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A blank page.  A clean slate. 

Whether it’s a blank piece of notebook paper with pen in hand, a blank computer 

screen with fingers poised on keyboard, a blank canvas with paint brush hover-

ing, or a blank page in the calendar with nothing scheduled and nothing ex-

pected: a blank page can be exhilarating and a blank page can be intimidating. 

I love opening my journal to a blank page, entering the date, and recording the 

events and God-sightings and reflections that are for my (and God’s) eyes only.  

But, truth be told, a blank computer screen on which to write something that 

someone else will read – that can be intimidating. 

As we enter the season of Lent in preparation for Easter Sunday, the metaphor of a blank page 

seems apropos.  Many of us give up (or fast from) certain things for the forty days of Lent.  The in-

tent of the fast is that when we take something away, we make time and space to meet God and for 

God to do something new.  It’s kind of like erasing something from a page so that it is blank and 

something new may be written or drawn. 

During worship in these next weeks, we will explore scripture in search of the things that Jesus 

would have us give up, not just for forty days but forever, that we might experience fullness of life.  

We’ll consider giving up control, expectations, superiority, our lives, darkness, and popularity, that 

we may be more like the blank page on which God can write the story of our lives.  And, yes, that 

can be both exhilarating and intimidating. 

The Good News is, friends, on that first Easter when Jesus conquered the grave, the slate was 

wiped clean and a blank page of new life offered to all who would receive.  Thanks be to God! 

There’s another blank page on my mind, as well: the blank page of this chapter of ministry that we 

will share together.  I am excited that our time together will be shaped by the holy seasons of Lent, 

Holy Week and Easter, Eastertide and Pentecost.  It is privilege and honor to come alongside you in 

this season; and it is joy and blessing to work with Pastor Abby and the amazing staff and lay lead-

ers of Aley Church.  In other words, yes, this new chapter is both exhilarating and intimidating (at 

least for me, and maybe for you, too).  Thank you for your grace as we journey it together.  I am 

praying for you.  Will you pray for me? 

So, here’s the thing about blank pages and clean slates … 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; great is God’s faithfulness. – Lamentations 3:22-23 

 

Blessings of Lent, 

Pastor Wendy 

Interim Pastor 

Pastor’s Message 

Wendy Lybarger 
Interim Pastor 



  

If unable to greet, please switch with someone; if that fails, contact Fay Young at flyoung@sbcglobal.net. 
More volunteers are needed to serve as greeters on Sunday mornings. 

Do you have Facebook? Instagram? If so, you can easily help spread the word! Aley posts something 
on Facebook (@aleychurch) and/or Instagram (@aley_umc) nearly every day. Sometimes we post 
things that are connected to worship, sometimes our posts are funny, sometimes they're motivational, 
and sometimes they help us get to know each other better. But did you know that by interacting with 
our posts, you help others see them too?! When you comment on a post, it's more likely that your 
friends will see the post because you have commented on it. Reactions (thumbs up, hearts, etc.) also 
help increase our spread on the internet. So give us those reactions and comment when you've got 
something to say; it's a triple win - we get to know you better, you're more likely to see our future posts, 
and your friends are more likely to see our posts! 

Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

Robert Baird, Jr. 3/18 

Reilly Franke  3/19 

Lafe Tyree  3/19 

Paul Bauer  3/21 

Dana Shaw  3/21 

James Koontz, Jr. 3/22 

Ryan Clark  3/25 

Eugene Townley 3/25 

David Murray-Hill 3/26 

Phyllis Waida 3/30 

Diane Eischen 3/5 

Cheryl Skipper 3/5 

Natalie Kindell 3/7 

William Noble 3/8 

Deborah Ziegler 3/8 

Jacob Oxner  3/9 

Harley Smith  3/9 

James Caroll  3/10 

Hayden Anderson 3/12 

Mary Guernsey 3/13 

Benjamin Oxner 3/17 

8:30 AM Downstairs Upstairs 10:30 AM Downstairs Upstairs  

March 5th Tom Pogue Trovia Pogue March 5th (Need 

Greeter) 

Joanna Warner  

March 12th Fay Young Bonnie Essex March 12th (Need 

Greeter) 

Joanna Warner  

March 19th Tom Clinch Lisa Clinch March 19th Carl Herting Joanna Warner  

March 26th Bob Linhardt Wretha 

Haines 

March 26th Cheryl 

Skipper 

Joanna Warner  



 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

ATTENTION LADIES:  UWF 
is sponsoring a virtual baby 
shower for our April General 
Meeting, April 3

rd
 for Hope 

Rising, formerly LifeLight, Miami Valley 
Women’s Center for those women who have 
unplanned pregnancies and need help with 
baby items.  Currently they need: baby wash 
and shampoo; Huggies Little Mover diapers; 
Enfamil or Similac, baby clothing 6-9 months; 
12 months and up to 5T, and Gerber’s Baby 
Food Variety Pack.  You do not need to wrap 
these items as they will be placed in Rising 
Hope’s Baby Boutique., where parents can use 
their "baby bucks" they earn by taking parenting 
classes.  Hope Rising is also accepting 
monetary donations for their General 
Fund.  Please make your check out to 
UWM.   You may also mail your 
checks to Debbie Noble, 2214 
Grange Hall, Beavercreek, OH 
45431. Join us for refreshments, 
games and fellowship on April 
3

rd
 at 7 p.m.   Please call Susan 

Lehneis, 937-901-6255, Michele 
Donaldson, 937-684-3828 or 
Mary Wesch, 937-287-7769 if 
you have questions.   

“Save the Date”Music Camp 2023: will be the 
week of June 26, 2023. Help is needed! No 
music experience required. It is a great 
opportunity for community outreach! See Cheri 
Warner if you’d like to volunteer. Email: 
bells@aleyumc.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Reminder…If you need a transport chair to take 
someone to an event or doctor appointment, 
please contact Karen Engel. Our transport 
chairs are always available on loan for short 
periods of time. We also have wheelchairs and 
walkers available for longer periods of time. Call 
Karen Engel and arrange for these anytime. 

 

 

Scams and how to avoid them  

Caring Ministries program 
for 2023. We will have a 
law enforcement officer, 
an Attorney and a 
Prosecutor to talk to us 

about Scams and how to avoid them and what 
to do if you are Scammed. This program will be 
presented in the hospitality Center on Sunday 
March 19 at 2pm. Anticipate at least an hour as 
all three plan to speak. They will also have 
handouts available. Stay after Lenten study or 
come at 2pm. I think this presentation will be 
worth your time. Call Karen Engel at 937-426-
3988 if you have questions. 

UMM Monthly Meeting:  

Aley United Methodist Men’s monthly meeting will be held on March 18th in the 
Hospitality Center beginning at 8:30am.  We will be joined by Beavercreek  Mayor, Bob 
Stone.  Mayor Stone will give a short talk and then answer any questions from the 

group.  Both men and women are welcome to join us for this meeting.  Please RSVP for this meeting 
by emailing me at rocketflyer10@gmail.com.  Please come, enjoy breakfast and meet the mayor.   

Jack McChesney 

Aley's next week to provide food 
for Family Promise is the week of 
March 12.  Our Youth will be 

providing the meal on Sunday, the 12th and the 
rest of us will provide the food on Friday and 
Saturday, the 17th and 18th.  Sign up sheets 
will be out in the narthex on Sunday, March 5th 
or you may call Lori Becker at 440-823-4366 to 
offer your services.  Thank you again so much 
for being our Lord's hands and feet to serve 
those in difficult circumstances. 

mailto:bells@aleyumc.org
mailto:rocketflyer10@gmail.com


 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

23rd Annual Family Promise Golf Outing: 
Family Promise of Greene County is planning 
to have our 23rd  Annual  Family Promise  
(fka IHN) Golf Outing in 2023. We are currently 
recruiting golfers for this Golf Outing which will 
be held on May 22 at the WGC Golf Course in 
Xenia, Ohio.  In this event our goal is to have 
40 golfers who will come and play a day of golf 
and raise funds by recruiting sponsors who will 
sponsor them during this event by donating via 
a onetime gift to Family Promise or an amount 
per hole played.  If you are interested in 
supporting Family Promise by playing in the 
Golf outing or would like 
more information please 
see Don Schneider or call 
him at 937-429-0620 or 
937-232-1806 not later 
than April 1.  

Tuesday evening sewing group: If you like to 
sew or if you would like to learn to sew….this is 
the group for you. Tuesday evenings at 7pm, 
several ladies meet in room 201 to sew  and to 
make quilts. This group doesn’t meet the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month. If you would like to join 
this group, Bring your sewing machine if you 
have one or just bring hand work. Make new 
friends and learn new skills. If 
you have any questions, 
please contact Phyllis Young 
at 937-426-2665 

Kids Corner: 

Winter is almost over and there is lots of good 
stuff for kids and their families coming up in 
the spring and summer.  Here are some dates 
to save on your calendars. There will be lots 
more details coming up! 

April 1 - Easter Egg Hunt (11:00 am) 

April 9 - Easter Sunday Services 

April 23 - Family Mystery Dinner  (4-6 pm) 

May 13 - Meal Packing event 

June12-16 - Vacation Bible School  "Food 
Truck Rally" 

June 26-30 - Music Camp 

July - Aley Summer Mini-Camps  This is going 
to be exciting!  Stay tuned! 

Families are welcome to attend the annual 
Easter Egg Hunt on April 1 at 11:00 am.  Bring 
your Easter baskets and  meet in the 
Hospitality Suite for some springtime fun.  In 
preparation, we will need LOTS of filled eggs 
to hunt!  Please bring donations of candy, or 
pick up some eggs to fill 
from the Hospitality 
Center as the day 
of the Easter Egg 
Hunt approaches. 

 

--Susan 

Save the Date for Women's Retreat!!  

The women of Aley are invited to attend a 
Women's Retreat at Aley on April 29. We will 
meet from 9-1 to sing, learn, fellowship and 
share together. Please invite your family, 
friends and neighbors to hear Lisa Meiners from 
Deeper Still Ministries talk on Treasured 
Possession. We will make a simple craft to give 
to the incarcerated women at Dayton 
Correctional Institution to reassure them they, 
too, are God's Treasured Possession.  There is 
a $20.00 registration payable at the time of the 
event and we ask each participant to bring a 
treasured possession to show and share.   

Friendly Helpers Needed - Do you desire for 
others to feel a warm welcome when walking in 
the door at Aley? Are you looking for an easy 
way to help the church? We are in need of 
greeters for our hospitality team on Sunday 
mornings for both the traditional and modern 
service. As a greeter, we ask that you arrive 20-
30 minutes before service begins, welcome 
people as they come in the door, help with any 
mobility issues, provide direction to the 
sanctuary, elevator, restrooms, or hospitality 
center, open doors as needed, and be a warm 
friendly face. People have shared that Aley is a 
“special place” with a “warm feeling”, greeters 
are one of the first people that help set this tone 
with first-impression upon entering the door. 
Greeters serve on a rotational basis. Please 
contact Fay Young if you’re willing to serve in 
this capacity - flyoung@sbcglobal.net (937) 
416-9119 

mailto:flyoung@sbcglobal.net


 

Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

Upcoming Scheduled Services: 

Maundy Thursday - April 6th @ 7pm 

Good Friday - April 7th @ 7pm 

A Note From Aley’s New Church Council Chairperson, Nancy Williams  

 I have been attending Aley Church for approximately 6 years but officially 

transferred my membership to Aley from Jefferson UMC (Ashtabula County) this past 

fall. I was raised in a Presbyterian church but joined a Methodist church after college 

and have been an active member of several different Methodist churches for over 35 

years. Although this is my first year on Aley Council, I was a member of the 

Administrative Council while attending Jefferson UMC and served on the Aley Board 

of Trustees prior to being asked to serve as Council Chair. 

 I moved to the Beavercreek area in 2015 to work as an Assistant Professor in Educational 

Administration at Wright State University teaching graduate students in the teacher leader and 

principalship programs. I resigned from this position in 2020 but continue to supervise student 

teachers. 

 I retired from K-12 education after teaching high school science for 8 years and working in 

various administrative positions for 22 years. I ended my career as the superintendent of the 

Buckeye Local School District (about 2000 students) in Ashtabula County (far NE corner of Ohio). I 

maintained my passion for teaching and learning as I moved into administration and focused on 

professional development for adults, best instructional practices, and school improvement 

processes. I was a School Improvement Supervisor in two different counties where I helped local 

districts analyze data, develop improvement plans, and monitor their progress prior to becoming the 

superintendent at Buckeye where I got to lead the entire process. 

 Church Council is responsible for the administration of the church and is expected to 
envision, plan, implement, and evaluate the mission and ministry of the church. It is comprised of 
the chairs from Trustees, Finance, Staff Parish Relations, and the Nominations Committees, the Lay 
Leader, Lay Delegates to annual conference, and several at large members. I hope that my 
background and experience in the school improvement process (growth mindset) will translate to the 
context of a church setting in general, and Aley United Methodist Church in particular. I look forward 
to working with all of you to accomplish our mission (Love God – Love People – Make Disciples) by 
setting priorities and benchmarks, measuring progress, and celebrating the impact the Aley Church 
family (with God’s guidance) will have on our local community and beyond. 

Calling all Canners!  
Do you know how to preserve through canning? Do you want to learn how to 
preserve through canning? We’re excited about the possibility of starting a 
ministry to help preserve food through canning. Think of the possibilities…extra 
harvest from gardens or fruit trees? We’ll can it! Food on sale? Buy extra and can 
it! Want to help, but don’t need the food? We are able to can it and provide for 
those in need or give as gifts! We can take unused food and make it shelf-stable. 
Imagine the possibilities both personally and in service to others and the earth. 
Plus, we’ll have fun doing it together! If you’re interested in helping, please 
contact Jane Morford - couponfreak2830@hotmail.com or text (937) 572-6506 

Altar Flowers: Altar flowers can be ordered by 

emailing aley@aleyumc.org. Please include the 

date you would like the flowers on the altar. 

Payments of $40 may be made via check to Aley 

UMC, please put “flowers” in memo line. 

mailto:couponfreak2830@hotmail.com


 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

Save the Date Youth Summer Camp - Tar Hollow 
Summer Camp is quickly approaching, save the date now 
for the BEST week of summer!! Camp is open to all 
students entering grade 7 through those who graduate 
2023. Music, beautiful nature, inspiring messages, new 
and old friends, lots of laughs, growing and exploring 
together...we've got it all! Scholarships available if 
requested, see Pastor Abby. 
 
A word about Tar Hollow from Pastor Abby “I have been 
attending Tar Hollow for 20 years and would love to have 
more youth come and experience this week away in 
God's creation growing with other youth and adults in a 
beautiful atmosphere. We're always in need of more great 
volunteers to serve at camp too, so if you're interested 
please let me know!” 
 
Adults, you don't have to miss out on the fun! We're 
looking for great volunteers to serve at camp too, don't 
miss out on all the fun!  
Stay tuned for staff applications to open around March 1 
and camper applications open April 1...come join the fun! 

Aley Scholarships - Aley offers the Wesley 
Christian Scholarship to graduating Seniors 
each year. We’re in the process of re-
vamping our application process, stay tuned 
next month for more information. However, 
to even offer the scholarship we depend on 
donations. If you desire desire to help the 
next generation with school/trade costs, 
please consider donating to the Scholarship 
Fund (#3350). 

UMCOR Giving - The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) provides great 
assistance with local, national, and international 
disasters and tragedies; they are often one of 
the first to respond and offer hope. Recently 
Turkey and Syria were greatly impacted by 
terrible earthquakes and UMCOR was quick to 
offer support through partner organizations in 
that area. 100% of all donations to UMCOR go 
directly to providing relief. If you’d like to 
contribute to UMCOR’s international relief (such 
as in Turkey and Syria), please scan the QR 
code to give online, or 
write a check made out to 
UMCOR with “Advance 
#982450” in the memo 
and send to:  
 
Advance GCFA  
P.O. Box 9068  
New York, NY 10087-
9068 

Summer Camp for Kids -  
The West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church is blessed to have 3 camps 
in West Ohio that offer a variety of experiences for kids! Check out https://
www.aleyumc.org/ministries/kids for more information. Scholarships available if 
requested, see Pastor Abby. 

YAA Bowling - Friday, March 24 we will go 
bowling at Beaver-Vu. Students should be 
dropped off at Beaver-Vu at 5:45pm and can 
be picked up at 8:00pm; 
dinner and bowling fees will 
be covered by Aley. RSVP to 
Pastor Abby by 3/19 so we 
can ensure we have 
enough lanes! 

https://www.aleyumc.org/ministries/kids
https://www.aleyumc.org/ministries/kids
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