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Happy New Year! 
 
Wasn’t it just summer with VBS, Tar Hollow Camp and Music Camp? The Church Retreat 
was a success and We “Partied” on Kemp? Weren’t we “discussing” How hot and humid it 
was? Then fall happened, Advent began and now we are stopping to take in 2023.  
 
Do you ever just need to stop and take a breath? Jesus did!  
 
Mark 6:30-32 reminds us that Jesus and the Disciples took time to rest and refuel. “The 
apostles returned to Jesus from their ministry tour and told him all they had done and 

taught. Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” He said this because 
there were so many people coming and going that Jesus and his apostles didn't even have time to eat. So 
they left by boat for a quiet place, where they could be alone.”  

Have you taken time to be alone? What about relaxing and refueling to recharge yourself for the next hap-
pening? It is difficult to function for others if one does not take care of themselves. You cannot give out if you 
have nothing to give.  

Matthew 11:28-30. “Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.” 
 
I am excited to share with you that I have an opportunity to take some personal time for myself to rest, re-
fresh and refuel. I will be taking a renewal leave beginning December 26 and returning on February 21 to 
begin the Lenten Season. This is an opportunity for me to focus on personal growth as well as looking for-
ward to a new freshness of ministry and ideas for Aley UMC.  
 
Aley has a fantastic staff and lay leadership which will be able to meet all of your needs while I am gone. I am 
confident that we will not miss a thing while I am refreshing.  
 
I appreciate all of your love and support on our continued journey together.  
Peace, 
PB  
 
 
Below you will find an explanation of a renewal leave.  
Throughout their careers, clergy shall engage in continuing education for ministry, professional development, 
and spiritual formation and growth in order to lead the church in fulfilling the mission of making disciples for 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Paragraph 350.3 of the 2016 Book of Discipline states, “A clergy member may request a formational 

and spiritual growth leave of up to six months while continuing to hold an appointment in the local 

church. Such leaves are available to clergy members who have held full-time appointments for at 

least six years. Such a leave shall be with the approval of the committee on pastor-parish relations, 

the church council, and the district superintendent. Annual conferences are encouraged to assist 

with pulpit supply and other temporary support for such leaves.” 

Pastor’s Message 

Bill Halter 
Lead Pastor 



  

If unable to greet, please switch with someone; if that fails, contact Fay Young at flyoung@sbcglobal.net. 
More volunteers are needed to serve as greeters on Sunday mornings. 

Do you have Facebook? Instagram? If so, you can easily help spread the word! Aley posts something 
on Facebook (@aleychurch) and/or Instagram (@aley_umc) nearly every day. Sometimes we post 
things that are connected to worship, sometimes our posts are funny, sometimes they're motivational, 
and sometimes they help us get to know each other better. But did you know that by interacting with 
our posts, you help others see them too?! When you comment on a post, it's more likely that your 
friends will see the post because you have commented on it. Reactions (thumbs up, hearts, etc.) also 
help increase our spread on the internet. So give us those reactions and comment when you've got 
something to say; it's a triple win - we get to know you better, you're more likely to see our future posts, 
and your friends are more likely to see our posts! 

8:30  AM Downstairs Upstairs 

Jan. 1st Fay Young Combined 

service 10AM 

Jan. 8th Bonnie Essex Randy 

Frederick 

Jan. 15th Lynn Stout Wretha Haines 

Jan. 22nd Tom Pogue Trovia Pogue 

Jan. 29th Bonnie Essex Bob Linhardt 

10:30 AM Downstairs Upstairs 

Jan.  1st Combined 

service 10AM 

Joanna Warner 

Jan. 8th Cheryl Skipper  

Jan. 15th Jene Theopolos  

Jan. 22nd Carl Herting  

Jan. 29th Fay Young  

Church office hours are Monday—Friday, 9am-3pm 

Colter Hess  1/1 

Sharon Diltz  1/2 

Gizella Bikacsan 1/3 

Elizabeth Corcoran 1/3 

Nicholas Oxner 1/3 

Rodger Reedy  1/4 

Robert McCarty 1/4 

Radha Starr  1/6 

Karen Corl  1/7 

David Collins  1/8 

Charles Sexton 1/11 

Gregory Mannix 1/11 

Melissa Chrisman 1/12 

Matthew Warner 1/18 

Cynthia Brubaker 1/19 

Barbara Copher 1/22 

Madelyn Skipper 1/24 

Jeremy Wofford 1/25 

Randy Frederick 1/25 

Mike Derenzo  1/25 

Jeffrey Rank  1/27 

Ashley Decker  1/30 

Kevin Shannon 1/30 

Wretha Haines  1/31 

Cameron Baird 1/31 



Family Promise Hosting   Aley's next time for 
providing food at the Schneider House of 
Hope in Xenia will be the week of Jan. 8.  Our 
youth will again take care of Sun. the 8th and 
the rest of us will be in charge of Tuesday the 
10th and Thursday the 12th.  Sign up sheets 
will be out in the narthex on Jan. 8 or you may 
call Lori Becker at 440-823-4366 to "get on 
the sheet".  Thank you for starting out the 
New Year by serving our Lord in this way. 

 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

Church office closed for the Holidays: 

Dec 30th - Jan 2nd - New Year’s Day 

Jan16th - Martin Luther King Jr. 

Important time change reminders:  

Sunday January 1st will 
be a combined worship 
service at 10:00am.  

Sunday January 8 our 
worship times will be 
8:30am for the Traditional 
Service and 10:30am for 
the Modern Service.  

Kid's Corner: 

A reminder of all the opportunities for Kids at 
Aley! 

Kids' Church is an opportunity for kids to 
worship in a special age-appropriate way as 
they are learning to enjoy our church 
services.  During each service, right after the 
Kids' Message, kids will go downstairs to the 
Hospitality Center. They will return to "big 
church" during the closing hymn.  While in 
Kids' Church, our kids are learning about 
what happens in the worship service - this 
winter they have memorized the Lord's 
Prayer and learned the meanings of the 
Advent candles. 

Sunday School is led by Judy Herting during 
the Sunday School hour.  Her fantastic 
lessons are based on month-long themes. 

Stay tuned in the New Year for family 
activities and a mid-week program. 

YAA + 1 YAA + 1 
Christmas Christmas 

PhotosPhotos  

  

  

YAA Save the DateYAA Save the Date  
 

NUGGET NIGHT (1/13, 6-8pm) 

Join us for a night that is all about chicken 
nuggets! Which nuggets are really the 
best?! We’ll play games and do some taste 
testing to determine once and for all which 
nugget really is the best! 

YAA WEDNESDAYS 6:30-7:30PM IN AB 
(YAA WEDNESDAYS MEET AS LONG AS  

BEAVERCREEK SCHOOLS IS IN SESSION) 
YAA SUNDAYS 9:40-10:20AM  

IN RM. 215 

Souper Bowl Sunday.  Souper Bowl Sunday is 
February 12th, 2023. During the month of January 
up until February 12

th
, UWF will be collecting cans 

of soup for St. Paul’s UMC Food Pantry.  You can 
place your cans of soup in the special marked bin in 
the lobby across from the Welcome Center.   

For questions, please call Linda 
Guernsey at  

937-396-9251. 

Blood Drive: Feb. 14 will be our first Blood 
Drive for 2023! We met or exceeded our 
goals in 2022, so let’s keep up the good work! 
Your donations of blood, saves lives! 



 

UMM Monthly Meeting:  

Aley United Methodist Men’s 
monthly meeting will be held on 

January 21st  in the Hospitality Center 
beginning at 8:30am. We’ll enjoy 
breakfast and have a short business 
meeting. All men are invited to join 
us. 

** Please submit articles for the newsletter to the church office by the 3rd Friday of the month. Thank you. 

Aley Gamers: With the holidays rapidly approaching 
and a pretty full calendar for Aley church, we will pick 
up again in January. We’ve scheduled Saturday, 
January 14th for our next game day gathering in room 
202 and 204. Thanks for your continued interest. 

Caring Ministries 

Does anyone have a need for a lift chair? We 
have someone willing to donate one. Call Karen 
Engel at 937-426-3988. 

If you have a need for medical equipment or 
have a friend or neighbor who has a need, please 
check with Karen Engel to see if Aley has what 
they need. We are currently storing wheelchairs, 
walkers, bath chairs, bedside commodes, and 
other assorted unique medical items. They are 
free and on loan…return at your convenience. 
We also have “transport” chairs available to loan 
on a daily basis for doctor appointments or 
shopping, etc. We ask that you let Karen know 
because she keeps a record of who has what, 
just ask. 

This year, we gave $11,481 to those in need! 

Eight of our Aley family needed help and 16 

outside our church needed help. With the funds 

available in the #335 Emergency fund, we were 

able to help these people buy groceries, buy gas 

to get to work, keep their homes warm, buy 

clothes for school and find a safe place to live. I 

believe the need for assistance will be even 

greater in 2023 with inflation. If you feel the 

desire to help…put a check in the offering and 

mark it for the #335 fund. You make a difference 

to these people who are struggling. 

Hearts and Hammers: is still alive and 
working…if you have a small repair or need 
something that is over your head replaced or 
repaired…call Karen Engel at 937 426-3988. 
There is no charge for the 
service, the only cost is for 
the item needed. We have 
many people who are 
handy at small repairs who 
are willing to help, just call. 

Aley has a Prayer Chain that includes everyone 
who wants to pray for others. We do it thru the 
internet by sending out the prayers for others to a 
list of Aley members. If you are on this prayer 
chain, you agree to pray for the need that is sent 
for a few weeks. Sometimes we know when to 
stop because a second prayer chain is sent to let 
you know the status. Sometimes it is unknown, so 
then we include them for a few weeks and then 
assume prayers are answered. If you are not on 
the Aley Prayer Chain and desire to be included, 
please contact Karen Engel or the administrative 
assistant, Jessica Clark and they will add you to 
the Prayer Chain. 

The Care Partners Ministry is concerned with 
giving Christian love and care to individuals in 
our congregation. A Care Partner is a person 
who is gifted and equipped to provide loving 
care to fellow church members. They are 
committed to PACE – (1) Pray for their flock 
regularly, (2) be Available to them, (3) Contact 
them at least monthly, and (4) be an Example, 
following the example of Christ. The 
supportive relationships that develop are 
beneficial to both the Care Partner and their 
flock member. If you would like to become a 
Care Partner or want more information, please 
contact Karen Engel at 937-426-3988 or email 
caringministries@aleyumc.org. 

Looking Ahead….UWF: 

There will NOT be an 
Evening Circle meeting the 

months of November, December, or 
January.  Our February meeting will be putting 
together kits for Caitlin Smiles.  This is a ministry 
helping children in the hospital.... more to come 
later.  

mailto:caringministries@aleyumc.org

