
 
1 

 

THE MESSENGER 
2022 

 
 

NILES FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
                              608 NORTH CRANDON AVENUE, NILES, OHIO 44446 

   330-652-1439 
 
Grace and Peace Niles First UMC, 

I said it last year.  I’ll say it again:  “What a difference a 

year makes!” This time last year, we were still getting to know 

each other here at Niles First UMC.  Since then, we have been 

on an excellent journey of self-discovery and ministry. 

 Here in the Winter of 2022, we are seeing the renewal of 

somethings and the transition of others. There are more young 

people in the service more regularly than when I got here.  We 

had three regulars back then.  Today, we draw from a pool of 13 

young people spanning the whole spectrum of pre-adult ages. 

From that pool, we have a confirmation class again! Three 

young people are taking the 10-month journey toward a 

deeper faith and membership into our church.  We’ve got multiple children serving as acolytes and 

liturgists too!  

 We have been serving people in the community at a greater rate, and with a greater impact, 

than in the previous year!  Our community meals are still going strong two months out of the year. 

Additionally, we have adopted the Niles Red Dragon Marching Band!  We fed them twice this past 

season.  We continue to collect for the Niles Community Food Pantry.  We have a team of people 

delivering meals on a weekly basis through Trumbull Mobile Meals.  We donated funds and items to 

 

Worship with us. 

 Sundays @ 10:00 am  

In house or Live stream 

    In Ministry Together….  

Pastor Shane Russo 

Office Secretary…. Leona Krepps         

 Organist/Pianist … Bonnie Hamer    

Groundskeeper/Custodian…. 

 John Hoso         
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Kentucky for their flooding and tornadoes.  There are more ways that I can list in this short letter. 

Niles UMC, we have made a difference this year! 

 We have improved the quality of our livestreams!  With the recent upgrade to our sound 

connection, some people are hearing the whole service for the first time in years.  With the addition to 

native images on the stream, people can read the slides and participate in the call and responses and 

hymns as never before.  We have been in connection with people across the country.  We are reaching 

10-15 households every week with our livestream and hundreds more are experiencing Jesus through 

my many social media outlets.  We even have a YouTube page that has amassed over 9,600 views 

since the beginning of August.  That’s almost 10k people who are aware of NFUMC and our message 

than would not have known otherwise.  We’ve even gotten some people to our onsite worship 

because of what they have seen online.  We are making a difference! 

 There is more happening right now than there was a year ago focused both inwardly and 

outwardly!  I am excited about the possibilities available to us in the coming year.  I hope you are too! 

 Pastor Shane Russo   www.nilesfirstumc.org 

 

 

 

                                                     ~~FINANCES FOR October 2022~~ 

                        Invoices                         $  7,796.00 

       Payroll                          $  5,035.00 

                         Total                       $12,831.00 

 

       Income (Tithes and offerings)      $  8,087.00 

        Investments  $  5,000.00 

        TOTAL $13,087.00 

                                                        Total is plus $     256.00 

 

 

                                                   L I T U R G I S T S 

FOR THE MONTH OF December 2022 

            04   Angela & Carmen                      18   Peggy & Doug Sansom 

                                    11    Kathie Hafely & family                                               

 

 

Christmas Services will be held Christmas Eve, 24 December, at 6:00 pm. 

There will be “NO” services Christmas Day, 25 December. 
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      This year the Community Outreach and Missions committee will be donating 

money to twelve (12) organizations locally and worldwide for the twelve (12) Days of Giving in 

December.   If you have an organization that you would like to have considered, please let Joyce 

Bowman or Peggy Sansom know.   If you would like to make a monetary donation, please write 

“Community Outreach” in the memo part of your check and put it in with your offering.   Thank you 

for supporting this Mission project. 

 

 

 

We are collecting cereal for Niles Community Services Christmas baskets.   

Last year we collected 150 boxes, so our goal is 151 boxes, per Peggy!  However, Pastor Shane said 

200 and Patrice is calling for 250!!!   All cereal must be in boxes, NO bags. 

Last day to bring cereal to the church is December 11th.   Watch your weekly grocery ads to get the 

best price!   Thank you for supporting this local mission to help our neighbors in Niles and the 

surrounding communities.   If you have any questions, please see Peggy Sansom or Joyce Bowman. 

 

   

 

  

Cookie Fundraiser~~ We will be selling Christmas Cookie Trays this year.  We will only be offering 

one size.  It will be 6 dozen cookies of all different kinds.   Each tray will be $35.00.  These make great 

gifts or to take to a Christmas gathering.  Order forms are on the table in the Narthex.  Deadline for 

ordering is December 04.  Pick-up will be December 11th.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Patrice Kish or Debbie Fink.  Thank you!! 
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~~Research done by Nancy Malone, 

Church Historian~~ 

An interesting place in our Church is the Dorothy Black Memorial Window in the Narthex. 

Miss Black was a member of the Church and a long time school teacher in Niles.  She left money to 

the Church and the window was funded in her memory. 

The five (5) panels of the window tell the story of the Christian Church from the Pentecost to more 

modern times. 

In the first panel, the Dove of the Holy Spirit is descending to a group of followers who gathered in 

the upper room at Pentecost.  Near the top, Peter is preaching a sermon and at the bottom is shown 

the conversion of Saul. 

The second panel shows the establishment of the Christian Church as the official religion by the 

Emperor Constantine.  Here he is shown at the Council of Nicea. 

St. Francis of Assisi, who reformed Monasticism, is shown at the top of the third panel.  The central 

figure is Martin Luther nailing his ninety-five (95) theses to the door of the Castle Church at 

Wittenburg.  At the bottom, William Tyndale is being burned at the stake.  He issued the first English 

translation of the Bible from the Greek language. 

The fourth panel tells of the origin of the Methodist Church.  Susannah Wesley, mother of John and 

Charles, is shown teaching the scriptures to her children and neighbors, and Charles is shown 

composing hyms.  At the bottom, we see Francis Asbury, the circuit rider. 

The fifth panel shows the more contemporary church at work in the world today.  We see  

Dr. Albert Schweitzer and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  We also view three (3) buildings of our Church. 

Two (2) were destroyed by fire, and our present location which began in 1954 and consecrated on 

12 May 1956.  This panel also shows our community of Niles and stresses unity among all races and 

other religions.   Miss Black, also is portrayed in this panel, sitting at a desk with an apple on it. 

The purpose of the window is to portray the journey of the Christian Church across twenty (20) 

centuries using vignettes of major events or people. 

                                       

Online Bible Study began the first Wednesday in Advent, 30 November 2022, at  

6:30 pm.  This weekly group takes place via ZOOM.   If you wish to participate, please contact Pastor 

Shane with your email address or a phone number that can receive text messages.   The link for the 

study will be sent out using those methods.  

 



 
5 

 

 

~~Rachel Circle~~ 

Rachel Circle's monthly meeting was held in the Fellowship Hall of the church Wednesday, November 

9th.  There were twelve (12) ladies in attendance.  A delicious cherry filled cake with whipped cream 

was provided by Joan Reis.  The program was given by Leona Krepps portraying "Sawdust" a camp 

follower during the Civil War.  “Sawdust” was a woman of many talents….a laundress and camp cook 

during the day, a Confederate spy for the South crossing the Union lines many times, a soiled dove of 

the evening and a “genteel” lady when she needed to be one.  During the program, Leona 

demonstrated the many useful items that "Sawdust" used on a daily basis.  It was a very interesting 

program.  Sometime in the future, another Civil War person just might make an appearance at a 

Rachel Circle meeting.  Thank you, Joan, for the dessert and Leona for the program.  Leona and David 

Krepps are Confederate Civil War reenactors.       

 

During the business portion of the meeting, the distribution of our mission money was discussed.  No 

decision was made at the meeting.  Members will decide on the charities to receive the gift of money 

at a later date.  Our December meeting will be a luncheon at the 422 Restaurant on Wednesday, 

December 14th.  A postcard will be mailed to the members of Rachel Circle with the details of the 

December luncheon/meeting.  All ladies of the church and guests are cordially invited to attend 

Rachel Circle meetings.  If there are any questions, please contact Linda at 330-652-1628 or Rebecca 

at 330-652-1597.   Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.     Linda Belcastro           
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JUST FOR TODAY  

 (author unknown) 

Just for today I will live through the next 12 hours and not tackle my whole lifes’ problems at once. 

Just for today I will improve my mind.  I will learn something useful.  I will read something that 

requires effort, thought and concentration. 

Just for today I will be agreeable.  I will look my best, speak in a well-modulated voice, be courteous 

and considerate. 

Just for today I will not find fault with friend, relative or colleague.  I will not try to change or improve 

any one but myself. 

Just for today I will have a program.  I might not follow it exactly, but I will have it.  I will save myself 

from two enemies---hurry and indecision. 

Just for today I will exercise my character in three ways.  I will do a good turn and keep it a secret.  If 

anyone finds out, it won’t count. 

Just for today I will do two things I don’t want to do do, just for exercise. 

Just for today I will be unafraid.  Especially will I be unafraid to enjoy what is beautiful and believe that 

as I give to the world, the world will give to me. 

 

 

This 11 November, Veterans Day, Elaine Walker requested that members of the congregation 

who had family who were military to bring photgraphs in to be displayed. 

“HONORING OUR VETERANS & CURRENT MILITARY” 
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 A donation of personal hygiene products was made to Veteran's Haven in Warren in honor of Veteran's 

Day. This organization provides support services to homeless vets to obtain permanent housing, 

counseling services, medical assistance, and employment assistance to help the veteran become 

independent and self-sufficient.  The Community Outreach and Missions committee provided the funds 

for this mission.     

       

Our Soup Fundraiser was a great success and we raised $630.00! Thank you to all who made soup and 

to all who ordered.  We appreciate you all and we hope you enjoyed it!! 

 

  

 

 
Tax Statements will only be available by request, if you would like to receive one, they will be ready 

by January 30, 2023.  Please reach out to Patrice and she will get one to you.  330-718-7134 or email 

at finance@nilesfirstumc.org. 

 

A very special thank you to everyone who filled a box for the Samaritan's Purse Christmas boxes.  We 

were able to donate 21 boxes to this organization.  We truly appreciate the time, effort, and money 

that was put into each box to make it unique for the age of the child you chose.  Your kindness and 

generosity will bring happiness to children around the world. Peggy Sansom & Joyce Bowman 

 

 

mailto:finance@nilesfirstumc.org
https://freepngimg.com/png/84215-return-service-revenue-text-brand-tax-internal
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

The Niles 

Community 

Pantry Items for 

this month: 

       Assorted 

food 

   1 2 

Terry 

Hamilton 

3 

4 

Linda Jones 

Debbie Parsons 

Cookie deadline 

COFFEE TIME @ 

 9:30 am 

 

Celebrating a 

Baptismal 

5 6 

 

Quilters 

7 
PEARL HARBOR 

DAY 

Bible Study  

5:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Zoom Bible 

Study @ 

 6:30 pm 

AA Meeting 

8 

 

9 

Daniel 

Roberts 

10 

11 

Carmen Russo 
 

 

COFFEE TIME @ 

 9:30 am 

 

12 

 

13 

 

 

Quilters 

14 

Rachel Circle @ 

12:30 pm 

Bible Study @ 

5:00 pm 

Zoom Bible 

Study @ 

 6:30 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

AA Meeting 

15 

Anthony 

Symcheck 

16 17 

Pam Lorenzetti 

Duane Hafely 

 

18 

Mac Hafely 

 

 

COFFEE TIME @ 

 9:30 am 

 

 

19 

John Johnson 

 

20 

 

Quilters 

21 

1ST DAY OF 

WINTER 

Bible Study @ 

5:00 pm 

Zoom Bible 

Study @ 

 6:30 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

AA Meeting 

22 

 
 

 

 

23 

 

24  

 

SERVICE @ 

6:00 PM 

25   

 
 

NO 

SERVICES 

26 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

27 

 

 

Quilters 

28 

Bible Study @ 

5:00 pm 

 No Zoom Bible 

Study  

 No Choir  

AA Meeting 

 

29 

Linda 

Duchnak 

30 

Linda 

Belcastro 

31 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

Please complete the order form and place your order in the collection basket, or mail or bring the 

form with your check/cash to the church office.  Make checks payable to Niles First UMC putting 

“Poinsettia Flowers” in Memo.   

Deadline is 4 December 2022 

Plants are $7.50 

Colors are Red, Pink & White 

If you do not mark the form, your color will be “Red” 

P L E A S E   P R I N T 

 

NAME:   ______________________________________________ 

PHONE: ______________________________________________ 

COLOR OF PLANT ___________________________________             

NO. OF PLANTS: ____________     TOTAL COST $ _____________ 

 

Given “In Memory of….” or “In Honor of….” (please specify) 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
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NILES FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

608 North Crandon Avenue 

Niles, Ohio  44446 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


