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Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

Pastor’s Message 

Do you have Facebook? Instagram? If so, you can help easily spread the word about Aley! Nearly every 
day Aley posts something on Facebook and/or Instagram. Sometimes we post things that are connected to 
worship, sometimes our posts are funny, sometimes they're motivational, and sometimes they help us get 
to know each other better. But did you know that by interacting with our posts, you help others see them 
too?! When you comment on a post, it's more likely that your friends will see the post because you com-
mented on it. Reactions (thumbs up, hearts, etc.) also help increase our spread on the internet. So, give us 
those reactions and comment when you've got something to say; it's a triple win - we get to know you bet-
ter, you're more likely to see our future posts, and your friends are more likely to see our posts! 

“Two others, both criminals, were led out to be executed with him. When they came to 

a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were also 

crucified - one on his right and one on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 

they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by 

throwing dice.” - Luke 23:32-34 NLT 

For me, Easter has always been about the empty tomb and the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from death to eternal life. I often focus on it so much that I tend to minimize 

what happened on the cross. Perhaps it is because as a child, I learned to appreciate 

the joys of the resurrection over the pain of death because it is truly what we celebrate 

as an eternal victory. 

There is a phrase in the verses I am sharing today that I want to focus on. In many ways, this might be the 

most important message of the whole Easter passage. “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what 

they are doing.” This was said while Jesus was on the cross.  

This jumps out at me because we are in a culture where as individuals we seem to be only concerned 

about the selfish me. “What are my rights?” “Why did you hurt me?” “How come you didn’t ask me?” “Why 

did we do outreach and mission for those people?” I stop to ask us, have we become a church of me first? 

When Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing,” I would like to think 

Jesus was looking forward to April of 2022. I am also sad that Jesus would need to look forward to today.  

I often have to do a self-check to realize that I do not always live my life as a disciple of Jesus Christ and 

can be one of the me first movement leaders. For that, I confess my sin. 

What sin in your life has God already forgiven you for? What sin do you need to lay at the foot of the cross 

this Easter? What freedom will you celebrate knowing that Jesus has already forgiven you? 

Will you accept the gift? Will you be resurrected to new life? What a Happy Easter that will be! 

Peace,  

PB 

Bill Halter 
Lead Pastor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Wetzel 4/1 

Carley Shannon 4/3 

Alexandra Balint 4/4 

Fred Rosenbaum 4/4 

Dina Mannix 4/7 

Mary Parker 4/7 

Penny Plumley 4/7 

Angela Hamilton 4/8 

Geneva Rose 4/8 

Amanda Adams 4/9 

Robert Becker 4/10 

T.J. Theopolos 4/11 

Elise Grinkemeyer 4/12 

Kenneth Mar2n 4/13 

Ken Wetmore 4/13 

Sue Johnson 4/14 

Neil Reinsmoen 4/14 

Brian Swartz 4/15 

Ian Baird 4/16 

Ryan Baird 4/16 

Larry Linder 4/16 

Annabelle Gripko 4/18 

Hunter Neal 4/18 

Sco9 Albright 4/19 

Be9y Looney 4/19 

Taylor Nelson 4/19 

Amelia Chrisman 4/21 

Sue McCoy 4/23 

Erica Anderson 4/24 

Jean Lockwood 4/24 

Ronald Koogler 4/25 

Allison Neal 4/25 

Aubrey Wetmore 4/25 

Susan Lehneis 4/26 

Kasey Clark 4/27 

Deborah Heidrich 4/28 

Ellie Chrisman 4/30 

  

  

If unable to greet, please switch with someone. If that fails, please contact 
Fay Young. More volunteers are needed to serve as greeters on Sunday 

mornings. Please contact Fay Young at flyoung@sbcglobal.net. 

9:00 AM Downstairs Upstairs 

April 3 Don Schneider Jan Schneider 

April 10 Fay Young Wretha Haines 

April 17 Tom Clinch Lisa Clinch 

April 24 Joan Haslup Yvonne Garrett 

11:15 AM Downstairs Upstairs 

April 3 Carrie Black Joanna & Celyssa 

April 10 Cheryl Skipper  

April 17 Fay Young  

April 24 Ted Theopolos Jene Theopolos 

April GreetersApril GreetersApril GreetersApril Greeters    

Prayer Chain: You can request a prayer to be added to the prayer chain by calling the church office, or 

by sending an email with your request to prayers@aleyumc.org. When Kelli is not in the office, our 

prayer chain is covered by Chuck and Teri Manker. Have you ever wondered how to be a part of Aley’s 

Prayer Chain? Prayer Chain participants receive emails with requests from church members for prayers 

said for them, their family, or their friends various health needs. When many people are praying for an 

individual or a situation, these prayers bring help and encouragement. If you would like to join our prayer 

chain, please call the church office and Kelli will be glad to add your email to our list. 

Youth at Aley (YAA): Here are a few pictures from the YAA Pizzapalooza event last month! 



 

United Methodist Men’s monthly 
meeting will be held on April 9 in 
the Hospitality Center beginning at 
8am. We’ll enjoy breakfast and 
have a short business meeting. All 
men are invited to join us.   

UMW Morning Circle: On April 27, at 9:30am the 
UMW Morning Circle will meet in the Parlor.  Also, 
our Morning Circle Luncheon will be on May 25.  We 
will be meeting at the church pavilion at 12:00.  Plan 
on bringing your favorite dish to share, drinks will be 
provided! Please contact Mary Wesch (937) 287-
7769 if you have any questions. 

Spring Clean-Up: Spring Clean-Up will be 

Saturday, April 9 at 9am. If interested, UMM will 

serve breakfast beforehand at 8am. Please bring 

rakes, shovels, gloves and anything else needed 

to do clean-up work! 

Join Us! The choir will be presenting a mini-musical 

for the Good Friday service at 7pm on April 15. It is a 

celebration that demonstrates that 

when Jesus rose from the grave, sin 

could not defeat Him, death could never 

hold Him, and nothing in all the world 

could keep His love from us. Jesus, the 

resurrection and the life, proved once 

and for all that He alone is worthy of 

praise. Mark the date on your calendars to witness 

the story, told in narration and song, to prepare your 

hearts for the Resurrection of our Lord. 

Blood Drive: Aley is hosting the Community Blood 

Center Bloodmobile on Tuesday, April 12, from 4-

7pm in the parking lot. Blood is in short supply right 

now, if you are able to give, please do 

so! Our very own, Jim Engel was the 

recipient of two units of blood recently, 

so thanks to your donations, there was 

blood available! 

Kemp Road Clean-Up: We plan to clean Kemp Rd. 

on April 2 at 9am; our section of Kemp goes from the 

east edge of the church’s property to the bridge over  

I-675. Trash bags, gloves, grabbers and safety vests 

will be provided (and donuts too!) Weather permitting. 

If you have never done this before, there is some 

paperwork that Greene Co. Environmental requires to 

be filled in ahead of time - they want to ensure you 

know how to do this safely, and what things NOT to 

pick up: dead animals, needles, pipe bombs, etc. 

Contact Bill Noble to get signed up! 937-681-8601 

nobledesoto@ameritech.net  

Save the Date: Aley will have Maundy Thursday 

service on Thursday, April 14 at 7pm, and the 

Good Friday service will be Friday, April 15 at 

7pm in the Sanctuary. 

Easter Egg Hunt: Aley’s Easter Egg Hunt will be 

on Saturday, April 16 at 10:30am. Everyone is 

welcome to join (11 years and younger), so 

please bring all of your family and friends! The 

egg hunt will start promptly at 10:30 with our 

youngest group (up to 2 years old), 3-5 year olds 

will be immediately after that, and our last group, 

6-11 years! In the coming days, you will see 2 

baskets, one with empty plastic 

eggs that need to be filled and 

returned, and the other will be to 

donate the filled plastic eggs for 

our egg hunt!  

Youth Breakfast and Eggs: Youth in grades 6-

12 are invited to a pancake breakfast and then 

help prepare for the kids Easter Egg Hunt! We 

will meet at the church April 16 at 8:30am. The 

Egg Hunt begins at 10:30 and youth can be 

picked up around 11. RSVP to Pastor Abby by 

April 13. 

UMW Evening Circle: On April 25, at 7pm the UMW 

Evening Circle will host the director of the Dayton 

Linus Project, who will talk about their mission. We 

will also be working on a service project: making 

blankets for the Linus Project under the direction of 

Kayleigh Derbis, a Girl Scout who is working on her 

Silver Award. 



Altar Flowers: Altar flowers can be ordered by email-
ing aley@aleyumc.org. Payment of $25 may be made 
via check to Aley UMC, please put “altar flowers” in 
the memo line. 

 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 15th of the month. Thank you. 

Watch Party: Join us on May 10, we                          

will be having a watch party in the                              

Sanctuary for Pastor Abby’s                   

Ordination! Time is TBD. 

Open House: Celebrate Pastor Abby’s 

Ordination with us at each service on May 15, 

and also an Open House afterwards from 1-4pm, 

right here at Aley! 

Wesley Christian Scholarship: Scholarships will be 

awarded this year on May 15 at the 9am service. The 

deadline to return the application is May 6. Both of 

these dates have changed from the original dates! 

Did you Know? Caring Ministries has medical 

equipment to loan to church members and their 

families. We have wheelchairs, transport chairs, 

bed-side commodes, shower chairs, walkers 

(with/without seats), crutches & canes available, 

just ask Karen Engel for the items you need! 

Attention: Hearts and Hammers and the Men’s 
Group are willing to help with any small task 
around your house, or yard work. Just call the 
church office with your request. 

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and walked with them. - Luke 24:15 

Emmaus Walks Resume in Dayton: The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal 

and formation that begins with a three-day short course in Christianity. It’s an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way as God’s grace & love is revealed to you through other believers. The 

objective of Emmaus is to inspire, challenge, and equip the local church members for 

Christian action in their homes, churches, communities and places of work.                               

Men’s Walk: June 23-26, 2022. Women’s Walk: July 14-17, 2022.                                           

Walk weekends will be held at: Sulphur Grove UMC, 7505 Taylorsville Rd. #6313, Dayton, 

OH 45424. Applications are available at www.daytonemmaus.org. Any questions, contact Kirk & Susan 

Lehneis at klehneis@sbcglobal.net  

Camp Pallatanga: During the weeks of Lent, Aley will 
be taking a special offering (above the normal giving) 
to support Camp Pallatanga and the construction of a 
new chapel at the camp. The chapel has been under 
construction for the last several years, but COVID and 
short funding has stopped its progress. With work 
teams starting back up, the camp’s need for funds 
has returned. Please consider donating to this special 
offer by writing “Pallatanga Chapel” in the memo line. 

Summer Music Camp: Come along on our 

journey as we study the music and culture of 

South America! We might 

even TALK about Bruno! 

This will give a showcase to 

our church mission at Camp 

Pallatanga. Lots of 

volunteers are needed! 

Camp dates are Mon-Wed-

Fri, July 25, 27, 29 from 

8:30-11:30am. Questions? 

Contact Cheri Warner.  

Aley’s Ukulele’s: Cheri Warner will be teaching a ukulele class for teens through the Beavercreek Library 

on June 17. Check with the library to register, class size is limited! 

Soup Supper: All are welcome to join Soup Suppers! 

Look for sign-up sheets in the lobby so we know how 

much food we need; contact Dot Bauer with any 

questions: dot.bauer.3347@gmail.com 

Bell Choir: There will be a bell choir event hosted at 

Aley on May 22 in support of the 

struggles of Ukraine. More 

information to follow! 



 
 
Youth Summer Camp 
Tar Hollow Summer Camp is open to all students who are currently in grades 6-12 (those 
entering grade 7+ in fall 2022) and will take place July 11-16, 2022 at Tar Hollow State 
Park. Tar Hollow is a camp run entirely by volunteers for one week each summer and 
originated out of Sidney First United Methodist Church. Pastor Abby has attended Tar 
Hollow as a camper/staff for several years - in fact, this year will be her 20th year! It’s a 
place that offers a safe environment for students to explore their faith together, bond with 
other students, and be surrounded by adults - all without access to technology. Mark your 
calendar and save the dates now! Scholarships are available if needed. Camper 
applications open April 1, staff applications are already open if you’d like to volunteer as a 
staff member! Aley offers a $50 scholarship reimbursement for each student from Aley who 
attends; additional scholarships are available if needed - see Pastor Abby for more 
information. 
 
Kids Summer Camp 
The West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church offers several summer camping 
opportunities for children. Most camps are centered around a hobby or interest. There are a 
variety of locations, dates, and lengths of camps available. Check out 
https://aleyumc.org/ministries/children for a link to the program and options for Summer 
Camp 2022. Please reach out to Pastor Abby if you have any questions. Aley offers a $50 
scholarship reimbursement for each student from Aley who attends; additional scholarships 
are available if needed - see Pastor Abby for more information. 
 
UMW Evening Circle 
All ladies are invited on March 28 at 7pm in Room 201/203 to join Julie La Polt and her 
sister, Jan McCluer, to make kits for Caitlin Smiles; these kits will be given to children in 
hospitals. Items needed are small books for young children, stickers, crayons and small 
containers of playdough. Please bring your own scissors! 

https://aleyumc.org/ministries/children
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