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Pastor’s Message 

Our God is a God of Justice. Yet, we often see acts of injustice. Our God is a 
God of Compassion. Yet, it seems there is often a lack of compassion. It’s very 
easy to see and be frustrated by the injustice, lack of compassion, polarization, 
division, etc. that we see in our societies. War, famine, oppression, racial and 
sexual prejudices, and broken systems that perpetuate harmful cycles - it all 
seems so big and impossible to correct. So what are we, as believers, to do? 
Yes, we are called to pray and prayer can be very important, but I also believe 
we are called to more. We are called to do what we can where we can.  
 

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves; 
    ensure justice for those being crushed. 
Yes, speak up for the poor and helpless, 

    and see that they get justice. 
   Proverbs 31:8-9 (NLT) 

 
Speak up when you see a “small” act of injustice (if there is such a thing as a small act of injustice). 
These everyday moments easily compound and lead to larger, more prominent acts of injustice - 
speak up when you see something. Students are often told “See something? Say something.” if they 
witness someone being bullied in school. When training adults to work with minors, I often say “See 
something? Say something.” in regards to potential abuse or harm. So I say to you, in your own little 
corners of the world - “See something? Say something.” when you witness injustice or oppression. I 
challenge you to write your local/state/federal representatives to let your voice be known about the 
senseless acts of gun violence, war, or other issues causing harm. While our system isn’t perfect, it’s 
what we have and sometimes we simply need to use what we have and share our voice to those 
who make policies. Educate yourself in regards to those of other races, sexual orientations, cultures, 
socioeconomic statuses, etc. Maya Angelou said ““When you know better, you do better.” There are 
endless resources available - books, documentaries, exhibits, etc. - to help educate ourselves on 
how “others” live, the struggles they face, the systems they struggle against, and the oppression they 
face. By becoming better informed we can better understand, better offer compassion, and better 
love all our neighbors.  
 
It’s easy to sit and see the problems of the world and lament. Lamenting can be healthy and there is 
a time and place for such an act. But what else can you do? What are you doing to fight the injustice, 
lack of compassion, and oppression in our world? How are you, individually, living out the mission of 
Aley to “Love God. Love People. Make Disciples.”? What are you doing? I’d love to hear what you’ve 
done - or what you’d like to do to live into this mission and battle against injustice and oppression! 
Sitting back and complaining about any issue of injustice is not going to solve it. If we all believe the 
issues are too big to fix, they’ll never be made right. If we stand up for injustice in the corners of own 
little communities, our larger communities will begin to change. See something? Say something.  
 
 
 
Pastor Abby 

Abby Lightle 
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If unable to greet, please switch with someone; if that fails, contact Fay Young at flyoung@sbcglobal.net. 
More volunteers are needed to serve as greeters on Sunday mornings. 

Do you have Facebook? Instagram? If so, you can easily help spread the word! Aley posts something 
on Facebook (@aleychurch) and/or Instagram (@aley_umc) nearly every day. Sometimes we post 
things that are connected to worship, sometimes our posts are funny, sometimes they're motivational, 
and sometimes they help us get to know each other better. But did you know that by interacting with 
our posts, you help others see them too?! When you comment on a post, it's more likely that your 
friends will see the post because you have commented on it. Reactions (thumbs up, hearts, etc.) also 
help increase our spread on the internet. So give us those reactions and comment when you've got 
something to say; it's a triple win - we get to know you better, you're more likely to see our future posts, 
and your friends are more likely to see our posts! 

Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

Christopher Hoskins 7/24 

Diana Linhardt 7/24 

Bernadette O'Connor 7/25 

Charles Shepherd 7/25 

Emily Hoskins  7/27 

Jim Dunham  7/29 

Arthur Powell  7/29 

Erik Stevens  7/30 

11:15 AM Downstairs Upstairs 

July 3 Carrie Black Joanna Warner 

July 10 Cheryl Skipper  

July 17  Joanna Warner 

July 24 Ted Theopolos Jene Theopolos 

July 31 Cart Herting Judy Herting 

Carolyn Berry  7/1 

Isla Hamilton  7/1 

Nancy Hagan  7/2 

Greg Tyree  7/3 

Spencer Albright 7/4 

Alexandra Shishoff 7/4 

Maria Balint  7/5 

Pamela Rauch  7/8 

Connor Shannon 7/8 

Inez Tweedie  7/9 

Kimberly Leszczuk 7/10 

InYoung May  7/10 

Paul Young  7/11 

Nate Miller  7/12 

Chris Hoskins  7/13 

Patrick Price  7/14 

Abby Lightle  7/20 

Charlotte Albright 7/22 

Alan Berry  7/23 

Tammy Cochran 7/24 

  

9:00  AM Downstairs Upstairs 

July 3 Tom Pogue Trovia Pogue 

July 10 Lynn Stout Fay Young 

July 17 Geneva Rose Fay Young 

July 24 Fay Young Randy Frederick 

July 31 Tom Clinch Lisa Clinch 



 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 15th of the month. Thank you. 

Blood Drive: Aley’s next  blood drive will be on Aug, 9th from 4pm-7pm using the Donor 

Coach in the church parking lot. We have met or exceeded our goal ever month  this year! 

Thank you for donating, this saves a person’s life!  

Altar Flowers: Altar flowers can 
be ordered by emailing 
aley@aleyumc.org. Please in-
clude the date you would like the 
flowers on the altar. Payments of 
$25 may be made via check to 
Aley UMC, please put “flowers” in 
memo line. 

Care Notes: Booklets provide comforting  

advice and consolation for people in many 

situations. These  booklets are offered free of 

charge to you here at Aley Church. The booklets 

cover a variety of topics in family care, elder 

care, grief and loss, health care, emotional life 

and spirit care. They are located upstairs on the 

table near the elevator. Check the racks regularly 

for new topics! 

House of Hope/Family Promise: Heads 

up for Aley’s July hosting! Our week will 

begin on July 10th. The youth provide on the 

10th and the rest of us provide on Friday and 

Saturday, the 15th and 16th. Sign up sheets will 

be in the narthex on Sunday, July 3rd. Thank 

you so much for your continued commitment to 

serving our displaced families.  

Greene County Council on Aging: Did you 

know the Council installs grab bars in the 

bathrooms of seniors living in Greene County? 

There is no cost to you and our friendly and 

experienced installers do a terrific job. Contact 

us if you would like more information. Our goal 

is to reduce your risk of falls and to keep you 

safe. Call 937-376-5486  

Aley’s New Administrative Assistant: Hi, 

my name is Jessica Clark. I live in Kettering, OH 

with my husband, Ken, and my 3 kids, Kayla, 

Hannah, and Nathan. I received my Associates 

Degree in Business Administration at the age of 

36 and have many years of experience as an 

administrative assistant. The biggest 

accomplishment in my life though is my family.  

My hobbies are walking, knitting, and 

gardening. I am excited to be working 

with Aley Church and being a part of 

the team! 

Health Ministry at Aley: Did you know that we 

sponsor a Blood Drive every other month and 

have several citations for exceeding our goals 

that are set by the Community Blood Center?  

We Also have medical equipment on loan to our 

church members...wheelchairs, walkers-seated 

and standing, shower chairs, bedside 

commodes, transport chairs, crutches, etc. If you 

have a need, check with Karen Engel  

937-426-3988 

Aley’s Prayer/Meditation Path: If you are looking for a quiet place to pray or meditate, or just want 

to take a cool stroll along a shady path, seek out Aley Church’s meditation path located in the woods just 

south of the pavilion. You’ll see an opening in the bushes and a bridge beyond. There are benches at 

the end of the path. 

Funeral food volunteers:  

Thank you from Caring Ministries and the 
United Women in Faith for your volunteering to 
provide food for funeral dinners.  

We are always looking for additional help, 
especially for serving food and setup/cleanup. 
Please contact Karen Engel or Phyllis Young if 
you are willing to help.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pizza with the Pastors: Join us July 10 in the 

Hospitality Center 12:30pm-2:00pm for a Pizza 

with the Pastors! We’ll enjoy pizza and drinks 

12:30pm-1:00pm and then have a discussion 

surrounding the current state of the United 

Methodist Church from 1:00pm-2:00pm (if 

attendance is too large for the Hospitality Center, 

we will have the discussion in the sanctuary). 

There is a lot of information, and a lot of 

misinformation, about what is - or may - be 

happening in the United Methodist Church. We’d 

like to spend this time discussing your specific 

questions or thoughts surrounding the matter. 

Outside the office is a box where we invite and 

encourage you to submit questions you’d like us 

to share about regarding the current, or future, 

state of the United Methodist Church as it 

currently stands. We will do our best to address 

as many questions as possible.  

 

Summer Music Camp: Summer Music Camp 

registration is now open! Aley will host a non-profit 

music camp for kids in grades K-6, that will be run 

by Warner Music Studio on July 25, 27, and 29 from 

8:30am - 11:30am. The theme this year is “The 

Music of South America,” and based on Disney’s hit 

movie Encanto. It will take place outside, weather 

permitting; activities will include working on music 

skills, games, and lots of other musical activities! 

Registration forms are available in the church and 

ACA offices, and can be 

returned to the office with 

payment for Cheri Warner. 

Many adult and teenage 

volunteers are needed!  

Email Cheri Warner 

cookiecaw@aol.com 

Kids Summer Camp:  

The West Ohio Conference of the UMC offers 

several summer camping opportunities for children. 

There are a variety of locations, dates and lengths 

of camps available. Check out www.aleyumc.org/

ministries/children for a link to the program. Aley 

offers a $50 scholarship reimbursement for each 

student from Aley who attends; additional 

scholarships are available if needed. Please reach 

out to Pastor Abby if you have any questions at 

familylife@aleyumc.org 

Tar Hollow Summer Camp 
July 11-16 there will be 4 youth and 2 staff from Aley attending Tar Hollow Summer Camp! First, please 
pray for a safe week and a week full of God’s Spirit and response to God’s Spirit. Additionally, one of the 
highlights of meal time at camp is receiving mail. Please shower our campers and staff with some extra 
love in cards, or care packages, as they spend a few days disconnected from the world and immersed in 
God’s creation surrounded by safe opportunities to share and grow. Anything that arrives after Friday will 
be too late, so please include your return address and send to allow enough time for the mail to arrive 
during our 5 days at camp!  
 

Tar Hollow Christian Adventure Camp 
Camper/Staff Name 

16396 Tar Hollow Rd 
Laurelville, OH 43135 

 
 
 

Aley Campers:        Aley Staff: 
 Harper Hays        Pastor Bill Halter 
 Allie Heckler        Pastor Abby Lightle 
 Ian McKibben 
 Hannah Wofford 

Lost and Found: Ring found in Church Parking 

Lot. Description required for receiving item. 

Please contact the office at 937-426-3988. 



Sunday School Superintendent: We are 

pleased to announce that Penny Plumley has 

agreed to act as our new Sunday School 

Superintendent! Penny will assist Sunday school 

teachers/facilitators to order study materials, help 

track expenses and offer support to our Sunday 

school programs. If you have any questions, you 

can contact Penny by email at 

pennyps11@gmail.com  

Special Music Needed! Since choir season has 

ended, let us know if you are interested in 

providing a solo, group vocal, or an instrumental 

selection during July or August. Please contact 

Pam Rauch at choir@aleyumc.org or  

937- 760-3222 (call or text). 

Feed the Creek: While Feed the Creek (FTC) 

doesn’t bag and send home food during the 

summer months, we do still collect items for the 

next school year. You may still drop off your 

donations in the FTC box near the kitchen at Aley. 

You may also drop off donations at any of the FTC 

barrels throughout Beavercreek such as the one 

just inside the doors at Knickerbocker Pools & 

Spas located on the southwest corner of Dayton-

Xenia and Grange Hall roads. Currently, FTC is in 

need of boxes of oatmeal packets, granola bars, 

and pudding cups. For more information, please 

contact Bill Noble at 937-681-8601 or email 

nobledesoto@ameritech.net. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to Engage! Plan to join the Aley Church Retreat on August 26 & 27. We will be gathering at The 

Spiritual Center at Maria Stein, about 8 miles south of Grand Lake St. Mary’s.  

There are private bedrooms with bathrooms for those wishing to spend Friday night, as well 

as many other rooms inside for various additional activities. There are also paved, smooth 

walkways outside to enjoy the grounds, which include Stations of the Cross, Walking the 

Rosary and a Prayer Hut nestled in the woods. There is a large field for outdoor games, a 

pond for fishing (catch and release) and a fire pit. The retreat team is planning a guest 

speaker, and a variety of activities for all ages; we will provide a selection of scheduled 

activities for you to choose from. All meals will be provided by the Spiritual Center. You 

MUST register for this event to ensure lodging and food. There is a map of the facility in the 

Narthex and sign up sheets are available. You will be asked to pay a fee, 1 room for $60.00 

or 2 rooms for $70 and meals are approximately $8 for breakfast, $10 for lunch and $11 for 

dinner. Scholarships are available if needed. If you have any questions, contact Gail Simpson at 

life@aleyumc.org 

Save the Date - Confirmation: This fall there will be an opportunity for students in grades 6-12 

to participate in Confirmation. Confirmation is a time in which youth dive into what it means to be 

a believer in Christ, the purpose of the Church, how to live out their Baptismal covenant, and the 

purpose and meaning of Scripture. It also provides a safe time to ask questions and wrestle with 

parts of faith that can be difficult or confusing.  At the end, if they're ready, each youth will have 

the opportunity to publicly 'confirm' their intention to live out their baptismal vows and join the 

church through a covenant of membership to become a full member of Aley United Methodist 

Church but more importantly a member of the global Church and Kingdom of God. Confirmation 

gatherings will take place over several weeks and more details will be coming soon, but the 

Confirmation Retreat will be 10/7-10/9. Please begin discussing this opportunity with any youth 

who may be interested and if you have any questions reach out to Pastor Abby 

(familylife@aleyumc.org) 

Save the Date - YAA Pool Party:  
YAA (Youth At Aley) Summer Pool Party! Join us 
Sunday, August 14 from 4pm-7pm at Idle Hour 
Swim Club for a FREE pool party to round out the 
summer fun! This is a great opportunity for students 
to invite friends to join in on the fun of YAA. The 
pool party is open to all students entering grades  
7-12 (students do not have to attend 
Beavercreek Schools), pizza will also 
be provided. More details will be 
coming soon, but mark your 
calendars now to join the fun! 

mailto:familylife@aleyumc.org


 

 

 

 

 CARE PARTNERS NEEDED! 

 

Do you love God and have the desire to show Christ's love to others?  Do you have the 
gifts of encouragement, assisting, compassion or pastoring?  Do you feel God is calling 
you to reach out to others?  You may have what it takes to be a good Care 
Partner.  Aley’s Care Partner Ministry is looking for caring individuals to become Care 
Partners in one of our four varieties: 

 

On-Call Care Partner - cares for an individual or family in crisis, who does not already 
have a Care Partner. This includes visiting shut-ins and hospitalized church members. 

Traditional Care Partners – cares for at least one family or individual. 

BabyPACE Care Partner - cares for a family shortly before and after the birth of a 
baby.    

All varieties of Care Partners have a love for God and others, a caring spirit and the 
willingness to be equipped to use their God-given gifts.  They follow the principle of 
PACE:  Pray for their flock on a regular basis; are Available to assist as needed; Contact 
their flock a minimum of once a month; and strive to provide a Christian Example.  

 

Our next Care Partner training will begin October, 8th at 10am until 2pm 
approximately. I will feed you lunch. If this date doesn’t work for your schedule, please 
contact Karen Engel at 426-3988 to plan for an alternate training time. 

 

Karen Engel 

Director of Caring Ministry  


