
From Bad to Worse  
Revelation 9 

 

 Chapter eight closed with “an eagle flying in mid heaven saying with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to 

those who dwelt in the earth because the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to 

sound.” So far, the one third of the earth, including the trees, and grass have been burned up; something like 

a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea causing it to turn to blood and destroy one third of 

the ships on the planet; a star like a torch named “Wormwood” falls from heaven to earth destroying one 

third of rivers and springs of water poisoning many men causing their death; and one third of the sun, moon 

and stars are darkened. Amidst all this destruction, disorder and death, the eagle is warning the inhabitants of 

the earth, the worse has yet to come.  

 As “the fifth angel sounded”, John sees “a star from heaven which had fallen to earth…”. Who or what 

is that? For those familiar with the book of 1 Enoch, some think it is the archangel Uriel who was chief “over 

Tartarus” or possibly Saraqael who was chief “over the spirits, who sin in the spirit”. However, 1 Enoch 

never refers to “fallen stars” but frequently refers to “fallen angels”. The book of Enoch is considered an 

apocryphal book and part of the Pseudepigraphal (which literally means falsely ascribed). Jesus refers to “a 

star falling from heaven” when he describes the judgment of Satan in Luke 10:18. Ezekiel 28 says, 

“…Therefore I cast you as profane from the mountain of God” and “I cast you to the ground” when 

describing God’s judgment of Satan. Isaiah 14:12 says this about Satan’s fall, “ How you have fallen from 

heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have 

weakened the nations!” John records the star had previously been cast from heaven which seems to suggest 

Satan is the one given the “key to the bottomless pit”. 

 The Greek word for bottomless is ábussos (ἄβυσσος) . We get our word abyss which means an 

extremely deep place. It occurs only twice outside the book of Revelation (Rom. 10:7, simply the abode of 

the dead; Luke 8:31, the prison destined for evil spirits). In Rev. 9:1, 2; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1, 3, it is a prison in 

which evil powers are confined and out of which they can at times be let loose. The word pit (phréar, φρέαρ;) 

means hole or dungeon. It reminds me of 1 Peter 2:4, “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but 

cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, held for judgment;”. This prison, containing the 

judged of God, locked until this time, was about to be opened by the one given the key.  

 When the pit is opened, a great cloud of smoke is released which obscures the sun. When I was 

growing up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the pollution and smoke from the steel plants obliterated the sun, 

your white shirt was gray by the time you got to work. This was the price paid to produce 95 million tons of 

steel during World War II but the cloud, created when the pit is opened, will be like none other ever 

witnessed. 

 Out of the cloud come locusts. Grasshoppers with a purpose. Scientifically, there is no difference 

between grasshoppers and locust. Normally grasshoppers are innocuous but under certain conditions the 

wingless nymphs become winged adults which band together in swarms that can strip a field of all 

vegetation. The locust emerging from the bottomless pit, out of the smoke, were given the ability to sting like 

a scorpion and were told, “they should not hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree”. The 

only thing they were permitted to hurt were “the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads”.   

But they were instructed to torment those who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads for five 

months. For the next one hundred and eighty-two days, the locust were to sting, torment but not kill anyone 

without a mark. The pain and torment inflicted by these creatures will cause men to “seek death” and “long 

to die”. Hope has been eliminated, replaced only by unrelenting torment, and inescapable pain from which 

there is no relief for five months.  

 Not only is their task frightening but John’s description of the locust is something out of a horror 

movie. The only problem, these demonic creatures will not be a creation of a macabre mind but instruments 

of judgment. With hair like women, teeth like lions, breastplates like iron, sounds like horses rushing to 

battle, and tails like scorpions they will torment the marked. Their leader “the angel of the abyss” named 

Abaddon or Apollyon means destroyer. John MacArthur calls him “the king of the demonic death squad”. 

The first “woe is complete”, two others are coming. I can’t image having God’s mark and watching the 

torment described, nor can I understand the hardness of heart that will not acknowledge God and repent.                     



1. What did John see when the fifth angel sounds his trumpet? How would you explain the first two 

verses of this chapter? What is “a star”?  What was given to him? And what did he do with what was 

given to him? How would you describe “the bottomless pit”? (1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What came out of the smoke? What power was given to them? What That were they told to do and 

what restrictions was placed on them? How long did they have to do their job? How would their actions 

effect those alive on the earth? What would the men seek but be unable to attain? (3-6) 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

3.  What did the locusts look like? (7-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What happens when the sixth trumpet sounds? Where is the voice John hears coming from and what 

is said? Who angels are bound in the Euphrates river? What were they prepared for and what did they 

do? How large was the “armies of horsemen”? What did the horsemen look like and what were they 

wearing? How many men were killed? How?  (13-19) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. (20-21) What happened to those who were not killed by the plagues? What were the works of men 

described in verses 20-21 and what did they refuse to do. Why? What did they do instead? 

 


