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What words begin your day?
 Your morning routine may lead you to first 
think about your “phone.” Perhaps you begin by 
telling a family member, “Good morning!” Some 
may have nothing on their minds but “coffee!”
 Now consider the words that begin your 
conversations.
 “Good morning, hello, how are you?” A 
letter might begin with “Dear.” All words that have 
become familiar to us. We may say them and not 

even give much thought as to their meaning.
 Paul began his letters with the words “grace and peace.”
 These are words that are easy to read and skip over. Familiar words we may 
take their meaning for granted. They are important words inspired by God and 
intentionally shared with Pauls’ recipients.
 Grace is love demonstrated by giving. In the gospel, grace is unmerited 
divine favor. Grace begins with God, bestowed upon the people of God. Grace 
comes with benefits for the recipient. A pastor once visited the south for the first 
time. After he ordered, the waitress brought out the food. He noticed a different 
looking food on the plate and inquired as to what it was. The waitress said, “grits.” 
The pastor said, “I did not order or pay for any grits.” The waitress responded, 
“Honey, here you don’t order it, and you don’t pay for it, you just get it!” 
Grace—you don’t order it, and you don’t pay for it, you just get it!
 The word peace can mean there is calm and goodwill between God and 
humans in addition to a state of reconciliation and wholeness among a group of 
people.
 Two words that Paul began with his letters with were Grace and Peace.
 As you read this article, my prayer is that you hear loudest grace and 
peace. Living in the midst of some of the oddest and challenging times many of us 
have faced, we need those two familiar words more than ever before. Grace—a 
grace that begins with God, a grace that pardons our sin, a grace that bestows 
blessings, and a grace that brings peace—lasting peace between God and people 
and people and one another.
 Many of Paul’s letters were penned to churches facing questions, new 
beginnings, uncertain futures, and significant trials. When Paul wrote his letters and 
began by saying, “grace and peace,” he was not just going through a religious 
formality. Paul is trying to deeply form the people of God. He wants these two 
words to be the first two words that come into our minds when we think about 
God, and for that matter, when we hear from Paul.
 Psalm 46 says God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. God helps by bringing grace and peace to us.
 There are many concerns on our mind today: social distancing, economic 
challenges, and health concerns. Our mind is tempted to dwell in these places of 
high anxiety. Would you receive the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ? In 
the midst of chaos, would you allow those words of grace and peace to form this 
season? Would you consider sharing that grace and peace?

John Whitten
Lead Pastor, the gathering

NEW HERE?
Welcome to Pioneer Drive! 
If you’re new to Pioneer 
Drive, we want to meet you. 
During this time of social 
distrancing and COVID-19, 
we encourage you to go 
online and fill out out a 
Connection Card at 
pioneerdrive.org/connect. 
One of our friendly sta� 
members will reach out to 
you by phone or email. 
We’re excited to meet you!

Our mission is to 
LOVE GOD SUPREMELY.

LOVING OTHERS

REACHING OTHERS

HELPING OTHERS



The spring of 2020 has certainly been a season like no other. Indeed, Covid-19 has caused sickness, significant loss of life, and 
financial hardship for many people. We are all ready for this season to be in the rearview mirror as we have also experienced 
God at work in new and fresh ways.
 Recently, stay-at-home restrictions have been lifted in Texas and businesses are beginning to open. Our church 
leadership has been praying and meeting about what re-starting in-person ministry at Pioneer Drive may look like. As we have 
been meeting, we want you to know we have been guided by three driving factors:
 

 Based on these three factors,  Pioneer Drive leadership is working on a three phased approach for re-opening our 
church building for ministry based on guidelines from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/) and recommendations from local health professionals and governmental 
authorities. This phased approach is based on our community reaching several indicators, which we will be monitoring closely 
before advancing to the next phase.
 We plan to send a church-wide survey out in mid-May to hear from you as to what you are thinking concerning a return 
to church and what that might look like as we prepare our facility and plan for ministry going forward.
 What follows is our tentative plan based on current indicators and reasonable projections that are subject to change.

Phase 1: (Tentatively May)
•Worship and Bible Study continues online and by radio
•May 18: Church-office re-opens on a rotating basis
•Mid May: Survey distributed via e-mail

Phase 2: (Tentatively June)
•June 1: Office re-opens to church staff
•June 7: Worship is held online, by radio, and  in-person on the
   Pioneer Drive Campus with social distancing protocols in place
•Vulnerable populations encouraged to join by radio or livestream

Phase 3: (Tentatively July)
•Worship is held online, by radio, and in-person
•July 5: Bible Studies and Sunday School classes resume
•Vulnerable populations encouraged to attend with social distancing

Again, this plan is fluid and subject to change. Many more details will be released and preparations made as we get closer. 
However, we desire that you know what we are preparing and praying for, and hope you will join us in this prayer. If you have 
any questions, feel free to contact the church office during business hours (325-692-6776) or e-mail us info@pioneerdrive.org.

Our desire to express our love through protecting the health and safety of guests, church members, 
and especially our most at-risk members (1 Corinthians 13:1-13).
Our desire to be re-united in person with our church family for worship, prayer, Bible Study, fellowship, 
evangelism, and ministry (Acts 2:42-47).
Our desire to be good citizens, seek the welfare of our city (Jeremiah 29:7), and honor the guidelines 
and recommendations set out by governing authorities (Romans 13:1-7).
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Our D�rs
Re-opening

BY RADIO @ 9AM
ON AM1560

ONLINE @ 9AM &10:30AM 
PIONEERDRIVE.TV

JOIN US SUNDAYS
FOR WORSHIP:



701 S. Pioneer Drive
Abilene, TX 79605

Download the 
Pioneer Drive App

Like us on Facebook
@pioneerdrive

Visit our website
www.pioneerdrive.org

The Vision is Pioneer Drive’s 
monthly newsletter. Learn 
about our latest news and 

upcoming events. 

For more information, call us 
at (325) 692-6776 or email 

us at info@pioneerdrive.org.

We sure are thankful for the staff members at our church. They do a 
wonderful job of ministering to us and serving us with their gifts. 
Take some time to show your appreciation to these staff who have 
had a recent anniversary: 

April: Jeff Scott (11 years) 

May: Pam Click (10 years), Eric McElhaney (4 years), Terence Waldron 
(3 years), Jamie Arrington (17 years), Tammy Lunbeck (5 years), Mario 
Luevanos (6 years)

STAFF ANNIVERSARIES

If any Pioneer Drive member needs more immediate help with things 
like groceries or prescriptions that we can deliver to you, call our 
help hotline at 325-695-8336. 

If we do not answer, leave a message with your information and we 
will respond promptly.

You can also email us: pioneerpickups@pioneerdrive.org.

HELP HOTLINE

If you want to make giving a part of your worship this week, you still 
can by mail or by giving online.

To give by mail, you can mail your tithes to the church or drop them 
off at our secure drop box on the South 7th circle drive.

To give online, visit our website at pioneerdrive.org/give.

GIVING


