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       2021   THE MESSENGER 

 
NILES FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

                              608 NORTH CRANDON AVENUE, NILES, OHIO 44446 
   330-652-1439 
 
Grace and Peace Niles UMC, 

      Transitions can be scary. The anticipation present when sitting on 

the precipice of the unknown can lead our minds down all kinds of 

unpleasant paths.  Most of the time those paths never even have a 

chance of being traveled.  But we are more likely to wander down the 

dark roads if we carry around the baggage that may have led us along 

those paths in the past. 

 Throughout July, we identified and addressed four types of 

baggage that all tend to carry from one relationship to the next: Anger, 

Pride, Fear, and Jealousy.  The one constant throughout the whole 

series was an emphasis on prayer as the first step toward laying down 

all that needless encumbrance.  

 We were called on to pray for others, to pray for our honesty, to pray for our security, and to pray that 

we might value ourselves as God does.  I encourage you to continue these prayers daily.  It is amazing how 

much the world around us seems to change when how we respond to it is changed through prayer.  Prayer 

works if we work prayer. 

 As we continue to move through the back end of the COVID pandemic in our area, we will have many 

opportunities to develop new relationships.  If we have laid a good foundation by setting down our baggage 

beforehand, then those relationships will be deeper and more authentic much more quickly.  That can only 

help the church moving forward.  Keep that in mind throughout August when our sermon series will be 

“Open House:  Hospitality in the Bible.”  Doing the work now to take steps as disciples later is how we 

become more like Jesus.  Be Jesus to someone else this week!                Pastor Shane Russo 

Worship with us. 

 Sundays @ 10:00 am  

In house or Live stream 

    In Ministry Together….  

Pastor Shane Russo 

 Office Secretary…. Leona Krepps         

   Director of Music….  

Organist/Pianist … Bonnie Hamer    

Groundskeeper/Custodian…. 

 John Hoso         
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Mark your calendars!  We will be having a “Welcome picnic” for Pastor Shane and his family. The 

picnic will be right after service on 01 August.  We will have hot dogs 

and hamburgers; and we are asking for side dishes, desserts and 

whatever you would like to bring.  We hope you can join us in 

welcoming Pastor and his family to our church family!!  If you have any 

questions, please let me know!  Thank you--Patrice  (330-718-7134)                

                        

 

 

Patrice is looking for someone to help her on Sundays to run the camera to do 

the live stream when or if she cannot be here.   If you are interested, please 

give her a call at 330-718-7134. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, it seems like the children just got out of school for summer break; and already we are asking for 

school supplies for when many students return to school next month.  We will be collecting school 

supplies until the end of August to be donated to Niles City Schools.  Below is a list of the items we 

will be collecting: 

Single subject notebooks                                 Black/ blue pens 

Glue sticks          #2  pencils 

Child scissors                                                     2 pocket paper folders 

If you do not want to shop for these supplies, you can donate money and we will purchase them for 

you. If you have any questions, please contact Peggy 

(330-766=7964) or Joyce (330-652-7604). Thank you for contributing to this project to help the 

children in our community . 
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~~From the desk of Ann Wright~~ 

When we last spoke, Rev Dale Ganyard had just taken the reins of Niles First United Church.  

This would have been about 1965.  Rev Ganyard was not popular with the congregation.  His wife was 

very outspoken with the women and caused many to leave the United Methodist Women.  They were 

so unpopular that the staff parish committee asked that we did not appoint a minister whose wife was 

active in the women’s groups.  

This resulted in the appoint of Richard Burns and his wife Hallie Jo.  Hallie jo was active with the 

Girl Schout troop that met at the church.  They had four (4) children.  Their son, John, went to college 

and lives in Canton, Ohio and works in finance.  Second son, Paul, met a girl whose father has a floral 

business and he fell into that business with them.  Third child, JoMay, moved to Columbus, Ohio and 

became a nurse.  She married in the last year or two.  Fourth child, Becky, trained to be a Ferrier and is 

now working at that profession.  For those who don’t know what that is she is a blacksmith.  Turns out 

Richard Burns was just what the Dr. ordered.  He told us early in his ministry that he almost quit 

believing in God because of people saying certain things were God’s will and he had trouble justifying 

his brother’s death in World War II.   He was a good speaker, very kind, a good administrator, and a 

real gem.  He made a trip with several of our members to the holy land and later took a group of 

teenagers on a trip to Europe.  He took a group of teens from our church to various mission sites and 

let them pick one that they would like to work.  They picked Ty-Ran and worked there for several 

years.  Dick became good friends with the head priests of Mt. Carmel Parish and took an active role in 

the Niles Inter-faith movement.   Some years after he had what many people thought was a heart 

attack.  It was anxiety but they decided he needed some help and associate pastor; Rev. Bruce 

Morrison was appointed.   He and his wife, Anita, and their two (2) children became a part of our 

church family.  The Morrison family were large contributors to the music program at Niles First.  It was 

during this time that the mortgage on the church building was paid off in a very moving ceremony.  

The Burns family moved to Canton where Dick became superintendent of the Canton district. 
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                                                   ~~FINANCES FOR June 2021~~ 

                        Invoices                         $  4,836.00 

       Payroll                          $   4,570.00 

                         Total                       $   9,406.00 

       Income (Tithes and offerings)      $   8,726.00 

                                                                       Minus      $     680.00    

 

 

Time is still the best answer 

Forgiveness is still the best pain killer and 

God is still the best healer!! 

AMEN!! 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                  

 03   Fran Baker               09   John Anos   26   Jack Roberts         

 06   Shawn Spowart                    Lisa Blair           Justyn Hafely 

 07   Nancy Roberts     12   Mary Solley                  Gail Baker 

        Arya Hafely                          16   Richard Hanks  28   Lindsey Harris 
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