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the messenger 

2021        
Niles First United Methodist Church  

~~growing together in our knowledge, love, and service of God~~ 

 

~~ Springtime Hope ~~ 
By the time this article reaches you, we will already have shared in our “Ash 

Wednesday” virtual service, February 17th which marked the beginning of our 

Lenten Journey. 

The word Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon Lencten which means “Spring”.  

Needless to say, I think everyone is ready for spring to arrive, regardless of the 

prophecy of the groundhog! 

The Lenten Journey is marked by forty (40) days, excluding Sundays, which brings 

us to the glorious day of Easter/Resurrection glory!  During this time, we are 

challenged to evaluate our personal spiritual lives.  We need to be honest in our 

self-examination of who we are in Jesus Christ.  In our honest self-examination to 

review our personal approach to reading and studying God’s word; our time 

spent in prayer and simply listen to God’s Holy Spirit; have I sought to nurture the 

“Fruit of the Spirit” within my daily life?  (Galatians 5:22-26)  It is also a time to 

seek forgiveness and be forgiving. 

May each of us be challenged by the Apostle Paul’s words “Continue to work out 

your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and 

to act according to his good purpose.  (Philippians 2:12-13) 
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May God Bless each of us in our own personal endeavors to grow in God’s grace 

this Lenten season.  

 

In Springtime Hope, 
Pastor Barry 

 
 

Worship with us…. Sundays @ 10:00 am 

    In Ministry Together…. Rev. Barry C. French          Director of Music…. Sam Mohn  

Organist/Pianist … Bonnie Hamer        Office Secretary…. Leona Krepps  

Groundskeeper/Custodian…. John Hoso         

 

 

 

~~ LENTEN SCHEDULE ~~ 

February 17th                       Ash Wednesday Service 

 Virtual Service which may be viewed at any time 

February 28th – March 21st   Theme:  “The Old Rugged Cross” 

 

March 28th                            Passion/Palm Sunday  

                                             10:00 am Worship 

                                             Prayerfully in-house worship and live stream 

April 1st                                 Holy Thursday Services  

                                             In-house worship and live stream 

April 2nd                               Good Friday 

                                             Virtual service 

April 4th     Easter/Resurrection Glory 

     10:00 am Worship 

     Prayerfully in-house worship and live stream 
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 FINANCES FOR January 2021 

                   Invoices                                $  5,838.00 

Payroll                                  $  4,044.00 

                         Total                                  $  9,882.00 

                                    Income (Tithes and offerings)          $  9,391.00 

                                                 BALANCE                           $    491.00 

 

 

 

What a Pleasant Surprise ~~~ As a member of First Church I have always 

participated in the men's fundraiser of submarine sandwiches for Superbowl 

Sunday.   Sadly, I thought I couldn't participate this year because of the distance 

between us.   Imagine my surprise when a package arrived on Bridget's doorstep 

with all the fixin's for submarine sandwiches!  It is so nice to be remembered. 

Thanks to all of you and especially Patrice who sent the package.  It still had ice in 

it; and, we all had subs for supper.     Ann Wright 

 

 

 We will be selling our hot cross buns (half dozen) for Palm Sunday.  I will be 

making my snickerdoodle bread also.  If you would like to order, please contact  

 

           
 

Patrice (330-718-7134) or call the office (330-652-1439).  Cost is $5.00 for half 

dozen hot cross buns or $5.00 for snickerdoodle bread.  Thank you!! 
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We would like to say THANK YOU to all who ordered subs this year.   We made 

282 subs.  The funds from this will help our Community Meals and other church 

functions.  To all the volunteers, THANK YOU so much for your time in helping 

this ministry be successful!! 
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Lectionary Colors 

Many of you who attend church regularly probably do not notice the liturgical 

colors in the sanctuary.   

There are many liturgical seasons that different denominations celebrate.  During 

each season, or time of year, specific colors are worn, churches are decorated, 

and portions of the scripture are read to celebrate.  The 8 most common seasons 

in western Christianity are:  Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost, 

Ordinary Time, Advent and Christmas.  

The Methodist Church has adopted the following colors for the liturgical year.  

Purple or Blue is the color for the Advent season.  Purple represents royalty while 

Blue is considered Mary’s color – for hope.  Advent begins 4 Sundays prior to  

Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. 

White is the color for Christmas Eve and the season of Christmas.  White 

represents the coming of light.  This season starts Christmas Eve and runs 

through Epiphany (January 6) 

White and Gold are the colors for the season of Epiphany.  The white is for purity 

and the gold represents the royalty of the Wise Men who arrived to see Jesus.  

White is also for the baptism of Christ.  This season lasts from January 6th until 

Ash Wednesday. 

Purple is the color for Lent.  Purple represents royalty and penitence.  Lent begins 

on Ash Wednesday and ends one week before Easter. 

Purple, Red and Black are the colors for Holy Week.  The red represents the blood 

shed by Jesus and the black symbolizes darkness.   

White, Gold and Festive colors are the colors for Easter.  Easter represents new 

life, and the colors are symbolic of new life in the flowers and trees as spring 

begins. 
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Red is the color for Pentecost.  The red illustrates fire or the Holy Spirit.  You can 

also supplement the red with gold and orange.  Pentecost falls on the 50th day 

after Easter.  

Green is the most used color.  It represents ordinary time.  Green illustrates 

growth in Christ.  Ordinary time occurs following Pentecost until Advent begins in 

the fall.   

Other events within the church can have color representation.  For instance, 

White can be the color of weddings, communion, baptisms, or confirmations.   

Liturgical colors within Christian liturgy signify different seasons and times of 

year.  Each season has its own mood, meaning and type of prayer.  Each color has 

its own meaning and feeling and can be seen worn or hung throughout the 

church during specific times of the year.  

As you attend worship services, take note of the colors and feel the meaning and 

grasp the mood of the season.  

 

 

 

 

Rachel Circle News ~~ I hope Rachel Circle members are remaining safe.  It is 

my hope that the circle can have a monthly meeting starting April 14th, provided 

the COVID-19 continues to decline and more people are vaccinated.  Members 

will be notified where the meeting will be held in the church.  Stay safe and God 

Bless You.    Linda 
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…..From the Music Stand of  

Sam, Your Choir Director….. 

The month of March we are knee deep in the season of Lent.  We are on a 

journey.  Just as we journey through Advent to the manger scene… so too in Lent 

are we on a journey… a journey, not to the manger, but a journey to the cross of 

Good Friday and journey to the Empty Tomb of Easter Sunday.  

On the first Sunday in March, the choir will be singing a new anthem titled “How 

Beautiful.”  Here is a small glimpse of the lyrics that paint a beautiful picture for 

us… 

How beautiful the hands that served 

the wine and the bread 

and the sons of the earth. 

How beautiful the feet that walked 

the long dusty roads 

and the hills to the cross. 

How beautiful 

is the body of Christ. 

On the 2nd Sunday of March, we will be singing an anthem “Come Ye Sinners”.   This 

is actually a hymn from our hymnal.  The invitation hymn “Come, ye sinners, poor 

and needy” dates from 1759, when it was published in Joseph Hart’s Hymns 

Composed on Various Subjects under the title “Come, and welcome, to Jesus 

Christ.”  Hart (1712-1768) was born in London, where he became an independent 

Calvinist preacher converted by the Moravians.  This hymn never made it into any 

of the collections published by John and Charles Wesley, perhaps because Hart 

was critical of one of John Wesley’s sermons in a tract he published, “The 

Unreasonableness of Religion, Being Remarks and Animadversion on the Rev. 

John Wesley’s Sermon on Romans 8:22.”  According to Baptist hymnologist 

William J. Reynolds, “the hymn has been a favorite of evangelicals in the United  
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States for two hundred years.”  The anonymous refrain, beginning with “I will 

arise and go to Jesus,” makes a rather oblique reference to the parable of the  

Prodigal Son.  The refrain was found in Southern hymnbooks as early as 1811, 

according to hymnologist Ellen Jane Lorenz.  Mr. Reynolds calls the refrain one of 

the “old-fashioned camp-meeting ‘spirituals,’” in which such short choruses 

“floated” from text to text, serving as a refrain for an appropriate longer hymn. 

 On the 3rd Sunday of March we will sing “ O Sing a Song of Jesus”.   Benson’s 

hymn, “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem,” was composed in 1899 and included in his 

collection, The School Hymnal (1899). Though composed to a tune from 1873 by 

A.P. Howard, “O Sing” is now paired with the English folk tune KINGSFOLD, 

arranged by the inimitable Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) in 1906 for 

the English Hymnal.  “O Sing” has remained a part of many denominational and 

interdenominational hymnals to the current time.  “O Sing” tells the story of 

Jesus’ birth, growth to adulthood, ministry, and death and resurrection in four 

stanzas.  In the words of Linda Jo H. McKim, editor of the Presbyterian Hymnal 

Companion, “This hymn is one of the best poetic portrayals of the life of Christ.” 

Each stanza presents a scene in the drama of Jesus’ life—Bethlehem, Nazareth, 

Galilee and Calvary. 

Just as the narrative of Jesus’ life was propelled forward by continually increasing 

tensions, so the text, too, moves toward to a climax, each stanza becoming more 

intense as the crux of the story—quite literally, Jesus’ death and resurrection—

approaches.  Benson’s portrayal of Jesus’ life serves much as a Sunday school 

series would—to make personal those moments in Jesus’ own life that are of 

greatest value to modern-day believers.  

And finally, on Palm Sunday when we wave our Palm branches high the choir will 

sing a well-beloved anthem of choir members who gone before us entitled “The 

Palms” by Jean Baptiste Faure.  

See you in church in person or online             Sam 
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“PERSEVERE IN PRAYER” 

Friends, our God is one of relationships.  He is passionate about our relationship with 

Him and all our relationships within our lives.  Frankly, this is how we are wired and 

designed.  Each one of us was created in the image of our Creator “God is Love!”  Yes, we 

have been created to nurture, love, and care for others both in our immediate sphere 

and beyond. 

Yes, our intercessory prayers stand beyond our families, our friends and church families.  

They reach out to a chaotic world and our grand nation which is divided.  We have 

opened our eyes, hearts, and minds to the truth that our adversary Satan and his fallen 

angels are hard at work because they realize their time is limited by God’s perfect plan.  

Yes, God still reigns!  He is in control of all world events.  But he has caused---is calling 

his universal church to enlist as “Knee soldiers” and prayer warriors.  When God’s people 

pray, we release his awesome power in our lives and throughout this world. 

Jesus said, pray this way “Our Father, who art in heaven, holy is your name”.  Then he 

gave the “partnership phase” as a key “Your kingdom come; you will be (a promise) done 

on earth as it is in heaven”.  In short, God has said, “What you ask me to do as we partner 

in prayer on earth, I’ll answer with my love, my power, my wisdom and in my time with all 

the force of heavens thrive engaging whom and what you ask me to engage”. 

Knowing this is true during Lenten Seasons, we should earnestly pray to God for the 

intervening grace within our personal lives, our families’ lives, our church’s life and within 

this world. 

The Apostle Paul writes “be cheerful no matter what happens.  This is the way God wants 

you who belong to Christ Jesus to live”.  (I Thessalonians 5:16-18, The Message) 

Friends, this Lenten Season, let each of us “Persevere in Prayer” to be knee soldiers and 

ask the good Lord to do a mighty work within our lives, our families’ lives, our church 

family and within this world and the United States of America.  Amen!!  Amen!!    

Praying together, 
Pastor Barry 
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COMMUNITY MEALS!  Our church will be having our Community Meals for the 

months of March and September.   With the pandemic, our month of March will be a 

drive thru only.   With COVID getting worse the need for meals is growing.  We are 

asking for desserts to be donated. There will be no limitation on what can be made due 

to it being cold.  We will package them up.  We are also asking for monetary donations. 

We serve over 100 meals.  If you would like to donate, please put on the memo line on 

your check Community Meals.  We appreciate any help!  If you would like to help cook 

and/or pack up the meals, we will be in the kitchen on Thursdays any time after 12:30 for 

drop offs of dessert and volunteering!  Thank you for your continued support in this 

ministry.  If you have any questions, please contact Sam or Patrice. 

 

Did you know?   St. Patrick was originally from England.  When he was 16 years of age, 

he was kidnapped by a group of Irish raiders who were attacking his family’s 

estate. They took him to Ireland where he spent six years in slavery as a 

shepherd, living outdoors and away from people.  Patrick dreamed of 

converting the Irish people to Christianity.   

One night in a dream a voice spoke to Patrick and told him it was time to 

escape….To do so, Patrick walked nearly 200 miles from County Mayo, where it 

is believed he was held, to the Irish coast.  After escaping to Britain, Patrick 

reported that he experienced a second revelation—an angel in a dream told 

him to return to Ireland as a missionary.  Soon after, Patr ick began religious 

training, a course of study that lasted more than 15 years.  After his ordination 

as priest, he was sent to Ireland as a missionary thus following thru with the 

dream to convert the Irish.  

According to legend, St. Patrick was actually born Maewyn Succat.  He changed 

his name to Patricius, or Patrick, which derives from the Latin term for "father figure."  

St. Paddy's Day started as a religious celebration in the 17th century to 

commemorate the life of Saint Patrick and the arrival of Christianity in Ireland. 

This “Feast Day” always took place on the anniversary of Patrick's death, which 

was believed to be March 17, 461 AD. 
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      2021 

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURS. FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 

 

3 

 

6:00 pm Bell 

6:45 pm Choir 

4 5  6 

7 

 

8 

 

9 
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1:00 pm NO 

Rachel Circle  

 

6:00 pm Bell 

6:45 pm Choir 
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12 

 

13

 

14 

 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 
 

 

6:00 pm Bell 

6:45 pm Choir 

 

 

18 

 

19 20 

 

21 

 

 
 

22 23 

 

6:30 pm 

Leadership 

Meeting 

 

24 

 

6:00 pm Bell 

6:45 pm Choir 

 

25 26 27 
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28 

 
 

29 30 31    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

02  Terri Johnson             09   Sara Mohn Cheff     22   Tom Gudaiatis 

03  Christina Faith            12   Gaye Blair                23   Tony Kelly 

05  Barbara Irwin              13   Dawn Maxwell         24   Marilyn DeCesare 

      06   Cheryl Spowart           16   Amy Anos                25   Carol Roberts 

07   Diana Symcheck                Maliya Ott               26   Debra Fink 

                      Bran Hafely        
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PLEASE HELP DECORATE OUR WORSHIP SERVICES FOR 

EASTER WITH BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS 

Please call your order in to the office, 330-652-1439, or 

place orders in the offering plate or mail them to the church.  

Make checks payable to “Niles First UMC” putting “Easter Flowers” 

in Memo.  

                                PLEASE PRINT 
                    Order Deadline is 22 March 2021 

NAME:   ______________________________________________ 
PHONE: ______________________________________________ 
          Cost                     No. of Plants 
Hydrangeas      $12.50     _____________ 
Easter Lilies            $  8.00                 _____________ 
Red Tulips                             $  8.00     _____________ 
Yellow Daffodils                   $  8.00     _____________ 
Purple Hyacinths                 $  8.00     _____________ 
TOTAL COST $ _____________     NO. OF PLANTS: ________    

NOTE:  Plants may be taken home after 11:00 am  

   Easter Sunday Service, 04 April 2021 

PLEASE PRINT 
Given “In Memory of….” or “In Honor of…..” (please specify) 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
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