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Romans 3 

 

     Paul continues to explain how utterly lost and guilty we are before a holy and righteous God. In it, he 

explains the significance of being Jewish. They were chosen by God, given numerous promises throughout 

the Old Testament and were “entrusted with the oracles of God”. When the Roman church received and read 

these words, many things probably came to mind; moments of God’s deliverance, God’s judgment, and 

God’s provision but none could compare in importance of the scriptures. God revealed Himself in the 

scriptures, taught His people through the scriptures, guided them through His word. William Cowper, a poet 

in the mid 1700’s wrote this concerning the Jews unique position. “They, and they only, amongst all 

mankind, received the transcript of the Eternal Mind. Were trusted with His own engraven laws, and 

constituted guardians of His cause; Theirs were the prophets, theirs the priestly call, and theirs, by birth, the 

Savior of us all.”  

     Then Paul asks a question, “What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the 

faithfulness of God, will it?” His answer, “may it never be”, or God forbid, or that’s impossible. Every single 

promise of God will be fulfilled, God is not finished with Israel and will deal with her perfectly, completely 

and in His time. But make no mistake, if you call yourself Christian, or base your eternal security on your 

church attendance or knowledge of God, you are in great danger. The Pharisees, Sadducees, and many Jews 

felt they were safe because they belonged to God. After all they were His chosen people, a nation set apart, 

or  children of Abraham, but remember John the Baptist’s confrontation with the Jewish leaders, “But when 

he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers, 

who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? “Therefore, bear fruit in keeping with repentance; and do 

not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I say to you that from 

these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham’”. Our decisions and our actions affect our lives, our 

consequences, our opportunities, our future and God is always faithful to deal with us as He has promised.  

     The next section reminds me of children who are attempting to justify doing something they know is 

wrong but maybe if it is presented in the right way, their parents will say O.K. The presupposition is, “if our 

unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God” then why should we be punished? Instead of being 

punished, we should be rewarded because we are giving God the opportunity to manifest his righteousness. 

Once again Paul’s answer is “may it never be”. God hates sin and unrighteousness, why would He ever 

condone or turn a blind eye to it? Paul presents yet another question, “But if through my lie the truth of God 

abounded to His glory, why am I also still being judged as a sinner? And why not say … “Let us do evil that 

good may come? Their condemnation is just”. These questions and arguments are wrong, when God judges 

sinners, He is always right.  

   Paul concludes this section highlighting his point, all are guilty. No one is righteous, none have 

understanding, none seeks for God, all have turned aside, no one does good, they keep deceiving, their words 

are poison, their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness, and they are swift to shed blood. “There is no fear of 

God before their eyes”. Through the Law, no one will be justified for the Law brought the knowledge of sin.  

 After shattering every possibility that man is good and emphasizing no one is righteous, Paul starts to 

explain “…the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe for there is no 

distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Justification is a gift by grace through the 

redemption that is in Jesus Christ”. He started this section with “But now” (21), the but now is the good news 

of the gospel.  

     Because of God’s faithfulness, mercy and love He offered up Jesus Christ, God incarnate in human flesh, 

fully God and fully man to provide us with a perfect example, and a perfect sacrifice to restore mankind to 

Himself. The acceptance Christ’s sacrifice was manifest in the power of his bodily resurrection from the 

dead on the third day. Today, He sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

     As we continue our study of Romans, Paul will tell us how we uphold the law but for now take time to 

meditate on Paul’s opening statements concerning justification. Take a look at yourself and what do you see? 

Examine the motives behind your actions. Why do you go to church? Is it because it is a habit, what you do 

on Sunday or is it because you long to hear God’s word preached and build up the saints to works and good 

deeds? Do you read your Bible to check the block or to transform your life by applying what you learn? 



1.  Was there an advantage for being a Jewish and circumcised? If so what, if not, why not? What 

were/are the oracles of God and to whom were they entrusted? What do verses 3 and 4 say about 

belief, God, man and truth?  What is Paul saying in verses 5 thru 8? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Who is under sin? Why? (9-18) What do verses 19-20 tell us about the law,  justification, and sin? 

(19-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How are the Law and the Prophets a witness to the gospel? Are their conditions and/or terms that 

apply to salvation and/or to Justification? (21-24) 

 

 

 

 

4.  List the things we learn about God, Jesus and justification in verses 25-26. Explain the meaning of 

“propitiation”.  

 

 

 

 

 

5. What are we told about boasting? Why? How is a man justified? Why? What do verses 29 and 30 

tell us aboutGod and people? 
 


