
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
School is back in session! Generally routines, schedules, habits, and other parts of  
daily/weekly life are different during the school year than they are during the summer. 
Even if you don’t have students of your own in school, or you’re not involved in a 
school, it’s likely that your schedule looks a bit different during the school year than it 
does during the summer. At Aley our summer schedule looks much different than the 
rest of the year. But alas, summer has come and gone and we’re in full swing of  
another school year.  
 
As we enter the fall, I encourage each one of us to take a moment to reflect upon our 
own schedules, habits, and patterns of living. Who, or what, is consuming most of your 
time? Where is your financial priority? How much of your day is spent on your phone or 
a looking at a screen? What is missing from your daily, or weekly, schedule?  

 
“Commit everything you do to the Lord. 

    Trust him, and he will help you.” 
Psalm 37:5 (NLT) 

 
 
In Psalm 37 David encourages us to commit everything to the Lord. EVERYTHING. If we were to step back 
and take a birds-eye-view of our day and our week, would it be possible to say we’ve committed everything 
we do to the Lord? Or are we committing some things we do to the Lord?  
 
The start of the school year is a great opportunity to really stop and look at what we’re doing to evaluate what 
we may need to add, or remove, from our schedules, habits, and routines. Perhaps upon reflection you find 
you need more daily time with God, more consistent worship, to surround yourself with encouragement, to 
spend more time with those you love and less time looking at a screen, or some other way to offer more of 
what you have - and more of you - to God.  
 
I encourage us all to start with one step - one way to move closer to offering full commitment to God of  
everything we do. After you have prayed about it and the Spirit has revealed to you what that one step is, 
share it with someone who will lovingly help keep you accountable. Pastor Bill and I would love to hear what 
step you’re taking if you’re willing to share! In Psalm 37, David not only tells us to commit everything we do to 
the Lord, but he reminds us that if we trust in the Lord, we will receive help; and what better help is there, 
than help from the Lord?! 
 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Abby 
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If unable to greet, please switch with someone; if that fails, contact Fay Young at flyoung@sbcglobal.net. 
More volunteers are needed to serve as 

Do you have Facebook? Instagram? If so, you can easily help spread the word! Aley posts something 
on Facebook (@aleychurch) and/or Instagram (@aley_umc) nearly every day. Sometimes we post 
things that are connected to worship, sometimes our posts are funny, sometimes they're motivational, 
and sometimes they help us get to know each other better. But did you know that by interacting with 
our posts, you help others see them too?! When you comment on a post, it's more likely that your 
friends will see the post because you have commented on it. Reactions (thumbs up, hearts, etc.) also 
help increase our spread on the internet. So give us those reactions and comment when you've got 
something to say; it's a triple win - we get to know you better, you're more likely to see our future posts, 
and your friends are more likely to see our posts! 

9:00  AM Downstairs Upstairs 

Sept 4 Don Schneider Jan Schneider 

Sept 11 Tom Clinch Lisa Clinch 

Sept 18 Lynn Stout Bonnie Essex 

Sept 25 Fay Young Randy 

Frederick 

Ruby Darding        9/16 

Robert Linhardt       9/16 

Rosemary Radkey       9/17 

Ann Keller                   9/19 

Rebbecca Hamman       9/21 

Vicki Linder        9/21 

Patrick Mercer        9/21 

Wendy Adams        9/22 

Lori Becker        9/22 

Sally Swartz        9/22 

11:15 AM Downstairs Upstairs 

Sept 4 Carrie Black Joanna Warner 

Sept 11 Cheryl Skipper  

Sept 18 Carl Herting Judy Herting 

Sept 25 Ted Theopolos Jene Theopolos 

   

Karin Reinsmoen 9/23 

Joan Haslup  9/25 

Lily Leszczuk  9/25 

Kyle Ruff  9/26 

Nicholas Balint 9/28 

William Copenhaver 9/30 

Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

George Skipper       9/1 

Holly Caroll        9/2 

Megan Nelson        9/2 

Dennis Cochran       9/3 

Ava Anderson        9/4 

David Radkey        9/5 

Madison Cooke       9/7 

Heth Corl        9/7 

Connie Mentzer       9/8 

Trovia Pogue        9/9 

Joe David        9/10 

Kimberly Weisenberger    9/14 

Judy Herting        9/15 

Michele Donaldson       9/15 



 

Caring Ministries: 

Aley will have a Care Partner training in October. If you feel that God has gifted you to care for and pray for 

others, please consider becoming a Care Partner.  

Our purpose is to be available to help in times of need and to pray for others. Below are a few of the “myths” that 

surround Care Partnering. 

Myth:  Care Partners are biblical experts.  Some are very well versed in the Bible, but no Care Partner is 

expected to be an expert.  We do expect that they are believers and attend worship regularly. 

Myth:  Care Partners have to pray out loud with their flock families.  Care Partners may pray with their flock 

families if they desire.  They must include them in their personal prayers. 

Myth:  Care Partners have to attend a lot of meetings.  After the initial equipping, there are just an occasional 

meetings each year. We also have a Care Partner recognition once a year. 

Myth:  Care Partners can’t choose their flock (the persons receiving care).  Trained Care Partners discuss 

possibilities with Karen Engel, Director of Care Ministries, and then together they choose their flock. 

Myth:  Care Partners have to spend a lot of time caring for their flock families. Care Partners need to 

contact their families a minimum of once a month.  This can be a phone call, short chat at church, home visit, 

a card, etc.  The amount of time spent depends the needs of the flock and the time the Care Partner has to 

meet those needs. 

Myth: Care Partners have to meet their flocks needs alone. When there is a need too great for the Care 

Partner, all the Care Partners help in any way possible.  

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT: 

West Ohio Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church convened online June 3-4 to celebrate ministry 

and handle the business of the church. Below is a link to the “Official” summary of the 2022 West Ohio Annual 

Conference as published by the West Ohio Conference. Please go to www.westohioumc.org/ac/2022 to read the 

full conference report.  

 

Lay delegate Judy Herting shared that her 2 main “take home” messages from annual conference were: 

No major changes will happen in the Book of Discipline until at least 2024 when the General Conference is 

next scheduled to meet. However, it is also possible that no major changes will be made then either. In 

the meantime, the current Book of Discipline should be used as the church’s guide. 

Bishop Palmer’s theme was to “be on mission”. With all the controversies swirling in the air it is easy to be 

distracted. Instead, we need to be patient and focus on what our true purpose as Christians are and that 

is to be like Jesus to the world- to work in your mission field and to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. Focus on Jesus. Focus on the cross. 

Month of Undies: Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Month of Undies. 137 items were delivered to 

St. Paul’s this week. This is a much needed and very appreciated mission. You are all a true blessing to the 

Children! May God continue to work through us to always be a blessing to others!  

With Sincerest Thanks,  

Connie Howard, Project Coordinator. 

http://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2022


 

 

UWF Attention Ladies!: As we start a new year, our first Morning Circle meeting will 

be on the 28th of September at 9:30 a.m. in the parlor (Rm 208) upstairs. Please join 

us on our journey as we plan projects and programs for the coming year. The coffee 

and tea will be furnished. If you would like to volunteer to bring snacks or do a 

devotional for our September meeting, please contact Mary Wesch, (937) 287-7769 

(call or text) or you can email at:  happyteam264@gmail.com  

     Mark your calendars for September 26 (4th Monday) at 7:pm in the Hospitality Center.  The UWF Evening 
Circle is sponsoring a card making class.  The Class will be led by Sharon Hale, a Stampin Up consultant.  We 
will be making 3 cards...one Halloween, one fall, and one Christmas.  The cost will be $15.00 for supplies.  We 
will have only 20 spots available, and reservations are a must and need to be made by September 22. You don't 
want to miss the fun so reserve your spot by calling/texting/emailing Susan Lehneis at 937-901-498 or 
KLehneis@sbcglobal.net 

    Mark your calendar for October 3, 6:30pm for the United Women in Faith Salad Supper.  As you know the 
United Methodist Women are now United Women in Faith.  This year we are honored to have Beth Vanoli, 
President of the West Ohio United Women in Faith, joining us to discuss the changes to our organization. This 
will be a time to learn more about our transition to United Women in Faith and what it means for West Ohio. 
There will be time for questions.   Beth Vanoli is a Deaconess in the United Methodist Church. She is currently 
serving as the President of United Women in Faith for the West Ohio Conference. Her experience in UWF 
includes the Miami Valley District where she was Secretary and President before moving to the conference lead 
team to serve as Mission Coordinator and President.  

Looking forward:  

     The Evening Circle of UWF will NO LONGER be supporting Operation Christmas Child.  We have decided on 
a new ministry.  We will be putting together hygiene kits for Church World Services.  Just like our school kits, 
some of the hygiene kits will be given to St Paul's UMC in Dayton and the others will be given to Church World 
Services to be distributed throughout the US and overseas.  The list of needed supplies is on the UWF bulletin 
board (by the soda machine at the bottom of the stairs). 

United  

Women 

in Faith 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

Shaw Elementary:  

In the past we have partnered with Shaw Elementary as a way 

to connect in the local community. COVID has led to a pause 

in this outreach, but this year we have a way to reconnect and 

serve the students and staff at Shaw Elementary in two ways. 

 1 - They need volunteers to help students open their 

lunch containers and drinks and help see students out to recess 

after lunch. Containers are often difficult for students to open 

and with limited staff it is challenging to help all students in a 

timely manner; lunches take place daily from 11:05am-

12:30pm. Please contact Pastor Abby if you’re interested in 

helping with this need.  

 2 - Shaw is in need of individual packages of snacks 

(pretzels, granola bars, etc. that don’t need utensils to eat). 

They provide these for students who aren’t able (or forget) to 

bring in snacks from home. If possible, it’s best for these to be 

nut free and packaged in a nut-free facility. Please bring any 

snack donations to the church office.  

YAA: Youth At Aley is open to all students in 

grades 6-12 and will begin gathering again on 

Wednesday, Sept 7 6:30-7:30pm in the 

Activities Building. We will have pizza, play 

games, catch up, and talk about some plans 

for the year!  

mailto:happyteam264@gmail.com
mailto:KLehneis@sbcglobal.net
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Aley Kids are Awesome! 

I am very happy to become the Kid’s Ministry Director at Aley.  I have been involved in 

children’s ministry programs in lots of different ways over the years and I am excited to 

get to take on a role in Aley’s Kid’s Ministry. I appreciate everybody’s support and 

enthusiasm as I accept what is surely God’s calling to me! 

I was brought up in a church (and I will call out Central UMC in Mansfield, OH) that 

made me feel that children should be seen and not heard, and preferably not seen, either.  However, there were 

2 special people who helped guide my early spiritual journey and showed me that I was valued at church and 

that my experience at church was indeed important.  Emma Dennis taught my Sunday School class for grades 4-

6.  She never missed a Sunday, taught us kids how to maneuver through the Bible, and rewarded our attendance 

with tickets to the roller skating rink (which she owned and where I went every Sunday afternoon!).  From Mrs. 

Dennis I learned that my church experience reached far outside of the church walls and that there was lots of fun 

to be had learning about Jesus.  Donna Sturtz was our Junior Choir Director.  She could play the piano and direct 

the choir at the same time and taught us songs that I remember to this day.  Mrs. Sturtz was determined that we 

kids would learn and appreciate both hymns and “more modern” music.  Most of all Mrs. Sturtz allowed me to be 

heard at church and gave me a ministry of my own. 

Our kids at Aley SHOULD be seen and heard, SHOULD have fun learning about Jesus and SHOULD feel they 
have a ministry of their own.  Our kids are Aley’s most precious commodity and deserving of everybody’s 
investment in them. As members of Aley, we each get the opportunity to be the influence that makes a difference 
for our kids in their spiritual journeys, and therefore our own.  Start thinking about how YOU can be that 
special person to a kid at Aley!  There will be plenty of opportunities in Kid’s Sunday School and our mid-week 
program.  More on that is upcoming – stay tuned! 

Below is a table showing each of Aley's 

Pastor/Staff names and job titles. 

First name Last name Primary job title 

Adam Clark Media Coordinator 

Jessica Clark Administrative Assistant 

Karen Engel Care Minister 

Susan Grinkemeyer Kid's Ministry Director 

Tracey McKibben Accompanist 

Edmundo Moreira Worship Leader 

Thomas Oxley III Business Administrator 

Pamela Rauch Music Ministry 

Christine Riel Bookkeeper 

Gail Simpson Family Life 

Cheri Warner Music Ministry 

William Halter Lead Pastor 

Abby Lightle Pastor 

October 
Celebration:  On 

Sunday October 16th 
Aley will be celebrating 
Pastor/Staff 
Appreciation 
Sunday.  This is a 
chance to recognize 
and thank the people 
who work so hard 
throughout the year 
serving the spiritual needs of each member of Aley 
UMC.  Please consider writing a short note or card to each 
of these individuals thanking them for their dedication and 
hard work.   

Beginning September 18th there will be a basket in the 
narthex where you can drop off your cards.  You can also 
drop them off, or mail them, to the church office.   

Altar Flowers: Altar flowers can be ordered 

by emailing aley@aleyumc.org. Please 

include the date you would like the flowers 

on the altar. Payments of $40 may be made 

via check to Aley UMC, please put “flowers” 

in memo line. 



Aley to Serve Luncheon at St. Paul UMC:  

Once again Aley has the opportunity to serve a hearty 

luncheon to those in need. We will prepare to serve 

around 170 people at St. Paul UMC on Tuesday, 

September 6, 2022. Our menu will be goulash, green 

beans, Jell-O, salad, rolls, and Texas sheet cake or 

brownies. We need donations of food along with drinks, 

paper products, and supplies. Look for the sign-ups for 

server, food and the recipes on the UMW bulletin board 

located in the alcove by the stairwell by the Welcome 

Center. Please consider helping with this worthwhile 

endeavor. Any questions, please call Bonnie Essex at 

937-374-3099 or Susan Lehneis at 937-426-6255. 

 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

Heads Up! Aley's next week to provide food for 

Family Promise in Xenia is the week of Sep. 11.  Sign 

up sheets will be out in the narthex on the 28th for 

Tuesday, the 13th and Thursday, the 15th.  As in the 

past, we appreciate our Youth participation with the 

Sunday meal.  Thanks so much for being our Lord's 

hands and feet in providing food for our guests at the 

shelter.  Call Lori Becker at 440-823-4366 with any 

questions or to provide your services if you aren't able 

to be at church to sign up. 

UMM Monthly Meeting:  

Aley United Methodist Men’s monthly 

meeting will be held on September 17th 

in the Hospitality Center beginning at 

8:30am. We’ll enjoy breakfast and have a 

short business meeting. All men are invited 

to join us. 

Attention all golfers! October 24-29, 2022 is an 

opportunity for you to join up on the Aley Golf Retreat. 

We currently have 2 openings left, for men or for 

women. The cost is $650.00 which includes 5 nights 

lodging, 4 rounds of golf on championship courses, 1 

evening pizza party and various other 

gifts. We also will have a guest speaker 

sharing in a time of spiritual devotion and 

reflection. Please let Pastor Bill know as 

soon as possible that you are interested or 

if you have other questions about this 

event at pastor@aleyumc.org or  

937-441-0470. 

Troop 71 has had a busy summer of scouting! We kicked off the summer on Memorial Day weekend with three 

service projects that Saturday and another on Monday, with Scouts spreading mulch at Aley, planting flags at the 

Dayton VA cemetery, and helping with the Beavercreek Memorial Day service at the Veteran's Memorial Park.  

In June, we had three Scouts attend National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT) as participants and one of our 

Eagle Scouts was on staff. Our Senior Patrol Leader was chosen from that training to receive a scholarship to 

National Advanced Youth Leadership Experience (NAYLE), which he attended at Summit Bechtel Reserve in 

West Virginia.  

Our Eagle Scout from NYLT was on staff at NAYLE in Philmont, New Mexico in July, while another of our Eagle 

Scouts was out there completing an advanced high adventure trek with Scouts selected from around the country. 

While they were busy at Philmont, we took 24 Scouts and 7 adults to Camp Daniel Boone Scout in North Carolina 

for summer camp. We had 7 Scouts participate in high adventure opportunities there and 17 in base camp 

working on traditional scouting skills. The Scouts earned a total of 77 merit badges at camp, and have an 

additional 17 to finish up a few requirements at home. We all had a fantastic time!  

Also this summer, we celebrated three new Eagle Scouts, numbers 233, 234, and 235 for the troop: Arunn 

Sankar, Robbie LaFontaine, and Alex Weed. As a mom of boys in the troop for the past four years and now as 

Scoutmaster, it has been my privilege to watch all of our Scouts grow and learn leadership skills and life skills. 

We are looking forward to a fun fall season, full of camping, adventure, friendship, and growth. 

"In assisting his 'neighbour' every day to the best of his ability, and keeping truth, honesty, and kindness 

perpetually before him, the Boy Scout, with as little formality as possible, is pleasing God." ~Robert Baden-Powell 

Yours in Scouting, 

Kate Wisniewski 


