
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Between getting back into Wednesday night Youth At Aley (YAA) gatherings, getting things 
ready for Sunday morning YAA gatherings, Party on Kemp, Confirmation, and all the other 
“normal” ministries and work, it’s been a very busy fall! In fact, as I was driving to the  
Confirmation retreat in early October when I suddenly realized the trees had changed color! It 
took me by surprise at first, when did the leaves change?! How did I miss it? Did this just  
happen? It was almost as if I had forgotten the beauty of autumn leaves in Ohio and saw it for 
the first time. Then, my surprise turned to sadness. How did I miss this? What have I been so 
wrapped up in, that I’ve missed the beauty of the leaves changing? What else have I missed? 
 
One thing is for sure, every day since then I’ve taken time to notice the beauty of the land-
scape around me; the masterpieces that God is creating. Not only is God showing off in the 
beauty of the Earth, but God is fulfilling the promise set with Noah. Noah was extremely  

obedient and trusting of God when he built the ark, gathered the animals, and remained on the ark until God said it was 
time to leave. Then, when it was time to leave Noah gave proper thanks to God.  
 

“Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and there he sacrificed as burnt offerings the animals and birds that had been 

approved for that purpose. And the Lord was pleased with the aroma of the sacrifice and said to himself, “I will never 

again curse the ground because of the human race, even though everything they think or imagine is bent toward evil 
from childhood. I will never again destroy all living things. As long as the earth remains, there will be planting and  

harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night.” 
Genesis 8:20-22 (NLT) 

 
I don’t know about you, but I am so thankful that Noah was present enough and had trust enough to follow God, and 
then wait on God. Noah didn’t miss God’s calling or God’s beauty in creation. Noah’s obedience and trust was  
rewarded by God and in return Noah gave great thanks. As a result, God offered a new promise to Noah - and to us; 
there will always be seasons of both days and years, whether we see them or not! So the good news is, even if we  
initially miss it happening, we get to experience the beauty of seasons the rest of our earthly lives. Have you missed a 
season? Slow down, be present, and stay alert for the next one. And when the next season comes, whatever it  
entails - give thanks to God.  
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Abby 
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If unable to greet, please switch with someone; if that fails, contact Fay Young at flyoung@sbcglobal.net. 
More volunteers are needed to serve as greeters on Sunday mornings. 

Do you have Facebook? Instagram? If so, you can easily help spread the word! Aley posts something 
on Facebook (@aleychurch) and/or Instagram (@aley_umc) nearly every day. Sometimes we post 
things that are connected to worship, sometimes our posts are funny, sometimes they're motivational, 
and sometimes they help us get to know each other better. But did you know that by interacting with 
our posts, you help others see them too?! When you comment on a post, it's more likely that your 
friends will see the post because you have commented on it. Reactions (thumbs up, hearts, etc.) also 
help increase our spread on the internet. So give us those reactions and comment when you've got 
something to say; it's a triple win - we get to know you better, you're more likely to see our future posts, 
and your friends are more likely to see our posts! 

9:00  AM Downstairs Upstairs 

Nov. 6th Bob Linhardt Diana Linhardt 

Nov. 13th Lynn Stout Bonnie Essex 

Nov. 20th Tom Pogue Trovia Pogue 

Nov. 27th Don Schneider Jan Schneider 

   

11:15 AM Downstairs Upstairs 

Nov. 6th  Joanna Warner 

Nov. 13th Cheryl Skipper  

Nov. 20th Jene Theopolus  

Nov. 27th Carl Herting Judy Herting 

   

Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

John Shishoff   11/1 

Anne Crouch    11/2 

Joseph Murray-Hill   11/5 

Nolan Anderson   11/6 

Katherine Shepherd   11/7 

David Ziegler    11/9 

Harry Biddle    11/10 

Stan Caroll    11/12 

Demetrius Smith   11/13 

Jack McChesney   11/15 

Richard Balint   11/16 

Mark Hamilton   11/16 

Shelly Vacchiano      11/16 

Skip Erhardt       11/17 

Theodore Theopolos    11/18 

Carl Herting       11/20 

Kendall Rogers      11/22 

Drake Leszczuk      11/24 

Gail Simpson       11/26 

JulieWetzel       11/27 

Alexandra Anderson     11/28 

Bridgette Anderson      11/28 

Elizabeth Anderson      11/28 

Matthew Taylor      11/30 



 
** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

       Christmas Season Schedule 
The four Sunday’s of Advent will begin on Sunday November 27. We will also have Advent 

Study Classes available for you to sign up and participate in. Please look for more information coming 
soon from Gail Simpson.  
 
The Cantata this year will be Sunday December 11 beginning at 10:15am in the sanctuary. There will 
be regular Advent Worship at our 9am Traditional Service and 11:15am Modern Service. Please 
come and enjoy the praises of music lifted to God!  
 
Our December 24 Christmas Eve Services will be at 6pm and 8pm. The Modern service is at 6pm 
and our Traditional service will be at 8pm. Please join us as we celebrate the Birth of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
The Sunday December 25th service will be online only. It will be run at 10:00am. So, the church will 
be closed. 
 

The Sunday January 1, 2023 service will be a combined service at 10:00am. This is both in person 

and live streamed.  

Christmas Cantata: 

Do you love to sing, but cannot commit 

to rehearsing every Wednesday for the 

whole year? The choir will be starting 

rehearsals for the Christmas cantata, 

Shout the Good News! by Lloyd Larson, in November. 

We would love to have you join us for this exciting 

presentation. Rehearsals will be: 

Wednesday Nov. 2  6:30-7:30pm  

Wednesday, Nov. 9  6:30-7:30pm  

Wednesday, Nov. 16  6:30-7:30pm   

Tuesday, Nov. 22  6:30-7:30pm  

Wednesday, Nov.30  6:30-7:30pm  

Wednesday, Dec. 7  6:30-7:30pm  

Saturday, Dec.10     9:30am-12:00pm. (with 

instrumentalists) 

The cantata will be presented on Sunday, December 

11, at 10:15am, between the two services. 

If you would like to join us, please contact Pam Rauch 

at choir@aleyumc.org or text or call (937)760-3222. 

Church Meeting for Conference Approval: 

The Miami Valley District Superintendent Rev. Dr. 

Jim Wilson is handling Church/Charge Conferences 

differently this year. These will be done in worship 

gatherings with multiple churches in 

attendance.  Aley Church is signed up for the Aley 

Church Conference on Wednesday November 16, 

6:30pm at Concord UMC in Englewood. We will 

conduct an unofficial Church Conference approval 

meeting for our congregation on Sunday November 

13 at 1:00pm in the sanctuary. All are invited to 

attend.  

Heads up for Family Promise 
Food Needs:  

Aley's next week to provide food 
for our guests at the Schneider 

House is the week of November 6.  Thanks to our 
Youth for again providing on Sunday, the 6th and 
the rest of us will provide meals on Friday and 
Saturday, the 11th and 12th.  Watch for sign up 
sheets to be out in the narthex on Sunday, October 
30 or you may also call Lori Becker at 440-823-
4366 to sign up or to ask any questions you might 
have.  Blessings and thanks for your commitment to 
serve the Lord in this way. 

Church office closed for the Holidays: 

Nov 11th - Veterans Day   Nov 24th-25th - Thanksgiving 
Dec 25th-26th - Christmas    Jan 2nd - New Year’s Day (observed) 

mailto:choir@aleyumc.org


 
Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

Aley Kid’s Ministry 

At Aley UMC we believe that kids are a vital part of our Aley family!  We understand that without kids, 

we are without a future.  Since October 1, 2022, there are several exciting options available for kids as 

they grow in their faith. 

Sunday Morning   

9:00 and 11:15 services:  

Kids (ages 3-11) can be checked in at the check-in station located in the narthex and join their families 

in the sanctuary.  Part way through the service, kids can participate in a special Kids’ Message and 

then continue on to Kids’ Church in the Hospitality Room for the remainder of the service.  During 

Kids’ Church, kids will have the opportunity to participate in a kid-friendly worship service, with songs, 

an interactive message, and fellowship. 

 

10:15 Sunday School: 

During the Sunday School hour, kids (ages 3-11) will have the opportunity to be a part of 

their own class, with curriculum geared to their ages. Kids can be picked up from Sunday 

School at 11:00.  Sunday classes for youth (grades 6-12) will also be available at that 

time. 

 

Wednesday Evening  6:30 – 7:30 pm  - This program will be offered as events on certain 

Wednesdays – details TBA 

Kids in Action is a midweek program designed to encourage kid’s spiritual 

development in a fun and social setting.  This is a chance for kids to explore how their 

growing Christian faith can make a difference in their lives and in their community.  

We will apply God’s lessons for us to kid-friendly fellowship and kid-appropriate 

mission work. Kids ages 3-11 are welcome.  Youth (grades 6-12) are invited to attend Youth AT Aley 

during the same times. 

Family Events 

Throughout the year, kids and their families can join in fun activities together at Aley Church.  Some of 

those activities include: 

Family Fall Festival   Family Christmas Eve Service 

Winterfest     Easter Egg Hunt 

Vacation Bible School     

 

It takes a WHOLE CHURCH to nurture our children – everybody’s influence is important.  Volunteers 

are needed to help make our kids’ programs run smoothly.  Please consider volunteering in one or 

more of the above programs to make Aley Kids’ Ministries the best they can be! 

Questions or Concerns?  Contact  Susan Grinkemeyer 

        kids@aleyumc.org or 240-357-5190      

mailto:kids@aleyumc.org


 

Aley Church Cleanup:  

The Trustees  have scheduled the fall cleanup of the 
church grounds is scheduled for Saturday, November 
5th at 9:00am. Please bring your rakes, shovels and 
anything else you want to make 
the grounds look great. There will 
be plenty of leaves to rake and 
flowers to trim back.  

If the weather causes the 
cleanup to be postponed, the 
event will be held on November 
12th at 9:00am. 

 

Caroling to Shut-ins is Dec. 18: 

This is a family event on Sunday evening, Dec.18. 
Christmas Caroling will definitely get your whole family in 
the Christmas spirit. Our caroling and especially seeing 
the children means so much to our shut-ins who can’t get 
to worship with us regularly. They need to feel that they 
are important to us. The plan is to gather at the church in 
the Hospitality Center about 5:30pm, break into groups, 
receive our caroling route, and plates of goodies for our 
shut-ins, leave by 6pm at the latest and through our 
visiting and singing of Christmas Carols, show our love 
and concern for our members who can’t be with us. The 
plan is to complete your route before 8pm so children 
can get to bed. Caring Ministries will furnish the goodie 
plates for the shut-ins. Any questions? Contact Karen 
Engel at 426-3988 or caringministries@aleyumc.org. 

 

If you know someone that you think we should visit, 
please let Karen Engel know so they can be included on 
our routes. 

UMM Monthly Meeting:  

Aley United Methodist Men’s monthly 
meeting will be held on November 19th 
in the Hospitality Center 

beginning at 8:30am. We’ll enjoy 
breakfast and have a short business 
meeting. All men are invited to join us. 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

Sunday Morning Hospitality During December: 

Mary Wesch will be out of state the entire month of 
December and will need volunteers to cover the  
2nd Sunday (11th) and the 3rd Sunday (18th) 
coffee and snacks setup and 
cleanup. Please contact Mary 
Wesch in you are able to help at  

937-287-7769 or email 
happyteam264@gmail.com 

Thank You - Mary 

Aley Cat's Meows available... 

     Do you need a going-away gift, birthday gift, or 
perhaps a Christmas stocking stuffer?  An Aley 
Cat's Meow is just the thing! It is a wooden replica 
of Aley Church that can sit on a windowsill or door 
frame (called a Cat's meow because of the small 
black cat on each piece). The cost is $15, with 
100% going to UWF missions. They can be 
purchased by contacting Susan Lehneis at 937-426
-6255 (home), 937-901-4398 (cell) or email at 
KLehneis@SBCglobal.net. 

Looking Ahead….UWF: 

There will NOT be an Evening 
Circle meeting the months of 

November, December, or January.  Our February 
meeting will be putting together kits for Caitlin 
Smiles.  This is a ministry helping children in the 
hospital.... more to come later.  

Save the Dates: 
Confirmation Sunday - November 13, 2022 9am & 
11:15am 
YAA +1 Christmas Party - December 14, 2022 6-8pm 

Thanksgiving Baskets/Donations:  Due to COVID-19, 

we are again donating gift cards instead of 

food.  Donations of $25 Kroger, Meijer, Wal-Mart or 

Aldi’s gift carts are requested.  Alternatively, cash or 

check donations are also appreciated.  Checks should 

be made out to Aley UMW.  Both gift cards and 

monetary donations may be mailed to Debbie Noble, 

2214 Grange Hall Road, Beavercreek, OH 45431, 

dropped off at the 

church office or placed 

in the offering plate 

before or after the 

service.  The deadline is 

NOVEMBER 14th. For 

more information, call 

Bonnie Essex 937-374-3099. 

mailto:caringministries@aleyumc.org
mailto:KLehneis@SBCglobal.net


 

Aley Church Mission 

Increase Your Impact with the IRA Charitable Distribution 

Giving from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) is a tax-smart way to ensure Aley continues to meet 
church expenses and church missions. A gift made from your IRA will never count as income, but will always 
make a difference. That’s icing on the cake! 

What is a “Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)”? 

A donor makes a qualified distribution if: 

 He or she is a least 72 years old at the time the distribution is made. 

 The distribution is made from a Traditional IRA. 

 The distribution is made to a qualified charitable organization, like Aley 

 The distributions to Aley must be distributed directly by the IRA custodian. 

What is the IRA QCD? 

The IRA QCD allows donors to make “qualified charitable distributions” directly from a retirement plan. Gifts in 
any amount up to $100,000 are excluded from federal income. For Couples filing a joint tax return, each spouse 
can exclude up to $100,000 for a maximum of $200,000 each year. 

Kemp Rd Clean-up: 

Perhaps it was that many hands make little work, 
because it took less than 2 hours for the ten of us 
to clean up our section of Kemp Rd on 15 
October.  Or perhaps it was that there was just less 
trash to pick up because it usually takes 3 to 4 
hours to do our section.  We were disappointed 
that we didn't find anything strange nor unusual 
this time.  I'll thank Willow Cliffswallow, Beth and 
Mike Collins, Evie and Dick Ennis, Carl Herting, 
Natalie and Cory Kindell, and Pam Rauch for 
helping pick up the trash.  It's my understanding 
that this was the last time that we're going to pick 
up trash since, due to liability reasons, Greene 
County is cancelling this program.  It was fun while 
it lasted. 

-Bill Noble 

Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

Next Aley Game Day: October was such a busy month, 

Tom couldn’t get a day scheduled. November 19th fits in 

nicely, not too close to Thanksgiving and not much else 

on the calendar right now. So, plan on Saturday, 

November 19th for our next Game Day at Aley. Bring a 

game to share or just interest in trying something new at 

10:00am to room 201/203. Tom will have doors 5 and 8 

unlocked for you. Bring a sack lunch if you need it. Tom 

is bringing another fun miniatures game, Tripods and 

Triplanes, in which the Martians attack in 1917, turning 

WW1 into a war to defend the earth from the invaders 

from space, along the lines of the War of the Worlds 

movies. Hope to see you there! 

Cookie Walk: – The annual UWF Cookie Walk will 

be here on December 3rd from 9am-12pm. Bakers, 

now is the time to start thinking about baking 

cookies to donate to the Cookie Walk. In addition, if 

you would like to make a craft and “donate” the 

items to the Cookie Walk to be sold, now is the time 

to start working on them. All 

proceeds will be used to 

support missions. If you have 

questions, call Michele 

Donaldson, 937-684-3828 or 

Susan Lehneis, 937-901-

4398. 

Wesley Christian Scholarship Update 
The Wesley Christian Scholarship is available to all 
youth who attend and are involved at Aley. This year, the 
application and process will see a bit of a revamp, but 
the scholarship will continue to be available. However, in 
order to continue making this scholarship available to 
students from Aley each year we need to replenish and 
build the fund. If you feel called to financially support 
youth from Aley as they continue their academic 
endeavors after high school, please place you donation 
in the offering plate or turn in to the office with a memo 
note for “Wesley Christian Scholarship”. 



 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

 

       Party on Kemp Update! 

 
 

September 18 was the Party on Kemp! event held at Shaw Elementary. We had great music, great 
food, great games, great activities, and great community interactions!  All in all we had 40 volunteers 
from Aley help pull off this fantastic event. We were joined by 4 food trucks and The Blue Leafs 
provided excellent music for us the entire time. Several Girl Scouts provided face painting and 
science demonstrations, the ACA set up a photo station, the Great Escape brought their mobile 
escape room, and we setup a bounce house and several yard games. This event was a great 
example of Aley Church being the Church and providing an opportunity for fun and community 
connection. In three hours, we had approximately 350 people attend!!   



 
Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 


