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Pastor’s Message 

Bill Halter 
Lead Pastor 

   Friends, in our world there is great division amongst us. Families, friendships, politics 

   and even the church are facing division and disunity. You may have heard that there is 

   division and disunity in the United Methodist Denomination. Very few of you have  

   discussed this situation with the Pastors. More of you have talked amongst yourselves 

   about the situation and I am sure even more have researched, listened and read many 

   articles, podcasts and presentations. There is no doubt it is a difficult time with many  

   varying and conflicting ideas, beliefs and opinions. 

   What I would embrace from everyone is that you are not taking or promoting sides, but 

   that you are in prayer for Aley UMC, the denomination and all groups and individuals  

   impacted on this journey in the history of United Methodism. I ask all of us to stop and 

   strive to truly listen to all voices, beliefs and theological understandings of the issues and 

do no harm. I ask all of us at this time to breathe, to listen, to love and to be open to hear the hearts of one 

another as we boldly and humbly surrender ourselves to God. 

I share with you that the foundational reason we are in division is over human sexuality. Yes, this is a part of the 

situation, but it is not the singular reason for the current splintering of the church that we are navigating. As your 

Pastors, we have not yet publicly discussed what we are facing at this time. I also assure you that we are not 

ignoring it either. We have been in deep prayer and discussion as to how and when to lovingly and carefully 

help Aley Church navigate this season. 

The purpose of this article is to reassure you that we are first in prayer. Second, we are keeping the mission of 

Aley to “Love God. Love People. Make Disciples.” at the forefront of all we do together for the Kingdom of God. 

Please remember during this time that the need to reach out to the world as the hands and feet of Jesus Christ 

does not stop. God’s grace and Agape love should be shared by the church and WE ARE THE CHURCH!  

Lastly, we are planning times in the future to meet and respectfully discuss this with you. If you desire a time to 

meet with the Pastors before then, our doors are open and welcome to all! Division and disunity are not 

something new in the world. In 1 Corinthians 1:10-17, Paul speaks to the Corinthian Church: 

“I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with 

each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose. For 

some members of Chloe’s household have told me about your quarrels, my dear brothers and sisters. Some of 

you are saying, ‘I am a follower of Paul.’ Others are saying, ‘I follow Apollos,’ or ‘I follow Peter,’ or ‘I follow only 

Christ.’ Has Christ been divided into factions? Was I, Paul, crucified for you? Were any of you baptized in the 

name of Paul? Of course not! I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, for now 

no one can say they were baptized in my name. (Oh yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas, but I 

don’t remember baptizing anyone else.) For Christ didn’t send me to baptize, but to preach the Good News - 

and not with clever speech, for fear that the cross of Christ would lose its power.” 

Friends, the cross of Christ will never lose its power. We are called to Love God. Love People. Make Disciples. 

Let us love with all that we have. You are the Body of Christ for the world to see! 

Peace, 

PB 



 

If unable to greet, please switch with someone; if that fails, contact Fay Young at flyoung@sbcglobal.net. 
More volunteers are needed to serve as greeters on Sunday mornings. 

9:00 AM Downstairs Upstairs 

June 5 Tom Clinch Lisa Clinch 

June 12 Fay Young Penny Plumley 

June 19 Bonnie Essex Fay Young 

June 26 Wretha Haines Randy Frederick 

Tom Pogue, Jr 6/1 

Dale Hotopp 6/2 

Linda McCarty 6/2 

Harry Morgan 6/2 

Roberta David 6/4 

Andersyn Heaton 6/4 

Rosemary Morgan 6/6 

Keith Simpson 6/6 

Rachel Collins 6/7 

Connie Howard 6/7 

John Ziegler 6/7 

Noah Waggoner 6/8 

Sandy Hadley 6/9 

Jill Smilek 6/9 

Thomas Clinch 6/11 

Sean Stevens 6/11 

Theresa Manker 6/12 

Jennifer Heaton 6/14 

Susan Hoskins 6/14 

Bonnie Essex 6/15 

Cynthia Shishoff 6/15 

Francis Weisenberger 6/15 

Kirk Lehneis 6/17 

Phil Bown 6/21 

Elizabeth Copenhaver 6/21 

Dawn Mumford 6/24 

Brock Hoskins 6/25 

Mary Wesch 6/25 

Heather Wofford 6/25 

Dorothea Bauer 6/26 

Philip Mumford 6/26 

Jobie Dunham 6/27 

Hadley Wetmore 6/27 

Carol Doster 6/28 

Patricia Martin 6/28 

Carol Biddle 6/29 

Shirley McChesney 6/30 

Fay Young 6/30 

11:15 AM Downstairs Upstairs 

June 5 Carrie Black Joanna 

June 12 Carl Herting Judy Herting 

June 19 Ted Theopolos Jene Theopolos 

June 26 Cheryl Skipper  

Do you have Facebook? Instagram? If so, you can easily help spread the word! Aley posts something 
on Facebook (@aleychurch) and/or Instagram (@aley_umc) nearly every day. Sometimes we post 
things that are connected to worship, sometimes our posts are funny, sometimes they're motivational, 
and sometimes they help us get to know each other better. But did you know that by interacting with 
our posts, you help others see them too?! When you comment on a post, it's more likely that your 
friends will see the post because you have commented on it. Reactions (thumbs up, hearts, etc.) also 
help increase our spread on the internet. So give us those reactions and comment when you've got 
something to say; it's a triple win - we get to know you better, you're more likely to see our future posts, 
and your friends are more likely to see our posts! 

Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 



 

United Methodist Men’s monthly meeting will be 
held on June 18 in the Hospitality 
Center beginning at 8:30am. We’ll 
enjoy breakfast and have a short 
business meeting.  All men are invit-
ed to join!   

Time to Engage! Plan to join the Aley Church Retreat on August 26 & 27. We will be gathering at The 

Spiritual Center at Maria Stein, about 8 miles south of Grand Lake St. Mary’s.  

There are private bedrooms with bathrooms for those wishing to spend Friday night, as well as 

many other rooms inside for various additional activities. There are also paved, smooth 

walkways outside to enjoy the grounds, which include Stations of the Cross, Walking the 

Rosary and a Prayer Hut nestled in the woods. There is a large field for outdoor games, a 

pond for fishing (catch and release) and a fire pit. The retreat team is planning a guest 

speaker, and a variety of activities for all ages; we will provide a selection of scheduled 

activities for you to choose from. All meals will be provided by the Spiritual Center. You MUST 

register for this event to ensure lodging and food. There is a map of the facility in the Narthex 

and sign up sheets are available. You will be asked to pay a fee, rooms are $62.00 and meals 

are approximately $9 for breakfast, $11 for lunch and $13 for dinner. Exact amounts will be 

given before July. Scholarships are available if needed. If you have any questions, contact Gail Simpson at 

life@aleyumc.org 

Blood Drive: There will be a blood drive on June 7 

from 4-7pm in the Aley parking lot with the Donor 

Coach. Please donate if you are able to! 

Pizza with the Pastors: Save the date! Pizza with 

the Pastors will be on July 10. Pizza will be at 

12:30, with a discussion to follow at 1:00. More 

details to come! 

Vacation Bible School: Join us for Vacation Bible 

School as we journey back in time to experience 

the Jerusalem Marketplace! Children will engage all 

senses as we walk with Jesus through the 

Marketplace. We will learn Jesus was King, Jesus 

showed God’s love, and Jesus loves 

us! VBS is June 21-24 from 8:30-

11:30am at Aley UMC. Contact 

Jennifer Heaton by email at  

Aleykids@aleyumc.org or register 

online by going to our website www.aleyumc.org/

ministries/children (or look for the sign up sheet in 

the Narthex!) 

Summer Music Camp: Summer Music Camp 

registration is now open! Aley will host a non-profit 

music camp for kids in grades K-6, that will be run 

by Warner Music Studio on July 25, 27, and 29 from 

8:30 - 11:30am. The theme this year is “The Music 

of South America,” and based on Disney’s hit movie 

Encanto. It will take place outside, weather 

permitting; activities will include working on music 

skills, games, and lots of other musical activities! 

Registration forms are available in the church and 

ACA offices, and can be returned to the office with 

payment for Cheri Warner. Many adult and teenage 

volunteers are needed! Email 

Cheri Warner with any 

questions or if you are 

interested in volunteering at 

cookiecaw@aol.com 

Kids Summer Camp: The West Ohio Conference 

of the UMC offers several summer camping 

opportunities for children. There are a variety of 

locations, dates and lengths of camps available. 

Check out www.aleyumc.org/ministries/children for 

a link to the program. Aley offers a $50 scholarship 

reimbursement for each student from Aley who 

attends; additional scholarships are available if 

needed. Please reach out to Pastor Abby if you 

have any questions at familylife@aleyumc.org 

Youth Summer Camp: Tar Hollow Summer Camp 

is open to all students who are currently in grades  

6-12 and will take place July 11-16 at Tar Hollow 

State Park. Tar Hollow Camp offers a safe 

environment for students to explore their faith 

together, bond with other students, and be 

surrounded by adults - all without access to 

technology! Camper applications opened April 1, 

and staff applications are also open if you’d like to 

volunteer. Aley offers a $50 scholarship 

reimbursement for each student from Aley who 

attends; additional scholarships are available if 

needed - see Pastor Abby for more information. 



 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 15th of the month. Thank you. 

Hearts and Hammers: Hearts and Hammers  is a 

group of volunteers who help with raking leaves, 

trimming bushes, changing lightbulbs, replacing 

washers in faucets, or any task that you are unable 

to do for yourself! They do this for free, unless 

parts must be purchased, then you pay for that. 

Following are the names of people in this group: 

Bill Noble, Gail & Larry Pohl, Carl Herting, Debi 

Heidrich, Eugene Townley, Jack & Shirley 

McChesney, Marilyn Rodney, Phil Mumford, Willow 

Cliffswallow, Jeremy Wofford, Sean Stevens and 

Tom Donaldson  

If you no longer wish to serve on Hearts and 

Hammers, please let Karen Engel know. 

Funeral Dinners: It is time to make new lists of 

people willing to help with funeral dinners. With all 

of the changes, we haven’t been serving meals as 

we have in the past. The new plan is for Grief 

Ministries to purchase ham, buns and a dessert. If 

requested by the family of the deceased, people of 

the church will donate casseroles, sides and 

desserts. United Women of Faith will serve the 

food and beverages, and clean up afterwards. If 

you would like to help with this ministry, please 

email your name to Karen Engel at 

caringministries@aleyumc.org or call Karen at   

937-426-3988. Our current lists are too outdated to 

use, so even if you have served in the past, please 

let us know if you would like to continue! 

Emergency Assistance #335 Fund: So far this 

year, we have helped 8 families outside of our 

church with gas and electric bills, Kroger cards, 

and one water bill. With families outside of Aley, we 

assist them one time a year with $100. Unless it’s a 

special circumstance, then the pastors direct 

whether we will give more money. No one in our 

church family has needed any help so far this year. 

Sunday School Superintendent: We are pleased 

to announce that Penny Plumley has agreed to act 

as our new Sunday School Superintendent! Penny 

will assist Sunday school teachers/facilitators to 

order study materials, help track expenses and 

offer support to our Sunday school programs. If you 

have any questions, you can contact Penny by 

email at pennyps11@gmail.com  

Kemp Road Clean-Up: Big thanks to Pam Rauch, Dick & Evie Ennis, Phil Bown, 

Carl Herting, Rodger Reedy and newcomer John DeWeese for helping to clean 

up our section of Kemp Road on April 16! The temperature could have been a bit 

warmer, and the rain could have held off a little longer, but that didn’t stop us 

from picking up several bags of trash and quite a bit of recyclables. Some of the 

more interesting items we found this time were a 60 lb. bag of cement mix, an 

Indianapolis Colts blanket, and a ball that’s about 15 inches in diameter; it will 

be cleaned before we figure out who gets to keep it. If you’re sorry you missed 

out on all the fun, don’t worry; we plan to do this again in the fall! Unfortunately, 

there will most likely be more trash to pick up by then. If you want to join us, you 

will need to read some paperwork and register with Greene county. Any 

questions, contact Bill Noble at nobledesoto@ameritech.net or call 937-681-8601. 

Special Music Needed! Since choir season has 

ended, let us know if you are interested in providing 

a solo, group vocal, or an instrumental selection 

during June, July, or August, please contact Pam 

Rauch at choir@aleyumc.org or 937- 760-3222 

(call or text). 

Spring Clean-Up A big thank you to those who 

came out and helped with our spring clean-up! The 

grounds at Aley now look very nice, thanks to all of 

you and your support of Aley! 

THANK YOU!: There were many who helped make 

my ordination celebration so wonderful - thank you 

to each one of you! It was a great celebration, both 

on May 10 and on May 15, and I am so grateful to 

be surrounded by such love, care, and support. I 

will not soon forget the way I felt on those days, 

and the love that was shared. Thank you doesn’t 

seem like enough, but I offer it with sincerest 

appreciation and honor. I look forward to continuing 

our ministry journeys together! 

~Pastor Abby  
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