
ALEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
WESLEY CHRISTIAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Important Dates: 
Application Due: April 15, 2024

Scholarships awarded: May 28, 2024


Scholarship Amount: up to $1,500 

Eligibility: 
• Applicant must be actively involved in ministry at Aley UMC or Youth At Aley (YAA)

• Applicants must meet one of the following criteria:


• A 2024 high school graduate seeking support for:

• first year of college

• further education in a skilled trade

• equipment/tools to enter a skilled trade


• Pursuing religious training at a level beyond the bachelor’s degree


History of the Scholarship: 
In the 1970’s, Aley had a wonderful member named Wesley Christian. He and his wife 
Pearl were faithful representatives of God’s love here at Aley; they are now buried in the 
Aley cemetery. Pastors always knew that they could ask anything of Wes and it would be 
done. When Wes Christian died in 1984, Aley wanted to honor him in some way, so it was 
decided to establish the Wesley Christian Scholarship fund in his memory as a way to 
always remember his service and devotion to Aley church and its members. Each year, 
graduating seniors or individuals pursuing higher religious education, who are active in the 
mission and ministry of the church can apply for this scholarship. Money for this 
scholarship is donated by Aley members in Wesley Christian’s honor and for the purpose 
of recognizing Aley’s faithful graduates. 

 
Return completed & signed application to Pastor Abby Lightle by April 15     



APPLICATION:  

General Information: 

Name: ________________________________________


Address: _________________________________________

	    

	      _________________________________________


High School Name: ________________________________________


Graduation Date: ____________________


Phone Number: __________________________


Email: ________________________________________________


Eligibility Information:  

1. Which of the following criteria is applicable to you? 


A 2024 high school graduate seeking support for:


first year of college at _________________________________________

	 	 	 	 	 	 (University/College name)


further education in a skilled trade at _________________________________

	 	 	 	 	 	 	                  (trade school name)


equipment/tools to enter a skilled trade 

	 (if this is the appropriate criteria, please also submit information about where 	
	 you finished your training and a list of specific equipment/tools requested, 	
	 accurate prices at time of submitting application, and how that equipment will 
	 be useful in your trade) 

Pursuing religious training at a level beyond the bachelor’s degree at 


	 	 _________________________________________________

	 	 	 (University/College/Seminary name)


2. On a separate sheet, please provide a typed list of your involvement in Aley UMC 
and/or Youth At Aley. Please be specific in mentioning the ministries or projects you 
have been involved with and the years of involvement.


 
Return completed & signed application to Pastor Abby Lightle by April 15     



Application Questions (Please type answers, single-spaced not to exceed 2 pages 
total): 
1. Wesley Christian, the namesake of this scholarship, was someone who was willing to 

help others and serve whenever possible without recognition. Give an example of a time 
when someone asked you to help, and you did - or a time you did something for 
someone else without recognition. 


2. Briefly describe your faith story and how Aley has impacted your faith journey. How do 
you plan to continue growing your faith in your next steps?


3. Aley Church’s mission is to “Love God. Love People. Make Disciples.”. What are two 
ways you currently strive to live out that mission? 


Acknowledgements and Agreements: 

If awarded a scholarship…


I agree to use the funds as designated above. Should my plans change from that 
which is indicated on this application,  I will communicate those changes with 
Pastor Abby Lightle. If it is determined that I no longer meet eligibility 
requirements, I will return the scholarship monies.


I will submit an update to Aley within 6 months of beginning my schooling/trade to 
stay in touch and let the congregation know how things are going.


_________________________________________

 	             (Printed Name)


_________________________________________	 	 	 __________________

 	 	 (Signature)	 	 	 	 	 	 	   (Date)


	 	 	

 
Return completed & signed application to Pastor Abby Lightle by April 15     


