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~~PRAYERS FOR OUR NATION~~ 

     04 July 2020 will mark the 244th birthday of this grand nation.  Throughout the history 

of our country, countless men and women have been called to make great sacrifices by 

giving of their time and, at times, their very lives that we might enjoy “freedom, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness”.   With every challenge we have faced (are facing 9-11, 

Covid 19, Continual Racial Struggles), we have risen to meet every challenge of a new 

day.  But the truth remains, we cannot overcome all our present challenges alone.  We 

must humbly confess our need of a higher help!  We must turn toward God!  We must 

renew our trust I God.  Yes, we have strayed away from our first love.  We still affirm 

verbally “In God We Trust”, but do we really? 

     Frankly, our future as a God-centered nation is a true concern.  It’s time that 

individuals, churches, communities, our leaders at every level humbly return to God and 

pray for forgiveness and ask the good Lord to renew His favor and blessings upon us. 

    George Washington wrote:  “It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God 

and the Bible.”     

     Listen again to the words of David:  “Blessed in the nation whose God is the 

Lord”.  (Psalm 33) 

    

 



 

 

    Don Nori in his book entitled “The Hope of the Nation that Prays” writes: 

A praying nation is a powerful nation.  She has confidence and assurance that is 

unparalleled among the world’s community because she believes in the very 

power of the creator of the heaven and the earth. 

     Abraham Lincoln wrote “I have been driven many times upon my knees by the 

overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go.  My own wisdom and 

that of all those around me seemed insufficient for that day”. 

     Should we be so bold to say….Wouldn’t it be wonderful if our national, state 

and local leaders felt the need to be found on their knees before God Almighty 

asking for forgiveness, guidance and protection. 

     We can begin the process individually and corporately as a church.  So I am 

asking each individual reading this article to make a covenant (a promise) to pray 

for our nation, her leaders; our state, her leaders, our local mayor and community 

leaders that the good Lord would supply each of them with new wisdom and 

grace as they deal with the chaotic and difficult issues of our society and world 

today.  May each of them and each of us realize God is waiting for us to fall on 

our knees in prayer to Him.  Yes, He is waiting for us to trust Him. 

IT IS TIME!  LET US PRAY! 

Sixty-two (62) days to return to God 

Praying for our nation. 

Please read Psalm 33. 

      Pastor Barry C. French 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 Worship with us…. Sundays @ 10:00 am 

In Ministry Together…. Rev. Barry C. French      Office Secretary…. Leona Krepps 

Organist/Pianist…Bonnie Hamer   Choir Director….Sam Mohn 

Groundskpr/Custodian…. John Hoso 



                                             

                  FINANCES FOR April 2020 

                                                                                                                    

Invoices                                $  6,751 

Payroll                                  $  3,390 

                         Total                                  $10,141 

                                    Income (Tithes and offerings)          $13,805 

                                            Balance                                  $ 3,664 

 

 
                    FINANCES FOR May 2020 

                                                                                                                    

Invoices                                $  4,923  

Payroll                                  $  3,715 

                         Total                                  $  8,638 

                                    Income (Tithes and offerings)          $10,697 

                                            Balance                                   $ 2,059 

 

 

NILES COMMUNITY SERVICES FOOD PANTRY ITEMS for the month of July are 

macaroni and cheese and for the month of August - peanut crackers/breakfast 

bars.  Please feel free to donate whatever you would like to donate because 

pantries are running low. 

 

 

~~Rachel Circle News~~ 
Rachel Circle will continue to abide by the mandate of the Methodist Church until 

the Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.  We will not have meetings until everything is 

back to normal.  Becky and I will notify all members when the meetings will 

resume.  Stay safe.     Linda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

These ladies are members of the “Quilts from the Heart”.  Some of you may be aware 

that the Quilters meet once a week on Tuesday and make blankets for traumatized 

children.  They took the time to make and donate the many masks that some of our 

congregation is wearing.  A WARM THANK YOU goes out to these ladies!! 

 

 

 
  JoAnn Heinbaugh and Sue Gagne   Elaine Zirkle and Vera Orosz 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

When we talk about people who help in the 

church, we often think of people who belonged 

to our old “friendly church on the corner.”  

Our focus this month is on Nancy Malone.  

Nancy was born in Akron, Ohio in 1937.  She was 

baptized at North Hill Methodist Church in 

Akron.  Nancy’s dad worked for Goodyear Tire 

and Rubber in Akron and was offered and 

accepted a job in sales at American Welding in 

Warren.  When she was in first grade, she 

attended Washington School and Niles McKinley 

High School.  Nancy attended Mount Union College and Youngstown State 

University.  For thirty-four (34) years she was a grade schoolteacher in Niles 

teaching at Jefferson School and then later moved to Washington School. 

Nancy attended the Methodist church as a small child and has many memories of 

Sunday School activities.  Nancy has quietly performed many supportive jobs 

over the years.  She was the secretary of our Administrative Board for over twenty 

(20) years.   She currently assists in the folding/mailing of our monthly newsletter, 

“The Messenger”.  

Not only is Nancy a good steward to our church but she has spent a lifetime 

paying homage to the City of Niles.  She taught at Jefferson School and then later 

moved to Washington School.  The beautiful oak cabinet in our Good News 

Room is from Nancy’s school room at Washington.   

After retirement, she joined a group of ladies who take care of the flowers at the 

McKinley Memorial.  She previously volunteered at the Butler Art Museum and is 

active in the Niles Historical Society.  Nancy also is an active member of The Blue 

Star Ladies.  

 

 

 



1. How long have you been a member of our church? 

Since I was in 3rd grade, in 1946 – attended Methodist Sunday School 

2. Do you ever get frustrated? 

Of course.  

3. What keeps you going? 

Many civic volunteer and church activities.  

4. What do you see as the future of our church? 

Families coming back & being a part of our church family.  

5. What is your favorite role in our church? 

              Rachel Circle  

6. What do you hope for the future of the church? 

        Same as # 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Since a lot of churches have canceled Community Meals, Sam thought… let’s do a 

drive thru sub sandwich dinner.  Which was a terrific idea!!!   We made 275 subs! 

We were worried because no one was showing up even though we did a lot of 

advertising.  Well, after some phone calls and putting on different websites, we 

got a lot of people coming through and every single one of them was very 

grateful.   Joyce Bowman made some phones calls and one particular person she 

called was an older gentleman who had nothing to eat for that day.  This ministry 

is a blessing to so many.  We would like to give a HUGE THANK YOU to Peggy 

Sansom, Joyce Bowman, Colleen Aliberti, Amanda and Emily Macik who helped 

us put this ministry together.  Colleen delivered to people who could not get out 

and get a meal; and also, to the fire and police stations.  She will be known as our 

Uber delivery driver.  We appreciate you Colleen!!  Our month of Community 

Meals will be in September; however, we would like to do drive thru dinners 

again.  Sam will keep us posted on this situation.  Stay tuned!!!  

Thank you! 

 

Sam Mohn  & Patrice Kish 

  

 

 



 
~~ Praying for America ~~ 

     Recently I started reading a book entitles “Praying for America” by 

Dr. Robert Jeffress. 

     Dr. Jeffress boldly shares: Psalm 9:17 warns “the nations who forget God will 

perish”.  But before they do, they will lose their unity and freedom. 

     On 30 March 1863, after the terrible loss of life at Antietam and disaster of 

Fredericksburg during the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln issued a 

proclamation appointing a national day of fasting and prayer.  President Lincoln 

wrote “we have forgotten God.  We have forgotten the gracious hand which 

preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us.  And, we 

have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts that all these blessings 

were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own.  Intoxicated with 

unbroken success we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of 

redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us!” 

     Sound familiar?  America has become “too self-sufficient” for God.  We all 

remember 9/11!!  But do you remember our nation’s response?  Who do we turn 

to?  Absolutely – God!!  That horrific day and several months after, our churches 

were filled with people looking for answers, hope and peace.  But it didn’t last.  

We became comfortable again, yes, self-sufficient”.    But I believe as President 

Lincoln, “prayer may be the only activity that can nobly save – the last best hope 

of earth”.   

     So, instead of trying to disembody the Spirit of America’s official national 

motto:  “In God We Trust”, it’s time to embrace God’s leadership with a renewed 

zeal! 

     James 5:16 shares “The effective prayer of a righteous (person) can accomplish 

much”.  So, when we seek God’s forgiveness, guidance and protection, and 

earnestly pray to Him about the issues of this chaotic world, we release Him to do 

a good work in our hearts and this nation we love. 

      So, I am asking our church family to pray for our grand nation for forty (40) 

days beginning Wednesday, 01 July through 09 August 2020.  Dr. Robert Jeffress 

offers the following guide as a help in directing our specific prayers.   

 



 

1.  For God’s will to be done          21.  For the hurting and cost 

2.  For religious freedom           22.  For an answer for Covid-19 

3.  For truth to prevail          23.  To learn from history 

4.  For protection           24.  For gratitude 

5.  For national unity           25.  For forgiving others 

6.  For far elections           26.  For wisdom 

7.  For our nation’s leaders          27.  For discernment 

8.  For our state and local leaders         28.  For personal repentance 

9.  For righteous judges and justices        29.  For courageous pastors 

10.  For our military           30.  For courageous churches 

11.  For law enforcement          31.  For evangelism 

12.  For first responders          32.  For revival 

13.  For our doctors and nurses         33.  For a new love for God’s word  

14.  For our education system         34.  To listen for the Holy Spirit’s voice 

15.  For our families           35.  A renewed power of faith 

16.  For peaceful voices to be heard         36.  Thanksgiving for our sacrificial       

                                                                     Freedom 

17.  For the voiceless of society         37.  Thanksgiving for our forefathers 

18.  For orphans           38.  For God’s will be done in America 

19.  For world hunger                      39.  For world peace 

20.  For those in prison                     40.  For national revival 

 

If ever there was a time, we needed God’s will to be done in America that 

time is now!  So, let us join our hearts in prayer the next forty (40) days and 

release God’s power upon this nation we love and a world which needs to 

turn toward Almighty God. 

Praying, 
Pastor Barry French 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

  1 2 3 
 

4 

 

5  
Live Streaming 

Service @ 

10:00 am until 

further notice 

 

6 7 
6:30 pm 

Trustee 

Mtg 

(Cancelled) 

 

 

8 9 
 

10 11 

12 Live Streaming 

Service @ 

10:00 am until 

further notice 

 

13 14 
6:30 pm 

Finance 

Mtg. 

(Cancelled) 

 

 

15 
1:00 pm  

Rachel Circle 

(Cancelled) 

 

16 

 

17 18 

19 
 Live Streaming 

Service @ 

10:00 am until 

further notice 

 

20 21 
6:30 pm 

SPRC Mtg 

(Cancelled) 

 

 

22 23 

 

24 25 
 

26 
Live Streaming 

Service @ 

10:00 am until 

further notice 

 

 

27 28 
6:30 pm 

Leadership 

Mtg 

(Cancelled) 

29 30 31  

 



 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

 

               

01 Patty Stanton               10  Carol Rathburn          16  Zander Hafely 

Michael Haydu             11  Gil Blair                      19  Bryce Bond 

      05  Ashley Hafely                12  Mary Bond              25  Anna Jones 

      06  Pat Pfeifer        13  Nick Belcastro           26  Barb Caldwell 

      08  Mary Lou Taneyhill             Lissy Blair                   27  Robert Bullock 

      09  Heidi Moyers                14  Tyler Bowman                 Shirley Harris 

                                                                                         31  Judy George 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

     1 

2  
Live Streaming 

Service @ 

10:00 am until 

further notice 

3 4 
6:30 pm 

Trustee 

Mtg 

(Cancelled) 

 

 

5 6 
 

7 8 

9 
Live Streaming 

Service @ 

10:00 am until 

further notice 

 

10 11 
6:30 pm 

Finance 

Mtg. 

(Cancelled) 

 

 

12 
1:00 pm  

Rachel Circle 

(Cancelled) 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

16 
 Live Streaming 

Service @ 

10:00 am until 

further notice 

 

17 18 
6:30 pm 

SPRC Mtg 

(Cancelled) 

 

 

19 20 

 

21 22 
 

23 
Live Streaming 

Service @ 

10:00 am until 

further notice 

 

 

24 25 
6:30 pm 

Leadership 

Mtg 

(Cancelled) 

26 27 28 29 

 

 

 



30 
Live Streaming 

Service @ 

10:00 am until 

further notice 

 

 

31      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

03  Fran Baker  09  John Anos  16  Richard Hanks 

06  Shawn Spowart        Lisa Blair   26  Jack Roberts 

      Nancy Roberts  10  Rev. Barry French       Justyn Hafely 

      Arya Hafely  12  Mary Solley        Gail Baker 

        28  Lindsey Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GENTLE REMINDERS ~~ 

1. Worship service for the months of July and August 2020 will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall at 10:00 am.  Doors will be open at 9:45 am.  Services will 

continue to be live streamed. 

2. You may feel free to come into the Chapel, during office hours on 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday between 9:00 am and noon, to pray at 

your discretion. 

3.  Please call the office (330-652-1439), check our Church Facebook page or 

check with WKBN News Page as to any continued cancellation dates. 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS  

for the month of July will be: 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

(9:00 am – Noon) 

 

 

Even though we already have information on you, we would like you to 

update your contact information.  If you would please take a moment, complete 

the following form (by PRINTING) and mail or take to the Church office. 

Contact Information 

NAME ____________________________________________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________   

CITY _____________________________STATE _______________ ZIP______________________ 

CELL PHONE NO. ________________________________________________________________  

LAND LINE PHONE NO. _________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to receive “The Messenger” in an e-mail, please check    

YES ___ or  NO ______ 

 

 



20 Reasons to Join 

Your Church Choir! 
20 Reasons to Join Your Church Choir! 

(You should read this!)  

1. Participate in a different type of 

worship 

2. Praise God in a new and fun way 

3. You don’t have to know how to read 

music – I’m serious! 

4. Learn something new – why wouldn’t 

you want to? 

5. There are techniques to help people 

sing on key, even if you think you can’t! 

6. Singing lowers your stress levels (!!!) 

7. Singing is a natural anti-depressant 

8. Singing easily increases your oxygen 

intake and improves circulation 

9. Singing improves your posture 

10. Singing improves mental alertness 

11. Choir is a confidence booster 

12. Singing strengthens your throat 

muscles which can reduce snoring (you 

know who you are) 

13. Improve your ability to communicate 

14. Connect with other church members 

(AND get to know your friendly 

neighborhood musician) 

15. Singing increases your appreciation of 

music 



16. You will learn more about hymns which 

are the foundation of all Christian 

worship music 

17. Represent your church and proclaim 

your faith! 

18. Read the Bible through music 

19. More people equal a stronger choir 

which broadens our song choices 

20. Help make our Sunday mornings 

joyful! 

You do not have to make a weekly 

commitment to the church choir. We 

appreciate any participation you can offer – 

even if it’s only once a month! Practice only 

lasts about an hour, but that hour can reduce 

stress, improve your health, and help your 

church become stronger and better able to 

present special music on a weekly basis. If you 

would prefer to commit for a special occasion 

like our Christmas Cantata or Christmas Eve 

and Easter that would be greatly appreciated.  

If you have any interest in joining the Church 

Choir, feel free to talk to our new director of 

music Sam Mohn.  

“I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: I 

will sing praise to my God while I have my 

being.” (Psalm 104:33) 

  



 


