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Romans 4 

 

     Paul spent 74 verses describing the depravity of man and his separation from God. Neither Jew nor Greek 

merit God’s favor. All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Many suppress the truth and have 

been given over to their passions. People continue to criticize others while participating in the same actions 

themselves. Paul concludes his condemnation of mankind by saying, “…because the works of the Law no 

flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin”. We have no right to 

boast, no right to receive God’s favor regardless of our actions, and no right of heaven without being restored 

to a right relationship with God. With two words, “But now” (3:21-31), Paul turns from man’s unworthiness 

to God’s amazing provision in Jesus Christ. God’s grants His grace to all who, through faith, believe in the 

atoning work of Jesus Christ. His blood, spilt for us; His death paid the price; His resurrection displayed the 

power of God; and it is only through Him that we can be saved, justified, restored and rightfully called 

children of God.  

 After Paul explains God’s way of salvation, he uses two examples, Abraham and David, to prove his 

point. The events surrounding Abram’s (Abraham) life are found in Genesis 11- 25. He was called of God to 

leave his land at the age 75 and go where God told him.  God promises to make him a great nation, bless 

him, and make his name great. The Lord promises him a son, and that his heirs would be as numerous as the 

stars in the heavens. Scripture says, “Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as 

righteousness”. Over thirteen years after God reckoned Abram righteous, God established a covenant with 

him establishing circumcision as the sign of the covenant. Abraham did not do anything to merit salvation, 

God was not giving him his due wage for he had not accomplished, nor could he ever accomplish anything to 

merit the reckoned righteousness bestowed upon him by God. Paul then brings another paragon of faith, 

King David, to drive home his point, “just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God 

credits righteousness apart from works”. I can hear the skeptic say, wait a minute, doesn’t James say, “You 

see a man is justified by works and not by faith alone”. (James 2:24). In the Institutes of Christian religion, 

John Calvin writes, “It appears certain that [James] is speaking of the manifestation, not of the imputation of 

righteousness, as if he had said, Those who are justified by faith prove their justification by obedience and 

good works, not by a bare and imaginary semblance of faith. In one word, he is not discussing the mode of 

justification, but requiring that the justification of all believers shall be operative. And as Paul contends that 

men are justified without the aid of works, so James will not allow any to be regarded as Justified who are 

destitute of good works ... Let them twist the words of James as they may, they will never extract out of them 

more than two propositions: That an empty phantom of faith does not justify, and that the believer, not 

contented with such an imagination, manifests his justification by good works”. 

 Continuing with Abraham as his focus, Paul goes on to say, “For the promise to Abraham or to his 

descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of 

faith”. Abram and his seed are joint heirs with Christ and children of God. If we were able to receive the 

kingdom of God through the Law, it would invalidate the need for faith and nullify the promise. The Law is 

not salvific, does not justify nor forgive. What the Law brings is wrath.  

 With all the things Paul has presented and reasonings he has explained, he starts the conclusion of his 

argument in verse 16. Justification, was, is and always will be by faith, as a matter grace, or the unmerited 

favor of God toward mankind. God’s promise to Abraham, that his descendants would be as numerous as the 

stars, continues to be fulfilled. Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. Jesus 

said this to the Jews in John 8:56, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was 

glad”. The promise is guaranteed to all his descendants, both Jew and Gentile “who are of the faith of 

Abraham, who is father of us all”.  

 Grace and faith are welded together, inseparably connected. It is a reality that is inextricably connected 

to Abraham and all who believe. It was not written for Abraham’s sake alone “but for our sake also, to whom 

it will be credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, He who was 

delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification”. We live in a world 

where many dismiss Jesus Christ and refuse to acknowledge their need. It has been like this since the 

beginning of time, however, without His grace, there is no reckoning of righteousness and their fate is sealed. 



 

 

1.  List everything we learn about Abraham, justification, righteousness, works and his faith.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why does Paul mention King David in verse 6? Paul quotes Psalm 32:1, who are blessed? Why? 

What does the Psalm emphasize? How would you answer the question contained in verse 9? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do we learn about credited or reckoned righteousness, circumcision, faith and the Law from 

verses 10-15? What causes “the faith made void and the promise nullified” in verse 25?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Paul makes a critical point in verse 16, what is it and why is it important? Paul goes on to explain 

this concept using Abraham as the example. What do we learn about grace, faith, and belief from his 

example? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What is the therefore, therefore in verse and what do we learn from the closing verses of chapter 4? 


