His plans are to 
study psychology at Walla Walla 
University.

Jake Cox served his class as 
Student Senator his senior year at 
Mesa Grande Academy. He plans 
on studying criminal justice at 
Lubbock Christian University in 
Texas.

Samuel Gorton graduated from 
Mesa Grande Academy.

Hannah Pierce served her MGA 
senior class as Religious Vice 
President. She is a member of the 
National Honor Society, received 
the Academic Award for Religion 
and graduated with the Honor 
Cord for a GPA of 3.5 or above. She 
plans on studying orthotics and 
prosthetics.

Riley Smith served as the Student 
Association Technology Director 
in his senior year at Mesa Grande 
Academy. He plans to study 
computer science at Walla Walla 
University

Ryan Wolfe served as Student As-
sociation President his senior year 
at MGA. He received the Student 
of the Year award, the Caring Heart 
Award, and graduated with High 
Honors. He plans are to major in 
business management for his pre-
dental program.

Ethan Haglund graduated 
with Honors from Mesa Grande 
Academy. His plans are to attend 
Walla Walla University to major in 
business.

Compiled by Irmgart Mitchel

Collegiate 
Degree 

Graduates on 
page 8



For Father’s Day we asked:  What did you learn from your father?
compiled by Damaris Matthews

Bernie Tumangkeng – My parents ran a small 
shop in Indonesia that sold clothing and other 
items, so my father taught me a lot about 
personal finance and how to handle money.  
Sometimes he left me in charge of the shop 
and I learned to bargain with customers for the 
best sales. Sometimes they were annoyed that 
such a young man could best them, but most 
of the time we concluded the deal with both 
parties smiling.  Even today when I go to cer-
tain districts in Los Angeles, I bargain with the 
sellers.  From him I learned things they never 
taught in school.  

Chris Plata (with son Silas) – My birth father 
was not around much when I was growing 
up, but God sent a surrogate to mentor me.  
Pastor Doug Mace of Loma Linda University 
Church stepped in and connected with me as 
a youth. We started by just talking.  Then he 
introduced me to woodworking. He taught me 
how to operate lathes, table saws, sanders and 
other tools. Together we installed cabinets in 
the Sabbath School room.  When complete, we 
shared proud moments of achievement.  

Ronda Adey – I learned organization, thinking 
ahead and taking responsibility from my father. 
We were on a farm in Yakima Valley where I 
learned from a young age to “sucker” Concord 
grape vines, bring in the cows for milking and 
bottle feed the calves. You have to have these 
skills on a farm in order to keep plants, animals 
and people alive.

Rodney Vieau – What I learned from my 
father?  In a word, Wisdom! An important part 
of that is frugality.  Growing up on a farm in 
Wisconsin with two sisters, my father taught 
me to keep “needs” separate from “wants. That 
lesson has served me well as an adult. 

Letha Johnston – My father was a hard worker 
and that is a good thing I learned that from 
him, but he put his work before family.  He al-
ways said he would do something fun with us, 
but it never happened because he was always 
at work.  So conversely I learned not to prom-
ise my children what I could not deliver and to 
schedule days to really spend time with them.

Patty Day and Pam Knox – Growing up in 
Buena Park, CA, we learned three important 
lessons from our father:  1. Make decisions with 
both head and heart.  Don’t let emotions over-
rule your good sense.   2. Give teachers respect.  
We don’t always have to agree with what they 
say, but listen to and address teachers with re-
spect.  3. Save money for a rainy day.  One will 
always pop up when we least expect it. 
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For Father’s Day we asked:  What did you learn from your father?

Hannah Sandy – My father taught me to be 
inclusive and accepting of people, even the 
ones that may be looked down on.  One day 
when I was small and the family was sitting on 
the veranda, this guy who was known for not 
being “all there” and who didn’t smell so good 
walked by. We children were amazed that our 
father invited this man to come sit with us.  We 
children shrank away from this outcast and 
held our noses, but my father sat with him and 
carried on a conversation as if this man was as 
important as anyone else.  I learned a lot that 
day.   

Michael Giang (center) and his family – I 
learned from my dad the value of being pres-
ent and spending quality time.  He would come 
home after a long day’s work and play games 
with me and my siblings.  He never missed any 
of my sporting events, and even when I was in 
college, he would frequently drive up with my 
mom just to attend one weekend game, even 
when I wasn’t playing.  Looking back, I can 
see that it was a huge time commitment and 
something I truly appreciate!

Kyra Church – One principle I learned from my 
father is “be humble.”  He is known as a hard 
worker and is so accomplished in many ways, 
but he always stressed that we approach oth-
ers with respect.  Don’t be too proud to learn 
from others.

Glenn Savik – My dad was in the Air Force.  
When I was 10 years old, he served in Vietnam.  
He told me, “Be the man of the house” before 
he left.  At that age about all I could do was 
mow the lawn and keep Mom happy with help 
from my sister.  As the years went by and Dad 
left for other assignments a little more was in-
volved with being the man.  But what was the 
lifelong lesson from my dad?  He LOVED us!

Betty McAllister – Many years ago my father, 
Al Segreto, helped a few of our church mem-
bers by building cupboards in their kitchens 
and maybe even more. When I needed a car 
to drive to Lynwood Academy, A-1 mechanic 
that he was, my father found two older cars 
and turned them into ONE. The front of one 
was a bit beat up, so he took off that front and 
welded the rest of it to the other car that had 
a better engine.  We never knew whether to 
call it an Oldsmonac or a Pontimobile.  He was 
an uneducated master-mind with remarkable 
abilities who taught me to work with all my 
might. To me, he was perfect, my hero and I am 
beyond grateful to have had him as my father.  

Brian Haddad – My dad taught me how to 
drive a stick shift car.  I remember especially 
the challenge of driving from a dead stop to 
cresting the top of a hill while pumping that 
clutch.  It was frustrating at times, but I kept 
remembering that phrase, “It’s not the destina-
tion; it’s the journey.”  Mastering this skill took 
longer than I wanted it to, but it all turned out 
well in the end.
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Congratulations to our collegiate degree 
graduates! Compiled by Irmgart Mitchel
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Michael Davidson graduated with 
a PhD in Rehabilitation Sciences 
from Loma Linda University where 
he also received the Outstanding 
Doctoral Research Award.

Cameron  Barruga graduated 
from LLU School of Medicine. He 
is a recipient of the A. A. Her-
ber award. He was promoted to 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy and 
will begin a five-year Urology 
residency at Naval Medical Center 
in Portsmouth, VA.

Mark Hildebrand earned his PhD 
in Electrical & Computer Engineer-
ing from UC Davis. As a graduate 
software engineering intern for 
Intel Corporation, he was primary 
developer of Intel’s winning sub-
mission to the 2021 Neural Info-
Processing Systems billion-scale 
similarity search contest. 

Philip Hoch graduated with his 
Doctor of Musical Arts degree 
from UCLA Herb Alpert School of 
Music. He served as the Found-
ing Treasurer of the Inaugural 
School of Music Graduate Student 
Council. His plans are to teach 
music lessons and courses at the 
University of Redlands.

Alina Ricalde earned her Doctor 
of Dental Science degree from 
Loma Linda University, graduating 
with Honors in Pediatric Dentistry 
and received the American Acad-
emy of Pediatric Dentistry Award 
and the American Student Dental 
Association Award of Excellence. 
She is accepted into residency pro-
gram in Pediatric Dentistry at LLU.

Liam Davidson graduated with 
a BS degree in Computer Sci-
ence in embedded systems from 
Southern Adventist University. 
(Pictured here with fiance, Nicole 
Rodriquez)

Clinton Drew Riddle graduated 
with a BS degree in Nursing from 
Loma Linda University.

Gregory Shedd graduated from 
Loma Linda University School of 
Medicine receiving his Doctor of 
Medicine degree.

Charity Underwood graduated 
from Loma Linda University School 
of Medicine with her MD degree 
and received the Wayne Dysinger 
Award from the Department of 
Preventive Medicine.

Tylan Wilson majored in Cognitive 
Science and has a minor in Com-
puter Science from University of 
California San Diego. He graduated 
with honors.

Holly Wagner graduated with an 
AS degree in Physical Therapy As-
sisting from Loma Linda University.

Kirsten Soderblom  graduated 
from Loma Linda University School 
of Allied Health Professionals with 
a MS in Nutrition and Dietetics 



Random Acts of Kindness  compiled by Bonnie Parker
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Random Acts of Kindness  compiled by Bonnie Parker

Impression – God’s Nudging?
As told to Bonnie Parker by Cindi Wright

Many years ago, Iris Carey 
was a member of our 

Calimesa’s Contemporary Issues 
Sabbath School Class. Week by 
week this diligent student of the 
scriptures would come and freely 
share insights and opinions of 
her study with the class. I didn’t 
know her personally, but always 
benefited from her contributions 
to the class.  

One day, as I was going about my 
day’s activities, I had a strong 
impression to call Iris. I argued 
with myself, “Why should I call 
her – I don’t even know her!” 
But as impressions happen, the 
thought came again, “call Iris,” 
and again I dismissed it. 

The next day I again had an 
even more urgent impression 
that made me pick up the 
phone reluctantly (without a 
lot of enthusiasm), to dial her 
number. The sound of the voice 
on the phone was weak, barely a 
whisper, and I realized that she 
was obviously very ill. 

When I went over to check on 
her, I was alarmed at how sick 
she was! I asked if she had called 
her sister, Olivine Bohner. No, 
she hadn’t as she was visiting 
Guam. After I helped her feed 
the dog and quickly cleaned 
out her refrigerator, I drove her 
to the hospital, where she was 
admitted. 

Several days later I was saddened 
to learn she had passed away! 
Then, I was humbled that God 
had used me, even though He 

really had to work at getting 
my attention, to call Iris and go 
to her at the time she needed 
someone to help. 

Absolutely Nothing to 
Everything
by Joy Riddle

It was late fall, 1984, Alfred and 
I, ages 23 & 21, moved to the 

Calimesa area from Texas. He, 
to finish his graduate degree in 
Geology and me, to start my new 
job as an RN.  

I was six months pregnant, and 
frankly, just UNDONE! Already, 
working full-time 8 hr. night 
shifts for a few weeks had turned 
my world crazy. Alfred, at full-
time school all day and me at 
work all night.

The one thing we did together 
was the Calimesa Church choir. 
When we first came to this 
church, we were invited by a 
few of the “older” ladies (anyone 
older than 30!) to join. It was so 
much fun singing with everyone 
and really filled my need for 
family and friends – because we 
had very few in the area.

Our son, Tyler James, was due 
sometime around the first week 
of 1985. Mind you, our entire 
belongings fit loosely in a U-Haul 
van. We actually had nothing for 
a new baby. Not one shirt, diaper, 
blanket or bootie. Of course, 
we didn’t tell anyone that. I just 
figured we’d work it out when 
we had a little more income. 
Housing, food and gas for Alfred 

to get to school at La Sierra had 
become a priority.

But as the date of Tyler’s birth 
got closer, a very real fear welled 
up inside me. Finances were 
not improving, my school loans 
were still due and I could feel 
the despair insidiously taking 
over. I was looking at nice sized 
cardboard boxes that would 
make an excellent cradle. We 
didn’t even know anyone close 
that had a baby that I could 
maybe ask for a couple of out 
grown newborn shirts until we 
could figure out this parent thing. 

Unbeknown to us, the choir 
ladies were planning a surprise 
baby shower. I had never been to 
a baby shower. Really. It hadn’t 
even dawned on me that it was 
something people did. Thinking 
it was a choir get-together on a 
Saturday night, we anticipated a 
good time with our new friends. 

When we walked in to Alice 
Soderblom’s house, we suddenly 
realized we were the guests of 
honor. I can still feel the tightness 
in my throat, the lack of breath 
in my lungs and my eyes welling 
up, as I saw the gifts over in the 
corner – given by new friends 
that cared about us! I could 
barely take in the enormity of 
what was about to happen. Like 
what heaven will feel like – from 
absolutely nothing, to everything. 
From darkness, to light. 

Sometimes when I am quiet, I 
like to savor that moment again, 
and think how I can do that for 
someone else.



compiled by Damaris Matthews   
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Bits ‘n Pieces
compiled by Damaris Matthews   

With graduation still a year 
ahead, Krista Neuendorff 

was honored to receive the Wil 
Alexander Whole Person Care 
Award recognizing a student 
of the healing professions who 
demonstrates 
a growing 
excellence in 
the physical, 
mental, 
emotional, 
spiritual and 
relational 
care of their 
patients.

Deborah and Bryon Streifling 
have sold their Banning home and 
moved to Logan, UT near their son. 
Nicholas.  They are attending a 
small church of about 48 members, 
getting acquainted with neighbors, 
and building a new home.

Steve Dunbar had a paper 
published in the April 25 online 
version of the Marine Ecology 
journal, having to do with 
implications of prey abundance for 
turtle presence. A photo he took of 
a hawksbill sea turtle in the waters 
of Roatan, Honduras also graces 
the cover of that issue.  

George Pisenti, grandson of 
Barry and Lynda Randolph, is 
a member of one of Mammoth’s 
elite ski teams at age 16.  This 
requires rigorous training with 
his team from about 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m., Sunday thru Thursday 
which keeps them from regular 
high school attendance.  Team 
members keep up with class work 
by independent study and must 
maintain good grades to remain 

part of team.  Back in February 
George brought home the bronze 
medal for Half Pipe at the National 
Championship competition held at 
Copper Mountain, CO.

LLU School of Nursing selected 
former Calimesa member Liz Wise 
as Alumna of the Year, largely 
for her intense devotion and 
leadership in pediatric care and 
case management development, 
both at LLUMC and at Kettering 
Hospital in Ohio.  They now reside 
in Florida.

Michael Davidson’s poster, 
Feasibility Testing a Robotic 
Prosthetic Leg and Articulated 
Prosthetic Ankle Joint, was 
accepted for display in the Virtual 
Exhibit Hall for this year’s General 
Conference Session June 6-11 in St. 
Louis, MO.

Chris Becker and Lauren 
Wareham exchanged wedding 
vows in Redlands on June 12.  He 

is the son of Donna Becker Lesko 
and she is the daughter of Gerald 
and Dorothy Wareham who 
frequently play organ and piano at 
Calimesa Church.  The newlyweds 
make their home in Loma Linda.

Liam Davidson (son of Michael 
and Karen Davidson) is engaged 
to Nicole Rodriguez who 
graduated B.S. from SAU School of 
Nursing this month. They met at 
SAU and 
plan an 
October 
wedding in 
Florida, but 
will return 
to make 
their home 
in Southern 
California. 

Women’s Ministries, led by 
Libertie Haddad, continues to 
encourage our members.  On 
May 15 the group held a Ladies’ 
Tea during which Gail Mack and 
Beamy Thurber shared how God 
is working in their lives. On June 
26, they sponsored a baby shower 
for Pastor Danielle to welcome 
new son Judah.

The past few months have been 
eventful for the family of Menard 
and Pam Barruga: 



August Camp Meeting Events Return
by John Parrish,

Johnsson, author and past editor 
of the Adventist Review.  August 
13 speaker awaits confirmation 
at this time. August 20, will be 
Richard Rice, professor emeritus 
in the Loma Linda University 
School of Religion.  August 27 
will feature Maury D. Jackson, 
associate professor and special 
assistant to the president for 
diversity and inclusion at La 
Sierra University. She also holds 
a faculty position in the Loma 
Linda University School of 
Religion.  
Guest musicians throughout the 
August series include a blue-
grass musical group, vocal duo 
Kellie and Shannon Barnes, 

the Christian Edition men’s 
chorus, Marissa Wright (2022 
PSR Vocalist), vocalist Justin 
Shane Jordan and Steve Worku, 
a singer and recording artist.
A Calimesa camp-meeting 
tradition, the Haystack Banquet, 
will be overseen by our own 
Adey families following the 
opening-week service on August 
6, another free food event – the 
Vegeburger Feast – following the 
third service on August 27.
Other events will include a 
Sabbath afternoon vespers and a 
church social ending the week on 
August 27, a Ken Wright drama 
presented and the Calimesa 
Puppets on the opening Sabbath.
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Bits ‘n Pieces
compiled by Damaris Matthews   

At Rest
Virginia Jenson Oct. 29, 1926 – 
Nov. 30, 2021 (Piano teacher to 
many Calimesa members) 

Answer: He was given two 
consecutive sentences!

ALFRED’S 
RIDDLE

Connections Staff
Editor: Charles Castle chcastle@
gmail.com

Assistant Editor & Reporter: 
Damaris Matthews d52matthe@
yahoo.com

Copyeditor: Richard Parker

Beat Reporters:

• John Parrish (concerts, events, etc.) 
parrishto@hotmail.com

• Mike Fillman (News Mirror liaison) 
mfillman@mac.com

• Irmgart Mitchell (membership) 
pure1way@yahoo.com

• Bonnie Parker (general) rlpbrp@
roadrunner.com

We need you! Write for Calimesa 
Connections or help us stay current in your 
area of ministry.  Don’t want to write? 
Contact anyone listed above! 

“Old fashioned camp meeting” 
worship services will 

return to Calimesa Church 
this August. This is part of the 
dressed-down, programming 
reprising the spirit of old tent 
meeting of the past.   
Puppets, food, drama, special 
guest speakers and musicians 
are all in the mix of community-
oriented programming to which 
Calimesa residents and other 
friends are warmly invited, 
Guest speakers are Adventist 
thought leaders, developing an 
aspect of the series theme Loving 
People.  
Beginning August 6, is William 

• Daughter Carly completed 
a Pediatrics residency. With 
husband Kelvin Duongthey they 
are enjoying their new daughter, 
Audrey born December 31, 2021. 
Carly now 
begins a 
three-year 
fellowship 
in Forensics 
at LLU with 
the goal of 
becoming a 
Child Abuse 
Pediatrician.

• Son 
Cameron married Nadine 
Fuentes on May 15, 2022.  His 
graduation from LLU School of 
Medicine (May 29, 2022) was 
also his birthday. The next day 
the newlyweds began driving 
to Virginia where as a newly 
promoted Navy lieutenant, 

Cameron begins his 
five-year Residency 
in Urology at Naval 
Medical Center in 
Portsmouth. Yucaipa 
Rotary hoists banners 
to recognize currently 
serving military 
personnel from our 
area. Cameron’s 
is flying at the west end of 
Myrtlewood Street.



New Members

Daniel and Hannah Sandy 
came from Sierra Leone, West 

Africa in 1996 They currently 
reside in Beaumont and though 
retired, Daniel spends much of his 
time in Sierra Leone as Mission 
President.

Hannah studied nursing and 
currently works at Crafton Hills 
College. The Sandy’s have three 
adult children, Jewel (in North 
Dakota), Jenny with her husband 
(in Maryland) and Joel (in Colton). 
They have two granddaughters as 
well, Isabelle and Lily-Hannah.

The Sandy’s love the Lord and 
God’s people and are excited 
and grateful to be a part of our 
Calimesa Church family.

Thought for the Day 
Compiled by Irmgart Mitchell

We want to welcome the 
Stevens family into our 

Calimesa Church. 

Tait works at LLUMC in the Clinical 
Lab. He enjoys Jeeping, jokes/puns, 
cooking, and baking bread.  

Robyn is a retired educator. Her 
enjoyments include reading, 
gardening, and walking/hiking.  

Sara just finished seventh grade 
at Loma Linda Academy. She plays 
the clarinet, helps with the sound 
board on the Jr. High Campus 
Ministries Technology Team and 
participates in the Lego Robotics 
Team. The family resides in Loma 
Linda.
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The last several years I 
have experienced intense 

disappointment, frustration and 
even anger as the necessary 
permits that needed to be issued 
by the government agency of 
Honduras-ICF were promised, 
but did not materialize for us 
to continue conducting our 
ProTECTOR, Inc. sea turtle 
research in Honduras. Our 
continuous and solo 16 year 
history of research on sea turtles 
throughout the country didn’t 
seem to help us obtain the 

necessary permits we needed to 
continue our work.  

Sometimes the things that 
discourage us most, can result 
in opportunities to lift our 
hearts and voices in the greatest 
praise. A change of the Director 
for the Wildlife division of ICF 
was instrumental and a turning 
point to enable the newly elected 
government of Honduras to 
hear and to grant the necessary 
research permit to ProTECTOR, 
Inc. Instead of needing to go 
through the process on an 

annual basis, the permit was 
issued as a 10-year open permit 
so that our research would not 
be interrupted again as long 
as we were willing to continue 
our work in the country. We are 
now able to continue with our 
research during this current 
2022 summer research season!

Certainly, the Lord has work 
for us yet to do in Honduras. I 
want to use these experiences to 
remind myself and others of the 
amazing ways God can turn our 
situations of discouragement into 
opportunities for us to lift His 
name in praise. 

From Discouragement to Praise
by Stephen Dunbar

- Audry Hepburn

Steve working with Anna Salinas on putting 
sample information into a database in Roatan, 
Honduras

Nothing 
is 

impossible

says,
I’m possible

THE WORD ITSELF


