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You are loved.  
Do you believe it?  
Like, really, truly believe it. Believe it deep down in your core. Believe it regardless of 
your circumstances, salary, ethnicity, social status, education, age, gender, sexuality, 
life-experience, familial conditions, or any other human distinction we could make. Un-
fortunately, these things may impact the human love you receive, but nothing - abso-
lutely nothing will impact the Love God has for you.   
 
You. Are. Loved.  You are deeply loved deeply. You are purely loved. You are over-
whelmingly loved. You are endlessly loved. You are eternally loved. Nothing, absolute-
ly nothing can change this Love. 

 
Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or 
calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death?  (As the Scrip-
tures say, “ For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”)  No, despite all 

these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 
 

And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can 

separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation 
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8:35-39 (NLT) 
 
As Paul tells us in this passage, being Loved by God does not mean we won’t have troubles in life; but rather 
despite these troubles, victory is ours. Christ has already fought - and won - the battle over evil for us, so 
when we live in Christ we live in victory. We are victoriously loved. 
 
The Love of God is unexplainable and beyond human comprehension, no matter how big or great we may 
think it is, it is even bigger and even greater than that. We would be remise to get comfortable in the Love of 
God we’ve experienced, to stop exploring God’s love is to limit God. In The Ragamuffin Gospel, Brennan 
Manning says this; “When God’s love is taken for granted, we paint him into a corner and rob Him of the op-
portunity to love us in a NEW AND SURPRISING way, and faith begins to shrivel and shrink.”  
 
In early January we looked at what it means to be “Claimed by God” and “Claimed for God”. Both of these 
are centered around God’s Love. When was the last time you experienced God’s Love in a new way? When 
was the last time you sat and really explored what God’s Love is what it means for you, personally? How can 
you share that Love, that true, deep, pure, overwhelming, endless, eternal Love of God with someone else? 
What might God be calling you to, or from, as an act of Love? 
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Abby 

Pastor’s Message 

Abby Lightle 

Pastor of Outreach 

& Family Life 



  

If unable to greet, please switch with someone; if that fails, contact Fay Young at flyoung@sbcglobal.net. 
More volunteers are needed to serve as greeters on Sunday mornings. 

Do you have Facebook? Instagram? If so, you can easily help spread the word! Aley posts something 
on Facebook (@aleychurch) and/or Instagram (@aley_umc) nearly every day. Sometimes we post 
things that are connected to worship, sometimes our posts are funny, sometimes they're motivational, 
and sometimes they help us get to know each other better. But did you know that by interacting with 
our posts, you help others see them too?! When you comment on a post, it's more likely that your 
friends will see the post because you have commented on it. Reactions (thumbs up, hearts, etc.) also 
help increase our spread on the internet. So give us those reactions and comment when you've got 
something to say; it's a triple win - we get to know you better, you're more likely to see our future posts, 
and your friends are more likely to see our posts! 

8:30  AM Downstairs Upstairs 

Feb. 5th Fay Young Penny Plumley 

Feb. 12th Bonnie Essex  

Feb. 19th Lynn Stout Wretha Haines 

Feb. 26th Bob Linhardt  

   

10:30 AM Downstairs Upstairs 

Feb. 5th  Joanna Warner 

Feb. 12th Cheryl Skipper  

Feb. 19th Carl Herting  

Feb. 26th Fay Young  

   

Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

James Engel       2/3 
Daniel Swartz      2/3 
Betty Widau       2/3 
Annalise Hamman      2/4 
Drucilla Sparks      2/4 
Grace Mumford      2/5 
Patrick Mumford      2/5 
Sara Mumford      2/5 
Phyllis Young      2/5 
Marsha DeWeese      2/7 
Michael Grinkemeyer    2/8 
William Williams      2/9 
 

Mark McCoy  2/18 
Calli Hess  2/19 
Tayton Hess  2/19 
Janice Schneider 2/19 
Julia Mercer  2/20 
James Smith  2/20 
Lou Veta  2/20 
Susan Grinkemeyer 2/21 
Roberta Stewart 2/22 
Emma Albright 2/24 
Dennis Ditto  2/27 
Andrew Ziegler 2/27 

Yvonne Garrett 2/10 
Phil Van Ess  2/11 
Danielle Young 2/11 
Audrey Hamman 2/12 
Nadine Seela 2/12 
Darla Baird  2/13 
Cecily Starr  2/14 
Kyle Shaw  2/15 
Wesley Adams 2/16 
Joanna Warner 2/16 
Lincoln Anderson 2/18 
Jim Bennett  2/18 



 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

Safe Sanctuary Training - Any person who wants 

to help with any aspects of the Aley Kids 

Ministry, Youth at Aley, or possibly serve with 

vulnerable adults needs to take our Safe Sanctuary 

training. This training requires the viewing of a short 

video about safety while in service to others, 

reviewing our Safe Sanctuaries booklet, and a 

signed agreement. Even if you do not regularly 

serve in these areas of ministry, or you're not sure if 

you want to serve in these areas of ministry, it is 

helpful to have many people in the congregation 

trained for if/when a need arises. If you need to 

renew your training, this session will also be good 

for that (if you're unsure if you need to renew 

please check with Tom Oxley - 

business@aleyumc.org). 

 

If you anticipate being a part of Sunday or 

Wednesday Kids or YAA activities, VBS, family 

events or our upcoming summer mini-camps, you 

will need this training. 

 

Kid's Corner: 

Get Ready for a Scout Celebration Sunday 

On February 26, Aley will celebrate all GirlScouts, 

Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts in a special recognition 

during both services.  All the Scouting 

organizations have faith at their cores and promote 

character that helps girls and boys live out 

their faith.  On Sunday, February 26, we want to 

honor Scouts of all ages.  We especially want to 

honor any Scouts who have earned religious 

awards in the past year.  We invite every Scout of 

every age to come to church in uniform that day 

and be recognized. 

 
Blood Drive: Feb. 14 will be our first 

Blood Drive for 2023! We met or 

exceeded our goals in 2022, so let’s 

keep up the good work! Your 

donations of blood, saves lives! 

UWF Evening Circle News... 

Mark your calendar for Monday, 

February 27 at 7 pm. The 

Evening Circle will be making various crafts, 

coloring bags, etc for children in hospitals for the 

Caitlin Smiles program. Julie LaPolt and her sister 

Jan McCluer will instruct us on what to do. Please 

bring scissors, "happy face" stickers, and small 

plastic or board books for toddlers. Questions? 

Call / text / email Susan Lehneis at 937-901-4398 or 

KLehneis@sbcglobal.net Looking forward to seeing 

you! 

Prayer Chain:  

Aley has a Prayer Chain that includes everyone 

who wants to pray for others. We do it thru the 

internet by sending out the prayers for others to a 

list of Aley members. If you are on this prayer chain, 

you agree to pray for the need that is sent for a few 

weeks. Sometimes we 

know when to stop 

because a second 

prayer chain is sent to 

let you know the 

status. Sometimes it 

is unknown, so then 

we include them for a 

few weeks and then 

assume prayers are 

answered. If you are 

not on the Aley Prayer 

Chain and desire to 

be included, please contact Karen Engel or the 

administrative assistant, Jessica Clark and they will 

add you to the Prayer Chain. 

Altar Flowers: Altar flowers can be ordered by emailing aley@aleyumc.org. Please include the date 

you would like the flowers on the altar. Payments of $40 may be made via check to Aley UMC, 

please put “flowers” in memo line. 

mailto:business@aleyumc.org
mailto:KLehneis@sbcglobal.net


 

UMM Monthly Meeting:  

Aley United Methodist Men’s monthly 

meeting will be held on February 18th 

the Hospitality Center beginning at 8:30am. We’ll 

enjoy breakfast and have a short business 

meeting. All men are invited to join us. 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

Souper Bowl Sunday:   

Souper Bowl Sunday is February 

12th, 2023. During the month of 

January up until February 12th, 

UWF will be collecting cans of 

soup for St. Paul’s UMC Food 

Pantry.  You can place your cans of soup in the 

special marked bin in the lobby across from the 

Welcome Center.  For questions, please call Linda 

Guernsey at 937-396-9251. 

Caring Ministries: 

The Care Partners Ministry is concerned with 

giving Christian love and care to individuals in our 

congregation. A Care Partner is a person who is 

gifted and equipped to provide loving care to fellow 

church members. They are committed to PACE – 

(1) Pray for their flock regularly, (2) be Available to 

them, (3) Contact them at least monthly, and (4) be 

an Example, following the example of Christ. The 

supportive relationships that develop are beneficial 

to both the Care Partner and their flock member. If 

you would like to become a Care Partner or want 

more information, please contact Karen Engel at 

937-426-3988 or email 

caringministries@aleyumc.org. 

We are updating our food ministry volunteers.  

We need your help to be able to provide this 

important ministry to our Aley church members. 

When there is a death in Aley’s church family, one 

of the things we offer the family of the deceased is 

to prepare a meal for the family and friends following 

the funeral.  If you would like to serve the Lord in 

this important ministry, please call Karen Engel at 

937 426-3988. If you are presently on our list of 

volunteers, please let Karen know if you are willing 

to continue serving in this ministry. 

Another food ministry that we provide for our church 

members is to provide meals for church members 

who are seriously ill or who have had surgery 

recently.  In this case, the volunteer will provide the 

complete meal. The meals can be homemade or 

purchased. We usually provide meals several times 

each week, so it is important to have several 

persons who are willing to provide this ministry. 

Please call Karen Engel at 937 426-3988 if you 

would like to provide complete meals. 

Tuesday evening sewing group: 

If you like to sew or if you would 

like to learn to sew….this is the 

group for you. Tuesday evenings 

at 7pm, several ladies meet in 

room 201 to sew  and to make quilts. This group 

doesn’t meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month. If you 

would like to join this group, Bring your sewing 

machine if you have one or just bring hand work. 

Make new friends and learn new skills. 

Shaw Elementary: In the past we have partnered 

with Shaw Elementary as a way to connect in the 

local community. COVID has led to a pause in this 

outreach, but this year we have a way to reconnect 

and serve the students and staff at Shaw 

Elementary in two ways. 

  

1 - They need volunteers to help students open 

their lunch containers and drinks and help see 

students out to recess after lunch. Containers are 

often difficult for students to open and with limited 

staff it is challenging to help all students in a timely 

manner; lunches take place daily from 11:05am-

12:30pm. Please contact Pastor Abby if you’re 

interested in helping with this need.  

  

2 - Shaw is in need of individual packages of 

snacks (pretzels, granola bars, etc. that don’t need 

utensils to eat). They provide these for students 

who aren’t able (or forget) to bring in snacks from 

home. If possible, it’s best for these to be nut free 

and packaged in a nut-free facility. Please bring 

any snack donations to the church office.  

mailto:caringministries@aleyumc.org


 

Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

Intentional Faith Development 

Average number of small groups meeting weekly - 8 
Average number of attendees in all small groups weekly - 75 
Percentage of weekly worship attendees in small groups - 35% 
 
Risk-Taking Mission & Service 
Average number of members in mission/outreach each week - 20 
 
Extravagant Generosity 
Average weekly giving toward annual budget -$7,000 
Percentage paid towards conference and district apportionments - 10% 
Additional giving: Missions - $25,000 
Additional giving: Memorials, Endowments, Bequests - $1,000 
Additional giving: Advance Specials/Special Sunday Giving - $2,000 

Breakthrough Goals - Each year the Conference asks local churches to set goals for the 
following year; these are called “Breakthrough Goals”. These goals are to meant to help 
churches strive for growth in multiple ways, worship, hospitality, faith development, mission, and 
generosity. None of these goals can be accomplished by the staff or church leadership alone; 
these are goals for the entire Aley family. Goals are intended to help us stretch and grow, they 
give us something to strive for and focus on as we live into our mission to “Love God. Love 
People. Make Disciples.” Our 2023 Breakthrough Goals are listed below. Your assistance in 
tracking this information throughout the year is greatly appreciated! What ideas do you have that 
might help us reach these goals? 

Ash Wednesday - YAA (Youth at Aley) 

will be leading the congregation in an Ash 

Wednesday service on February 22 @ 

7pm in the Sanctuary. We will have a 

reflective service that includes the 

imposition of ashes.  

Connect Cards for Sunday Services:  

As we move into a new year and 

become accustomed to normal changes a 

new year brings, our ability to track worship 

attendance is more important than ever. 

Please be diligent in filling out the physical 

connect card or the internet connect card with 

QR each week. This also ensures we can 

receive prayer requests in a timely manner. Church office closed for the Holidays: 

Monday, February 20th 

Presidents’ Day 

Passionate Worship 
Face-to-face live worship - 150 
Online worship - 75 
Fresh expression-type service - 1 
 
Radical Hospitality 
Total professions of faith for the year - 10 
Total baptisms for the year - 5 



 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

Thank you!! Thank you!! A most sincere thank you to each of you who have completed your service on 

church committees. You have served Aley faithfully and now it is time to rest and renew! See you in church! 

Thank you to: 

Committee on Lay Leadership- Jan Schneider, Marilyn Rodney 

Lay Delegate to Annual Conference - Judy Herting 

Alternate Lay Delegate to Annual Conference- Carl Herting 

Board of Trustees- Keith Simpson, Heather Wofford, Karl Heidrich 

Staff Parish Relations- Jill Smilek, Randy Frederick, Beth Collins, Judy Herting 

Finance- John Shishoff, Ashley Decker 

Church Council- Susan Grinkemeyer, Judy Herting, Carl Herting, Sean Stevens 

How the 1000 Gifts for Christmas Became the 1600 Gifts for Christmas 

At Thanksgiving, the Youth and Pastor Abby presented us with three challenges concerning food 

insecurity.  One of them involved helping to alleviate food insecurity in our community by 

contributing nonperishable food to Feed the Creek.  Feed the Creek helps to supply food to local 

hungry families in 2 ways - through a school program that supplies weekend foods to 

hungry students and to help fill Little Free Pantries (like the one in the Aley parking lot).  As a 

congregation we were encouraged to help supply 1000 items 

of non-perishable foods that can be distributed through both 

Feed the Creek programs.  During the 3 weeks of collection, 

our amazing Aley family donated 1600 items!  Individual 

portioned items will be donated to the school distribution effort 

and the other foodstuffs will be used to keep the Aley Little 

Free Pantry stocked for a while.  A HUGE THANK YOU to 

everyone for their amazing contributions.  But don't forget 

about the challenge.  Feed the Creek will continue to need 

donations.  There is always a collection box in the Hospitality 

Center. 


