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“Thanksgiving is Necessary” 

“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord.  Let us shout aloud to the rock of our 

salvation.  Let us come before Him with Thanksgiving and extol Him with music 

and song.”  (Psalm 95:1-2) 

I have heard some people say, they are bypassing Thanksgiving this year because 

there is nothing to be thankful for.  Granted the world today seems pretty grim 

especially in light of Covid-19, racism, violence, and who wants to talk about 

politics?  Not me!! 

Sharon and I have lost three (4) family members in the past six (7) weeks and as I 

write this article, my Uncle Ed French has gone on to glory.  But even in such 

difficult and tragic times in our nation’s history and our daily lives, we should 

recognize God’s grace is active and sufficient for our every need.  In these times, 

we should draw even closer to God and rely on his care, hope, peace and grace.  



Don’t leave His side.  He has not and will not abandon His people.  (Hebrews 

13:5) 

One of my favorite hymns is “Count Your Blessings” 

Count your blessings, name them one by one. 

Count your blessings, see what God has done. 

So, count your blessings Friends; do not give up on Thanksgiving.  Friends, God 

will get us through Covid-19 and He will continue to provide each of us with new 

measures of grace for each situation and day.  Thanks be to God! 

Friends, make this Thanksgiving Season one to remember by “counting your 

blessings, one by one”. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
Pastor Barry & Sharon 

And 

Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 
Worship with us…. Sundays @ 10:00 am 

    In Ministry Together…. Rev. Barry C. French          Director of Music…. Sam Mohn  

Organist/Pianist … Bonnie Hamer        Office Secretary…. Leona Krepps  

Groundskeeper/Custodian…. John Hoso            

 

***************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   The Memorial Book in Wesley Hall has been 

updated from November 2019 through September 2020.    

Memorial Committee Chairperson, Merrily Rogers 
 

 

                 

      FINANCES FOR August and September 2020 

                                                                                                                    

Invoices                                $  7,886.00 

Payroll                                  $  7,717.00 

                         Total                                  $15,603.00  

                                    Income (Tithes and offerings)          $16,677.00 

                                                 BALANCE                           $ 1,074.00 

 

 

 

    

 

 

~~Rachel Circle News~~ 

The October Rachel Circle meeting was held in Fellowship Hall on 14th October. 

There were nine (9) members present.  The memorial donation in honor of Joyce 

Shively and Sue Bullock was discussed but no decision was made at the 

meeting.  A decision will be made at the November meeting.  Becky Hanks 

presented the program on the good and bad effects of the Corona 

Virus quarantine.   

The November Rachel Circle meeting will be held in Fellowship Hall on 11 

November at 1pm.  Please bring a sack lunch and drink of your choice.  Pat 

Pfeifer will present the program.  Social distancing will be observed.   All ladies of 

the church and guests are invited to attend.  If the meeting is canceled due to the 

virus, members will be contacted.  If there are any questions, please call Linda at 

330-652-1628 or Becky at 330-652-1597. 

God Bless You and Stay Safe.         

 

 

 



 
~~Beautiful table decorated in Narthex!!~~                  

                                                                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many of you know that we could not have our 

Community Meals in house, but we still wanted to feed the community.  We had 

a drive thru dinner and served over 243 meals.  We would like to thank everyone 

who volunteered in the kitchen, making desserts, and donating to the 

mission.  We received many compliments on how good the meals were but 

mostly how our church makes sure that people have a hot meal.  We even had 

meals delivered to individuals who could not make it out of their homes; and we 

would like to thank Colleen Aliberti for that.  Also, Peggy Sansom and Joyce 

Bowman who ran back and forth many, many times making sure everyone 

received a dinner.  Hopefully, soon we will be able to have our meals in our 

Fellowship Hall.  Again, thank you for your support in this mission.   

Sam and Patrice 
 

        

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

         
Well the holidays are almost here; Patrice will be selling her pumpkin rolls and 

Snickerdoodle Bread once again.  Pumpkin Rolls are $8.00 and Snickerdoodle 

Bread will be $5.00 per loaf.  Orders for Thanksgiving will be due by November 

15th for delivery the week of Thanksgiving.  For Christmas, orders will be due by 

December 12th for delivery the week of Christmas. If you would like to order, you 

can call or text Patrice at 330-718-7134.  There will be a signup sheet in the 

Sanctuary also.   Thank you!!  Patrice 
 

                            

                                                         

Do you get the January BLAHS??? If so, we are 
putting together a craft class in January.  We plan to make 
Valentine and/or St. Paddy’s wreaths.  If you are interested, please 
contact the office 330-652-1439.  More information will follow in 
December Messenger.   Merrily & Leona 
 

~~CHOIR PRACTICE ~~ 

Beginning Wednesday, 04 November, choir practice will begin at 6:00 pm and 

continue to Wednesday, 16 December at 6:00 pm.  There will be NO choir 

practice on Wednesday, 25 November. 

 
 

 

 

 



~~ From the desk of Ann Wright~~ 
We have been reading the past months about the people who help in the church.  

As we write about them, we think about the past and the people who have 

contributed and are now gone.  Please realize this is from memory.  Most of our 

records were destroyed by our 1951 fire.  If you have names you want included, 

please let Leona know and she will get them to me so I can incorporate them for 

our next month’s issue of the Messenger.   

In the past I would like us to remember the Usher’s Club.  This group, directed by 

attorney Paul Hodge, was young men between seventh grade and 20 years old 

who dressed in sports coats and ties.  They would gather in the back of the 

church and as the service started marched to the front and sat in the front of the 

section.  Four boys stayed behind to take the collection.  It was an impressive 

sight.  It had to be abandoned after the fire.   

Another older memory was of brothers Frank and Bob Wick.  They were trustees 

and graduated to the building committee for the new church building.  They had 

an uncle in Pennsylvania who was contacted and used his job as a banker to loan 

the church the money to build the new facility.  

Many others helped – Bill Jensen served as head of the building committee.  

Charles and Dick Templeton and Bob Bullock called themselves the 

bushwackers as they cut down the brush so the surveyors could mark where the 

new church would stand.  This saved the building committee a lot of money.  

Many hands helped with the landscaping of the church.   

Lots of people helped with the construction of our new building.  C.H. Mergler, 

one of the trustees, noticed a week before the grand opening of the new building 

that the 4th thru 6th grade room was taking in water.  He brought his shovel and 

dug the dirt down to the bottom of the wall (presently the Chapel and the Youth 

Room) and laid tile to catch the water.  He did this quietly with no one to help 

him.   

When the church had its grand opening in April 1955, one of the staff was 

Virginia Coates (Meckler) who took care of the pre-kindergarten room.  She 

was so popular with the children and their parents that they kept begging for her 

to stay for the next round of children.  The next class, kindergarten, was manned 

for several years by Alma Fox and Barbara Caldwell and several high school 

students.  Next grades 1-3 and 4-6 were headed by Jean Winyard.  

 



 

Other teen classes and adult Sunday School classes were scattered around the 

church.  One of the most popular classes was the Workers for Christ class which 

met every 3 weeks in the evening because several of its members worked shifts.  

The class was taught by Letha Williams and her daughter, Charlotte Rankin.    

One of the most popular and loved teachers was Jean Wiseman.  She also 

served as a parish visitor.   

Vi Pelton used her teacher’s skills to talk to the elementary classes.  They 

remembered her as the woman whose clothes always matched.  Adding to our 

list of teachers was Betty Fonderlin.  All of the classes she taught loved her. 

Two of our favorite helpers were the team of Virginia Allen and Bobbie 

Williams.  Bobbie and Ginny helped in the office, the kitchen and served as 

leaders for tables at Youth Club and just about wherever help was needed. 

Ralph and Peggy Archer lived close to the church, so they kept an eye on the 

building and made sure it was taken care of. 

When Betty Pollard was no longer able to get to church, she remembered all the 

members by sending birthday cards. 

Another retired minister, Norm Purdum graced us with his membership. 

Dick & Joan Ries taught us and sang with the choir. 

Alfreda Robinson blessed us with her birthdate of over 100. 

One of our churches most faithful members was Hazel Craytor.  She lived to be 

over 100 years old and was a member all that time. 

Ted Sloban cut meat for our dinners. 

A.I. and Quo Smith were great teachers. 

The Spowarts, Bill and Norma, were a great help in the office, kitchen, and 

worked for the GAB Sale and quietly watched out for members. 

Merle Fick designed the altar and chapel decorations. 

Bud and Carol Glunt served on many boards. 

Kathie Hafely taught and worked at community meals. 

Henry Heyer sang in the choir for many years. 

Jane Holloway served as a fundraiser for United Methodist Women. 

Virginia Johnson, Fran Kistler, Carolyn Lorent were all members of United 

Methodist Woman. 

 

 



 

 

A group of men (One of whom was A.W. Bullock) met at the Masonic Temple 

(our substitute church) and handed down chairs from the balcony and set them 

for our Sunday services. 

After his retirement, Arnold and Yvonne Beckwith lent a hand with teaching.   

Filling in for the minister when he had to be absent was John Rutherford.  He 

spent a lot of time in research for his sermons.  He also played the piano and 

accompanied the organist. 

A big help with many things but especially in the kitchen was Betty Bissell. 

Doris Bollinger helped with the office work on the secretary’s day off and her 

husband Ed helped in the kitchen.  

Blanche Williams was a member of the United Methodist Women and agreed to 

help with and furnish the kitchen and managed the meals they made for profit. 

Helen Ginnicks took over in the kitchen and cooked for many occasions. 

Dolly Bullock was a leader of the United Methodist Women.  Others were Esther 

Bunchy, Bernie Burriss, and Margaret Collier. 

Lois Davidson served many roles.  She was a Sunday School Superintendent, 

kitchen helper, GAB sale worker – a worker with help to all members. 

Ada Mergler worked in her kitchen making caramels with a secret recipe – 

turning the profits into the women’s society who agreed to furnish the kitchen of 

the new building 

Bill and Fran Boyer worked as a team.  She as director and teacher of the Jack & 

Jill Nursery School, and he as the church’s treasurer.  He retired that position to 

be the head usher. 

Claude Westfall served on many of the church’s committees. 

Our church has been made of many people and we feel thankful for them all. 

                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Finance Meeting 10/13/2020 

6:00 p.m. Chapel 

Present: Pastor Barry, Richard Hanks, Colleen Aliberti, Judy George, Patrice Kish, 

and Sam Mohn 

Investments: 

Dan Betts from Morgan Stanley gave a recap of our investments. We are doing 

very well. As of 10/12/2020 we have $725,073.00 total in investments. We also have 

close to $10,000 on hand in cash if needed. The current value of the Jackson Life 

Annuity $133,755 with a guaranteed annual income of $ 8,344.12 to be paid each 

year in April. Dan did make some suggested adjustments: 

CGA:  Income and Parnassus 

Raise Parnassus fund by $10,000 after the election. Take 5K from both BSV and 

BGNIX 

UMA: Stonebridge preferred Stack and Sailent Forward tactical Revise from 72/28 

to 65/35. 

Annuity:  Moderate Growth 80% 

Nasdaq 100 10% 

Infrastructure 10% 

After discussion among the committee members we agreed to go with Dan’s 

suggestions and adjustments. 

New Business: 

General Fund as 10/13/2020 $ 13,448.00 

Last 10 wks. offerings totaled $19,263 

Average $1,926 and budget works from $2,135 per week 

Special funds:  Merged Bell, Choir and Organ funds all into the Music Fund. 

Sam mentioned that once the funds in the music fund are exhausted where will the 

funds come from to have the organ and pianos maintained? Patrice suggested 

merging the women’s retreat, Christmas tea and monies in the youth fund and 

adding them to music. It was agreed upon. 

No Meeting in November due to charge conference. 

Sam closed with prayer.    Submitted by Sam Mohn recording secretary. 



 

 

CLOTHING DONATION SHED 

NEW UPDATE 

ST. PAULY TEXTILE, INC. 

 

Hello friends, 

 

It's been a month since we last wrote to you, so we'd like to take the opportunity 

to provide another update. We have some good news - international distribution 

is picking up again, and we're starting to work through the huge backlog of 

clothing we've had in storage. As a result, we've even been able to reopen a few 

of our sheds in certain regions of our operations.  

 

The majority of our sheds are remaining closed for the time being, and we don't 

yet have a good estimate of when we'll be able to reopen your shed, but we at 

least wanted to share with you that things are moving in the right direction! 

 

Sincerely, 

The Team at St. Pauly Textile, Inc. 

 

*If you have any questions, please feel free to respond to this email, or to call us at 

(585) 924-7941. 

Amanda Pirolla 

St. Pauly Textile, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 2020       

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

8:15 am 

Adult Sunday 

School 

2 3 

 

4 

6:00 pm Choir 

 

5 

 

6 7 

8 

8:15 am 

Adult Sunday 

School 

 

9 10 

6:30 PM 

Charge 

Conference 

 

 

 

11 

6:00 pm Choir 

 
 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

15 

 

8:15 am 

Adult Sunday 

School 

14 17 

 

18 

6:00 pm Choir 

 

 

 

19 

 

20 21 

22 

8:15 am 

Adult Sunday 

School 

23 24 

 

 

25 

NO Choir 

 

26 

 

27 28 

29 

8:15 am 

Adult Sunday 

School 

 

30      

 
 



 

 

                          

01   Andrew Moyer            10  Ralph Lee Blair          21   David Hafely                                               

04  Leona Krepps   15  Janet Jones               26   Marjorie Jones 

05   Dan Taneyhill   17  Chuck Phillipson       27    Merrily Rogers 

09   Lolly Symcheck            20  June Braun                       Triston Hafely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      



PLEASE LISTEN UP!!! YOU may think we have your 

name and all your information on file but what if we do not.  

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT, if you have not already filled out the 

form below.  Complete the following form (by PRINTING), place your 

form in the tithing box at the sanctuary entrance or mail or bring to the 

Church office.   You may have moved or changed your phone 

number and forgotten to notify the church.   …..we appreciate your 

help…..To those that have already completed and returned the forms, 

thank you so much for making things a little easier for me. 

Contact Information 

NAME 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS 

_______________________________________________________________  

 CITY  _____________________________STATE _______________ 

ZIP_____________________ 

CELL PHONE NO. _________________  LAND LINE PHONE NO. 

___________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS ________________________  

DATE OF BIRTH (optional)    Month __________      Day _________ 

If you would like to receive “The Messenger” in an e-mail, please 

check  

   YES ___ or NO ______. 

 

      

       



NILES FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

608 NORTH CRANDON AVENUE 

NILES, OHIO  44446 

 

      

       

       

 

   

 


