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During the COVID-19 pandemic most of us have 
cataloged our own list of those things we deem to 
be “indispensable” for daily living. Your list would 
probably differ from my list. (Does yours include 
three-pint containers of Braum’s Peppermint Ice 
Cream? For me, that’s an indispensable.)
 God’s Word sets forth His list of 
indispensable things for life. Each is found in a text 
of the New Testament and a study of them would

make for a good sermon series. They all begin with the word without:

 • Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (Hebrews 9:22)
 • Without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6)
 • Without works faith is dead (James 2:26)
 • Without holiness no man shall see God (Hebrews 12:14)
 • Without love I am nothing (I Corinthians 13:1-3)
 • Without discipline (chastisement) you are not sons (Hebrews 12:8)
 • Without Me (Christ) you can do nothing (John 15:5)

 As I write my last vision article as your senior pastor, I’d like to focus on that 
final “indispensable” from John 15:5. It really sums up the other six. Jesus declared 
“without Me, you can do nothing.”
 This message is addressed to believers as Jesus reminds us that He is the 
one indispensable element in every Christian’s life. He is the Vine; we believers are 
the branches. Thus, a vital essential relationship is implied. As the vine is to the 
branches, so is Jesus in the life of every believer.
 Throughout history, people have tried to approach God from virtually every 
direction except the one way He desires. He cannot be reached through religious 
activity or any amount of good deeds. The only way a relationship can be 
established with God is through the one way He has provided – faith in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus in the vine, the true source of life. As branches we are totally dependent on 
Him. 
 Two responsibilities are described in this verse (John 15:5). First, we are to 
“abide/remain in Christ.” This is a very practical command – to simply maintain the 
relationship we have with Christ. Relationships, just like vines and branches, require 
attention. We remain in Jesus by being faithful in the disciplines of the Christians 
life.
 Second, we are to bear fruit. Fruit in this context is simply producing 
evidence of our relationships to Jesus. When you love someone, you want to serve 
them in any way you can, as well as tell others about them. In a healthy relationship 
with Jesus, we will do the same.
 Church family, abide in Christ always. Speak with Him daily. Let His word 
abide in you. Love one another and encourage one another as He has commanded. 
Support those who lead the church just as you have supported my family and me. 
Give of your best to the Master. He certainly gave His best for you and for me… and 
it has truly been a blessing experiencing that together at Pioneer Drive.

Grace to you,

Pastor Stan
Senior Pastor

F r �  � e  P a s t o r ’ s  H e a r t NEW HERE?
Welcome to Pioneer Drive! 
If you’re new to Pioneer 
Drive, we want to meet you. 
During this time of social 
distrancing and COVID-19, 
we encourage you to go 
online and fill out out a 
Connection Card at 
pioneerdrive.org/connect. 
One of our friendly sta� 
members will reach out to 
you by phone or email. 
We’re excited to meet you!

Our mission is to 
LOVE GOD SUPREMELY.

LOVING OTHERS

REACHING OTHERS

HELPING OTHERS



SERVICE TIMES: 9AM & 11AM CELEBRATION WORSHIP & THE GATHERING | NO CHILDCARE
Per the bylaws, the Pastor Search Committee will make their formal announcement and present 
their candidate for the next Senior Pastor of Pioneer Drive, Dr. John Whitten, in all four worship 

services.

Sunday School is able to resume for Adult classes who do not need childcare. Be sure to contact 
your Sunday School Leaders to learn if your class is able to resume.

JULY 5: PASTOR SEARCH ANNOUNCEMENT & ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

SERVICE TIMES: 9AM & 11AM CELEBRATION WORSHIP & 10AM THE GATHERING | CHILDCARE 0-4YRS
The Pastor Search Committee's candidate for Senior Pastor, Dr. John Whitten, will preach at all 

worship services in the morning. Note the different times for services.

That evening, members will be given the opportunity to vote by secret ballot in one of two ways:

1. Attend the worship service at 5PM to vote.
2. For those unable to attend the evening service, there will be a drive-thru vote from 2-4PM under 
the covered parking on the South end of campus. Deacons will be there for you to cast your vote.

JULY 12: JOHN WHITTEN PREACHES IN VIEW OF A CALL & CHURCH VOTE

SERVICE TIMES: 9AM & 1030AM CELEBRATION WORSHIP & THE GATHERING | CHILDCARE FOR ALL 
This day will be our first Sunday back to regular worship times with childcare, Sunday Schools, and 

ministries fully back up and running.

We will recognize High School Seniors this day as well as host the High School Choir Home Concert 
in the evening. We hope you'll join us for a wonderful day of worship!

JULY 19: SERVICES, SUNDAY SCHOOL, CHILDCARE, & MINISTRIES RESUME

JUNE 28, 2020
CELEBRATION SUNDAY

SERVICES @ 9AM & 11AM
CHILDCARE UNAVAILABLE

Hear from our Pioneer Possibility Campaign Leaders and 
learn about how faithful our church family was in their 
pledging, how the building process will move forward, and 
how you can play a role in the days to come. This Sunday will 
mark the start of the campaign when we begin fulfilling our 
pledges. Join us for a joyful celebration of all that God is 
doing through Pioneer Possibility!

UPCOMING EVENT

SUNDAY. SUNDAY. SUNDAY.

BY RADIO @ 9AM
ON AM1560

WATCH ONLINE @ 
PIONEERDRIVE.TV

JOIN US SUNDAYS
FOR WORSHIP



LOCATED AT 2554 BARROW
(NEXT TO DRUG EMPORIUM)

JULY 23: PREVIEW SALE, $5 ENTRY, 7–9PM
JULY 24: FREE ENTRY, 8AM–6PM

JULY 25: FREE ENTRY, EVERYTHING HALF PRICE, 
8AM–NOON

BOYS & GIRLS 1ST-6TH GRADE
EARLY REGISTRATION & RATE ENDS JUNE 30

DEADLINE IS AUGUST 1ST
SIGN UP ONLINE @ PIONEERDRIVE.ORG

SUMMER
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

W
ORLD’S LARGEST GARAGE SALE

UPWARD FLAG FOOTBALL



JUST COMPLETED 1ST-5TH GRADE GIRLS/BOYS
ONLY 24 SPOTS AVAILABLE, JULY 20–23

DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS JULY 3
SIGN UP ONLINE @ PIONEERDRIVE.ORG

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND FRIENDS
$10 FOR T-SHIRT, FRIENDS ARE FREE!

6PM, JULY 26–30, CHECK IN @ CAFE
SIGN UP ONLINE @ PIONEERDRIVE.ORG

SUPER WEEK



VBS SUNDAY SCHOOL
What: 5 Sunday VBS Sunday School Event

When: July 19, 26 and August 2, 9 and 16

Kids are invited to stay from 9-11:45am to get 
the full VBS experience for these 5 Sundays.

Where: Your child’s regular Sunday School 
room

Why: To get back to Sunday School and learn 
more about Jesus

Pick up a VBS shirt Sunday, July 12th from 
8am-12pm or Monday, July 13th thru 
Thursday, July 16th from 8am-1pm in the 
Children’s Ministry office. Sizes are limited. 
First come first served.

August 2
3rd

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

A U G U S T  1 6 t h ,  4 – 6 P M
C O N F E R E N C E  C E N T E R

The Sunday School Rally marks the start of the new Sunday School year,
an important day at the end of each Summer. We will use this time to
gather and prepare for a new year of study, worship, and serving.



Participate in a Q&A session and ask your 
questions to John and the Pastor Search 
Committee.

Note that times are available for different 
groups in order to accommodate everyone 
and to spread the attenders out so that social 
distancing can be followed.

Don't miss this opportunity to have your 
questions answered!

Times:
•Primetimers on Wednesday, July 8th @ noon
•Church Members on Thursday, July 9th @ 7PM
•Sunday School & Church Leaders on Saturday, July 11th @ 10AM

Location: Sanctuary

Q&A WITH DR. JOHN WHITTEN

Kickoff EventsKickoff Events
s

Bunco & Bundts
August 23rd, 6PM

Conference Center

Bowling, Axe Throwing, 
& Retro Arcade

August 26th, 6:15PM
Primetime Social



NEW
MEMBERS

BRETT & ALLISON EMMETT
BAKER EMMETT
CHARLIE EMMETT
DAVIS EMMETT
ADDILYN KATE SCOTT
JOHN & RHONDA WRIGHT
KERRIGAN WRIGHT

We sure are thankful for the staff members at our church. They do a 
wonderful job of ministering to us and serving us with their gifts. 
Take some time to show your appreciation to these staff who have 
had a recent anniversary: 

Meredith Summers (4 years), Althea Berry (4 years), Gina Wheeler (3 
years), Cindy Fox (19 years), Gayla Mize (10 years), Carmen Vazquez 
(4 years), Tonia Villalobos (8 years), Veronica Coronado (19 years), 
and James Rosser (2 years)

STAFF ANNIVERSARIES

701 S. Pioneer Drive
Abilene, TX 79605

Download the 
Pioneer Drive App

Like us on Facebook
@pioneerdrive

Visit our website
www.pioneerdrive.org

The Vision is Pioneer Drive’s 
monthly newsletter. Learn 
about our latest news and 

upcoming events. 

For more information, call us 
at (325) 692-6776 or email 

us at info@pioneerdrive.org.


