
PLANS FOR ALEY RE-OPENING 
	 After much consideration and thought we have developed a tentative plan for re-opening Aley 
Church.  When developing our plan we have looked at information from many different sources and 
put together what we feel presents the best option for re-opening while keeping everyone as safe as 
possible.  The state and UMC Conference have presented a loose, 3 phase plan for re-opening.  
While connected, our plan does not completely coincide with the phases of the state/Conference, 
therefore we will be using the term ‘Stage’ instead of ‘phase’.  In each stage the church will open to 
more groups/organizations for gathering.  There will be specific guidelines and expectations for 
groups that do meet.  Each group may decide for themselves if/when they choose to come back to 
in-person gatherings at the church. If a group would rather continue meeting on Zoom or another 
platform instead of coming to the church, they are more than welcome to do so!  Some groups may 
choose to do a hybrid, some individuals meeting in-person and others joining in via Zoom - we 
encourage groups to be creative and do what is best for those who participate.  If any group needs 
help setting up Zoom meetings, please contact Pastor Abby as we do have a church Zoom account 
(familylife@aleyumc.org).  Transition from one stage to the next will be at the discretion of pastors 
and leadership.  


Stage 1 (Tentatively 6/1) 
	 We will begin with small groups that are facilitated by Aley members and primarily attended 
by those involved with Aley.  There will be at least two staff members present to welcome the group 
and provide any needed assistance.  Staff members will be responsible for unlocking/locking doors 
and to help make sure everything gets wiped down after use.  There will be no building rentals or 
outside groups allowed to use facilities at this time.  Weddings and funerals may proceed at the 
discretion of the pastor. 


Guidelines: 
	 -Meet in 201/203 only

	 -Use upper level restrooms

	 -Enter only through doors 5 or 8

	 -We strongly recommend wearing a facemark out of respect and for the safety of others

	 	 +there will be some available at the church if you need one

	 -Practice safe social distancing as recommended by the governor

	 -Using the provided supplies and checklist, clean areas that were used when finished 

	 	 +wipe down tables, chairs, counters, restrooms (if used), door knobs/handles

	 -Personal drinks may be brought in, but not shared

	 	 +No food unless medically necessary

	 -Groups may meet Monday, Wednesday, or Friday

	 	 +Sign up for a day/time by contacting Robin in the office (aley@aleyumc.org)

	 	 +Please schedule at least one week in advance so we can arrange staffing 

+When reserving for your group, we will need to know how many will be coming



Groups Allowed to Begin Meeting: 
	 -Adult Sunday School and Bible Study Classes

	 -Dinner Groups

	 -UMW/UMM Circle Meetings  
	 -Church Leadership/Committee Meetings 
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Groups will be limited to no more 
than 20 people
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Stage 2 
	 Expanding access to other groups which use the facilities of Aley but remain at a count of 50 
or less (including leaders/facilitators).  There will still be two staff members present when the building 
is being used.  There will be no building rentals or outside groups allowed to use facilities at this 
time.  Weddings and funerals may proceed at the discretion of the pastor. 


Guidelines: 
	 -Meet in 201/203 only

	 -Use upper level restrooms

	 -Enter only through doors 5 or 8

	 -We strongly recommend wearing a facemark out of respect and for the safety of others

	 	 +there will be some available at the church if you need one

	 -Practice safe social distancing as recommended by the governor

	 -Using the provided supplies and checklist, clean areas that were used when finished 	 	 

	 	 +wipe down tables, chairs, counters, door knobs/handles

	 -Personal food & drinks may be brought in, but no sharing

	 -Groups may meet Monday, Wednesday, or Friday (re-evaluated at pastors discretion)

	 	 +Sign up for a day/time by contacting Robin in the office (aley@aleyumc.org)

	 	 +Please schedule at least one week in advance so we can arrange staffing 

+When reserving for your group, we will need to know how many will be coming


Groups Allowed to Begin Meeting: 
	 -Quilters

	 -Craftmakers

	 -Emmaus/Kairos Share groups

	 -Bell Choir

	 -Modified Praise Team

	 *Boy Scouts

	 *Girl Scouts

	 *Youth Group

	 *Caring Kids


Stage 3 
	 No limitations on gathering size.  Corporate worship will resume and modifications will be 
determined as we get closer to transitioning into stage 3.  Online worship will remain an opportunity 
for those who do not yet feel comfortable returning to in-person worship.  


Guidelines: 
	 -Practice safe social distancing as recommended by the governor

	 -Using the provided supplies, groups will clean areas that were used when finished 

	 	 +wipe down tables and checklist, chairs, counters, door knobs/handles

	 -Food & Drinks may be brought in and shared in small groups

	 	 +Hospitality Center on Sunday mornings will likely remain closed for some time

	 -Groups may resume meeting at their regularly scheduled times


Groups Allowed to Begin Meeting: 
	 -All groups per standard procedures and reservations
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For these groups to meet, we must be in at least Stage 2 AND 
September or later.  Groups must remain at 50 individuals 
(including leaders), or less, until Stage 3
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OTHER NOTES AND GUIDELINES TO BE FOLLOWED


Procedure Upon Entering (Monitored by staff) 
Take temperatures….anyone with a temperature at or above 99.9 will be asked to go home and 
not permitted in the church

If the answer is ‘yes’ to any of the following questions, they they will be asked to go home


Have you knowingly been exposed to anyone with COVID-19?

Have you felt ill anytime in the past week?

Have you been experiencing a cough, fever, or shortness of breath?


Practice responsible social distancing for the safety and respect of others

Highly recommend wearing masks

Wash your hands or use hand sanitizer upon entry

Help sanitize the facilities when finished

Limit traffic to 201/203 and upstairs restrooms

No food, personal drinks only (stage 1…in stage 2, personal food may be brought in)


Group Exit Cleaning Checklist 
tables/counters

chairs

counters

restrooms (if used)

door knobs/handles


Staff Responsibilities: 
Between each group 

prop open doors at beginning/end of gathering

greet, take temperatures, ask protocol questions

remind each to use hand sanitizer or wash hands upon arrival

be available as needed for the groups

check that everything on group exit checklist has been cleaned (if not, clean it)

clean bathrooms


scrub toilets 


After last meeting of the day 
take out trash

empty recycle (do not throw blue bags in the dumpster, just empty the recycle into the recycling 
dumpster and throw blue bag in the trash can or reuse it)

Spray disinfectant in all used rooms

lock doors
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