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NILES FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

                              608 NORTH CRANDON AVENUE, NILES, OHIO 44446 
   330-652-1439 
 
Grace and Peace Niles UMC--- The East Ohio Conference of the 

United Methodist Church held the 53rd session of Annual 

Conference from June 8th-11th.  There were 448 clergy and 467 

laity gathered in the John S. Knight Center in Akron, Ohio.  This 

was our first in-person AC in three (3) years, and the first since 

moving the event from Lakeside to Akron.  This was also the 

first conference where we voted with hand-held electron 

devices rather than cards.  After the Executive Clergy Session on 

Wednesday, Bishop Tracy S. Malone led nearly 150 clergy and 

laity in a 1.4 mile Walk for Our Lives against gun violence.  “We 

are putting our faith and our prayers and our feet to action to 

say, ‘no more’ to violence,” said Bishop Malone. Thursday was 

the Service of Commemoration and Holy Communion.  The service recognized 66 clergy, spouses, and 

laity who had passed since last year’s AC.  “We are more than conservatives and liberals and 

traditionalists and progressives and centrists and Republicans and Democrats or gay or straight or 

queer or Black or Brown or white or young or old.  There are no box seats in the Kingdom and dare 

we not, box each other in,” said Bishop Malone in her Episcopal Address.  We celebrated the 

retirement of 28 clergy who served a combined 791 years in local church and extension ministry.  The 

preachers at all of the worship services were exceptional.  Executive Director of Connectional 

 

Worship with us. 

 Sundays @ 10:00 am  

In house or Live stream 

    In Ministry Together….  

Pastor Shane Russo 

Office Secretary…. Leona Krepps         

 Organist/Pianist … Bonnie Hamer    

Groundskeeper/Custodian…. 

 John Hoso         
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Ministries, Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, had this to say:  “If sharing the love of God is the most important thing 

at a moment in time then the love of God is the most important thing all of the time.”  Rev. 

Fashbaugh will be with us on August 14th to share a message of hope gleaned from his 100 days in 

the hospital from COVID-19.  Rev. Dr. Michael Beck shared multiple sessions on Contextual 

Intelligence, Church Planting Anyone Can Do, and the Blended Ecology needed in the modern church.  

For many of us, the main concern we were hoping AC would address this year was the impending 

splintering of the UMC.  We had two (2) resolutions before us regarding that, but with the 

postponement of General Conference to 2024 neither resolution had any real weight.  Knowing this, 

the gathering voted to table discussion of both resolutions until next year.  Hopefully, we will have a 

better sense of what the UMC landscape looks like.  To that end, the gathering approved the 

disaffiliation of 11 churches from the UMC.  The cost to these churches was a total of roughly 

$650,000.  We prayed for all of the churches that closed in the previous year as well as for those 

choosing to disaffiliate.  Hopefully, the ministry of sharing the love of God will thrive wherever people 

speak the name Jesus.  There was a LOT more to the conference.  Too much to share in this article.  If 

you would like to learn more, please go to this link: https://eocumcnews.com/2022/06/11/annual-

conference-2022-let-us-live-love/.  With all the work done at AC, one constant remains:  reaching 

new people for Jesus.  No matter the state of things, if we are not doing that, it won’t matter what the 

politics and policies are.   Pastor Shane Russo 

 

 

                                                     ~~FINANCES FOR May 2022~~ 

                        Invoices                         $  5,350.00 

       Payroll                          $  4,343.00 

                         Total                       $  9,673.00 

       Income (Tithes and offerings)      $  6,453.00 

                                                                          Minus   $  3,240.00 

      

                          

L I T U R G I S T S 

FOR THE MONTH OF July 2022 

                   03       Peggy Sansom                 17     Donise Smith 

                   10        Jerry Rogers                24     Linda Belcastro 

                                                31     Kathie Hafely 
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Bella and Patrick Hayes (grandchildren of Leona, your secretary) would like to shout out a BIG  

“THANK YOU” to Rachel Circle Ladies, Quilter Ladies, and ladies and gentlemen of Niles First United 

Methodist Church who collected and saved plastic lids, bottle caps, etc. for Lordstown Elementary School so 

that they could have picnic tables, tables and chairs made.     Thank you!!!!! 
 

 

 

We are preparing for Community Meals.  We are in the process of collecting for the month of October.  I will be 

looking for volunteers to help with the prep work.  If you would like to make a meal, that would be awesome 

too.  I am working and traveling a lot, so any help would be very much appreciated!!  We are looking for any 

donations, either monetary or some of you have asked about shopping.  Below is a list of items that we use a 

lot: 

    Butter Packs         Italian Dressing           Sandwich Bags                   16 oz. plastic containers 

    Lg. Cans of Corn      Lg. Cans Pasta Sauce        Small To Go Containers      To Go Bags 

    Lg. Cans of Green Beans     Elbow Macaroni          4 oz. Containers with Lids                                                                       

We very much appreciate all the prayers and help that everyone has given to keep this great ministry 

going.  Thank you!  Patrice 

 

 

F U N D    R A I S E R  ???? 

We want to do a fundraiser for our church, but what should we do??  Mission rolls, loaves of 

homemade bread, cinnamon rolls.  What would you like to see done?  We need your feedback, and if 

you have any ideas on what can be done, please let myself (330-718-7134) or Debbie Fink know.   

Thank you!  Patrice Kish.                                          
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If you have an unused cell phone, tablet, or laptop that can connect to Wi-Fi, then you 

can be part of helping people worship with us online!  We are collecting these items to give to people 

in our church that cannot come to in-person worship and do not have a way to connect our online 

worship.  This is just one of the ways that we are trying to help people stay connected to Niles First 

UMC.  You can drop your unused smart device at the church office Monday-Thursday, 9: 00 am-12:00 

pm. Thank you for helping us bring the gospel to people who may not otherwise hear it!  

Pastor Shane 

 

~~ Accept Each Rose ~~ 

If you want to be happy, 

begin this very day  

to accept each rose 

life has sent along your way. 

And if within the beauty  

you find a thorn or two, 

simply learn to treat them 

with the respect that they are due. 

It isn’t always easy, 

But it’s surely worth your while 

to gather up the roses  

And arrange them with a smile. 

Accept the thorns life gives you 

and enjoy the scent so sweet, 

Create a beauty all your own 

To make each day complete!             
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The annual Rachel Circle picnic was held Wednesday, 08 June, at the church with twelve ladies in 

attendance.  There was a large variety of covered dishes, casseroles and delicious desserts provided 

by circle members in attendance.  The program for the evening was “remembering our Grandparents 

and the influence they had on our lives”.  The ladies shared many fond memories of their 

grandparents.  This was the last meeting until September.   

If there are any members interested in getting together for an outing during the summer or have an 

idea on what we can do, please contact Linda at 330-652-1628 or Becky at 330-652-1597.   May all 

members have a wonderful and safe summer.    See you in the fall.   Linda Belcastro 
 
    

~~ Comradrie !! ~~ 
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                                                     ~~ Good Food !! ~~ 
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~~Narthex Table decorated by Elaine Walker~~ 

 
      

 

       

 

~~ It’s Concert Time ~~  

 

On 06 August, Saturday, at 3:00 pm, trumpeter Timothy Hering and accompanied by Dr. Nancy Zipay 

DeSalvo will be performing a recital!  Timothy Hering is currently the Co-Principal Trumpet for the 

Kent State University Orchestra.  The recital will include works from Purcell, Hummel, Turrin, Peasley 

and Everson. 

The recital is open to the public and will take place in the Niles First UMC sanctuary.   There are no 

tickets needed to attend.  We are asking that attenders bring a package of toilet paper or paper 

towels to benefit the Niles Community Food Pantry. There will also be a goodwill offering during the 

recital.  The money collected will go to benefit the Niles First UMC Missions fund. 
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~~~Did you know??~~ 

The Second Continental Congress unanimously adopted the Declaration of Independence on  

4 July 1776 when they announced the original thirteen (13) colonies’ separation from Great Britain. 

In 1870, Congress declared Independence Day to be a national holiday.  Thomas Jefferson was our 

third (3) president, at this time, and the first President in 1801 to celebrate Independence Day. 

Freedom is a precious gift.  We honor our militaries’ sacrifice in helping to preserve that freedom.  

We honor, and thank, the service of the brave military men and women who defend and protect our 

freedoms. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

01 Michael Haydu                   11   Gil Blair             19   Bryce Bond 

05   Ashley Hafely          12   Mary Bond         25   Anna Jones 

06   Pat Pfeifer          13   Lissy Blair                    26   Barb Caldwell 

          08   Mary Lou Taneyhill         14   Nick Belcastro                   27   Robert Bullock  

          09   Heidi Moyers                      Tyler Bowman                             Shirley Harris 

          10   Carol Rathburn                    16   Zander Hafely                      31   Judy George 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4

 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 

TNT Playhouse 

“GREASE” @ 

2:00 pm 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 21 22 

 

23 

24 

 

31 

25 26 27 28 29 30 
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IF YOU HAVE NOT COMPLETED ONE OF THESE FORMS, PLEASE DO SO!!! 

WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF UPDATING OUR RECORDS. 

IT DOESN’T MATTER IF YOUR INFORMATION HAS NOT CHANGED. 

PLEASE COMPLETE, BY PRINTING, THE FOLLOWING CONTACT INFORMATION.  

PLACE IN TITHING BOX OR RETURN TO THE OFFICE 

NAME _____________________________________   BIRTH DATE  ______________________ 

STREET ADDRESS ____________________________________________ APT. NO.  _______ 

CITY ___________________________  STATE  ________________ ZIP CODE _____________ 

TELEPHONE NO. ____________________________ CELL NO.  _________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________ 

How do you wish to receive the Messenger by mail _____ or e-mail _____? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NILES FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

608 North Crandon Avenue 

Niles, Ohio  44446 

 


