
 
1 

 

       2021   THE MESSENGER 

 
NILES FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

608 NORTH CRANDON AVENUE, NILES, OHIO 44446 
             330-652-1439 
 
 
             THE ULTIMATE FRIENDSHIP 
   

“Dear Christian Friends at Niles First, ever loyal to the Lord: 

        This is Pastor Barry and Sharon writing to you, chosen by 

God to be Jesus Christ’s messengers.  May His blessings and 

peace be yours, sent to you from God our Father and Jesus 

Christ our Lord”.  (Ephesians 1:1-2) 

        This is a typical greeting that the Apostle Paul would begin 

his letters with to the churches at Rome, Ephesus, Colossus etc. 

I paraphrased it because Sharon and I greet you as our 

“Christian Friends”. 

        We have lived long enough to know that very few things in 

this world, “if any”, matter as much as family and friends.  Over 

our seven (7) years and four (4) months with you, we have 

nurtured a true friendship.  Friendship is defined as “a 

relationship of mutual affection between people.  It is a strong 

form of interpersonal bond” which includes expressions of 

kindness, caring, showing respect, laughing together, crying 

together, celebrating together and upholding each other in 

prayer”.                                     

                                                                     Sharon and I have been blessed to have been in ministry                           

                                                            with seven (7) different churches within this East Ohio  

                                                            Conference over the past thirty-nine (39) years.   We have    

                                                            nurtured many wonderful Christian Friends.  The good Lord has 

                                                            truly blessed us abundantly.              

 

 

 

Worship with us. 

 Sundays @ 10:00 am  

In house or Live stream 

    In Ministry Together….  

Rev. Barry C. French        

   Director of Music…. Sam Mohn  

Organist/Pianist … Bonnie Hamer    

Office Secretary…. Leona Krepps  

Groundskeeper/Custodian…. 

 John Hoso         

 

 
 
 

 

Dogwood outside Wesley Hall Library 
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        But each year as we “mature”, we realize with more intensity, the truth of John Penne’s words 

that any friend’s death diminishes me”.  All these wonderful friendships that each of us nurture are 

invaluable and when any of them receive their victory, there is a true void in our hearts and lives. 

But thank the good Lord for the promise of a greater hope “Then I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away and there was no longer any sea.  I saw 

the holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying “NOW the 

dwelling of God is with humankind and He/God will live with them.  They will be his people, and God 

HIMSELF will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no 

more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away”.   

        He who was seated on the throne said “I am making everything new!  (Revelation 20:1-5). Amen!! 

        Just think:  One day those who are in Christ, who can honestly call him their “friend” will one day 

fellowship with him and each other on a new resurrected earth.  

        Friends, our ultimate friendship will be with our Savior, Lord, Friend and coming King but we will 

continue to nurture friendships for all eternity.  Looking forward to our future together. 

        We have been blessed to have served our Lord together.  Keeping you always in our prayers. 

Your friends always, Blessings, 
Pastor Barry C. & Sharon A. French 

 

 

  
 

 

 

          

                                                   ~~FINANCES FOR April 2021~~ 

                        Invoices                         $  8,434.00 

       Payroll                          $  4,312.00 

                         Total                     $ 12,746.00 

       Income (Tithes and offerings)       $ 14,758.00 

                                                        BALANCE              +  $  2,012.00 
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~Rachel Circle News~~ 

       On May 14th, Eighteen Rachel Circle members enjoyed an outing to the Medici Museum to view 

the Norman Rockwell paintings on display.  Afterwards members had lunch at Giorgio's Restaurant.  A 

pleasant time was had by all in attendance. 

       June 9th will be the next Rachel Circle meeting.  It will be the annual picnic held at 5:00 pm in the 

church fellowship hall or outside weather permitting.  Please bring a casserole or dessert to share, 

your own table service and lawn chair, if possible.  Drinks will be provided.  Pat Pfeifer and Becky 

Hanks will present the program/entertainment for the evening.  FOOD FOR THOUGHT….what 

miracle have you experienced in this past year??  All church members and guests are 

welcome.  Mark your calendars for June 9th.  Come and enjoy an evening with your church 

friends.  RSVP to Linda at 330-652-1628 or Becky at 330-652-1597.  Linda Belcastro 
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~~From the desk of Ann Wright~~ 

We are continuing thoughts of the history of our church.  In 1957, Rev. Anderson was 

appointed to a new position and Niles First Church received a new minister, Rev. Robert Courtney.   

This was a big plus for us as the Rev. Courtney was high on the list of speakers and was well 

regarded in our district.  He may have been well regarded but he was looked on with some skepticism 

in our church by those in our congregation.  This was because he was modern, and his wife wore a lot 

of makeup and our older members had to get used to it.  The makeup won out and the two of them 

became very popular.   After two (2) years in our church, there was a change in the district and 

leadership had once again changed. Rev. Courtney was appointed a district superintendent.   

1959 found Rev. Elmer Stratton in our large, beautiful pulpit.  Rev. Stratton was also a 

particularly good speaker but was outspoken and hurt many feelings.  His wife was also outspoken.  

He had two (2) or three (3) children.  They were typical preacher’s kids and were a little rough.  In 

time, the family moved back to New Jersey.  This did not go over well with some the leadership of the 

church.  

In 1961, Rev. Glen Tennell took over the reins of our church.  He was an old-fashioned type of 

preacher.  I admit I do not know a lot about Rev. Tennell as I was living out of town at that time. I 

understand that he was kind. 

I moved back to Niles in 1965, and Rev. Dale Ganyard was leading the church.  I’ll talk more 

about Rev. Ganyard and his wife next month.  

 

We have decided to take on two (2) weeks of meals in the month of June since no one will be hosting 

that month.  We will be having our drive-thru meals on 10 June and 24 June from 4:30 pm – 6:00 pm 

We are asking for desserts.   However, since the weather will be getting warmer, we are asking for 

anything that can be bagged such as cookies, brownies (not frosted), 

donuts, etc.  We are also asking for fruit such as apples and oranges.  

We appreciate all help along with any monetary donations.  Our 

meals help so many people in the community and each and every 

single one of them are so grateful for them.    

When we call upon our church family each and every one of you 

answer, and we could not be more appreciative of all of you!!  If you 

have any questions, please contact Patrice Kish 330-718-734. 

Thank you. Patrice  
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Our beautifully decorated Chancel was done by 

Sharon French and Sam Mohn 
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Tables in the Narthex created by Elaine Walker 

 

MOHER’S DAY 
 

 
 

MEMORIAL DAY 
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“The Family of God” 
       Some fifty (50) years ago, Bill and Gloria Gaither wrote a chorus called “The Family of God”.  The 

beginning line shares “I’m so glad I’m a part of the Family of God”.  This truly affirms Sharon’s and my 

hearts over the past forty (40) years of our ministry together.  During this time period, we have had 

the privilege of serving seven (7) churches:  Damascus U.M.C., Bedford First, Medina First, Sugarcreek, 

Niles First U.M.C., Tallmadge First and Sawyerwood U.M.C. 

       These Churches of East Ohio Conference represent a part of “The Family of God”.  Sharon and I 

would share with you, we were not worthy of such an honor, but we thank the good Lord for “calling” 

us together into the life of “His Church”.  What an incredible journey! We are truly blessed. 

       We know that the good Lord isn’t finished with us yet, so we look forward in anticipation to what 

he has planned for us in our future together. 

       It has been our honor once again to serve with you as a part of the “Family of God”. 

       A special thanks to Leona, Richard, John, Sam, Patrice and the Leadership Committee for their 

support, encouragement and assistance over a very challenging two (2) years together.   

To God be the Glory! 

We could never say thank you too much: 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 

Serving together – Always! 
Pastor Barry and Sharon 
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Patrice is looking for someone to help her on Sundays to run the camera to do 

the live stream when or if she cannot be here.   If you are interested, please 

give her a call at 330-718-7134. 

 

 

 

 

May you be blessed 

 by the Lord,  

the maker of heaven and earth. 

Psalm 115:15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               06   Bill Shields   13   Judy Shields   20   Bill Jones 

     07   Chuck Phillips  14   Chad Ries   24   Carolyn Lorent 

          09   Dick Bullock   15   Shawn Spowart          Nathan Hafely 

     10   Jeff Wallace   16   Doris Beck   29   Martha Richards 

  Rebecca Edwards  18   Scott Gudaitis   30   Frank Starkey 

  Doug Sansom 
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JUNE 2021      

un Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 3 4 5 

6 

 
  

7 8  9 

5:00 pm - ??? 

Rachel Circle  

Picnic  

10 

4:30 – 6:00 pm  

Community 

Meals  

(drive-thru)  

11 12 

  13 
 

  

14 

 

15  16 17 18 19  

20 

 
  

21 

 

22 23  24 

4:30 – 6:30 pm 

Community 

Meals  

(drive-thru)  

25 26 

27  28 John Wesley’s 

Birthday (1703) 

    

29 30    
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NILES FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

608 North Crandon Avenue 

Niles, Ohio  44446 

 

 


